
Apple Valley Catholic Community
Two Parishes - One Mission

 We Welcome YOU!

At the Apple Valley Catholic Community, we live out the commandment Jesus gave to His disciples
when He said “Love one another. As I have loved you, so you also should love one another.” (John
13:34). We live this commandment by acknowledging we are all, in one way or another, our sister's
and brother's keepers.

We affirm the dignity and worth of each person regardless of your race, nationality or ethnic group,
gender, sexual orientation, immigration status, age, socioeconomic class, married, single, divorced,
Mass attendance, or anything else. We affirm that we are all God's children and part of the one
family of God and that means We Welcome YOU.

St. Elizabeth of Hungary Parish
89 Arlington St. Acton, MA 01720

St. Isidore Parish
429 Great Rd. Stow, MA 01775

Fourth Sunday of Advent - December 21, 2025



Mass Intentions Upcoming Events

Saturday December 19, 5:00PM
Alberta Gibbon & Tony Sobolesky

Sunday December 14, 8:45AM
Julio and Mercedes Morales

Sunday December 14, 10:45AM
Peter Light
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Vigil Mass - December 24
4:00 p.m. St. Elizabeth

6:30 p.m. St. Isidore
Christmas Day - December 25

8:45 a.m. St. Isidore
10:45 a.m. St. Elizabeth

Overflow parking for St. Isidore is available
next door at the Center School

January 1 - The Solemnity of Mary
at St Elizabeth 10:45

January 4 - Children’s Mass
at St Elizabeth

January 4 - Church Tour for First Communion
participants
at St Elizabeth

January 18 - Family Games and Hot Cocoa
at St. Elizabeth

Would you like to help as a greeter, usher or gift
bearer at a St Elizabeth Christmas Mass?

Please signup at the back of the church after
Mass or contact Mary Ryan
mryan@avcatholic.org or 978-263-4305 x135

Thank you to the Apple Valley Community for
all the generous gifts donated for the Giving
Tree this year.  This ministry was able to
contribute much needed gifts to 8 different
agencies throughout our community. Thank you
to all the volunteers who coordinated the
sorting and delivering of all the gifts.

mailto:mryan@avcatholic.org


A Night in Bethlehem

Fourth Sunday of Advent - December 21, 2025

Middle School Christmas Party
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Joseph discovers Mary is with child. Confused, hurt, and uncertain, he begins to step back quietly,
trying to do the right thing. But God interrupts his plan. An angel speaks into Joseph’s fear and
says: “Do not be afraid… for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit.” And then, we hear
one simple name: Emmanuel — God is with us.

That is the message we need to hear on this fourth Sunday of Advent. God comes into real life, not
ideal life.

Jesus is not born into perfection. He is born into misunderstanding, questions, and a family trying
to hold everything together as best they can. God did not wait for everything to be neat before
entering the world. He does not wait for everything to be neat before entering our lives.

Wherever you feel stretched, tired, or overwhelmed this week, remember: God steps into real life
that is your real life.

God speaks into our fears. In the Gospel, Joseph hears the same message: “Do not be afraid.”
Before Joseph could say yes to God, he needed to hear that God understood his fear. The same is
true for us.

This final week before Christmas can stir anxiety about family, finances, griefs we carry, or
memories that surface. The Lord meets us right there and whispers the same reassurance: “Do not
be afraid. I am with you.” God asks us to trust even when we do not understand. You see Joseph
never gets all the details. He simply receives enough light for the next step. And that is often how
faith works.

This Gospel invites us to ask: Where is God asking me to trust? Where is He asking me to let go of
fear and allow Him in? What step, just one step, is He calling me to take in faith?

Christmas is God choosing to be close. The name Emmanuel is not just a title; it is a promise. A
promise to the lonely. A promise to the anxious. A promise to the hopeful and the hurting. A
promise to each of us. 

As we enter these final days before Christmas, may we slow down enough to notice the nearness of
God, not in the noise, but in the quiet; not only in the celebrations, but also in the hidden, ordinary
moments of love.

May Joseph’s trust inspire our own. May Mary’s yes shape our hearts. And may the promise of
Emmanuel—God with us carry you into the joy of Christmas.

With prayer for you and your families as we approach the manger,
Fr. Jeff

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,

This Fourth Sunday of Advent brings us right to the edge of
Christmas. In today’s Gospel, the Church gives us a quiet but
powerful moment, the story of Joseph, a man who planned an
ordinary life but found himself face-to-face with the
extraordinary. 



Youth Ministry has been busy this Advent with retreats, volunteering at
Lazarus House and participating in Mass.
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We welcome your contribution towards flowers and items that will decorate our church for the
Christmas Season. Please complete and mail the form below to AVCC 89 Arlington St. Acton MA
01720 or put it in an envelope marked ‘SEoH or St. I Flower Fund’ and place it in the collection
basket at Mass. Envelopes are also available at each church.

Enclosed is my donation of $________ towards the 2025 Christmas Season Flower Fund.

I am making this donation in memory of ___________________________________________.

(please print clearly)

I would like the above name/s published in the bulletin on the Feast of the Epiphany. Yes__No __.

My name is __________________________________________________________________.

Please check here if you would like your donation to be made anonymously. ___

My donation is to (please check one) ____ St. Elizabeth Church ____ St. Isidore Church

St Elizabeth Christmas Flowers St Isidore Christmas Flowers

Christmas Season Flower Fund

If your donation is in memory of a deceased loved one whose name you wish to have published in
our bulletin on January 6th , the Feast of the Epiphany, please complete the form below. Contact
Mary Ryan at maryr@avcatholic.org 978-263-4305 X135 if you have questions.

Or you may also make your donation on line:

Fourth Sunday of Advent - December 21, 2025

Christmas Tree Pick Up Fundraiser
Acton Pick Ups Stow Pick Ups

Reserve now for your Christmas Tree disposal in January

mailto:maryr@avcatholic.org


Dear Brothers and Sister in Christ,

As we approach the beautiful season of Christmas, our hearts turn once again to the mystery of
God’s love made visible in the birth of Jesus Christ.

I am grateful for the many ways you support our parish community: through your presence at Mass,
your prayers, your volunteer service, and your financial gifts. Because of your faithfulness, we are
able to celebrate the sacraments, accompany families in difficult moments, form our young people
in the faith, offer faith formation for adults through LIFT, support those who are struggling, and
continue building a parish where all are welcome.

Looking ahead, we are planning more faith-filled events, outreach opportunities, and social
gatherings in 2026 to draw our community closer to Christ and to one another. These ministries are
the heart of who we are and they rely on the ongoing support of parishioners who believe in the
importance of a vibrant Catholic community.

If your financial situation permits, I humbly invite you to consider making a special year-end  
donation to support our parish mission. Year-end gifts help sustain our operating needs, maintain
our sacred spaces, strengthen our youth and adult faith formation programs, and assist us in
responding to the pastoral needs of those who turn to the Church for hope. Every gift regardless of
the amount makes a real and lasting difference.

Please know that I understand some families may be facing financial difficulty, and there is no
expectation beyond what one is able to give. Your prayers, your presence, and your continued
engagement in parish life are invaluable blessings to me and our community.

Attached you will find information on several simple and convenient ways to make a year-end gift,
again if you are able.

As we prepare to celebrate Christmas, I ask God to bless you and your loved ones with peace, joy,
and renewed hope. Thank you for being a vital part of our parish family.

Be assured of my prayers for you, your family, and all those you hold close.

In Christ’s Love,
Fr. Jeff 8
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Emmaus LIFT Group outing to see Matt Maher and Sarah Kroger’s Cathedrals Tour which
included bumping into fellow attendee Archbishop Henning

Fourth Sunday of Advent - December 21, 2025

To express our gratitude, all donors contributing to the
2025 year-end giving campaign will be automatically
entered into a raffle to win a $500 gift card to the
Liberty Hotel in Boston.
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2. One-Time Gift – Donate to our Year-End Donation Fund by writing a check made payable to St.
Elizabeth of Hungary or St. Isidore and return via the basket at Mass or mail to the Parish offices at
89 Arlington Street, Acton, MA 01720. Please be sure to note on your check that this is for our Year-
End Donation Fund.

3. Give from your investment portfolio - Some of your fellow parishioners have chosen to donate
appreciated stock or mutual fund units for their offerings. It helps our parish meet its financial
obligations and also reduces your capital gains tax. Others are donating a portion of their IRA
Required Minimum Distributions (RMD), and for those over 73 years old, you can use a very tax
efficient tool called a Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD) that counts toward your RMD. You
should consult with a tax or financial advisor regarding your specific situation and other potential
tools that are available to you such as charitable remainder trusts, Donor Advised Funds, and other
planned giving methods. Be sure to specify which parish your donation is for.

1. Online Giving – Donate to our Year-End Donation Fund using our Online Giving
Program. This can be found on our website at www.avcatholic.org/donate or by
scanning the QR code. Select either St. Isidore or St. Elizabeth of Hungary Parish.
Select our Year-End Donation Fund and make your donation.

www.avcatholic.org/donate


Weekend Mass Times Weekday Mass Times

Saturday Mass, 5:00 p.m.— St. Elizabeth Monday Mass 9:00 a.m.— St. Elizabeth
Sunday Mass, 8:45 a.m.— St. Isidore Tuesday Mass 9:00 a.m.— St. Isidore
Sunday Mass, 10:45 a.m.— St. Elizabeth

Confessions: Saturday, 4:00-4:45 p.m., St. Elizabeth
1st Wednesday of the Month: St. Isidore 4:00-6:00 p.m.

Weekend Mass Times Weekday Mass Times

Saturday Mass, 5:00 p.m.— St. Elizabeth Monday Mass 9:00 a.m.— St. Elizabeth
Sunday Mass, 8:45 a.m.— St. Isidore Tuesday Mass 9:00 a.m.— St. Isidore
Sunday Mass, 10:45 a.m.— St. Elizabeth

Thank You

Jesus Christ seeks to be in relationship with each and everyone one of us. To encounter Jesus is to experience his love
in a meaningful and life transforming way. Your support of our parishes is a reflection of your faith that Jesus Christ is

Lord, and your desire that our generation and following generations come to know this. Our faith in action is life
changing for ourselves and for those who encounter us. Thank You for your continued engagement and support!

Please note that only online donations to Saint Vincent de Paul are recorded. Cash left in the door boxes and checks made out
directly to Saint Vincent de Paul are not included in our records.

Apple Valley Catholic Parish Team

Confessions: Saturday, 4:00-4:45 p.m., St. Elizabeth
1st Wednesday of the Month: St. Isidore 4:00-6:00 p.m.

Pastor: Rev. Jeffrey Archer
frjeff@avcatholic.org, (978) 263-4305 ext. 115

Weekend Presider & Prof. of Philosophy and Theology at Pope St. John
XXIII National Seminary: Msgr. Fay

Deacon: Charles A. Cornell
charliec@avcatholic.org, (978) 562-7447

Comptroller, Joe Nelson,
joen@avcatholic.org, (978) 263-4305 ext. 111

Financial Consultant: Annmarie Mazzucotelli
annmariem@avcatholic.org

Director of Evangelization - Baptism, LIFT, Communications:
Tom Spataro toms@avcatholic.org, (978) 263-4305

ext. 113

Director of Music - Arline Carboneau,
arlinec@avcatholic.org, (978) 263-4305 ext. 112

Director of Religious Education - Youth Ministry:
Sheila Bauer, sheilab@avcatholic.org,

(978) 263-4305 ext. 123

Coordinator of Faith Formation Grades 5-7:
Adam Tocci

adamt@avcatholic.org, (978) 263-4305 ext. 116

Apple Valley Catholic Parish Team

Coordinator of Faith Formation K-4: Kelley Christie
kelleyc@avcatholic.org, (978) 26-4305 ext. 117

Finance & Operations Administrative Assistant:
Judy Richardson

judyr@avcatholic.org, 978 263-4305 ext. 119

Office Coordinator/Communications:
Kaitie Duhamel

kaitied@avcatholic.org, 978-263-4305 ext. 110

Liturgical Coordinator: Mary Ryan
  maryr@avcatholic.org, (978) 263-4305 ext. 135

Collaborative Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
(“RCIA”) Trina Toups trinat@avcatholic.org, (978) 263-4305 ext. 122

Alpha Coordinator: Bernice Higdon
alpha@avcatholic.org, (978) 263-4305 ext. 124

Custodian: Daniel Farah
danielf@avcatholic.org

St. Elizabeth’s St. Vincent DePaul
Conference of Acton/Boxborough: (978) 263-4305 ext.114

St. Isidore’s St. Vincent De Paul
Conference of Stow: (978) 263-4305 ext.121

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR PARISH SUPPORT
ST. ELIZABETH

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR PARISH SUPPORT
ST. ISIDORE

For the week ending 12/7/2025

Cash & Check offertory $ 5,417
Electronic offertory (EFT & Online): $ 8,075
Total Parish Support $ 13,492

St. Vincent de Paul collection: $ 801

For the week ending 12/7/2025

Cash & Check offertory $ 2,285
Electronic offertory (EFT & Online): $ 2,507
Total Parish Support $ 4,792

St. Vincent de Paul collection: $ 94
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For Advertising call 617-779-3771 Pilot Bulletins Saint Elizabeth of Hungary, Acton, MA 4404

SAVE 32%

R E G .  $ 2 9 . 9 9 

NOW 
$19.99 
+ $7.99 SHIPPING

C A L L  1 - 8 3 3 - 8 0 8 - 1 8 1 4
PITTMANDAVIS.COM/P6YG26  USE CODE: P6YG26
Good while supplies last. Some restrictions may apply. 
Limit 5 tins per customer. IC: P6YG26

www.chateau-de-fanjeau.com
“God is Love” 1 John 4:8 

Better Shelves. 
Custom Solutions.
Say goodbye to clutter and frustration–wherever it lives. 
From kitchens and pantries to bathrooms and laundry rooms, 
ShelfGenie® custom pull-out shelves bring smart, accessible 
storage to every space in your home.

Schedule Now by Calling 
1-855-625-9032

© 2025 ShelfGenie SPC LLC. All rights reserved. Locally owned and operated franchise. Offer valid at 
participating locations only. Limit one offer per household. *Applies to Classic and Designer line. 

EXP 1/31/2026. MA HIC License #165040

FREE EXPERT 
DESIGN CONSULTATION

A 
$250 VALUE

www.chateau-de-fanjeau.com


For Advertising call 617-779-3771 Pilot Bulletins Saint Elizabeth of Hungary, Acton, MA 4404

Kevin Ryan, PT, OCS
Parishioner

978-252-2800 •

(978) 263-1403
Fax • (978) 635-9614

Email • wokinc@aol.com

Custom and Semi-Custom cabinetry 
for every room

www.worldofkitchensinc.com
172 Great Rd P.O Box 783 

Acton, MA 01720

- FULLY LICENSED AND INSURED -

978-263-8005

Tree Removal • Land Clearing 
Pruning • Stump Grinding

www.newenglandtreemasters.com

978-804-1521978-804-1521

MARK L. SCHEIER
mscheier@skactonlaw.com
REGINA H. BUCKLEY
rbuckley@skactonlaw.com

HEATHER L. DUMONT
hdumont@skactonlaw.com

BARBARA J. EPSTEIN
bepstein@skactonlaw.com

FRANCISCO C. MELON
cmelon@skactonlaw.com

Scheier Katin & Epstein, PC
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

www.skactonlaw.com

Tel: 978- 264-4655     103 Great Road, Acton, MA 01720     Fax: 978-264-4979
Real Estate • Estate Planning • Estate Administration • Corporate & Business • Probate

FLOOR & TILEFOLEY & SONS
THE FAUCETORIUM

978-897-5698 • 161 Main Street, Maynard • 50 Years in Business
www.foleyandsonsfaucetorium.com

5%
Discount 

for Cash or 
Checks

5%
Discount for 

Veterans, Fire 
and Police

REMODEL YOUR BATHROOM

Tubs • Toilets • Heated Toilet Seats • Vanities • Sinks • Faucets • Shower Heads 
Safety Bars • Ceramic Tiles • Vinyl Floors • Wood Flooring • Wallpaper • Plumbing

Repair Parts • Carpet • Linoleum • Area Rugs • Counter Tops • Regrouting • Tile Repair

On 
Display

We
 Install

One
Call

Does 
It All

Ceramic Tile Repairs

JOSEPH FEENEY
- Licensed & Insured -

Quality Craftsmanship You Can Trust

Servicing Concord &
Surrounding Communities

617-824-4643

978-875-2791
www.titaniumpaintinc.com

Interior/Exterior Painting

10% OFF
SENIORS

JOSEPH G. PERRY
PLUMBING AND HEATING INC.

• Bath & Kitchen Remodeling
• Boiler & Heating Systems
Gas Piping • Frozen Pipes

• Water Heaters
Drain Cleaning

• New Construction

Residential & Commercial

Serving the community since 1952

License #M9389

(978) 263-5595(978) 263-5595
29 Homestead Street 

West Acton, MA.9-2 Digital Way, Maynard, MA
www.zdayspamaynard.com 

Your Beauty 
Getaway

978-298-5813

10% OFF First 
Service!

(1st Time Customers Only)*

BIKE & SKI SHOP
340 Great Road, Acton
978-860-2060
www.actoncycles.com

AD SPACE
AVAILABLE

617-779-3771

SUPPORT OUR PRIESTS 
THIS CHRISTMAS

Give today at
clergytrust.org

Your gift helps care for the health and 
well-being of priests in good standing.

SCAN HERE for 
Venmo, Google/ 
Apple Pay, PayPal 
via Givebutter.

AD SPACE
AVAILABLE

617-779-3771
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Trash • Recycling • Compost
COLLECTION SERVICE

REQUEST A QUOTE TODAY!

www.carlisletrashcollection.com
������������������������

AD SPACE
AVAILABLE

617-779-3771
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For Advertising call 617-779-3771 Pilot Bulletins Saint Isidore, Stow, MA 4776

Better Shelves. 
Custom Solutions.
Say goodbye to clutter and frustration–wherever it lives. 
From kitchens and pantries to bathrooms and laundry rooms, 
ShelfGenie® custom pull-out shelves bring smart, accessible 
storage to every space in your home.

Schedule Now by Calling 
1-855-625-9032

© 2025 ShelfGenie SPC LLC. All rights reserved. Locally owned and operated franchise. Offer valid at 
participating locations only. Limit one offer per household. *Applies to Classic and Designer line. 

EXP 1/31/2026. MA HIC License #165040

FREE EXPERT 
DESIGN CONSULTATION

A 
$250 VALUE

50%
OFF

Get

One Application*

Call for your FREE, no-obligation quote today!

1-855-614-6526

Experience the TruGreen Difference
Certified Specialists
Our extensively trained and 
licensed specialists use their 
expertise to maximize your 
lawn’s potential.

Local Lawn Plans
We understand no two 
lawns are alike, which is why 
we customize our plans to 
your specific region.

Satisfaction Guarantee
We’ll gladly visit your 
property as needed between 
scheduled visits to ensure 
your satisfaction

Don’t wait until 
spring to get a 
lawn you love

CALL 866-262-6113
HaleGroves.com/H6YG45 Use Code H6YG45
*$7.99 shipping & handling. Satisfaction completely guaranteed. 
This gift ships in December at the peak of freshness.

IC: H6YG45

REG. $49.99 NOW

$3499
+$7.99
shipping

SAVE OVER 

52%
#483X | HALE SELECT 
DELUXE GIFT BOX 
The ideal gift for fruit 

and snack lovers alike!

SAVE 32%

R E G .  $ 2 9 . 9 9 

NOW 
$19.99 
+ $7.99 SHIPPING

C A L L  1 - 8 3 3 - 8 0 8 - 1 8 1 4
PITTMANDAVIS.COM/P6YG26  USE CODE: P6YG26
Good while supplies last. Some restrictions may apply. 
Limit 5 tins per customer. IC: P6YG26



For Advertising call 617-779-3771 Pilot Bulletins Saint Isidore, Stow, MA 4776

Kevin Ryan, PT, OCS
Parishioner

978-252-2800 •

“Jesus Wept.”John 11:35 

SUPPORT OUR PRIESTS 
THIS CHRISTMAS

Give today at
clergytrust.org

Your gift helps care for the 
health and well-being of 
priests in good standing.

SCAN HERE for 
Venmo, Google/ 
Apple Pay, PayPal 
via Givebutter.

FLOOR & TILEFOLEY & SONS
THE FAUCETORIUM

978-897-5698 • 161 Main Street, Maynard • 50 Years in Business
www.foleyandsonsfaucetorium.com

5%
Discount 

for Cash or 
Checks

5%
Discount for 

Veterans, Fire 
and Police

REMODEL YOUR BATHROOM

Tubs • Toilets • Heated Toilet Seats • Vanities • Sinks • Faucets • Shower Heads 
Safety Bars • Ceramic Tiles • Vinyl Floors • Wood Flooring • Wallpaper • Plumbing

Repair Parts • Carpet • Linoleum • Area Rugs • Counter Tops • Regrouting • Tile Repair

On 
Display

We
 Install

One
Call

Does 
It All

Ceramic Tile Repairs

Landscape Services

978-897-7498

ANNUALS & 
PERENNIALS

575 Great Road, Stow MA • www.stowgardencenter.com
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Trash • Recycling • Compost
COLLECTION SERVICE

REQUEST A QUOTE TODAY!

www.carlisletrashcollection.com
������������������������

Better than curbside pickup, we come 
up your driveway to collect your trash 

right outside your door.

Be prepared before the next power outage.

to schedule your free quote!

Born to ThriveInnovation in childcare
All families are

Providing top-notch childcare, private coaching, and premium products for your children.
857-200-8309 | www.btthrive.com

www.foleyandsonsfaucetorium.com
www.stowgardencenter.com
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www.carlisletrashcollection.com
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