
 

 

Apple Valley Catholic Collaborative — Two parishes One Mission 

 
St. Isidore Parish 

429 Great Road, Stow, MA 01775 

 
St. Elizabeth of Hungary Parish 

89 Arlington Street, Acton, MA 01720 

 
Apple Valley Catholic Collaborate Office: 
89 Arlington Street, Acton, MA 01720 

 Office Hours: Tuesdays 12-4 p.m. & Wednesdays 10-4 p.m. 
(978) 263-4305/Fax (978) 263-9014 

Visit us at https://applevalleycatholic.org 
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Mass Schedule 
 

Saturday - 4:00 p.m. Live Stream/Recorded 
Mass from St. Elizabeth 

Sunday - 8:45 a.m. Mass at St. Isidore 
Sunday - 10:45 a. m. Mass St. Elizabeth 
Sunday - 5:00 p.m. Mass St. Elizabeth 

 
Don't Forget to Register for Mass! 

Please make sure to register in advance! Walk
-ins are welcome if there is room, but are not 

guaranteed a seat and may have to wait  
until all those pre-registered are  

checked in to be seated. 
 

Registration opens at 9:00 a.m. Tuesday and  
closes at noon on Saturday, or when full.  

 
An Eventbrite invitation, and detailed instruc-
tions, are available on our website.  

Seeking? Not Catholic? 
Curious? We Welcome You! 

 
Perhaps you, or someone close to you, who is not 
baptized or not baptized into the Catholic Church 
may be searching for a spiritual home. Maybe you 
or they have wondered what it means to be Catho-
lic. We are here to support you, provide a safe 
place to explore your questions and assist you on 
your journey of discovery and faith. Our Rite of 
Christian Initiation (RCIA) process for adults is a 
customized process to help individuals wherever 
they are in their journey of seeking. Please contact 
any staff person to learn more. 

Food Drive—January 10 
 
Michael Grega, a representative from the non-
profit group Project 351 and a senior at Acton-
Boxborough will be collecting items for the Acton 
Community Food Pantry on Sunday, January 10.   
 
He will be outside both the St. Isidore and St. Eliz-
abeth parishes after Mass collecting donations. It 
will be a safe, contactless “parking lot” style 
drive.  The most needed items include: canned 
meats and fish, tomato products, boxed rice mixes, 
and nut-based milks (oat, almond, etc).  Please 

drop off after Mass has 
concluded or anytime at 
St. Elizabeth’s until 
1:30 on January 10. 
Thanks so much! 

Got Questions About Life? Faith?…Try Alpha! 
 

An alpha attendee shares his story: 
 

My experience with Al-
pha transformed how I look at 
and live my life.  
 
When I attended Alpha my wife 
and I were empty nesters for 
the first time. Our three kids 
were all in college and I had 
been laid off for six months, the 
second time in two years. 

 
Alpha came at the right time and met me where I 
was. I had been hearing whispers about growing 
my faith, of connecting more with God, but could-
n't articulate or pin down exactly.  I did sense this 
was an important time in my faith journey. 
 
The Alpha community was great.  It was fun and 
welcoming. People were genuine with their shar-
ing.  The time was sacred. The support we had for 
each other grew every week, and helped me tre-
mendously. 
 
Alpha helped me to know that God has a plan for 
me. The Holy Spirit was there keeping me ground-
ed and at peace. Again, I was unemployed ... and 
should have been freaking out!  But I wasn't. Al-
pha helped me realize that all parts of my life are 
connected - my career, faith, character and family 
journeys -- and that God is there to guide me 
through. 
 
I consider myself an introverted person. But not 
when it comes to Alpha. I am now on the Alpha 
team. I want to share the good news! I want to tell 
everyone to give it a chance. 
 
If you have the slightest inclination to try, if you 
are at a point in life where you are asking ques-
tions, Alpha is for you. You will be taken in.  Alpha 
will wrap itself around you in a way that will be a 
wonderful and grateful surprise. 
 
Eric Lundquist - 2019 Alpha Guest 
       

Alpha begins Thursday January 21 at 7 PM - 
online via Zoom. No Pressure, No cost!  Come 

and See for yourself! 
 

Find out more, sign up, at  
applevalleycatholic.org/alpha 
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Apple Valley Catholic Christmas Season  
Flower Funds  

 
We welcome your contribution towards flowers 
and items that will decorate our churches for the 
Christmas Season. Please complete and mail the 
form below to St. Elizabeth Parish or St Isidore 
Parish at 89 Arlington St. Acton MA 01720, or put 
it in an envelope marked with the name of your 
Parish and ‘Flower Fund’ and place it in the col-
lection basket at the exit of the church after Mass. 
You may also make your donation on line using 
the following links if you would like to make a 
straight donation to the flower fund please go to 
our website or click below: 
 

Saint Elizabeth Parish:  
 

Saint Isidore Parish:  
 
If your donation is in memory of a deceased loved 
one whose name you wish to have published in 
our bulletin on January 10, the Feast of the Bap-
tism of the Lord, please complete the form below. 
Contact Mary Ryan at mgr@applevalleycatholic.org 

 

Enclosed is my donation of $________ towards the 2020 

Christmas Season Flower Fund for 

 

_________________________________Parish. 

 

I am making this donation in memory of: 

 

 __________________________________________ 

(please print clearly) 
 
I would like the above name/s published in the bulletin on 

the Feast of the Baptism. Yes______ No _______ 

 

My name is: ____________________________________ 

 

Please check here if you would like your donation to be 

made anonymously.  _______ 

Teen Alpha 
 

Teen Alpha will start on Sunday, January 10 and 
run for 10 weeks from 7:00 -8:15 p.m. 

 
All 9th grade students are strongly encouraged to 
sign-up as this is the faith formation program for 
9th grade this year. Any students preparing for 
Confirmation who have not yet participated in Al-
pha are also encouraged to do so now. Register on 
our Alpha website page. 
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Apple Valley Catholic Community 
Confessions 

 

When: First Wednesday of the month 
Time: 4:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m. 

Where: St. Elizabeth of Hungary Church 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Important things you need to know due to 
covid safety can be found on our website. 

Church grants plenary indulgence for the 
year of St. Joseph  

 
On Tuesday December 8, 2020 Pope Francis an-
nounced a special year dedicated to St. Joseph 
from December 8, 2020 to December 8, 2021. 
     
The Apostolic Penitentiary also issued a decree 
granting special indulgences for the duration of 
the special year to celebrate the anniversary and 
“to perpetuate the entrustment of the whole 
Church to the powerful patronage of the Custodian 
of Jesus.”   
 

Condition for the Plenary Indulgence 
 
The plenary indulgence is granted to the faithful 
under the usual conditions (sacramental confes-
sion, Eucharist Communion, and prayer for the 
Pope’s intention) to Christians who, with spirit de-
tachment from any sin, particularly in the Year of 
St. Joseph on the occasion and manner indicated 
by the Apostolic Penitentiary: 
 
 The plenary indulgence is granted to those who 

mediate for at least 30 minutes on the Lord’s 
prayer or take part in a Spiritual Retreat of at 
least one day that includes a mediation on St. 
Joseph.  

 The indulgence can also be obtained by those 
who, following St. Joseph’s example, will per-
form a spiritual or corporeal work of mercy. 

 The recitation of the Hoy Rosary in families and 
among engaged couples is another way of ob-
taining indulgences. 

 Everyone who entrusts their daily activity to 
the protection of St. Joseph, and every faithful 
who invokes the intercession of St. Joseph so 
that those seeking work can find dignifying 
work can also obtain the plenary indulgence.    

 The plenary indulgence is also granted to the 
faithful who will recite the Litany to St. Joseph, 
or any other prayer to St. Joseph for the perse-
cuted Church and for the relief of all Christians 
suffering all forms of persecution.  

What is a Plenary Indulgence? 
 
Sins are forgiven through the sacrament of pen-
ance, but then there is a kind of punishment 
still due the sinner.  “God’s fatherly love “does 
not exclude chastisement, even though this al-
ways should be understood in the context of a 
merciful justice which reestablishes the order 
violated,” noted Pope John Paul II in 1999.   

 
The pope had said the “temporal” punishment 
that remains after forgiveness is a grace aimed 
at wiping away the “residues of sin,” offering 
the reformed sinner the chance of complete heal-
ing through “a journey of purification” that can 
take place in this life or in purgatory. 

 
By God’s grace, participation in a prayer or ac-
tion that has an indulgence attached to it 
brings about the necessary restoration and rep-
aration without the suffering that would nor-
mally accompany it. It frees a person from the 
punishment their sinfulness warrants as it is a 
remission of the temporal punishment a person 
is due for sins that have been forgiven. 
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Pastor: Rev. Jeffrey Archer  

 (frjeff@applevalleycatholic.org), (978) 263-4305 ext. 15 

 

Deacon: Char les A. Cornell 
 (cac@applevalleycatholic.org), (978) 562-7447 

 

Administrative Assistant: J anice Howes  
  (janice@applevalleycatholic.org), (978) 263-4305 ext. 10 

 

Director of Finance & Operations: Annmarie Mazzucotelli, 
(annmarie@applevalleycatholic.org), (978) 263-4305 ext. 11 

 

Collaborative Director of Music: Andrea Goodr ich 

   (andreag@applevalleycatholic.org), (978) 263-4305  ext. 12 

 
 

Coordinator of High School Youth Ministry:  
Sheila Bauer, (sheilab@applevalleycatholic.org),  

 (978) 263-4305 ext. 23 

 

Director of Faith Formation: Barbara Dane  
(barbara@applevalleycatholic.org), (978) 263-4305 ext. 16  

 (Faith Formation for Grades 5-8) 
 

Coordinator of Young Family Ministries: Tom  Spataro 

(Toms@avcatholic.org), (978) 263-4305 ext. 17  
 

Operations & Finance Administrative Assistant:  Judy Richardson 

(judy@applevalleycatholic.org), 978 263-4305 ext. 19 

 

Liturgical Coordinator: Mary Ryan  
   (mgr@applevalleycatholic.org), (978) 263-4305 ext. 35 

 

St. Elizabeth’s St. Vincent DePaul: Conference of Acton/Boxborough 
(978) 263-4305 ext.  14 

 

St. Isidore’s St. Vincent De Paul Conference of Stow, 
(978) 263-4305 ext. 21 

Prayer Wall 
 

Visit our new Prayer Wall on our website: 
https://applevalleycatholic.org/prayer-ministry  

 
We invite you to put a prayer on our wall or pray 
for people who are in need of our prayers. We will 
post intentions anonymously and include them as 
a group in our weekly Mass intentions. 

Emergency Prayer Line 
Prayer makes a difference!  

 
Can you take a few minutes each week to pray for 
others? Do you need prayers yourself? Connect 
with our email prayer group!  To join the group or 
to request prayers, please send a email to Cathy 
Griffin: nushamrockgirl@gmail.com. For requests, 
to protect privacy, we only use first names or no 
name. 

Taizé Prayer 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Join members of our community as we pray Taizé 
Prayer on Friday, January 8, at 7 p.m.  This 30 
minute service of simple repetitive songs, scrip-
ture reading, and prayer will be livestreamed via 
our website.  It you can’t join us for the 
livestream, the service will be available on our 
youtube channel for you to access at any time. 

Dear God,  
 
We pray for your Spirit to lead us each step of 
this New Year. We ask that you will guide our 
decisions and turn our hearts to deeply desire 
you above all else. We ask that you will open 
doors needing to be opened and close the ones 
needing to be shut tight. We ask that you would 
help us release our grip on the things to which 
you’ve said “no,” “not yet,” or “wait.”  
 
We ask for your wisdom, for your strength and 
power to be constantly present within us. We 
pray you would make us strong and courageous 
for the road ahead. Give us ability beyond what 
we feel able, let your gifts flow freely through us, 
so that you would be honored by our lives, and 
others would be drawn to you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
Shine your light in us, through us, over us. May 
our actions bring peace and hope to a world that 
so desperately needs your presence and healing.  
 
Amen. 


