
 

 

Welcome– We’re Glad You’re Here! 
 

Apple Valley Catholic Collaborative Office: 
89 Arlington Street, Acton, MA 01720 

(978) 263-4305 — Visit us at https://applevalleycatholic.org 
Follow Us On Face Book: Apple Valley Catholic Collaborative 

Subscribe to our YouTube Channel: https://www.youtube.com/channel/

Apple Valley Catholic Collaborative  

Two parishes One Mission 

 
St. Isidore Parish 

429 Great Road, Stow, MA 01775 
 

 
St. Elizabeth of Hungary Parish 

89 Arlington Street, Acton, MA 01720 
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Mass Times 
 

Saturday Mass, 4:00 p.m.— St. Isidore 
Sunday Mass, 8:45 a.m.— St. Isidore 

Sunday Mass, 10:45 a.m.— St. Elizabeth,  
(Live Streaming Mass) 

Sunday Mass, 5:00 p.m.— St. Elizabeth 
 

The live stream Mass will be broadcast every  
Sunday at 10:45 a.m. to our Website, Facebook 

page and YouTube page.  
 

Weekday Mass 
 

Monday Mass 9:00 a.m.—St. Elizabeth 
Tuesday Mass 9:00 a.m.—St. Isidore 

Welcome Back Weekend Celebration and Candles 
 

As Catholics, we see candles on a regular basis. We’re all familiar with the purple and pink Advent can-
dles. We light the Paschal Candle during the Easter season, and relight it for baptisms and funerals. The 
sanctuary lamp is always lit when Christ is present in the tabernacle. Racks of votive candles are found 
lined up in front of statues, side altars and icons. In fact, candles appear at every sacrament (except for 
Reconciliation). We see candles at ceremonies, dedications, vigils, blessings and celebrations. 
 
So, why does the candle have such a strong significance in our faith? 
 
The candle represents Christ. “I am the light of the world; he who follows me will not walk in darkness 
but will have the light of life.” (Jn 8:12) 
 
In Church tradition, liturgical candles are mostly made of beeswax. And there’s so much symbolism be-
hind this! The worker bee, who does not participate in the hive’s reproduction process, is devoted to the 
gathering nectar, which creates wax and nurtures the hive. The Blessed Virgin Mary is often depicted as 
the worker bee for this reason, and Christ as the beeswax candle. Likewise, these same worker bees sym-
bolize the clergy. Also, each bee has a role to play in the hive, much like every individual that makes up 
the Body of Christ, the Church. 
 
The candle also goes hand-in-hand with prayer – it’s a symbol of the light of faith. 
It burns as an offering to the Lord – an offering of thanksgiving or petition. 
 
As a parish, we plan to light candles at our Parish Celebration Weekend on 
September 12th to offer the prayers of our parish families – and we need 
your help to do this. 
 
Beginning at this weekend's Masses, candles will be available at each church before and after Masses and 
at the Parish Center Hall during the week. You will be given a candle (and a how to decorate guide!) to 
take home and decorate. Some ideas for decorations include a photo of a family member you’ve lost to the 
pandemic, words of your favorite prayer or a picture of your family. We hope that you will be creative and 
decorate the candle however you wish, respectfully and in the spirit of prayer. 
During our Parish Celebration Weekend, we will present the candles at the Sunday 8:45 and 10:45 
Masses and light them. Afterwards, you are invited to take your candles home with you and contin-
ue to use in your household for prayer for as long as you like. 
 
More information on our Parish Celebration Weekend events can be found on our website 
at applevalleycatholic.org/welcomeback 
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Register Or Update Your  
Parish Registration 

 
Registering as a parishioner and keeping your in-
formation updated and accurate helps us to be 
able to respond and minister to you more quickly 
and efficiently. Please visit our website to update 
or register yourself and or your family.  It would 
be very much appreciated! 
 

https://applevalleycatholic.org/register  

2021 Catholic Appeal Update 
 
Our heartfelt thanks to all who have helped make 
our campaign a success so far. Whether you are 
attending Mass in person or watching from home, I 
invite you to join me in supporting the Catholic Ap-
peal. Donations can be made on line at 
www.bostoncatholicappeal.org 
 
St. Elizabeth has raised $38,010 toward the 2021 
Catholic Appeal goal of $55,677.55. St. Isidore has 
raised $12,325 toward the 2021 Catholic Appeal of 
$23,883.48.  Every gift, regardless of the size, is 
meaningful and can make an impact. Your partici-
pation in our Appeal is very much appreciated by 
our parish and the thousands that are served 
through the Archdiocesan Central Ministries.  

Prayer Line 
Prayer makes a difference!  

 
Can you take a few minutes each week to pray 
for others? Do you need prayers yourself? Con-
nect with our email prayer group!  To join the 
group or to request prayers, please send an 
email to Cathy, nushamrockgirl@gmail.com. For 
requests, to protect privacy, we only use first 
names or no name. 

Mass Intentions 
 

Saturday, August 7, 4:00 p.m. 
The Magda Family, Memorial Mass 

 
Sunday, August 8, 8:45 a.m. 
Jack Clary, Memorial Mass 

 
Sunday, August 8, 10:45 a.m. 

David MacKenzie, Memorial Mass 

High School Youth Ministry 
 

Mystery All-Nighter—August 21-22 
 
One of the most anticipated events we do - the 
Mystery All-Nighter! We begin with the 4 p.m. 
Mass at St. Isidore and then embark on a night 
of surprises, fun, action, and the occasional 
nodding off. We will return to St. Isidore by 6 
a.m. on Sunday morning. Please note - we abso-
lutely need chaperones for the activity to run. 
Please let Sheila know if you can help out! This 
event will be cancelled without sufficient (at 
least 3 people 25 years and up) adult supervi-
sion. 
 

For additional information contact Sheila at 
sheilab@avcatholic.org  

 
To register go to: 

 
Summer Youth Ministry Activities (wufoo.com) 

https://avcc.wufoo.com/forms/

Save the dates!!! -  Collaborative Music News 
 

Do you like to sing?  
The Music Ministry at Apple Valley Catholic 

has a place for you! 
 
Collaborative Adult Choirs will rehearse on 
Wednesdays from 7 – 8:30 p.m.  beginning on 
August 18 in St. Elizabeth’s Parish Center 
Hall.  If you can sing on pitch and want to join a 
wonderful group of people singing praise to God, 
please join us.  
 
Beginning in September… 
St. Isidore and St. Elizabeth Children’s 
Choir  (grades 2 – 5) will rehearse on Tuesdays 
from 6-6:45 p.m.  beginning on September 14. 
The Collaborative Teen Ensemble (singers and 
instrumentalists in grades 6 – 12) will rehearse 
on Mondays from 6 - 7 p.m. beginning on Sep-
tember 15. 
 
We hope this helps with your fall planning. 
Covid guidelines are being monitored and sched-
ules will be adjusted as needed. For more infor-
mation, contact Andrea Goodrich at: 
andreag@avcatholic.org   
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Pastor: Rev. Jeffrey Archer 

 (frjeff@avcatholic.org), (978) 263-4305 ext. 15 
 

Deacon: Charles A. Cornell 
(charliec@avcatholic.org), (978) 562-7447 

 
Collaborative Office & Communication Manager: Janice Howes  

  (janiceh@avcatholic.org), (978) 263-4305 ext. 10 
 

Director of Finance & Operations: Annmarie Mazzucotelli, 
(annmariem@avcatholic.org), (978) 263-4305 ext. 11 

 
Collaborative Director of Music: Andrea Goodrich 
   (andreag@avcatholic.org), (978) 263-4305  ext. 12 

 
Coordinator of High School Youth Ministry:  

Sheila Bauer, (sheilab@avcatholic.org),  
 (978) 263-4305 ext. 23 

 
Director of Faith Formation: Barbara Dane  

(barbarad@avcatholic.org), (978) 263-4305 ext. 16  
 (Faith Formation for Grades 5-8) 

 
 
 

Coordinator of Young Family Ministries: Tom  Spataro 
(toms@avcatholic.org), (978) 263-4305 ext. 17  

 
Operations & Finance Administrative Assistant:  Judy Richardson 

(judyr@avcatholic.org), 978 263-4305 ext. 19 
 

Liturgical Coordinator: Mary Ryan  
   (maryr@avcatholic.org), (978) 263-4305 ext. 35 

 
Collaborative Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (“RCIA”) : 

Trina Toups (trinat@avcatholic.org) 
 

St. Elizabeth’s St. Vincent DePaul: Conference of Acton/Boxborough 
(978) 263-4305 ext.  14 

 
St. Isidore’s St. Vincent De Paul Conference of Stow 

(978) 263-4305 ext. 21 
 

 
Confession: 

Saturday, 3:00-3:45 p.m., St. Isidore 
 

First Wednesday of each month at 
St. Elizabeth, 4-6 p.m. 

For the week ending 7/25/21 
 

Cash & Check Offertory                                                   $       3,312         
Electronic Offertory (EFT & Online):                    $       7,969              
Total Parish Support:                      $     11,281       
 
Offertory since 7/1/2021:                 
      Total collected offertory:                                             $    43,878 
      Total budgeted  offertory:                             $     47,354 
      Over (under) budget                            $    (3,476)        
 
Budgeted operating deficit 
                 for the year ended 6/30/2022:                           $ (56,001)  
Offertory over (under) budget since 7/1/2021                   $   (3,476)          
Projected operating deficit for the year 
                 ended 6/30/2022                                               $  (59,477)       
 

 
St. Vincent de Paul collection:                                          $          100        

 
 

For the week ending 7/25/21 
 

Cash & Check Offertory                                                   $           700               
Electronic Offertory (EFT & Online):                   $         3,003                           
Total Parish Support:                      $        3,703          
 
Offertory since 7/1/2021: 
      Total collected offertory:                                            $       15,939      
      Total budgeted offertory (1):                          $      16,016 
      Over (under) budget                                   $           (77) 
  
Budgeted operating deficit for the year  
      ended 6/30/2022:                                                         $    (26,347)            
Offertory over (under) budget since 7/1/2021                   $          (77)   
Projected operating deficit for the year ended 6/30/2022  $   (26,424)                                                     
 
(1) Budgeted offertory for the year ended 6/30/2022 is $212k. 
 
Budgeted Grand Annual collection for the year 
     ended 6/30/22 is $45k                                                               
St. Vincent de Paul collection                                             $              5                 

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR PARISH SUPPORT 

ST. ELIZABETH 

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR PARISH SUPPORT 

ST. ISIDORE  

Thank You 
 
Thank You for your faithfulness and continued support of each other, our parishes and communi-
ties during these challenging times.  Your support is very much appreciated and allows us to go forth 
together to bring people to Jesus, form disciples and serve our hungry world as Christ's heart, hands 
and feet. 
 
Thank You for your generous response to the request from Father David of the Missionary Society of 
Saint James the Apostle - our Apple Valley Catholic Community will be providing the Society with over 
$4,500!  

 
Show me your faith without deeds, and I will show you my faith by my deeds.~ James 2:18 


