Fourth Sunday of Easter - April 26, 2026

Apple Valley Catholic Community
Two Parishes - One Mission

The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing | shall want.
Psalm 23:1
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St. Elizabeth of Hungary Parish L St. Isidore Parish
89 Arlington St. Acton, MA 01720 VALLEY 429 Great Rd. Stow, MA 01775
CATHOLIC
COMMUNITY
We Welcome YOU!

At the Apple Valley Catholic Community, we live out the commandment Jesus gave to His disciples
when He said “Love one another. As | have loved you, so you also should love one another.” (John
13:34). We live this commandment by acknowledging we are all, in one way or another, our sister's
and brother's keepers.

We affirm the dignity and worth of each person regardless of your race, nationality or ethnic group,
gender, sexual orientation, immigration status, age, socioeconomic class, married, single, divorced,
Mass attendance, or anything else. We affirm that we are all God's children and part of the one
family of God and that means We Welcome YOU.



Fourth Sunday of Easter - April 26, 2026

Mass Intentions Upcoming Events

May 2 - Living Through Loss Retreat

Saturday April 25, 5:00PM at St. Elizabeth

The Magda Family

Laura Orsatti
May 14 - Ascension Thursday

Sunday April 26, 10:45AM
Terence Saunders May 16 - Italian Night Pot Luck at St. Isidore

Living Through Loss Retreat

In times of loss, many of us feel a deep need for
someone to talk to, a place to feel understood,
and a community that can walk with us. Grief was
never meant to be carried alone. God created us
for relationship, for support, and for healing
together.
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For this reason, the Apple Valley Catholic

Community offers our Living Through Loss 2026 Ret"eat

Retreat Series, a gentle and compassionate Pgace, Ho/ye ﬂﬂa Lm/e
space for those who are grieving. Twice each : :

year, we gather for a half-day retreat designed to
provide comfort, reflection, prayer, and practical
ways of coping with loss. It is a place where tears

are welcome, stories are honored, and hearts are B Eiizabeth of Hungany

supported. 89 Arlington St, Acton, MA
Saturday May 2, 11:30a-4:45p
The Living Through Loss Ministry is designed to provide a nurturing and healing

Whether your loss is recent or happened many B o b e e e
years ago, you will find a place of welcome, care, Rghiter LG QR ontie Baiow Dk 55nd an emall e it TR A o
and understanding among others who are

walking a similar path. You do not have to “be Ty
VALLEY

over it.” You do not have to have the right words. CATHOLIC
COMMUNITY
You only need to come as you are.
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Upcoming Events

Saint Isidore’s Hall
Saturday May 16th

Exploringithe Hature o? God '

VBS 2026
REGISTRATION OPEN

JULY 13-JULY 1
9AM - 12PM
Register at:
https://vbspro.events/p/031bff

THE APPLE VALLEY CATHOLIC T"Epﬁf.r%"\', £ooD

THE S
COMMUNITY PRESENTS T Immb

saturday
May 9th

. e
.- ® Space is limited! Pre-purchase

tickets to guarantee a spot!
Available at avcatholic.org




Fourth Sunday of Easter - April 26, 2026

This Sunday, the Church places before us one of
the most beloved and powerful prayers in all of
Scripture: Psalm 23, “The Lord is my shepherd;
there is nothing | shall want.”

These are not simply poetic or comforting words. |
They express something essential about who
God is, and who we are in relationship to Him.

To say “The Lord is my shepherd” means first that we are not alone, and we are not left to guide
ourselves through life. A shepherd knows his sheep intimately. He calls them by name. He walks
ahead of them. He leads them to what they truly need, not always what they think they need, but
what will give them life.

We are not anonymous in God’s eyes. Through our baptism, we belong to Him. The Shepherd knows
us personally, our strengths, our struggles, our wounds. This is not a distant God. This is a God who
walks with us.

Psalm 23 speaks of being led to “green pastures” and “still waters.” This is more than physical rest; it
is the peace of a soul that is rooted in God. The Shepherd leads us into the fullness of life: into
holiness, into trust, and ultimately into eternal life with Him.

The psalm reminds us: “Even though | walk in the dark valley, | fear no evil; for you are at my side.”
Notice, it does not say we will avoid the valley. The Catholic/Christian life does not remove suffering,
it transforms it. The Shepherd is with us in it. His presence becomes our strength. To call the Lord
our Shepherd is to place our lives in His care. It is to trust His direction, even when the path is
unclear. It is to believe that He is leading us, even when we do not fully understand where we are

going.

To pray Psalm 23 is not simply to recite a familiar passage. It is a statement of trust. It is an act of
surrender. It is a reminder that we do not walk alone in life, and that we are always being led. And
perhaps most importantly, it is an invitation to remain close to the Shepherd’s voice, to resist the
temptation to lead ourselves, and to return to Him whenever we wander.

This week, | invite you to take a moment each day to pray with Psalm 23. Slowly. Personally. Let those
words become your own. And ask yourself one simple question: Am [ truly trusting the Shepherd to

lead me?

May we walk with confidence, even through the darkest valleys...and may we rest in the quiet
assurance that goodness and kindness follow us all the days of our lives.

Be assured of my prayers for you and your families.

In Christ,
Fr. Jeff 4
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Together We Are One...
in Faith, in Hope, in Christ.

SCANTHE QRCODETOMAKE ADONATION
BY CREDIT CARD, VENMO, OR PAYPAL

Parish Finance Update

As you know, this winter made it especially challenging to ‘

keep up with snow removal, requiring extensive plowing,
snow blowing, and shoveling. The amount of snowfall we
received was truly exceptional. The AVCC budget
allocated $34,000 for snow removal for both parishes,
but our actual and estimated costs have now exceeded
$81,000. Unfortunately, this leaves us with a current
deficit of more than $47,000.

In response, we will hold a special collection on May 9 & 10, which will replace the usual
Maintenance Fund collection, to help offset the snow removal expenses. Please consider
contributing to this special collection. You may also donate by scanning the QR code below to give
directly through OSV. Alternatively, visit our website at avcatholic.org, click on “OSV Online Giving,”
scroll down to select your parish, and choose the fund labeled “Snow Removal Support Donation.”

St. Elizabeth of Hungary St. Isidore
L s T e T
L] LE-H Wb 7 [ b g oraly o

Providing a safe, accessible, and welcoming environment for all is very important to us. Thank you
for your consideration and for your continued support.

Thank You,
St. Isidore & St. Elizabeth Finance Councils
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Weekend Mass Times

Saturday Mass, 5:00 p.m.— St. Elizabeth

Sunday Mass, 8:45 a.m.— St. Isidore

Sunday Mass, 10:45 a.m.— St. Elizabeth

Weekday Mass Times

Monday Mass 9:00 a.m.— St. Elizabeth
Tuesday Mass 9:00 a.m.— St. Isidore

Confessions: Saturday, 4:00-4:45 p.m., St. Elizabeth
1st Wednesday of the Month: St. Isidore 4:00-6:00 p.m.

Apple Valley Catholic Parish Team

Pastor: Rev. Jeffrey Archer
frieff@avcatholic.org, (978) 263-4305 ext. 115

Weekend Presider & Prof. of Philosophy and Theology at Pope St.

John XXIII National Seminary: Msgr. Fay

Deacon: Charles A. Cornell
charliec@avcatholic.org, (978) 562-7447

Comptroller, Joe Nelson,
joen@avcatholic.org, (978) 263-4305 ext. 111

Financial Consultant: Annmarie Mazzucotelli
annmariem@avcatholic.org

Director of LIFT, Baptism Coordinator:
Tom Spataro toms@avcatholic.org, (978) 263-4305
ext. 113

Director of Music - Arline Carboneau,
arlinec@avcatholic.org, (978) 263-4305 ext. 112

Director of Religious Education - Youth Ministry:
Sheila Bauer, sheilab@avcatholic.org,
(978) 263-4305 ext. 123

Coordinator of Faith Formation Grades 5-7:
Adam Tocci
adamt@avcatholic.org, (978) 263-4305 ext. 116

Coordinator of Faith Formation K-4: Kelley Christie
kelleyc@avcatholic.org, (978) 26-4305 ext. 117

Finance & Operations Administrative Assistant:
Virginia Tawa
virginiat@avcatholic.org, 978 263-4305 ext. 119

Office Coordinator/Communications:
Kaitie Duhamel
kaitied@avcatholic.org, 978-263-4305 ext. 110

Liturgical Coordinator: Mary Ryan
maryr@avcatholic.org, (978) 263-4305 ext. 135

Collaborative Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
(“RCIA”) Trina Toups trinat@avcatholic.org, (978) 263-4305 ext.
122

Alpha Coordinator: Bernice Higdon
alpha@avcatholic.org, (978) 263-4305 ext. 124

Custodian: Daniel Farah
danielf@avcatholic.org

St. Elizabeth’s St. Vincent DePaul
Conference of Acton/Boxborough: (978) 263-4305 ext.114

St. Isidore’s St. Vincent De Paul
Conference of Stow: (978) 263-4305 ext.121

Thank You

Jesus Christ seeks to be in relationship with each and everyone one of us. To encounter Jesus is to experience his love
in a meaningful and life transforming way. Your support of our parishes is a reflection of your faith that Jesus Christ is
Lord, and your desire that our generation and following generations come to know this. Our faith in action is life
changing for ourselves and for those who encounter us. Thank You for your continued engagement and support!

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR PARISH SUPPORT
ST. ELIZABETH

For the week ending 4/12/26

Cash & Check offertory $ 4,895
Electronic offertory (EFT & Online): $ 6,104
Total Parish Support $10,999
St. Vincent de Paul collection: $ 205

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR PARISH SUPPORT
ST. ISIDORE

For the week ending 4/12/26

Cash & Check offertory $1,865
Electronic offertory (EFT & Online): $2,671
Total Parish Support $4,536
St. Vincent de Paul collection: $ 11

Please note that only online donations to Saint Vincent de Paul are recorded. Cash left in the door boxes and checks made out

directly to Saint Vincent de Paul are not included in our records.
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Safetyo Style. SPECIAL OFFER
Stress-Free  Waiving All
Installation. Installation

Costs!
CALL NOW
1.833.791.9968

Add'l terms apply. Offer subject to change
and vary by dealer. Expires 12/27/26.

Fallin love with your new
windows — and easy
financing!

BUY 4

WINDOWS <

GET 4
FREE!

0+0+0"

DOWN PAYMENTS INTERE

Offer ends 06/30/26

With Window Nation, you get:

«Affordable pricing and flexible payment plans to meet your needs
*Best-in-class service — our A+ BBB rating says it all
~Energy-efficient windows that keep pollen out of your home

Free consultations with local, knowledgeable window experts

WINDOW NATION

GET YOUR FREE QUOTE TODAY!

(855) 919-2625
A

Offer Valid on certain models, excludes the cost of labor. 4 window minimum Cannot be combined with any other offer.
Excludes Labor. Financing offers a no payment - no interest feature (during the “promotional period”) on your purchase at
an APR of 17.99%. No finance charges will accrue on your account during the promotional period, as set forth in your Truth in
Lending Disclosures, and you will not have to pay a monthly payment until the promotional period has ended. If you repay
your purchase in full before the end of the promotional period, you will not have to pay any finance charges. You may also
prepay your account at any time without penaity. Financing is subject to credit requirements and satisfactory completion
of finance documents. Any finance terms advertised are estimates only. Normall late charges apply once the promotional
period has ended. MD MHIC # 124358, VA # 2705178069, DC # )37, Delaware # 2013601804, PA # 104611, HIC #
# 197968, NJ # 13VH07997100, RI RIGL #44067, KS # 9641242, CT HIC # 0661044, WA #WINDONL77IPW, OR #249065 RI RIGL #44067

For Advertising call 617-779-3771

Pilot Bulletins

Better Shelves.
Custom Solutions.

Say goodbye to clutter and frustration—wherever it lives.
From kitchens and pantries to bathrooms and laundry rooms,
ShelfGenie® custom pull-out shelves bring smart, accessible
storage to every space in your home.

ShelfGenie

EVERYTHING WITHIN REACH

FREE EXPERT
DESIGN CONSULTATION

A S;::!:fii»‘::, VALUE

a heighborly company

[  Schedule Now by Calling

© 2025 ShelfGenie SPC LLC. All rights reserved. Locally owned and operated franchise. Offer valid at
participating locations only. Limit one offer per household. *Applies to Classic and Designer line.
EXP 3/30/2026.

RENEWAL
by ANDERSEN

FULLSERVICE WINDOW & DOOR REPLACEMENT

BUY1,GET1

40% OFF
_PLUS |

$200 OFF

Your Entire Purchase

MINIMUM PURCHASE OF 4

2 OFFER ENDS JUNE 30

866-931-0908

TOLL
FREE

Saint Elizabeth of Hungary, Acton, MA

4404



Your Beauty
Getaway

CARLISLE
TRASH COLLECTION

Trash « Recycling * Compost
COLLECTION SERVICE

10% OFF First
‘ ’ Se/wce’

Zina’s Day Spa

Lashes, Tacials, Hails, Massage Therapy

9-2 Digital Way, Maynard, MA
www.zdayspamaynard.com

978-298-5813

REQUEST A QUOTE TODAY!

978-852-9191

www.carlisletrashcollection.com

DIVISION OF HIGH QUALITY INC.

(978) 263-1403
FAX + (978) 635-9614
EMAIL + WOKINC@AOL.COM

W@RLD
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KITCHENS, INC:

CUSTOM AND SEMI-CUSTOM CABINETRY
FOR EVERY ROOM

A modern fabric and quilt shop
for shiny, happy people.
fabric. classes. community. fun!

WWW.WORLDOFKITCHENSINC.COM

172 GREAT RD P.O Box 783
AcCTON, MA 01720
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ENGLAND
ERATER FIVE STAR

SPORTS REHAB & PHYSICAL THERAPY
A TETMWORKS Company

General Orthopedic Rehabilitation
Sports Medicine Rehabilitation
Neurologic Rehabilitation and More!

Kevin Ryan, PT, OCS

Parishioner

978-252-2800 - www.fivestarpt.com

- FULLY LICENSED AND INSURED -

JOSEPH G. PERRY
PLUMBING AND HEATING INC.

Serving the community since 1952

www.newenglandtreemasters.com

AD SPACE

AVAILABLE
617-779-3771

Foreign & Domestic Auto Repair

204 Main Street, Acton MA

A Program That Can Change Your Marriage

Every Marriage Goes Through Seasons.
If your marriage needs renewal —our program can help.

During the initial weekend phase you will:

= Learn a powerful communication method

= Share honestly in a safe and private environment
= Rediscover hope for your relationship

This is not group therapy and you will never be asked to share publicly.
Thousands of couples have found healing through this 4 phase program.

Your Marriage is Worth Fighting For.

MarriageHelpNewEngland.org
Text or Call 508-271-7155

* Bath & Kitchen Remodeling
* Boiler & Heating Systems
Gas Piping * Frozen Pipes

* Water Heaters
Drain Cleaning
* New Construction

Tamburrini
Painting
Inc

License #M9389
Residential & Commercial

(978) 263-5595

29 Homestead Street
West Acton, MA.

« Residential | Commercial
« Interior | Exterior

o Deck | Porches

o Pressure Washing

« Cabinet Refinishing

[=]4<[u]

, AD SPACE

AVAILABLE
617-779-3771

scan for all services

Jamie Tamburruni
617-694-8001

. rediscovery
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HVAC e SALES e SERVICE
\l\OMEe INSTALLATION e OIL » GAS
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reat Road, Acton
978-860-2060 e e :
www.actoncycles.com God is Love”1 John 4:8

Get started with

For Advertising call 617-779-3771

GENERAC

#1standby
generator

Get whole-home |
power, automatically.

" M

Call 617-841-4985 to schedule
your free quote today!

*Terms & conditions apply

Pilot Bulletins

Albuquerque
Balloon Fiesta &
Southwestern Tour

10 DAYS STARTING AT
$2,749 $2,499*

BASED ON SEP 25, 2026

MUST BOOK BY 6/30 - -
OV Y—— | 7 DEPARTURE

CALL US: 1-844-958-3699

*Per person based on double occupancy & includes tax service/gov't fees. Ask your Travel Consultant for terms &
conditions. Add-on airfare with transfers available for most major gateways.
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Saint Elizabeth of Hungary, Acton, MA 4404



