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Ash Wednesday Mass 
 

As we continue to navigate our way through this 
Pandemic while dealing with the changes to our 
lives in so many ways, I share our plans for Ash 
Wednesday Mass, Ashes and Confessions during 
Lent.  Information will be forthcoming on the Trid-
uum and Easter Sunday.   
 
Since the reopening of our two Churches my goal, 
and that of the staff and volunteers, has always 
been on your safety.  I am proud of how well we 
have done these last 8 months since we re-
opened.  The same safety measures will continue 
until we have conquered this Pandemic.   
 
In discussing with the Liturgy team what to do for 
Ash Wednesday Mass this year, we took into con-
sideration Ash Wednesday Mass last year, ac-
counting for the length of the Mass, the distribu-
tion of ashes and the increase in attendance.  The 
Ash Wednesday liturgy is normally longer than a 
typical Sunday liturgy with a significant increase 
in attendance.  We did not feel comfortable about 
having people in Church for a longer period and 
we are still limited to 25% attendance per 
Mass.  Also, imposing ashes is not allowed in the 
normal fashion because of the need to maintain 
the 6+ feet social distancing.   
 
In light of this our community will celebrate with 
a Live Stream Mass on Ash Wednesday at 7:00p 
(February 17, 2021).  You can access this Mass on 
our Website at www.applevalleycatholic.org or our 
Facebook page at Apple Valley Catholic Collabora-
tive.  Immediately following the homily during 
Mass those watching will have the opportunity to 
trace the sign of the cross on their forehead or 
that of family or friends present and say “Repent, 
and believe in the Gospel.” Although you won’t 
have the actual ashes please see the current write 
up from the Archdiocese of Boston.  
 
"Parishioners should be reminded that their own 
internal disposition and intention to repent and 
start over is the best fruit of Ash Wednesday, and 
that the ashes are an external sign of that internal 
reality. They should be reminded that receiving 
ashes is not required. They can still enter into 
Lent with a repentant heart even if they decide 
that receiving ashes is not the right thing for them 
this year."   
 

 
 
Dear friends in Christ; 
 
On Wednesday February 17th we celebrate Ash Wednesday 
and the start of our Lenten journey.   
 

Lent is a time for us to open ourselves and our hearts a little 
wider so to understand our Lord a little deeper.  To find our 
Lord closer to us, loving us, and guiding us in this life God 
gave us.  Lent is a time of repentance, fasting, and almsgiv-
ing in preparation for the great Triduum of our Church and 
the celebration of Easter Sunday. It is a time of self-
examination and reflection.  The Catholic Encyclopedia 

states the following: 

 

“The real aim of Lent is, above all else, to prepare 

all peoples for the celebration of the death and 

Resurrection of Christ…the better the prepara-

tion the more effective the celebration will be. 

One can effectively relive the mystery only with 

purified mind and heart. The purpose of Lent is 

to provide that purification by weaning all peo-

ples from sin and selfishness through self-denial 

and prayer, by creating in them the desire to do 

God’s will and to make His kingdom come by 

making it come first of all in their hearts.” 
 

As children of God and disciples of Jesus Christ, let us com-
mit ourselves during these 40-days of Lent to fasting, prayer 
and almsgiving.  Let’s prepare our minds and hearts for the 
celebration that is yet to come – the death and Resurrection 
of Christ – that is Holy Week and Easter Sunday. 
 
Be assured of my prayers for all of you and your loved ones 
during these 40-days of Lent.  
 
God Bless You. 
 
In Christ, 
Fr. Jeff 
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Mass Intentions 
 

February 13, 4:00 p.m.—Robert Clifford, 
Memorial Mass 

 
February 14, 10:45 a.m.— Betty Crompton,  

Memorial Mass 
 

February 14, 5:00 p.m.— Mary Clark, 
Memorial Mass 

 

 
 
 
  

 
 
Dear Friends in Christ; 
 

In just a few weeks, we will be launching our parish’s annual Catholic Appeal. As you may know, the 
Catholic Appeal funds the 51 Central Ministries of the Archdiocese that support our parishes on a 
daily basis—especially as we continue to navigate the pandemic. You may have already received a let-
ter from Cardinal Seán asking for your early support. If you are able, please consider responding to 
that request to help our parish’s meet our Appeal goal early. You can offer your support by going 
online to bostoncatholicappeal.org to make your gift at any time or scan the QR code above.  
 
I cannot begin to tell you how important the Catholic Appeal is as a source of funding for Central Min-
istry of the Archdiocese of Boston.  Central Ministry helps our parishes in many ways.  For example, 
in 2020 they supported our parishes in securing our Paycheck Protection Loans from the Federal Gov-
ernment, helping us navigate through many unknown obstacles with the Pandemic, and guiding us 
with legal and human resource assistants.   
 
Your financial support to the Catholic Appeal supports the formation of our priests and deacons from 
discernment through ordination and beyond; offers important training and program support for our 
parishes to fully live out their mission to bring people of all ages closer to Christ; Campus Ministry 
and more than 190 other faith formation programs for students and adults; 41 chaplains who bring 
Christ's love to hospitals, as well as 64 faith community nurses who provide care and sacraments to 
the homebound and; assists our Social Justice Ministry in their work to advocate for the inherent dig-
nity of every person by educating others and calling attention to the injustices faced by those who are 
forced to live on the margins. 
 
With recognition of the importance of these spiritual and pastoral services, I am most grateful for your 
continued support of the 2021 Catholic Appeal.  
  
I am yours in Christ,  
Fr. Jeff 

Scripture for the week of February 14 

14 SUN Lv 13:1-2, 44-46/1 Cor 10:31—11:1/Mk 
1:40-45 

15 Mon Gn 4:1-15, 25/Mk 8:11-13  
16 Tue Gn 6:5-8; 7:1-5, 10/Mk 8:14-21 
17 Wed Jl 2:12-18/2 Cor 5:20—6:2/Mt 6:1-6, 16-18 
18 Thu Dt 30:15-20/Lk 9:22-25 
19 Fri Is 58:1-9a/Mt 9:14-15 
20 Sat Is 58:9b-14/Lk 5:27-32 
21 SUN Gn 9:8-15/1 Pt 3:18-22/Mk 1:12-15  
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Taize Prayer 
 

For anyone who may have missed last Friday eve-
ning live streaming of Taize Prayer, know you can 
access it anytime during the month. Perhaps you 
may feel as though you could use some moments to 
yourself or feeling overwhelmed and you need to 
take a breath and take back some peace, access it 
anytime on our website: 
 

https://22049.sites.ecatholic.com/taize-prayer  

Year End Contribution St. Elizabeth 
& St. Isidore 

 
For tax purposes, parishioners often seek to docu-
ment their contributions to St. Elizabeth and St. 
Isidore. Your bank statement constitutes accept-
able IRS documentation for donations by check or 
EFT. For your donations made through Online Giv-
ing you should have received a confirmation email 
at the time of each donation and if you established 
a user account you can access your giving history 
at any tine. Please contact Annmarie at 978 263-
4305 ext, 11  should you have questions. 
 
Each parish can also supply a statement for offer-
tory donations provided they were made by means 
of donation envelopes, EFT, Online or contribu-
tions of $250 or more on a single day. The follow-
ing types of donations would be included on that 
statement: Offertory, Special Collections, 90-Days 
Now, EFT. 

 
Please note that for contributions made directly to 
St. Vincent DePaul, the respective conference will 
be sending you acknowledgement of your contribu-
tion. 
 
If you would like a statement, please fill out the 
form below. 

Year End Contribution Statement Request Form 

 
Parish Name:_____________________________________ 
 
Name: ___________________________________________ 
 
Address: _________________________________________ 
 
Email Address: ___________________________________ 
 

Telephone Number (in case we have questions) 
 

______________________________________________ 

Why do Catholics help the poor?   

What does solidarity mean to me? 

 

Looking for a different yet meaningful Lenten pro-
ject?  Why not learn what our Church says about 
social justice? The steering committee of the 
newly-formed AVCC Social Justice Ministry is of-
fering a 6 week "mini-course" on Catholic Social 
Teaching on Monday evenings during Lent.  The 
Catholic Church has a long tradition of engage-
ment in social justice, and knowledge of this 
teaching and its roots in Scripture and Tradition 
is available to all Catholics as a witness to our 
faith and expression of love of neighbor.   

If you're interested in learning more, or in plan-
ning future social justice projects, please join our 
weekly course on Zoom starting on Feb. 22, 7 
pm.  All are welcome, but class size is limited, so 
sign up early!  Email sheilab@avcatholic.org to 
register. 

Confessions During Lent 
 
We will have confessions on designated Tuesdays 
or Wednesdays during Lent.  As we do every year 
we alternate between St. Isidore and St. Elizabeth 
each year.  This year I would like to keep confes-
sions at St. Elizabeth.  Next year, if we are cleared 
of the Pandemic, we will have Confessions during 
Lent at St. Isidore.  
 

Lent Confession Schedule: 
 

Tuesday February 23, 2021 4:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m. 
 St. Elizabeth 

 
Wednesday March 3, 2021 4:00 p.m. -6:00 p.m. 

St. Elizabeth 
 

Wednesday March 17, 2021 4:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m. 
St. Elizabeth 
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Pastor: Rev. Jeffrey Archer 
 (frjeff@applevalleycatholic.org), (978) 263-4305 ext. 15 

 
Deacon: Charles A. Cornell 

 (cac@applevalleycatholic.org), (978) 562-7447 
 

Administrative Assistant: Janice Howes  
  (janice@applevalleycatholic.org), (978) 263-4305 ext. 10 

 
Director of Finance & Operations: Annmarie Mazzucotelli, 
(annmarie@applevalleycatholic.org), (978) 263-4305 ext. 11 

 
Collaborative Director of Music: Andrea Goodrich 

   (andreag@applevalleycatholic.org), (978) 263-4305  ext. 12 
 

Coordinator of High School Youth Ministry:  
Sheila Bauer, (sheilab@applevalleycatholic.org),  

 (978) 263-4305 ext. 23 

Director of Faith Formation: Barbara Dane  
(barbara@applevalleycatholic.org), (978) 263-4305 ext. 16  

 (Faith Formation for Grades 5-8) 
 

Coordinator of Young Family Ministries: Tom  Spataro 
(Toms@avcatholic.org), (978) 263-4305 ext. 17  

 
Operations & Finance Administrative Assistant:  Judy Richardson 

(judy@applevalleycatholic.org), 978 263-4305 ext. 19 
 

Liturgical Coordinator: Mary Ryan  
   (mgr@applevalleycatholic.org), (978) 263-4305 ext. 35 

 
St. Elizabeth’s St. Vincent DePaul: Conference of Acton/Boxborough 

(978) 263-4305 ext.  14 
 

St. Isidore’s St. Vincent De Paul Conference of Stow, 
(978) 263-4305 ext. 21 

For the week ending 1/31/21 

 

Cash & Check Offertory                                               $      4,448  
Electronic Offertory (EFT & Online):                $      6,850      
Total Parish Support:                  $    11,298    
 
Offertory since 7/1/2020:                 
      Total Collected Offertory:                                      $     380,162  
      Total Budgeted Offertory: (1)          $     283,568 
      Over (Under) Budget    $       96,594     
 
Budgeted loss for the year ended 6/30/2021 (2) $    (79,603) 
Offertory Over (Under) Budget since 7/1/2020 $      96,594 
Revised Budgeted income for the year ended 6/30/2021 $   16,991   
 
(1) Budgeted offertory for the year ended 6/30/2021 is $475,200. 
This estimate was calculated based on the actual offertory received 
during April of 2020, as instructed by the Archdiocese. This is ap-
proximately 30% less then what we have received in past years, 
which reflects the uncertainty of the economic impact of the Pan-
demic. 
 
(2) Budgeted loss primarily due to the uncertainty of offertory col-
lections related to the Pandemic. Payroll expenses have been re-
duced through layoffs and reduction in employee salaries and 
hours. Other expenses have also been reduced accordingly. 

  
St. Vincent de Paul collection:                                $         505 

For the week ending 1/31/21 

 

Cash & Check Offertory                                              $         280      
Electronic Offertory (EFT & Online):               $      2,310       
Total Parish Support:                 $      2,590   
 
Offertory since 7/1/2020:                 
     Total Collected Offertory:               $   124,161 
     Total Budgeted Offertory: (1)                $   103,346    
     Over (Under) Budget    $     20,815  
 
Budgeted loss for the year ended 6/30/2021 (2) $    (39,242) 
Offertory Over (Under) Budget since 7/1/2020 $     20,815  
Grand Annual Over (Under) Budget since 7/1/2020    $     10,497  
Revised Budgeted loss for the year ended 6/30/2021 $      (7,930) 
 
(1) Budgeted offertory for the year ended 6/30/2021 is $171,746. 
This estimate was calculated based on the actual offertory received 
during April of 2020, as instructed by the Archdiocese. This is 
approximately 30% less then what we have received in past years, 
which reflects the uncertainty of the economic impact of the Pan-
demic. 
 
(2)Budgeted loss primarily due to the uncertainty of offertory col-
lections related to the Pandemic. Payroll expenses have been re-
duced through layoffs and reduction in employee salaries and 
hours. Other expenses have also been reduced accordingly. 
 
Grand Annual Collection:     $    32,860 
St. Vincent de Paul collection:                                       $        510        

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR PARISH SUPPORT 

ST. ELIZABETH 

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR PARISH SUPPORT 

ST. ISIDORE  

 
Thank You 

 

Thank you for your continued support of our Collaborative and our Communities.  Your faith in action 
encourages everyone to better serve the world as Christ's heart, hands and feet.  We do not travel our 
journey alone.   

God created shadows it was to better emphasize the light. – Pope John XXIII 


