
 

 

Apple Valley Catholic Collaborative — Two parishes One Mission 

 
St. Isidore Parish 

429 Great Road, Stow, MA 01775 
 

 
St. Elizabeth of Hungary Parish 

89 Arlington Street, Acton, MA 01720 
 

 

Welcome! 
 

Apple Valley Catholic Collaborative Office: 
89 Arlington Street, Acton, MA 01720 

 Office Hours: Closed due to the pandemic. Reach out to staff by phone or email. 
(978) 263-4305/Fax (978) 263-9014 — Visit us at https://applevalleycatholic.org 
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Dear Friends in Christ,  
 
The State of Massachusetts notes: “As of May 29, 
masks are no longer required for vaccinated people 
in the State of Massachusetts. The State does advise 
that non-vaccinated people continue to wear 
masks."  
 
Given the new State of Massachusetts protocols that 
take effect on May 29 and the directives from the 
Archdiocese of Boston which, are based on the 
State’s protocols, I have made the decision to imple-
ment the Archdiocese of Boston directives slowly for 
our two Churches. 
   
There will be two phases for the Apple Valley Catho-
lic Community.  Phase 1 will begin May 29, 2021 
and conclude on September 5, 2021.  Phase 2 will 
begin on September 6, 2021. 
   
Phase 1: May 29, 2021 – September 5, 2021 
 
The following will be in place for Phase I.  Some 
items in this phase remain the same, other items (in 
bold) have changed.  
  

• No registration needed in order to attend any of 

the Masses. 

• Parishioners can enter and leave the Church 

through the main doors only.  Parishioners can 
now use both the main aisles as well as the 
side aisles to enter and exit the pews. 

• Ushers will be present to assist if needed but 

will not lead parishioners to a pew.   
   
Wearing Masks: 

• The State of Massachusetts protocols state 

that those who are fully vaccinated do not 
need to wear a mask either indoors or out-
doors or to keep socially distant.  Those who 
are not fully vaccinated should continue to 
wear a mask and keep 6 feet social distanc-
ing. 

• For the Apple Valley Catholic Community, it 

is highly recommended in Phase 1 we 
continue to wear a mask during 
Mass.  However, following the protocols 
for The State of Massachusetts, if a pa-
rishioner is fully vaccinated, they have 
the option of not wearing a mask during 
Mass.  I, nor anyone on staff can ask if a 
person has been fully vaccinated or not.  

 
The dispensation from the obligation for coming to 
Sunday Mass has not yet been lifted, and even when 
it is, if a parishioner is feeling ill, they should remain 
at home. 
 

• Live Stream Mass will continue every Saturday 

at 4:00p and can be viewed on our Website, 

Facebook Page and our YouTube Channel Satur-
day and Sunday.  More details will follow on this 
later. 

 

• Social Distance: 

• St. Isidore will now have every other pew taped 

off as opposed to every two pews. All tape 
markers in the pews will be removed. Tape that 
marks a pew off limits will remain. The balcony 
will remain open for all Masses. 

• St. Elizabeth will still have every other pew taped 

off.  All tape markers in the pews will be re-
moved.  Tape that marks a pew off limits will re-
main. The balcony will remain open for all 
Masses. 

 

• Congregational Singing: 

• The following singing will be permitted during 

      all Masses, led by the Cantor: 
            -  Responsorial Psalm Refrain. 
            -  Gospel Acclamation. 
            -  The Holy, Holy 
            -  Mystery of Faith 
            -  Doxology (sung by Fr. Jeff) and the Great 
               Amen (response from the Parishioners). 
 

• Communion: 

• It is highly recommended that every parish-

ioner wear a mask when coming forth for com-
munion.   

• An usher will assist parishioners one pew at a 

time for communion. 

• The communion procession will continue to be a 

single line. 

• Priest, Deacon, and the Eucharistic Minister will 

sanitize their hands and wear a mask while dis-
tributing communion.   

• Blue tape will remain in the main aisle for social 

distancing during communion.  Blue tape will re-
main in place when receiving communion indicat-
ing where parishioners will stand to receive com-
munion. 

• Return to pews by the side aisles. 

• During communion, please remain kneeling or if 

it is hard to kneel, you may sit.  
  
I will continue to monitor Phase I working with a 
team of staff and volunteers.  Should additional 
change take effective during Phase I everyone will be 
updated a week or so before the new changes.  
  
I am confident that this process is the right approach 
for all of us as we move closer to a post Pandemic 
world.  We have done great these last 14 
months.  Let’s hang in there a little while longer for 
the safety of all children, teens, and adults.  Let us 
remember, we are all one in Christ.  Let us commit to 
supporting each other.   
 
I am yours in Christ, 
Fr. Jeff    
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May 30 ~ Solemnity of the  
Most Blessed Trinity 

 
Listen intently to the readings at Mass this week-
end, they leave no room for doubt as to the mes-
sage.  YOU have been commissioned, right along 
with the disciples to. . . Go… Baptize… Teach.  All 
strong imperatives.  Perhaps even more important 
– is the last line in the gospel: “…. I am with you 
always, until the end of the age.”  Evangelization 
is the work of the whole Church – and that in-
cludes you.  He is with you AL-
WAYS, no matter the times or cir-
cumstances.  So - take Christ’s 
commissioning to heart and 
spread the Good News! 

Emergency Covid Relief Special Collection 
 May 29-30 

 

As you may know, there is immense suffering 
and loss of life occurring in India and Brazil 
due to the pandemic. The Catholic Church, 
through Catholic Relief Services (CRS), is on the 
ground in those countries working to support 
local hospitals and programs which are being 
overwhelmed and which have reached a break-
ing point. Given our own experience in the 
United States with regards to the pandemic and 
the important role the Church has in being able 
to respond to global events, we have an oppor-
tunity to assist relief efforts.  To learn more 
about CRS efforts in the affected areas please 
visit: 

 https://
files.constantcontact.com/60393a2a701/

acc2e835-915e-47d6-bd69-0a720f2a16e9.pdf 
 

To Donate: 

Saint Elizabeth:  https://www.osvhub.com/st-
isidore-churchavc/funds/india-and-brazil-

relief-emergency-covid 
 

Saint Isidore: https://www.osvhub.com/st-
isidore-churchavc/funds/india-and-brazil-

relief-emergency-covid 
 

Your support is greatly appreciated! 

Happy 60th Anniversary St. Isidore! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the beginning…. 

Ground was broken in the spring of 1960, and one 
year later, Monsignor Sennott blessed the church 
and offered the first Mass on June 1, 1961.  On 
that same day, His Eminence Richard Cardinal 
Cushing issued the following decree: 

“Having consulted the parish priests of St. 
Bridget’s Parish in Maynard and St. Michael’s Par-
ish in Hudson and having obtained the advice and 
approval of the Consultors of the Archdiocese, I do 
now decree the erection of a new parish in Stow to 
be known as the Parish of Saint Isidore, the 
boundaries of which parish shall be coterminious 
with the Town of Stow…” 

The church was named in honor of St. Isidore, the 
patron of farmers.  Reverend Walter J. O’Donnell 
was appointed pastor but, because of ill health, he 
only served one month in this capacity.  Reverend 
Charles F. Glennon succeeded Fr. O’Donnell in 
July 1961.  Fr. Glennon lived at St. Bridget’s rec-
tory in Maynard while St. Isidore’s fifteen-room 
rectory was being completed. 

St. Isidore’s was dedicated by Cardinal Cushing on 
Sunday, December 31, 1961.  The church was 
filled with the people of Stow of all denominations 
who came to show their support of the new Catho-
lic parish. 

AVCC Welcomes our beloved parishioners back 
to Mass after a long hard Pandemic.   

 
Paulette Joyal joins Bill and Sue Hart to  

celebrate her first day back to in person Mass 
on Pentecost Sunday! 
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Our Collaborative Vegetable Garden 

 
Our collaborative vegetable garden at Saint Isi-
dore has been tilled and we are in need of plant 
donations.  After consulting with local food pan-
tries the plants most needed are tomatoes, pep-
pers, winter squash, herbs (basil, mint, parsley), 
eggplant, and green onions.   All donations can 
be left on the side of the St. Isidore garage.   
 
We are also in need of volunteers to help plant 
and maintain the garden through the summer 
and to drop off produce at the food pantries. 
 
If anyone is interested in participating in our gar-
den activities at Saint Isidore, please email Mich-
ele at mtsinopoli@yahoo.com.   All ages from 2 to 
201 are welcome! 

Mass Schedule 
 

Saturday - 4:00 p.m. Live Stream/Recorded 
Mass from St. Elizabeth 

Sunday - 8:45 a.m. Mass at St. Isidore 
Sunday - 10:45 a. m. Mass St. Elizabeth 
Sunday - 5:00 p.m. Mass St. Elizabeth 

Prayers For Our First Communion Children 

 
Please pray for the children of our collaborative 
who will receive the sacrament of Holy Eucharist 
for the first time on June 5th. This long awaited 
day will be a source of many treasured memories 
for our children and their families who helped pre-
pare them through the year for this very special 
occasion.  
 
Prayers of gratitude are offered for Kathryn Dailey 
and Tish McGonegal, who worked so closely and 
so well with the children and their families as they 
prepared for Holy Eucharist. Let us, as a commu-
nity, continue to keep these children in our 
prayers—may this day be for them the first of 
many meetings with Jesus in the Eucharist and 
may they continue to grow closer to Our Lord.  

Building A Bridge: How the Catholic Church 

and the LGBT Community Can Enter into a 

Relationship of Respect, Compassion 

 and Sensitivity  

 
The Apple Valley Social Justice Ministry is spon-
soring a three-part discussion of the book Build-
ing A Bridge: How the Catholic Church and the 
LGBT Community Can Enter into a Relationship of 

Respect, Compassion and Sensitivity by James 
Martin. The discussion will take place on Mon-
days, June 7, June 14 and June 21 from 7-8 
p.m. on Zoom. All are invited. Please email Linda 
at socialjustice@avcatholic.org to register and for 
the zoom link. 

Graduating Seniors! 

All are welcome (bring your friends!) to join us for 
Baccalaureate. On Tuesday, June 1, 9:30-11:30 
a.m., St. Elizabeth of Hungary Parish Hall. This is 
a special opportunity to celebrate the end of high 
school with a unique Prayer Service and an Amaz-
ing Brunch! Please RSVP to Sheila at 
sheilab@avcatholic.org.  
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Pastor: Rev. Jeffrey Archer 
 (frjeff@avcatholic.org), (978) 263-4305 ext. 15 

 
Deacon: Charles A. Cornell 

(charliec@avcatholic.org), (978) 562-7447 
 

Collaborative Office & Communication Manager: Janice Howes  
  (janiceh@avcatholic.org), (978) 263-4305 ext. 10 

 
Director of Finance & Operations: Annmarie Mazzucotelli, 

(annmariem@avcatholic.org), (978) 263-4305 ext. 11 
 

Collaborative Director of Music: Andrea Goodrich 
   (andreag@avcatholic.org), (978) 263-4305  ext. 12 

 

Coordinator of High School Youth Ministry:  
Sheila Bauer, (sheilab@avcatholic.org),  

 (978) 263-4305 ext. 23 
 

Director of Faith Formation: Barbara Dane  
(barbarad@avcatholic.org), (978) 263-4305 ext. 16  

 (Faith Formation for Grades 5-8) 
 

 

Coordinator of Young Family Ministries: Tom  Spataro 
(toms@avcatholic.org), (978) 263-4305 ext. 17  

 
Operations & Finance Administrative Assistant:  Judy Richardson 

(judyr@avcatholic.org), 978 263-4305 ext. 19 
 

Liturgical Coordinator: Mary Ryan  
   (maryr@avcatholic.org), (978) 263-4305 ext. 35 

 
Collaborative Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (“RCIA”) : 

Trina Toups (trinat@avcatholic.org) 
 

St. Elizabeth’s St. Vincent DePaul: Conference of Acton/Boxborough 
(978) 263-4305 ext.  14 

 
St. Isidore’s St. Vincent De Paul Conference of Stow 

(978) 263-4305 ext. 21 

For the week ending 5/16/21 

 

Cash & Check Offertory                                                    $      4,005         
Electronic Offertory (EFT & Online):                    $       6,263              
Total Parish Support:                      $     10,268       
 
Offertory since 7/1/2020:                 
      Total Collected Offertory:                                           $   551,110 
      Total Revised budgeted offertory:             $   548,203 
      Over (Under) Revised Budget       $       2,907         
 
Revised budgeted net income 

                 for the year ended 6/30/2021:                          $     63,602  
Offertory Over (under) Revised Budget since 7/1/2020   $       2,907          
Projected net income for the year ended 6/30/2021          $     66,509    
 

 
St. Vincent de Paul collection:                                          $          120        

For the week ending 5/16/21 

 

Cash & Check Offertory                                                   $         1,283                 
Electronic Offertory (EFT & Online):                   $         2,505                           
Total Parish Support:                     $         3,788                  
 
Offertory since 7/1/2020: 
Total Collected Offertory:                                                $      190,419      
      Total Revised budgeted offertory:         $     188,777         
Over (Under) Revised Budget       $         1,642   
 
Revised budgeted net income 

               for the year ended 6/30/2021:                             $        9,466             
Offertory Over (under)  Revised Budget since 7/1 /2020  $        1,642   
Grand Annual over revised budget since 7/1/2020            $        5,937            
Projected net income for the year ended 6/30/2021           $      17,045        
 
Grand Annual collection (118% of                                                                                                                              
 revised goal of $32,560                        $     38,497   
St. Vincent de Paul collection                                             $              5               

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR PARISH SUPPORT 

ST. ELIZABETH 

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR PARISH SUPPORT 

ST. ISIDORE  

Thank You 
 

Our mission reflects the Great Commission of Jesus Christ, to go and make disciples!   We do not travel 
our journey of faith alone, but with each other.  Being a disciple is a lifelong journey of learning and 
growing in faith, knowledge and  love of the Lord.  Thank You for your continued support of our commu-
nity! 
 
Then Jesus approached and said to them, "All power in heaven and on earth has been given to me.  Go, 
therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you.  And behold, I am with 
you always, until the end of the age." Matthew 28:18-20 


