
Apple Valley Catholic Community
Two Parishes - One Mission

 We Welcome YOU!

At the Apple Valley Catholic Community, we live out the commandment Jesus gave to His disciples
when He said “Love one another. As I have loved you, so you also should love one another.” (John
13:34). We live this commandment by acknowledging we are all, in one way or another, our sister's
and brother's keepers.

We affirm the dignity and worth of each person regardless of your race, nationality or ethnic group,
gender, sexual orientation, immigration status, age, socioeconomic class, married, single, divorced,
Mass attendance, or anything else. We affirm that we are all God's children and part of the one
family of God and that means We Welcome YOU.

St. Elizabeth of Hungary Parish
89 Arlington St. Acton, MA 01720

St. Isidore Parish
429 Great Rd. Stow, MA 01775

Twenty Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time - October 5, 2025



Mass Intentions Upcoming Events

OCIA

Live Family Rosary from 2024.
Come join us for this year’s interactive
fun on Sat October 18 at St Elizabeth’s

Saturday October 4, 5:00PM
Gerald Gibbon

Sunday October 5, 8:45AM
June Hayden

Sunday October 5, 10:45AM
Robert Silver

October 13 - High School Columbus Day Outing

October 18 - Family Live Rosary
 at St Elizabeth

October 24 - Trunk or Treat
 at St Elizabeth

October 25 - 5  & 6  Grade Retreatth th

 at St Elizabeth

November 1 - Trivia Night
 at St Isidore

November 2 -Children’s Mass 
 at St Elizabeth

November 7 - Remembrance Service 
 at St Elizabeth
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Do you want to learn more about the
Catholic Church? Are you interested in
perhaps becoming Catholic? Are you an
adult Catholic who would like to complete
your sacraments?

Apple Valley Catholic Community will be
hosting a series of informational meetings
beginning the weekend of October 19th. If
you are curious about the Church or want to
learn more about our adult process for
initiation, you are welcome to drop by for
one of our sessions in October. There is no
commitment, just welcome.  Please contact
Trina Toups at TrinaT@AVCatholic.org

mailto:TrinaT@AVCatholic.org


We’ll be offering a variety of activities throughout the ministry year to help
us examine how all human life is sacred--in all stages and circumstances, within the context of God’s
creation. As Genesis teaches, we are, one and all, made in the image and likeness of God, and made
for relationship with God. From the Gospels we learn that loving one another flows forth from our
love of God, who first loved us and who extends us his grace when we fall short. How will our
activities help us flesh out this important and complex theme in teaching, prayer, and action? We’re
inviting a special guest speaker to teach us about the Consistent Ethic of Life, a distinctly Catholic
way to view and express the importance of all facets of human life in civic society. We’re planning a
unique Mass for and with persons with disabilities and special needs. To explore the history of
Catholic Social Teaching, we’ll host a fun workshop about our new Pope, Leo XIV, and his namesake,
Pope Leo XIII. A prayer service for world peace, our ongoing partnership with our refugee family, and
family-friendly tips for teaching little ones about how we can love others as Jesus did—these will
round out our year.

Curious? Please stay tuned for more information about our events and activities, coming shortly.
Want to help? Email socialjustice@avcatholic.org
All are welcome!

Social Justice Ministry Corner
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This fall marks the 6th year of the AVCC Social Justice Ministry! With our
loyal group, we’ve strived to build our understanding of Catholic Social
Teaching, focusing each year on one of the 7 themes of CST. This year,
we’re ready to introduce the important theme of Life & Dignity of the
Human Person.

As we continue to celebrate the Year of Hope,
Apple Valley Catholic will offer a Bible Study on
“Encountering the God of Faith, Hope, and Love
in the Bible” (from Little Rock Scripture Studies).
We will meet on the first floor of the St.
Elizabeth of Hungary Parish Center, on seven
Tuesday evenings, October 7 – November 18,
from 7:30 – 9:00 pm. Please purchase the above
text at

https://litpress.org/products/00511

Go to avcatholic.org to sign up or contact Cindy
Harrington if you have any questions. All are
welcome!

Sign up or view more groups
at avcatholic.org!

Bible StudyLIFT

It’s not too late to sign up for one of our Fall LIFT
groups.

Joyce’s Prayer Shawl Group

Barbara and Kelly Emmaus Walk Group

Kathy’s Rosary Group

The above groups still have space available and
remember, if you see another group on the
website or in our LIFT brochures that interests
you, please reach out to Tom Spataro at
toms@avcatholic.org

Life was made to be lived together!

mailto:socialjustice@avcatholic.org
mailto:toms@avcatholic.org
https://litpress.org/products/00511
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Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,

In this Sunday’s Gospel, we hear a short but powerful plea from the disciples: “Increase our
faith.” These are words we might find rising in our own hearts when life feels uncertain, when
prayers seem unanswered, when we face challenges bigger than ourselves. The disciples knew
that following Jesus would require more trust than they could muster on their own. So, they
turned to the only One who could give what they lacked.

Jesus’ answer might surprise us: “If you have faith the size of a mustard seed, you would say to
this mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted and planted in the sea,’ and it would obey you.” A mustard seed
is tiny — almost invisible in the palm of your hand. Yet Jesus says that even the smallest spark
of true faith has the power to move what seems immovable.

Faith is not about how much we have; it’s about who we place it in. We sometimes imagine faith
as something we must “build up” on our own, as if we could measure it by feelings or
achievements. But real faith is a relationship of trust leaning on God’s strength, not ours. It’s
choosing to believe that God is present, good, and at work even when life is confusing or hard.

So, what does it mean to ask Jesus to “increase our faith” today? It’s inviting Him deeper into
our ordinary lives:

When we worry about a loved one’s health, we whisper, “Lord, I trust You with this.”
When we face decisions or conflicts, we pray, “Jesus, guide me and give me courage.”
When we see suffering or injustice, we respond with love and hope, believing that God

       can work through us to bring healing.

Faith is not something we wait to “feel.” It is something we choose and practice, step by step
showing up to pray, forgiving, serving, and loving. And the more we practice, the more our faith
grows, often quietly, like that tiny seed becoming a strong tree.

This week, I invite each of us to pray this prayer. Not a vague wish, but a conscious opening of
our hearts to the One who can strengthen us.

Prayer for Increased Faith
Lord Jesus, increase my faith.

When I am uncertain, give me trust in Your plan.
When I am discouraged, remind me that even a mustard seed of faith can move mountains.

When I struggle to love or forgive, strengthen my heart with Your mercy.
Plant in me a faith that grows deep and steady — a faith that bears fruit in my words and actions.

May I follow You with courage and hope, believing that You are with me always.

With you in prayer and hope,

Fr. Jeff

Twenty Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time - October 5, 2025
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Weekend Mass Times Weekday Mass Times

Saturday Mass, 5:00 p.m.— St. Elizabeth Monday Mass 9:00 a.m.— St. Elizabeth
Sunday Mass, 8:45 a.m.— St. Isidore Tuesday Mass 9:00 a.m.— St. Isidore
Sunday Mass, 10:45 a.m.— St. Elizabeth

Confessions: Saturday, 4:00-4:45 p.m., St. Elizabeth
1st Wednesday of the Month: St. Isidore 4:00-6:00 p.m.

Weekend Mass Times Weekday Mass Times

Saturday Mass, 5:00 p.m.— St. Elizabeth Monday Mass 9:00 a.m.— St. Elizabeth
Sunday Mass, 8:45 a.m.— St. Isidore Tuesday Mass 9:00 a.m.— St. Isidore
Sunday Mass, 10:45 a.m.— St. Elizabeth

Apple Valley Catholic Parish Team
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Confessions: Saturday, 4:00-4:45 p.m., St. Elizabeth
1st Wednesday of the Month: St. Isidore 4:00-6:00 p.m.

Pastor: Rev. Jeffrey Archer
frjeff@avcatholic.org, (978) 263-4305 ext. 115

Weekend Presider & Prof. of Philosophy and Theology at Pope St. John
XXIII National Seminary: Msgr. Fay

Deacon: Charles A. Cornell
charliec@avcatholic.org, (978) 562-7447

Comptroller, Joe Nelson,
joen@avcatholic.org, (978) 263-4305 ext. 111

Financial Consultant: Annmarie Mazzucotelli
annmariem@avcatholic.org

Director of Evangelization - Baptism, LIFT, Communications:
Tom Spataro toms@avcatholic.org, (978) 263-4305

ext. 113

Director of Music - Arline Carboneau,
arlinec@avcatholic.org, (978) 263-4305 ext. 112

Director of Religious Education - Youth Ministry:
Sheila Bauer, sheilab@avcatholic.org,

(978) 263-4305 ext. 123

Coordinator of Faith Formation Grades 5-7:
Adam Tocci

adamt@avcatholic.org, (978) 263-4305 ext. 116

Apple Valley Catholic Parish Team
Coordinator of Faith Formation K-4: Kelley Christie

kelleyc@avcatholic.org, (978) 26-4305 ext. 117

Finance & Operations Administrative Assistant:
Judy Richardson

judyr@avcatholic.org, 978 263-4305 ext. 119

Office Coordinator/Communications:
Kaitie Duhamel

kaitied@avcatholic.org, 978-263-4305 ext. 110

Liturgical Coordinator: Mary Ryan
  maryr@avcatholic.org, (978) 263-4305 ext. 135

Collaborative Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
(“RCIA”) Trina Toups trinat@avcatholic.org, (978) 263-4305 ext. 122

Alpha Coordinator: Bernice Higdon
alpha@avcatholic.org, (978) 263-4305 ext. 124

Custodian: Daniel Farah
danielf@avcatholic.org

St. Elizabeth’s St. Vincent DePaul
Conference of Acton/Boxborough: (978) 263-4305 ext.114

St. Isidore’s St. Vincent De Paul
Conference of Stow: (978) 263-4305 ext.121

Thank You

"For God did not give us a spirit of cowardice but rather of power and love and self-control. So do not be ashamed of
your testimony to our Lord, nor of me, a prisoner for his sake; but bear your share of hardship for the gospel with the

strength that comes from God." ~ 2 Timothy 1: 7-8

Jesus Christ seeks to be in relationship with each and everyone one of us. To encounter Jesus is to experience his love
in a meaningful and life transforming way. Your support of our parishes is a reflection of your faith that Jesus Christ is
Lord, and your desire that our generation and following generations come to know this. Our faith in action is life
changing for ourselves and for those who encounter us. Thank You for your continued engagement and support!

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR PARISH SUPPORT
ST. ELIZABETH

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR PARISH SUPPORT
ST. ISIDORE

For the week ending 9/21/25

Cash & Check offertory $ 3,168
Electronic offertory (EFT & Online): $ 7,823
Total Parish Support $ 10,991

St. Vincent de Paul collection: $ 156

For the week ending 9/21/25

Cash & Check offertory $ 3,129
Electronic offertory (EFT & Online): $ 2,895
Total Parish Support $ 6,024

St. Vincent de Paul collection: $ 4
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For Advertising call 617-779-3771 Pilot Bulletins Saint Elizabeth of Hungary, Acton, MA 4404

50%
OFF

Get

One Application*

Call for your FREE, no-obligation quote today!

1-855-614-6526

Experience the TruGreen Difference
Certified Specialists
Our extensively trained and 
licensed specialists use their 
expertise to maximize your 
lawn’s potential.

Local Lawn Plans
We understand no two 
lawns are alike, which is why 
we customize our plans to 
your specific region.

Satisfaction Guarantee
We’ll gladly visit your 
property as needed between 
scheduled visits to ensure 
your satisfaction

Don’t wait until 
spring to get a 
lawn you love

Better Shelves. 
Custom Solutions.
Say goodbye to clutter and frustration–wherever it lives. From kitchens 
and pantries to bathrooms and laundry rooms, ShelfGenie® custom pull-
out shelves bring smart, accessible storage to every space in your home.

Schedule Now by Calling 
855-625-9032 

© 2025 ShelfGenie SPC LLC. All rights reserved. Locally owned and operated franchise. Offer valid at participating 
locations only. Limit one offer per household. *Applies to Classic and Designer line. EXP 10/31/2025. 

FREE EXPERT 
DESIGN CONSULTATION

A 
$250 VALUE
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Kevin Ryan, PT, OCS
Parishioner

978-252-2800 •

(978) 263-1403
Fax • (978) 635-9614

Email • wokinc@aol.com

Custom and Semi-Custom cabinetry 
for every room

www.worldofkitchensinc.com
172 Great Rd P.O Box 783 

Acton, MA 01720

GRANITE | MARBLE | QUARTZ
New England Stone Fabricator

617-699-0114
www.newcapitalgranite.com

- FULLY LICENSED AND INSURED -

978-263-8005

Tree Removal • Land Clearing 
Pruning • Stump Grinding

www.newenglandtreemasters.com

978-804-1521978-804-1521

MARK L. SCHEIER
mscheier@skactonlaw.com
REGINA H. BUCKLEY
rbuckley@skactonlaw.com

HEATHER L. DUMONT
hdumont@skactonlaw.com

BARBARA J. EPSTEIN
bepstein@skactonlaw.com

FRANCISCO C. MELON
cmelon@skactonlaw.com

Scheier Katin & Epstein, PC
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

www.skactonlaw.com

Tel: 978- 264-4655     103 Great Road, Acton, MA 01720     Fax: 978-264-4979
Real Estate • Estate Planning • Estate Administration • Corporate & Business • Probate

FLOOR & TILEFOLEY & SONS
THE FAUCETORIUM

978-897-5698 • 161 Main Street, Maynard • 50 Years in Business
www.foleyandsonsfaucetorium.com

5%
Discount 

for Cash or 
Checks

5%
Discount for 

Veterans, Fire 
and Police

REMODEL YOUR BATHROOM

Tubs • Toilets • Heated Toilet Seats • Vanities • Sinks • Faucets • Shower Heads 
Safety Bars • Ceramic Tiles • Vinyl Floors • Wood Flooring • Wallpaper • Plumbing

Repair Parts • Carpet • Linoleum • Area Rugs • Counter Tops • Regrouting • Tile Repair

On 
Display

We
 Install

One
Call

Does 
It All

Ceramic Tile Repairs

JOSEPH FEENEY
- Licensed & Insured -

Quality Craftsmanship You Can Trust

Servicing Concord &
Surrounding Communities

617-824-4643

978-875-2791
www.titaniumpaintinc.com

Interior/Exterior Painting

10% OFF
SENIORS

JOSEPH G. PERRY
PLUMBING AND HEATING INC.

• Bath & Kitchen Remodeling
• Boiler & Heating Systems
Gas Piping • Frozen Pipes

• Water Heaters
Drain Cleaning

• New Construction

Residential & Commercial

Serving the community since 1952

License #M9389

(978) 263-5595(978) 263-5595
29 Homestead Street 

West Acton, MA.

Phone: (978) 930-5812
Address: 11 Davis Road,
Acton, MA, 01720

��������	�


9-2 Digital Way, Maynard, MA
www.zdayspamaynard.com 

Your Beauty 
Getaway

978-298-5813

10% OFF First 
Service!

(1st Time Customers Only)*

BIKE & SKI SHOP
340 Great Road, Acton
978-860-2060
www.actoncycles.com

AD SPACE
AVAILABLE

617-779-3771

AD SPACE
AVAILABLE

617-779-3771

When patronizing our Sponsors
let them know you saw them in the 

Church Bulletin.

Support Local Business

Be prepared before the next power outage.

Your gift helps care for the 
health and well-being of 
priests in good standing.

    S U P P O R T  O U R  P R I E S T S  T H I S  S E P T E M B E R !

clergytrust.org

GIVE TODAY 
VIA THE 

QR CODE
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Better Shelves. 
Custom Solutions.
Say goodbye to clutter and frustration–wherever it lives. From kitchens 
and pantries to bathrooms and laundry rooms, ShelfGenie® custom pull-
out shelves bring smart, accessible storage to every space in your home.

Schedule Now by Calling 
855-625-9032 

© 2025 ShelfGenie SPC LLC. All rights reserved. Locally owned and operated franchise. Offer valid at participating 
locations only. Limit one offer per household. *Applies to Classic and Designer line. EXP 10/31/2025. 

FREE EXPERT 
DESIGN CONSULTATION

A 
$250 VALUE

50%
OFF

Get

One Application*

Call for your FREE, no-obligation quote today!

1-855-614-6526

Experience the TruGreen Difference
Certified Specialists
Our extensively trained and 
licensed specialists use their 
expertise to maximize your 
lawn’s potential.

Local Lawn Plans
We understand no two 
lawns are alike, which is why 
we customize our plans to 
your specific region.

Satisfaction Guarantee
We’ll gladly visit your 
property as needed between 
scheduled visits to ensure 
your satisfaction

Don’t wait until 
spring to get a 
lawn you love
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Kevin Ryan, PT, OCS
Parishioner

978-252-2800 •

“Jesus Wept.”John 11:35 

Your gift helps care 
for the health and 

well-being of priests 
in good standing.

    S U P P O R T  O U R  P R I E S T S  T H I S  S E P T E M B E R !

clergytrust.org

GIVE TODAY 
VIA THE 

QR CODE

FLOOR & TILEFOLEY & SONS
THE FAUCETORIUM

978-897-5698 • 161 Main Street, Maynard • 50 Years in Business
www.foleyandsonsfaucetorium.com

5%
Discount 

for Cash or 
Checks

5%
Discount for 

Veterans, Fire 
and Police

REMODEL YOUR BATHROOM

Tubs • Toilets • Heated Toilet Seats • Vanities • Sinks • Faucets • Shower Heads 
Safety Bars • Ceramic Tiles • Vinyl Floors • Wood Flooring • Wallpaper • Plumbing

Repair Parts • Carpet • Linoleum • Area Rugs • Counter Tops • Regrouting • Tile Repair

On 
Display

We
 Install

One
Call

Does 
It All

Ceramic Tile Repairs

Landscape Services

978-897-7498

ANNUALS & 
PERENNIALS

575 Great Road, Stow MA • www.stowgardencenter.com

*Includes labor and product; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. This 
promotion cannot be combined with any other offer. Other restrictions may apply. 
This offer expires 9/30/25. Each dealership is independently owned and operated. 

dealers only. See your dealer for details. ©2025 Bath Concepts Industries.

The Bath or Shower You’ve Always Wanted 
IN AS LITTLE AS A DAY

(844) 300-2419CALL 
NOW

$1000 OFF*

OFFER EXPIRES 9/30/2025

0% Interest
For 18 Months**

$1500OFF 
**

OR

OR
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Trash • Recycling • Compost
COLLECTION SERVICE

REQUEST A QUOTE TODAY!

www.carlisletrashcollection.com
������������������������

Better than curbside pickup, we come 
up your driveway to collect your trash 

right outside your door.

Be prepared before the next power outage.

to schedule your free quote!

No Fees. No Surprises. Just One
Incredible Off er at One
Incredible Price.

Spot price Free U.S. shipping
& 30-day returns+

Buy the NEW 2025 1 oz
Gold Eagle in MS70

1-855-571-2082

FREE SILVER EAGLE
FOR THE FIRST 100 CUSTOMERS

Disclaimer: Price subject to change based on
current market conditions.

GLOBAL
COIN

SAVE $350 when you transform
your patio into an outdoor oasis.

Instant shade—at the touch of a button. 

Enjoy more quality time with family and friends.

Up to 10-Year Limited Warranty. 

SAVE $350 TODAY!
America’s #1 Awning!
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