
 

 

Apple Valley Catholic Collaborative — Two parishes One Mission 

 
St. Isidore Parish 

429 Great Road, Stow, MA 01775 

 
St. Elizabeth of Hungary Parish 

89 Arlington Street, Acton, MA 01720 

Welcome! 
 

Apple Valley Catholic Collaborative Office: 
89 Arlington Street, Acton, MA 01720 

 Office Hours: Closed due to the pandemic. Reach out to staff by phone or email. 
(978) 263-4305/Fax (978) 263-9014 — Visit us at https://applevalleycatholic.org 
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May 23 ~ Pentecost Sunday 

 
“Come Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful and 
kindle in them the fire of your love.”  The disciples 
caught that fire and went about telling everyone the 
wondrous things God had done.  What wondrous 
things has God done in your life that you can share 
with others?  Ask the Holy Spirit to 
kindle the fire of his love in your 
heart, freeing you to proclaim the 
greatness of God.  Then, like the dis-
ciples go forth and share that “good 
news” with others. 

Youth Ministry Auction Ends Today! 
 
Apple Valley Catholic Youth Ministry Auction to benefit 
youth programs in the collaborative ends today. If you 
have not had a chance yet to take a look and place a 
bid, please jump onto: 
 

https://www.biddingforgood.com/avcatholic 
 

Thank you for your support to our kids!  

Mass Intentions 
 

May 22, 4:00 p.m. Mass 
Anna Kelleher, Memorial Mass 

 
May 23, 10:45 a.m. Mass 

Dr. Andrew Bania, Memorial Mass 
 

May 23, 5:00 p.m. Mass 
Frank Bruni, Memorial Mass 

Seminarians Collection 
 
This week’s second collection supports the formation 
and training of seminarians in the Archdiocese of Bos-
ton for service, we pray, as future priests. Please be 
generous and support these seminarians on their jour-
ney toward their ordination to the priesthood. For more 
information please visit www.VocationsBoston.org 

Easter Flower Funds 
 

Thank you to everyone who made a donation towards 
enhancing our worship environments during the Easter 
Season. Your gift is greatly appreciated. Listed below 
are the names of those whose a contribution was made: 
 

St. Elizabeth of Hungary Flower Fund: 
 

Beverly Allard  Eleanor McMahon 
Marcia Brophy The Merritt Family 
The Higdon Family James & Elizabeth Morgan 
Frances Kelly  Sydney & Mary Richardson 
Edward Magee  Our Families 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Isidore Flower Fund: 
 

Benvinda  James & Adeline Maria 
The Corley Family Mimi 
The Foster Family James J. Murphy Jr. 
The French Family Stephen Orsatti 
The Kelly Family Ross & Catherine Stronach 
Mary   James N. & Mary J. Stronach Sr. 
   Our Families 

A group of teens from the class of 2021  
recently gathered to take advantage of the nice 
weather and their remaining time together to 

go kayaking on the Concord River!  

Emergency Covid Relief Special Collection 
 May 29-30 

 
As you may know, there is immense suffering and loss of 
life occurring in India and Brazil due to the pan-
demic. The Catholic Church, through Catholic Relief Ser-
vices (CRS), is on the ground in those countries working 
to support local hospitals and programs which are being 
overwhelmed and which have reached a breaking 
point. Given our own experience in the United States with 
regards to the pandemic and the important role the 
Church has in being able to respond to global events, we 
have an opportunity to assist relief efforts.  To learn more 
about CRS efforts in the affected areas please visit: 
 https://files.constantcontact.com/60393a2a701/
acc2e835-915e-47d6-bd69-0a720f2a16e9.pdf 
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Portrait of a Young Disciple—Michael Grega 

 
Maybe you’ve seen Michael Grega running Project 351 food and clothing drives for 5 years at St. Elizabeth’s.  Maybe 
you or your kids have been fortunate enough to go on a mission trip with him. Maybe you’ve seen him mentoring Confir-
mation students.  Or running Teen Alpha groups.  Maybe your children have had him as a leader at Vacation Bible 
School. Or maybe you just know him as the sweet kid who manages the night shift at Roche Bros.  
 
No matter where you run into Michael, you will see discipleship in action. Michael has a pure heart for serving others, 
bringing God’s love alive in the world, and helping those in need. He brings honesty, responsibility, and compassion to 
everything he does. It makes one wonder, how did he ever get to be this way? 
 
Michael credits his family for cultivating his love of the Lord and his care for others.  His parents, John and Joanne, have 
a strong faith and have always encouraged both their sons to be young men of dignity and integrity.  They grew together 
in faith as a family through many years of Generations of Faith. And then, both parents and kids served as leaders in our 
youth ministry program. The boys were always invited to ask questions, to be honest, and to assume responsibility for 
themselves. Michael says his parents always encouraged them “to each find his worth in the world.” Michael’s love of 
Jesus and his deep prayer life have helped him throughout his life to do so. 
 
But Michael’s primary role model was his big brother, Matthew.  Michael watched Matthew engage at Church, partici-
pate in every imaginable service opportunity, and assume leadership roles in the community.  He wanted to be like his big 
brother and it wasn’t too long before Michael was tagging along on service opportunities whenever he could.  Michael 
also looked up to his big brother in church. It was a very powerful witness to observe Michael and Matthew praying to-
gether at Mass.  When those kids prayed, you just knew God was listening. 
 
As a teen, Michael was blessed to have Jim Flanagan as his mentor. And he was graced to be part of a strong group of like 
minded friends.  Michael recalls a day when he went to Boston with Jim and some friends.  They prepared lunches and 
bought drinks to share with people on the street.  One homeless man thanked them by saying he had prayed for assistance 
that very morning and God had provided him with their presence and their gifts.  He was so grateful.  This touched Mi-
chael in a very personal way.  You see, Jim used this moment to explain how the Holy Spirit is alive in the world and why 
our prayer matters. Michael continues to carry those truths in his heart. 
 
Teen Alpha has been an important part of Michael’s discipleship.  By the time Michael did Alpha, he was already deeply 
convicted in his faith.  However, Teen Alpha allowed Michael to experience faith in a more personal and authentic 
way.  The honest and open discussions at Alpha allowed him to connect with other kids who had questions about their 
faith, too.  Michael then became an Alpha leader and host.  He continues to grow in his own faith, as he encourages others 
to that kind of deeper connection with God. 
 
Where does an incredible kid like this go when he leaves high school?  Well, not surprisingly, Michael Grega has gotten 
into every college he has applied to so far.  And also not surprising, Michael has chosen to study a service oriented ma-
jor.  Pope Francis has amended the Principles of Catholic Social Justice to include “Care of Creation and Stewardship of 
the Earth.”  Michael hopes to pursue a career in environmental protection and conservation.  He will, undoubtedly, leave 
the world a better place than he found it. But it isn’t always easy to be a young disciple in the universal Catholic 
Church.  Like many of his peers, Michael struggles with some of the less than inclusive policies of the Vatican 
Church  leaders. The Jesus Michael knows and loves is compassionate and merciful.  And Michael knows he is loved un-
conditionally in return.  Therefore, he struggles when he sees his LGBTQ friends and family feel less included and 
harshly judged by statements like the most recent one by the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith. This  said that 
“priests could not give blessings to same-sex unions because “God cannot bless sin.”  Although Michael continues to be a 
young man of faith in the universal Catholic Church, it is harder for him now.  
 
Michael Grega represents the best of what a young, Catholic disciple can be to his family, to his 
community, to his parish, and to the world.  We have been blessed to have such a generous, faithful 
leader as part of our AVCC community.  Let’s all pray together that our Apple Valley Catholic 
community will always continue to welcome, support, and care for all of our precious children, so 
that they, too, can grow into the wonderful people God created them to be. 
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Pastor: Rev. Jeffrey Archer 
 (frjeff@avcatholic.org), (978) 263-4305 ext. 15 

 
Deacon: Charles A. Cornell 

(charliec@avcatholic.org), (978) 562-7447 
 

Collaborative Office & Communication Manager: Janice Howes  
  (janiceh@avcatholic.org), (978) 263-4305 ext. 10 

 
Director of Finance & Operations: Annmarie Mazzucotelli, 

(annmariem@avcatholic.org), (978) 263-4305 ext. 11 
 

Collaborative Director of Music: Andrea Goodrich 
   (andreag@avcatholic.org), (978) 263-4305  ext. 12 

 

Coordinator of High School Youth Ministry:  
Sheila Bauer, (sheilab@avcatholic.org),  

 (978) 263-4305 ext. 23 
 

Director of Faith Formation: Barbara Dane  
(barbarad@avcatholic.org), (978) 263-4305 ext. 16  

 (Faith Formation for Grades 5-8) 
 

 

Coordinator of Young Family Ministries: Tom  Spataro 
(toms@avcatholic.org), (978) 263-4305 ext. 17  

 
Operations & Finance Administrative Assistant:  Judy Richardson 

(judyr@avcatholic.org), 978 263-4305 ext. 19 
 

Liturgical Coordinator: Mary Ryan  
   (maryr@avcatholic.org), (978) 263-4305 ext. 35 

 
Collaborative Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (“RCIA”) : 

Trina Toups (trinat@avcatholic.org) 
 

St. Elizabeth’s St. Vincent DePaul: Conference of Acton/Boxborough 
(978) 263-4305 ext.  14 

 
St. Isidore’s St. Vincent De Paul Conference of Stow 

(978) 263-4305 ext. 21 

For the week ending 5/9/21 

 

Cash & Check Offertory                                                    $      2,792          
Electronic Offertory (EFT & Online):                    $       6,293              
Total Parish Support:                      $       9,085       
 
Offertory since 7/1/2020:                 
      Total Collected Offertory:                                           $   540,842 
      Total Revised budgeted offertory:             $   537,603 
      Over (Under) Revised Budget       $       3,239         
 
Revised budgeted net income 

                 for the year ended 6/30/2021:                          $     63,602  
Offertory Over (under) Revised Budget since 7/1/2020   $       3,239          
Projected net income for the year ended 6/30/2021          $     66,841    
 

 
St. Vincent de Paul collection:                                          $            95        

For the week ending 5/9/21 

 

Cash & Check Offertory                                                   $         1,099                 
Electronic Offertory (EFT & Online):                   $         2,135                           
Total Parish Support:                     $         3,234                  
 
Offertory since 7/1/2020: 
Total Collected Offertory:                                                $      186,631      
      Total Revised budgeted offertory:         $     185,076         
Over (Under) Revised Budget       $         1,555   
 
Revised budgeted net income 

               for the year ended 6/30/2021:                             $        9,466             
Offertory Over (under)  Revised Budget since 7/1 /2020  $        1,555   
Grand Annual over revised budget since 7/1/2020            $        5,517            
Projected net income for the year ended 6/30/2021           $      16,538        
 
Grand Annual collection (115% of                                                                                                                              
 revised goal of $32,560                        $     38,077   
St. Vincent de Paul collection                                             $            30               

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR PARISH SUPPORT 

ST. ELIZABETH 

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR PARISH SUPPORT 

ST. ISIDORE  

Thank You 
 

We do  not travel our journey of faith alone, but with each other. Being a disciple is a lifelong journey of learning 
and growing in faith, knowledge and love of the Lord. Thank you for your continued support of our community. 

 
Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” - John 20:21 

 

Visit Our Website: Apple Valley Catholic Collaborative 
Follow Us On Face Book: Apple Valley Catholic Collaborative 

Subscribe to our YouTube Channel: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCc_NMgiWv6jLws6XgHA1_HQ  


