
 

 

Apple Valley Catholic Collaborative — Two parishes One Mission 

 
St. Isidore Parish 

429 Great Road, Stow, MA 01775 

 
St. Elizabeth of Hungary Parish 

89 Arlington Street, Acton, MA 01720 

 
Apple Valley Catholic Collaborate Office: 
89 Arlington Street, Acton, MA 01720 

 Office Hours: Tuesdays 12-4 p.m. & Wednesdays 10-4 p.m. 
(978) 263-4305/Fax (978) 263-9014 

Visit us at https://applevalleycatholic.org 
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Merry Christmas; 
 

A warm welcome as we prepare to celebrate the Solemnity of the Nativity 
of the Birth of our Lord and Redeemer Jesus Christ.  We celebrate the 
miracle of Christmas where God chose to become one of us in the person 
Jesus Christ.   
 
The greatest truth that comes from Christmas is wrapped in a blanket 
on the outskirts of Bethlehem in a manger.  For as the angel of the Lord 
appeared to the Shepherds on that night of our Savior’s birth proclaim-

ing “…I bring you good news of great joy for all peoples: to you is born this 
day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord” (Luke 
2:10). These words are proclaimed to us some 2,000 years later and still 
hold the same meaning -our Savior Jesus Christ came for all peoples; he 
came for you and me. 

      
In Jesus we are given a home – a place where we experience forgiveness, mercy and love.  This is what 
we celebrate at Christmas and throughout the year. We are reminded of God’s merciful love for us 
through His only begotten son Jesus Christ.  Through Jesus we come to know who God really is – He 
is LOVE.  
  
As children of God the best gift we can give at Christmas and throughout the year is that of LOVE for 
each other.  The Bible reminds us of this. “Teacher, which command in the law is the greatest?  Jesus 
replied “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul and with all your 
mind.  This is the greatest and first command.  And the second is like this: “You shall love your neigh-
bors as yourself.” (Matthew 22:36-38). In this season and in the new year of our Lord 2021, let us love 
one another for this is the greatest gift we can ever give.   
 
May our merciful and loving God, who has gifted us with His Son, bless you and your family this sea-
son and in 2021.   
  
God Bless You, 
In am yours in Christ, 
Fr. Jeff 

Apple Valley Catholic Community 
January 1, 2021 – January 3, 2021 Mass Schedule 

 

Friday January 1, 2021 
Solemnity of Mary, The Holy Mother of God:  Catholic TV 
Mass: 9:30a, rebroadcast 7:00p.  Check your local listing.  

 
Saturday January 2, 2021 

Apple Valley Catholic Community Live Stream Mass – 4:00p 
– rebroadcast throughout the weekend (closed to public) 

 
Sunday January 3, 2021 

8:45a – St. Isidore (limit 65 people – pre-registration) 
10:45a – St. Elizabeth (limit 90 people – pre-registration) 
5:00p – St. Elizabeth (limit 90 people – pre-registration) 
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Apple Valley Catholic Christmas Season  
Flower Funds  

 
We welcome your contribution towards flowers 
and items that will decorate our churches for the 
Christmas Season. Please complete and mail the 
form below to St. Elizabeth Parish or St Isidore 
Parish at 89 Arlington St. Acton MA 01720, or put 
it in an envelope marked with the name of your 
Parish and ‘Flower Fund’ and place it in the col-
lection basket at the exit of the church after Mass. 
You may also make your donation on line using 
the following links if you would like to make a 
straight donation to the flower fund please go to 
our website or click below: 
 

Saint Elizabeth Parish:  
 

Saint Isidore Parish:  
 
If your donation is in memory of a deceased loved 
one whose name you wish to have published in 
our bulletin on January 10, the Feast of the Bap-
tism of the Lord, please complete the form below. 
Contact Mary Ryan at mgr@applevalleycatholic.org 

 

Enclosed is my donation of $________ towards the 2020 

Christmas Season Flower Fund for 

 

_________________________________Parish. 

 

I am making this donation in memory of: 

 

 __________________________________________ 

(please print clearly) 
 
I would like the above name/s published in the bulletin on 

the Feast of the Baptism. Yes______ No _______ 

 

My name is: ____________________________________ 

 

Please check here if you would like your donation to be 

made anonymously.  _______ 

Teen Alpha 
 

Teen Alpha will start on Sunday, January 10 and 
run for 10 weeks from 7:00 -8:15 p.m. 

 
All 9th grade students are strongly encouraged to 
sign-up as this is the faith formation program for 
9th grade this year. Any students preparing for 
Confirmation who have not yet participated in Al-
pha are also encouraged to do so now. Register on 
our Alpha website page. 

  

Got Questions about Life? About Faith?… 
……..Seeking Community and Meaning? 

 
TRY ALPHA!  Beginning January 2021!! 

 
Alpha is an opportunity to explore life and the 
Christian faith, in a friendly, open and informal 
environment. No pressure. No judgment. o Cost. 
Over 29 million people across the globe have par-
ticipated in Alpha! Why not try it?! 
Alpha is not so much a course, but an experi-
ence! Gathering once a week over 11 weeks, cur-
rently online via Zoom, each Alpha rings together 
people from every walk of life. We gather, have 
fun watch a talk, and gather in small groups for 
discussion. You do not have to commit to the 
whole series at once. Just simply Come & See 
and check it out at our first week or two.  
 
Alpha begins Sunday, January 10 at 7 PM for 
teens and Thursday, January 21 at 7 PM for 
adults. For details and to sign up go to https://
www.applevalleycatholic.org/alpha 
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Children's Liturgy Of The Word 
(CLOW) Offered Sunday Mornings At  

9:30 a.m. Via Facebook Live! 
 

Young children and their parents can log into 
our Apple Valley Catholic Collaborative Face 
Book page to participate on Sunday mornings at 
9:30 a.m. from their homes in a live and interac-
tive Children’s Liturgy Of the Word (CLOW).   

Christmas Collection: 
Clergy Health & Retirement Trust 

 
Merry Christmas from all the priests of the Arch-
diocese of Boston. The Christmas Collection sup-
ports the retirement, medical and financial needs 
of priests of the Archdiocese of Boston. These 
priests have given their lives to faithfully serve 
Christ, the Church, and you. Please be generous 
to this important collection. For more infor-
mation, please visit www.clergytrust.org. 

Seeking? Not Catholic? 
Curious? We Welcome You! 

 
Perhaps you, or someone close to you, who is not 
baptized or not baptized into the Catholic 
Church may be searching for a spiritual home. 
Maybe you or they have wondered what it means 
to be Catholic. We are here to support you, pro-
vide a safe place to explore your questions and 
assist you on your journey of discovery and faith. 
Our Rite of Christian Initiation (RCIA) process for 
adults is a customized process to help individu-
als wherever they are in their journey of seeking. 
Please contact any staff person to learn more. 

Food Drive—January 10 
 
Michael Grega, a representative from the non-
profit group Project 351 and a senior at Acton-
Boxborough will be collecting items for the Ac-
ton Community Food Pantry on Sunday, Janu-
ary 10.   
 
He will be outside both the St. Isidore and St. 
Elizabeth parishes after Mass collecting dona-
tions. It will be a safe, contactless “parking lot” 
style drive.  The most needed items include: 
canned meats and fish, tomato products, boxed 
rice mixes, and nut-based milks (oat, almond, 
etc).  Please drop off 
after Mass has con-
cluded or anytime at 
St. Elizabeth’s until 
1:30 on January 10. 
Thanks so much! 
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Pastor: Rev. Jeffrey Archer  

 (frjeff@applevalleycatholic.org), (978) 263-4305 ext. 15 

 

Deacon: Char les A. Cornell 
 (cac@applevalleycatholic.org), (978) 562-7447 

 

Pastoral Associate/Collab. Dir. Pastoral Ministries: 
 Diahne Goodwin (diahneg@applevalleycatholic.org), 

 (978) 263-4305 ext.13 

(Adult Formation, Pastoral Care, RCIA, Pastoral Ministries) 
 

Administrative Assistant: J anice Howes  
  (janice@applevalleycatholic.org), (978) 263-4305 ext. 10 

 

Director of Finance & Operations: Annmarie Mazzucotelli, 
(annmarie@applevalleycatholic.org), (978) 263-4305 ext. 11 

 

Collaborative Director of Music: Andrea Goodr ich 

   (andreag@applevalleycatholic.org), (978) 263-4305  ext. 12 

 
 
 

Coordinator of High School Youth Ministry:  
Sheila Bauer, (sheilab@applevalleycatholic.org),  

 (978) 263-4305 ext. 23 

 

Director of Faith Formation: Barbara Dane  
(barbara@applevalleycatholic.org), (978) 263-4305 ext. 16  

 (Faith Formation for Grades 5-8) 
 

Coordinator of Young Family Ministries: Tom  Spataro 

(Toms@avcatholic.org), (978) 263-4305 ext. 17  
 

Operations & Finance Administrative Assistant:  Judy Richardson 

(judy@applevalleycatholic.org), 978 263-4305 ext. 19 

 

Liturgical Coordinator: Mary Ryan  
   (mgr@applevalleycatholic.org), (978) 263-4305 ext. 35 

 

St. Elizabeth’s St. Vincent DePaul: Conference of Acton/Boxborough 
(978) 263-4305 ext.  14 

 

St. Isidore’s St. Vincent De Paul Conference of Stow, 
(978) 263-4305 ext. 21 

Journey to Bethlehem - Living Nativity presented by Faith  
Evangelical Free Church 

 
For the past 18 years our neighbors at the Faith Evangelical Free Church on Hosmer Street in Ac-
ton produce a living nativity complete with Roman soldiers, Rabbi, Scribes, Shepherds, Angels, 
and the Holy Family.  If you have ever attended this journey in person you know of this very mov-
ing experience as you travel a path to Bethlehem to celebrate the reason for this joyous season.   
 
Please schedule 20 minutes sometime to enjoy this video during this 

Christmas season. 
    https://youtu.be/AtJMLb67Rbo 


