
Apple Valley Catholic Community
Two Parishes - One Mission

 We Welcome YOU!

At the Apple Valley Catholic Community, we live out the commandment Jesus gave to His disciples
when He said “Love one another. As I have loved you, so you also should love one another.” (John
13:34). We live this commandment by acknowledging we are all, in one way or another, our sister's
and brother's keepers.

We affirm the dignity and worth of each person regardless of your race, nationality or ethnic group,
gender, sexual orientation, immigration status, age, socioeconomic class, married, single, divorced,
Mass attendance, or anything else. We affirm that we are all God's children and part of the one
family of God and that means We Welcome YOU.

St. Elizabeth of Hungary Parish
89 Arlington St. Acton, MA 01720

St. Isidore Parish
429 Great Rd. Stow, MA 01775

Fourth Sunday of Lent-March 15, 2026



Saturday March 14, 5:00PM
Michael J Butkovic

Sunday March 15, 8:45AM
Jack Clary

Sunday March  15, 10:45AM
Thomas Best

Mass Intentions

March 20 - 16 Hours for the Lord at St Elizabeth
-including the the Social Justice Ministry’s
Prayer Service for Peace at 8pm

March 29 - Palm Sunday

Upcoming Events

Experience the call to follow in the footsteps of
Christ and how He walks in our footsteps with
the Stations of the Cross

Friday, March 27 at 7pm at St. Elizabeth of
Hungary
Friday, April 3 (Good Friday) at St. Isidore
3pm - Family Friendly

Stations of the Cross

We are looking for volunteers to help rake and
mulch the planting beds the week of March 29th;
exact days and times are TBD depending on the
weather.
Please reach out to pam.pnelson@gmail.com
(978-337-3153)
Thank you for considering!

Do you have an hour or more
to spare to help clean up the
St Elizabeth's gardens for
Easter?

SPRING CLEAN-UP HELP NEEDED

Sin wounds more than just our relationship
with God, it affects our hearts, our choices, and
our relationships with others. Reconciliation is
a sacrament of healing, where God gently tends
to what is broken within us. Through honest
confession and God’s mercy, we are invited to
name our struggles and allow grace to bring
restoration. Like any healing, it may take time,
but each confession is a step toward
wholeness, freedom, and deeper trust in God’s
love.
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Healing for the Heart
and Soul

Confession Schedule for Lent 2026

Every Sat. afternoon: 4:00p-4:45 – St. Elizabeth
Every 1 st Wed. of the Month – 4:00p-6:00p –

St. Isidore

Fri March 20, 2026 – 4:30p-7:30p – St. Elizabeth  

*No Confessions on Wednesday April 1 OR Holy
Saturday April 4, 2026

mailto:pam.pnelson@gmail.com


                                 
   Catholic Appeal Impacts

Catholic Education:
Our Students are Going Further with Faith.

Approximately 13% of funds raised through the
Catholic Appeal supports education within the
Archdiocese of Boston. This includes supporting
32,000 students and 3,000 faculty at our 90
Catholic schools, as well as providing education
and guidance to future priests.

Our Catholic Schools Office (CSO) oversees and
supports all primary and secondary schools within
our Archdiocese. Currently, the CSO is working to
accomplish four main goals to: improve the quality
of school leadership; improve the Catholic identity
of our schools; expand early childhood education,
and; help schools build a foundation of strong
enrollment, sound finances, and operational
vitality.

Your gift to the Catholic Appeal helps fund the
work of the Catholic Schools Office in ensuring our
Catholic Schools remain strong so that they can
continue to help students go further with faith and
build successful futures.
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In the story, there are actually two kinds of blindness. The man born blind cannot see physically, yet
he gradually comes to see who Jesus truly is. His understanding grows step by step. At first, he
refers to Jesus simply as “the man called Jesus.” Later he calls Him “a prophet.” And by the end of
the encounter he proclaims, “Lord, I believe,” and worships Him. His physical sight is restored, but
even more importantly, his spiritual sight is awakened.

At the same time, the religious leaders who question him present a striking contrast. They can see
physically, yet they remain spiritually blind. Even though a miracle has taken place before their eyes,
they refuse to recognize the work of God because it does not fit their expectations. Their hearts are
closed.

This Gospel gently invites each of us to reflect on our own lives. It asks an important question: How
clearly do we see with the eyes of faith?

In our modern world we are surrounded by information, opinions, and constant noise. We see
headlines, social media posts, and endless commentary every day. Yet even with all that we can see
and hear, it can still be difficult to recognize God’s presence in our lives. Sometimes our worries,
routines, or assumptions can cloud our spiritual vision.

Lent is a sacred time when the Lord desires to open our eyes more fully. Through prayer, reflection,
and the grace of the sacraments, Christ helps us see more clearly, see His presence in our daily lives,
see the needs of those around us, and see the path He is inviting us to follow.

The beautiful thing about the Gospel is that the blind man’s faith did not come all at once. It grew
gradually. That is often how faith grows in our lives as well, little by little, as we allow Christ to work
within our hearts.

As we continue our Lenten journey, let us ask the Lord for the grace that the man in the Gospel
received: the grace to truly see. May Christ open our hearts so that we may recognize His presence,
trust in His guidance, and grow ever deeper in faith.

Be assured of my prayers for you and your families during this holy season of Lent.

In Christ’s peace,
Fr. Jeff

Dear Parishioners,

The Gospel this weekend, John 9:1–41, tells the powerful
story of Jesus healing a man who had been blind from
birth. At first glance, it appears to be simply a miracle
story about physical healing. But as we listen more
closely, we discover that the deeper message of this
Gospel is not about eyesight, it is about spiritual sight.



If your donation is in memory of a deceased loved one whose name you wish to have published in our
bulletin on Pentecost Sunday June 8th, please complete the form below. Contact Mary Ryan at
maryr@avcatholic.org 978-263-4305 X135 if you have questions.

Holy Week and Triduum 2026 Volunteers at St Elizabeth
As we approach the high point of our liturgical church year ~ from Palm Sunday, March 29 through
Easter Sunday, April 5 ~ there are many opportunities for everyone to help.

We need greeters, basket passers, ushers, and gift bearers at Masses on Palm Sunday, Holy Thursday,
the Easter Vigil, and Easter Sunday, as well as helping with the foot washing on Holy Thursday.

Please consider signing up in the gathering space or contact Mary Ryan at maryr@avcatholic.org or
978-263-4305 x 135.

Easter Season Flower Fund

A Note Regarding the Precious Blood
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We welcome your contribution towards flowers and items that will decorate our church throughout the
Easter Season.

Please complete the form below and either mail it or put it in an envelope marked ‘SEoH or St. I Flower
Fund’ and place it in the collection basket at Mass. Envelopes are also available at each church.

Enclosed is my donation of $________ towards the 2026 Easter Season Flower Fund.

I am making this donation in memory of _______________________________________________________________.

(please print clearly)

I would like the above name/s published in the bulletin on the Feast of the Pentecost. Yes__No __.

My name is __________________________________________________________________.

Please check here if you would like your donation to be made anonymously. ___

My donation is to (please check one) ____ St. Elizabeth Church ____ St. Isidore Church

Or you may also make your donation on line at avcatholic.org/donate

Thanks be to God, with the noticeable decrease in
cases, the Precious Blood will return the March
14–15, 2026.

As always, it is important to remember that Christ
is fully present, Body, Blood, Soul, and Divinity
under either form of Holy Communion. When you
receive the Sacred Host, you receive the fullness
of Christ. Nothing is lacking.

Thank you for your patience, your understanding,
and your continued care for one another.

Out of continued care for the health of our
community, the Precious Blood had been
temporarily suspended during the height of the
flu and COVID season.

Thank you to all the cooks, volunteers,
sponsors and patrons who came out to

sample the many flavors of Apple Valley at
Taste and See

mailto:maryr@avcatholic.org
mailto:maryr@avcatholic.org


Weekend Mass Times Weekday Mass Times

Saturday Mass, 5:00 p.m.— St. Elizabeth Monday Mass 9:00 a.m.— St. Elizabeth
Sunday Mass, 8:45 a.m.— St. Isidore Tuesday Mass 9:00 a.m.— St. Isidore
Sunday Mass, 10:45 a.m.— St. Elizabeth

Confessions: Saturday, 4:00-4:45 p.m., St. Elizabeth
1st Wednesday of the Month: St. Isidore 4:00-6:00 p.m.

Weekend Mass Times Weekday Mass Times

Saturday Mass, 5:00 p.m.— St. Elizabeth Monday Mass 9:00 a.m.— St. Elizabeth
Sunday Mass, 8:45 a.m.— St. Isidore Tuesday Mass 9:00 a.m.— St. Isidore
Sunday Mass, 10:45 a.m.— St. Elizabeth

Pastor: Rev. Jeffrey Archer
frjeff@avcatholic.org, (978) 263-4305 ext. 115

Weekend Presider & Prof. of Philosophy and Theology at Pope St.
John XXIII National Seminary: Msgr. Fay

Deacon: Charles A. Cornell
charliec@avcatholic.org, (978) 562-7447

Comptroller, Joe Nelson,
joen@avcatholic.org, (978) 263-4305 ext. 111

Financial Consultant: Annmarie Mazzucotelli
annmariem@avcatholic.org

Director of Evangelization - Baptism, LIFT, Communications:
Tom Spataro toms@avcatholic.org, (978) 263-4305

ext. 113

Director of Music - Arline Carboneau,
arlinec@avcatholic.org, (978) 263-4305 ext. 112

Director of Religious Education - Youth Ministry:
Sheila Bauer, sheilab@avcatholic.org,

(978) 263-4305 ext. 123

Coordinator of Faith Formation Grades 5-7:
Adam Tocci

adamt@avcatholic.org, (978) 263-4305 ext. 116

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR PARISH SUPPORT
ST. ELIZABETH

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR PARISH SUPPORT
ST. ISIDORE

For the week ending 3/1/26

Cash & Check offertory $ 6,952
Electronic offertory (EFT & Online): $ 9,369
Total Parish Support $ 16,321

St. Vincent de Paul collection: $ 107

For the week ending 3/1/26

Cash & Check offertory $ 1,567
Electronic offertory (EFT & Online): $ 2,956
Total Parish Support $ 4,523

St. Vincent de Paul collection: $ 54

Thank You

Jesus Christ seeks to be in relationship with each and everyone one of us. To encounter Jesus is to experience his love
in a meaningful and life transforming way. Your support of our parishes is a reflection of your faith that Jesus Christ is

Lord, and your desire that our generation and following generations come to know this. Our faith in action is life
changing for ourselves and for those who encounter us. Thank You for your continued engagement and support!

Please note that only online donations to Saint Vincent de Paul are recorded. Cash left in the door boxes and checks made out
directly to Saint Vincent de Paul are not included in our records.

Apple Valley Catholic Parish Team

Confessions: Saturday, 4:00-4:45 p.m., St. Elizabeth
1st Wednesday of the Month: St. Isidore 4:00-6:00 p.m.

Apple Valley Catholic Parish Team

Coordinator of Faith Formation K-4: Kelley Christie
kelleyc@avcatholic.org, (978) 26-4305 ext. 117

Finance & Operations Administrative Assistant:
Judy Richardson

judyr@avcatholic.org, 978 263-4305 ext. 119

Office Coordinator/Communications:
Kaitie Duhamel

kaitied@avcatholic.org, 978-263-4305 ext. 110

Liturgical Coordinator: Mary Ryan
  maryr@avcatholic.org, (978) 263-4305 ext. 135

Collaborative Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
(“RCIA”) Trina Toups trinat@avcatholic.org, (978) 263-4305 ext.

122

Alpha Coordinator: Bernice Higdon
alpha@avcatholic.org, (978) 263-4305 ext. 124

Custodian: Daniel Farah
danielf@avcatholic.org

St. Elizabeth’s St. Vincent DePaul
Conference of Acton/Boxborough: (978) 263-4305 ext.114

St. Isidore’s St. Vincent De Paul
Conference of Stow: (978) 263-4305 ext.121
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Better Shelves. 
Custom Solutions.
Say goodbye to clutter and frustration–wherever it lives. 
From kitchens and pantries to bathrooms and laundry rooms, 
ShelfGenie® custom pull-out shelves bring smart, accessible 
storage to every space in your home.

Schedule Now by Calling 
1-855-625-9032

© 2025 ShelfGenie SPC LLC. All rights reserved. Locally owned and operated franchise. Offer valid at 
participating locations only. Limit one offer per household. *Applies to Classic and Designer line. 

EXP 3/30/2026. 

FREE EXPERT 
DESIGN CONSULTATION

A 
$250 VALUE

Offer Valid on certain models. 4 Window Minimum. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Excludes Labor. 
Financing offers a no payment - no interest feature (during the “promotional period”) on your purchase at an 

S C H E D U L E  Y O U R  F R E E  Q U O T E  T O D A Y !

1-855-919-2625

Get windows that lower 
your home utility bills!

• 
• 
• 
• 

With Window Nation, you get:

CALL NOW
1.833.791.9968 Add’l terms apply. Offer subject to change 

and vary by dealer. Expires 12/27/26.

SPECIAL OFFER

Waiving All
Installation
Costs!

Safety. Style.
Stress-Free 
Installation.

BOGO 40% OFF Minimum purchase of 4

+ $200 Off Your Entire Purchase
Minimum purchase of 4

ENDS 3/31

866-931-0908
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Kevin Ryan, PT, OCS
Parishioner

978-252-2800 •
(978) 263-1403

Fax • (978) 635-9614
Email • wokinc@aol.com

Custom and Semi-Custom cabinetry 
for every room

www.worldofkitchensinc.com
172 Great Rd P.O Box 783 

Acton, MA 01720

 “God is Love”1 John 4:8 

- FULLY LICENSED AND INSURED -

978-263-8005

Tree Removal • Land Clearing 
Pruning • Stump Grinding

www.newenglandtreemasters.com

978-875-2791
www.titaniumpaintinc.com

Interior/Exterior Painting

10% OFF
SENIORS

JOSEPH G. PERRY
PLUMBING AND HEATING INC.

• Bath & Kitchen Remodeling
• Boiler & Heating Systems
Gas Piping • Frozen Pipes

• Water Heaters
Drain Cleaning

• New Construction

Residential & Commercial

Serving the community since 1952

License #M9389

(978) 263-5595(978) 263-5595
29 Homestead Street 

West Acton, MA.

9-2 Digital Way, Maynard, MA
www.zdayspamaynard.com 

Your Beauty 
Getaway

978-298-5813

10% OFF First 
Service!

(1st Time Customers Only)*

BIKE & SKI SHOP
340 Great Road, Acton
978-860-2060
www.actoncycles.com
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Trash • Recycling • Compost
COLLECTION SERVICE

REQUEST A QUOTE TODAY!

www.carlisletrashcollection.com
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HVAC • SALES • SERVICE 
INSTALLATION • OIL • GAS 

978-621-2642

LYONSHOMEENERGY.COM
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AD SPACE
AVAILABLE

617-779-3771
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AD SPACE
AVAILABLE

617-779-3771

AD SPACE
AVAILABLE

617-779-3771

Call 617-841-4985 to schedule
 your free quote today!

Your support for the Clergy 
Trust parish collections 
provides for the health, 

wellness, and retirement 
needs of our active and 

senior priests. 

Thank you for your 
generosity to this collection 
and for helping us care for 

those who care for us.
GIVE TODAY 

VIA THE 
QR CODE

clergytrust.org

  S U P P O R T  O U R  P R I E S T S  T H I S  E A S T E R !
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Better Shelves. 
Custom Solutions.
Say goodbye to clutter and frustration–wherever it lives. 
From kitchens and pantries to bathrooms and laundry rooms, 
ShelfGenie® custom pull-out shelves bring smart, accessible 
storage to every space in your home.

Schedule Now by Calling 
1-855-625-9032

© 2025 ShelfGenie SPC LLC. All rights reserved. Locally owned and operated franchise. Offer valid at 
participating locations only. Limit one offer per household. *Applies to Classic and Designer line. 

EXP 3/30/2026. 

FREE EXPERT 
DESIGN CONSULTATION

A 
$250 VALUE

Offer Valid on certain models. 4 Window Minimum. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Excludes Labor. 
Financing offers a no payment - no interest feature (during the “promotional period”) on your purchase at an 

S C H E D U L E  Y O U R  F R E E  Q U O T E  T O D A Y !

1-855-919-2625

Get windows that lower 
your home utility bills!

• 
• 
• 
• 

With Window Nation, you get: CALL NOW
1.833.791.9968 Add’l terms apply. Offer subject to change 

and vary by dealer. Expires 12/27/26.

SPECIAL OFFER

Waiving All
Installation
Costs!

Safety. Style.
Stress-Free 
Installation.

BOGO 40% OFF Minimum purchase of 4

+ $200 Off Your Entire Purchase
Minimum purchase of 4

ENDS 3/31

866-931-0908
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Kevin Ryan, PT, OCS
Parishioner

978-252-2800 •

“Jesus Wept.”John 11:35 

Your support for the Clergy 
Trust parish collections 
provides for the health, 

wellness, and retirement 
needs of our active and 

senior priests. 

Thank you for your 
generosity to this collection 
and for helping us care for 

those who care for us.
GIVE TODAY 

VIA THE 
QR CODE

clergytrust.org

  S U P P O R T  O U R  P R I E S T S  T H I S  E A S T E R !

Landscape Services
978-897-7498

ANNUALS & 
PERENNIALS

575 Great Road, Stow MA • www.stowgardencenter.com
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Trash • Recycling • Compost
COLLECTION SERVICE

REQUEST A QUOTE TODAY!

www.carlisletrashcollection.com
������������������������

Better than curbside pickup, we come 
up your driveway to collect your trash 

right outside your door.

AD SPACE
AVAILABLE

617-779-3771

781-643-1070 • jcostanzo@johncostanzolaw.com

WILLS, TRUSTS & 
ESTATE PLANNING

• Business Succession Planning

• Charitable Planning 

• Special Needs Planning

• Estate Administration

• Medical Directives & Powers of Attorney

• Trusts/Probate Matters

• Estate Tax Planning

 • Life Care/Elder Care Planning

713 B Main Street, Bolton, Massachusetts

B i S

AD SPACE
AVAILABLE

617-779-3771
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Call 617-841-4985 to schedule
 your free quote today!

SM250015 EN_EX_USA   |   Rx Only. © 2024 Inogen, Inc. 859 Ward Drive, Suite 200, Goleta, CA 93111    
Inogen® is a trademark of Inogen, Inc. The usage of any Inogen, Inc. trademark is strictly forbidden without 
the prior consent of Inogen, Inc. All other trademarks are trademarks of their respective owners or holders.

Portable
Oxygen Concentrators

CALL US NOW AT 
1-888-485-5350

Leave the tanks at home and convert the 
air around you into medical-grade oxygen.
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