Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time - August 2, 2026

Apple Valley Catholic Community
Two Parishes - One Mission
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89 Arlington St. Acton, MA 01720 VALLEY 429 Great Rd. Stow, MA 01775
CATHOLIC
COMMUNITY
We Welcome YOU!

At the Apple Valley Catholic Community, we live out the commandment Jesus gave to His disciples
when He said “Love one another. As | have loved you, so you also should love one another.” (John
13:34). We live this commandment by acknowledging we are all, in one way or another, our sister's
and brother's keepers.

We affirm the dignity and worth of each person regardless of your race, nationality or ethnic group,
disability, gender, sexual orientation, immigration status, age, socioeconomic class, marital
situation, Mass attendance, or anything else. We affirm that we are all God's children and part of
the one family of God and that means We Welcome YOU.
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Mass Intentions Upcoming Events

Saturday Aug 1, 5:00PM Aug 22 - Summer Social at St. Elizabeth
Mary Hawe

Aug 30 - Blessing of the Backpacks
Sunday Aug 2, 8:45AM

Janice Demurjian Sept 13 - LIFT Off Annual BBQ at St.

Sunday July 26, 10:45AM Elizabeth
Josie Amato

Oct 3 - Food Truck and Craft Beer Festival at
Please Note: 5:00PM Mass Intentions St. Elizabeth

Due to a recent data loss, please contact the St. Isidore Kitchen Refresh

parish office if you had arranged a Mass
Intention for any upcoming 5:00 PM Mass.
978-263-4305 x110 or kaitied@avcatholic.org

We are in the process of cleaning
and organizing things that belong

\¢
e
igj in the St. Isidore church kitchen.

Monthly Wednesday Night Confessions We will set out extra items in the parish hall for a
couple of weeks. Some may have been left
behind in the past by a parishioner. Please feel

St. Isidore free to take anything that belongs to you.
Canceled for Wednesday August 5, 2026

Also, if you know an item is needed for current
kitchen use, please place it back in the kitchen
on the center island.

Thanks,
Janet, Rosemary and Susan

There will be no Confessions at St. Isidore on

Wed Aug 5, 2026. Fr. Jeff’s schedule has changed GOLLABORATIVE

and he will not be available. This is for August BARBECUE
2026 only. Confessions will return on Wed Sept
20260 LIET-OFF

PARTY!

Remember: Confessions are always held every
Saturday at St. Elizabeth from 4:00p-4:45p

Weekday Morning Mass

hl'li

|

Ll\'l“[:: IN FA.lT.l;l TUéHHEE
GAMES, ACTIVITIES & MORE!

There will be no morning Masses at St. Elizabeth
or St. Isidore on the following days: Monday &
Tuesday August 3 & 4 and Monday and Tuesday 4 & T RELIG A NGRS

August 10 & 11 LOWER PARKING LOT 2
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CUMMER HAPPENINGS AROUND Avee

Blessing of local seminarian Vince Barcinas Thank you to our teen “elves” who helped out
prior to a pilgramage with Christmas in July at Lazarus House

: r-

?
} \THLETICS

AVCC Staff volunteering at Household Goods
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Bring What You Have to Jesus

Have you ever found yourself saying, "/ just don't have enough"? WFHIS;N% -
Not enough time to get everything done. Not enough patience to

TO JESUS

Fle takes whon is 1
Kees it e 1

deal with a difficult situation. Not enough energy after a long
week. Not enough faith to face an uncertain future. At one time or
another, | think every one of us has felt that way.

The disciples certainly did.

In this Sunday's Gospel (Matthew 14:13-21), a crowd of more than five thousand people has followed
Jesus into a deserted place. As the day grows late, the disciples begin to worry. The people are
hungry, and there is no place nearby to buy food. Looking at the enormous need before them, the
disciples come to what seems like the only logical conclusion: "Send the crowds away."

Then Jesus says something unexpected: "There is no need for them to go away; give them some food
yourselves." Imagine what must have been going through the disciples' minds. They look at what
they have and reply, "We have only five loaves and two fish."

Notice where their attention is focused. They are thinking about what they don't have. Isn't that
often where our attention goes as well? But Jesus doesn't criticize them for having so little. He
doesn't ask them to find more bread or catch more fish. Instead, He simply says, "Bring them here to
me."

Those may be some of the most comforting words in the entire Gospel.

Jesus isn't asking the disciples to solve the problem on their own. He is asking them to trust Him with
what they already have. Once those five loaves and two fish are placed into His hands, they become
more than enough. Not only is everyone fed, but twelve baskets of food are left over.

That is how God works.

Throughout our lives, we often focus on our limitations. We think our faith is too small, our talents
too ordinary, our resources too limited, or our past mistakes too great for God to accomplish
anything meaningful through us. Yet Jesus has never asked us to begin with abundance. He simply
asks us to place what we have into His hands.

Perhaps your "five loaves and two fish" are simply the gifts God has already placed in your life: your
experience, your wisdom, your ability to listen, your encouragement of someone who feels
discouraged, your willingness to begin again after a setback, or your quiet faithfulness in the
responsibilities entrusted to you. They may seem small in your eyes, but when placed into the hands
of Jesus, they become instruments of His grace in ways we may never fully see.

This miracle also reminds us of something beautiful about God's love. Jesus doesn't merely provide
enough. He provides abundantly. Everyone eats. Everyone is satisfied. There are even 4



Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time - August 2, 2026

baskets left over. That is the generosity of God. His grace is always greater than our weakness, His
mercy greater than our failures, and His love greater than our fears.

As we gather for Mass this weekend, | invite you to bring your own "five loaves and two fish" to Jesus.
Bring Him your worries, your hopes, your family, your work, your joys, and even your struggles. Place
them into His hands with confidence.

You may discover what the disciples learned that day: Jesus isn't asking for everything you don't
have. He is asking you to trust Him with what you do have. And in His hands, even the smallest gift

can become a blessing far beyond anything we could imagine.

God Bless,
-Fr. Jeff

Faith Formation
Registration is OPEN for
2026-2027

Programs for Everyone
In Grades K-12

&
\

First Communion High School LIFT
Confirmation Groups
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Weekend Mass Times Weekday Mass Times
Saturday Mass, 5:00 p.m.— St. Elizabeth
Sunday Mass, 8:45 a.m.— St. Isidore
Sunday Mass, 10:45 a.m.— St. Elizabeth

Monday Mass 9:00 a.m.— St. Elizabeth
Tuesday Mass 9:00 a.m.— St. Isidore

Confessions: Saturday, 4:00-4:45 p.m., St. Elizabeth
1st Wednesday of the Month: St. Isidore 4:00-6:00 p.m.

Apple Valley Catholic Parish Team

Pastor: Rev. Jeffrey Archer Finance & Operations Administrative Assistant:
frijeff@avcatholic.org, (978) 263-4305 ext. 115 Virginia Tawa

virginiat@avcatholic.org, 978 263-4305 ext. 119

Weekend Presider & Prof. of Philosophy and Theology at Pope St.

John XXIII National Seminary: Msgr. Fay Office Coordinator/Communications:

Kaitie Duhamel

Deacon: Charles A. Cornell kaitied@avcatholic.org, 978-263-4305 ext. 110

charliec@avcatholic.org, (978) 562-7447

Liturgical Coordinator: Mary Ryan

maryr@avcatholic.org, (978) 263-4305 ext. 135
Comptroller, Joe Nelson,

joen@avcatholic.org, (978) 263-4305 ext. 111 Order of Christian Initiation for Adults

(“OCIA”) Trina Toups trinat@avcatholic.org, (978) 263-4305 ext.

CARES Coordinator: 122
Tom Spataro toms@avcatholic.org, (978) 263-4305
ext. 113 Alpha Coordinator: Bernice Higdon

alpha@avcatholic.org, (978) 263-4305 ext. 124
Director of Music - Arline Carboneau,

arlinec@avcatholic.org, (978) 263-4305 ext. 112 Custodian: Daniel Farah

danielf@avcatholic.org
Director of Religious Education - Youth Ministry:

Sheila Bauer, sheilab@avcatholic.org,
(978) 263-4305 ext. 123

Coordinator of Faith Formation K-6: Kelley Christie
kelleyc@avcatholic.org, (978) 26-4305 ext. 117

St. Elizabeth’s St. Vincent DePaul
Conference of Acton/Boxborough: (978) 263-4305 ext.114

St. Isidore’s St. Vincent De Paul
Conference of Stow: (978) 263-4305 ext.121

Thank You

Jesus Christ seeks to be in relationship with each and everyone one of us. To encounter Jesus is to experience his love
in a meaningful and life transforming way. Your support of our parishes is a reflection of your faith that Jesus Christ is
Lord, and your desire that our generation and following generations come to know this. Our faith in action is life
changing for ourselves and for those who encounter us. Thank You for your continued engagement and support!

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR PARISH SUPPORT
ST. ELIZABETH

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR PARISH SUPPORT
ST. ISIDORE

For the week ending 7/19/26 For the week ending 7/19/26

Cash & Check offertory $ 5,059 Cash & Check offertory $2,173
Electronic offertory (EFT & Online): $ 7,720 Electronic offertory (EFT & Online): $2,490
Total Parish Support $ 12,779 Total Parish Support $ 4,663
St. Vincent de Paul collection: $ 5 St. Vincent de Paul collection: $ 25

Please note that only online donations to Saint Vincent de Paul are recorded. Cash left in the door boxes and checks made out
directly to Saint Vincent de Paul are not included in our records.
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he Pilot

Special Boston Archdiocesan Offer:
Subscribe Today and Save 49%*

Special Discount Rate i Discount

1 year (49 issues)

The Pilot is an important voice in the public square that brings you the Catholic perspective on current events.

Inspired by the vision of our publisher, Archbishop Richard Henning, The Pilot covers it all — from in-depth
reporting on Pope Leo to the good works of Boston parishes.

Each week, The Pilot brings you the stories of Boston Catholics who bring the Works of Mercy to life on a daily basis.

We invite you to join The Pilot readership today for only $24.95. This limited-time offer saves you
49%* off the regular subscription rate. Thank you for your support!

*For new subscribers only

Name

Address

City State Zip

Check one: 1 My $24.95 check is enclosed payable to The Pilot
(1 Charge my: 1 Visa (1 Mastercard 1 AmEx (1 Discover

Account #

Exp. Date

Signature

Email

ShelfGenie

EVERYTHING WITHIN REACH

a neighborly company

4 I

50%
OFF

\EXPERT INSTALLATION

* FREE no-obligation
design consultation

* CUSTOM-BUILT
to fit existing spaces

* FAST, professional
installation

* LIFETIME WARRANTY#*
for peace of mind

& SCHEDULE NOW:
1-855-625-9032

AS SEEN IN HG REAL SIMPLE "E

©2026 ShelfGenie SPC LLC. All rights reserved. Locally owned and operated franchise. Offer valid at participating locations only.

Limit one offer per household. *Applies to Classic and Designer line. EXP 12/31/26. HIC # 212231.

For Advertising call 617-779-3771

RENEWAL
by ANDERSEN

FULLSERVICE WINDOW & DOOR REPLACEMENT

Buy One, Get One
40% OFF windows and Doors’

|
|
|
|
?Ii MINIMUM PURCHASE OF 4
: PLUS

E $200 OFF Your Entire Purchase

MINIMUM PURCHASE OF 4

INSTALLATION

N IS ALWAYS
INCLUDED!

Scan or call 866-931-0908
by 9/ 30 for a FREE consultation!

RENEWAL BY ANDERSEN

Pilot Bulletins

Saint Elizabeth of Hungary, Acton, MA 4404



CARLISLE
TRASH COLLECTION
Trash * Recycling * Compost
COLLECTION SERVICE
REQUEST A QUOTE TODAY!

978-852-9191

www.carlisletrashcollection.com

W@RLD
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KITCHENS, INC.

FOR EVERY ROOM
WWW.WORLDOFKITCHENSINC.COM

172 GREAT RD P.O Box 783
ACTON, MA 01720

(978) 263-1403
FAX + (978) 635-9614
EMAIL + WOKINC®RAOL.COM

CUSTOM AND SEMI-CUSTOM CABINETRY

Foreign & Domestic Auto Repair

e,

ENGLAND
EmaTER FIVE STAR

SPORTS REHAB & PHYSICAL THERAPY
A TETMWORKS Company

DIVISION OF HIGH OUALITY INC.
General Orthopedic Rehabilitation
Sports Medicine Rehabilitation
Neurologic Rehabilitation and More!

Kevin Ryan, PT, OCS

Parishioner

978-252-2800 - www.fivestarpt.com

- FULLY LICENSED AND INSURED -

JOSEPH G. PERRY
PLUMBING AND HEATING INC.

Serving the community since 1952

www.newenglandtreemasters.com

204 Main Street, Acton MA

A modern fabric and quilt shop 282 Ci
for shiny, happy people.

fabric. classes. community. funl!
340 Great Road, Acton
978-860-2060
www.actoncycles.com

nastispabcon == BIKE & SKI SHOP —

THE THEOLOGICAL

INSTITUTE

of SAINT JOHN'S SEMINARY

REGISTRATION OPEN

FALL COURSES
Trinity/Christology, Moral Theology

Offering two fully accredited
graduate degree programs
in Catholic theology for laity,
religious, and deacons.

El$AE
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[w] %>

Learning from within the
heart of the Church

@ LEARN MORE

www.sjs.edu/theological-institute | 617-779-4104

* Bath & Kitchen Remodeling
* Boiler & Heating Systems
Gas Piping * Frozen Pipes

Tamburrini
Painting
Inc

* Water Heaters
Drain Cleaning
* New Construction

License #M9389
Residential & Commercial

(978) 263-5595

29 Homestead Street
West Acton, MA.

« Residential | Commercial
o Interior | Exterior

o Deck | Porches

o Pressure Washing

« Cabinet Refinishing

[=]A<[u]

AD SPACE

AVAILABLE
617-779-3771

HVAC e SALES e SERVICE

. INSTALLATION  OIL » GAS
scan for all services o WOME g,

>3
. . €. 978-621-2642
Jamie Tamburruni =

617-694-8001

LYONSHOMEENERGY.COM

GENERAC

#1 standby
generator

Get whole-home
power, automatically.

nyh

Call 617-841-4985 to schedule
your free quote today!

*Terms & conditions apply

Room To Move LLC
MWW cheate K/ﬂm/o/z what matters most
&
ORGANIZATION & MOVING SPECIALISTS
Whether you're downsizing, relocating, or just
need help getting organized, we're here for you.

@] FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION | 4

978-760-1725 = www.roomtomovellc.com
For Advertising call 617-779-3771

America’s #1 Awning

SAVE $350
when you transform
your patio into an
outdoor oasis.

Call 1-844-429-8765 now to
SAVE $350 TODAY!

@ Instant shade at the touch of a button.

@ Enjoy more quality time with family and friends.

@ Up to 10-Year Limited Warranty.

Pilot Bulletins

(R Saint Elizabeth of Hungary, Acton, MA 4404
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he Pilot

Special Boston Archdiocesan Offer:
Subscribe Today and Save 49%*

Special Discount Rate Discount

1 year (49 issues)

The Pilot is an important voice in the public square that brings you the Catholic perspective on current events.

Inspired by the vision of our publisher, Archbishop Richard Henning, The Pilot covers it all — from in-depth
reporting on Pope Leo to the good works of Boston parishes.

Each week, The Pilot brings you the stories of Boston Catholics who bring the Works of Mercy to life on a daily basis.

We invite you to join The Pilot readership today for only $24.95. This limited-time offer saves you
49%* off the regular subscription rate. Thank you for your support!

*For new subscribers only
Mail along with payment to: The Pilot + Subscriptions ¢ The Pilot, PO Box 425, Congers, NY 10920-0425 Check one: 1 My $24.95 check is enclosed payable to The Pilot
(1 Charge my: 1 Visa [ Mastercard (1 AmEx (1 Discover

Account #
Name

Exp. Date
Address

Signature
City State Zip )

Email

ShelfGenie

EVERYTHING WITHIN REACH

by ANDERSEN

FULL:SERVICE WINDOW & DOOR REPLACEMENT

OFF

EXPERT INSTALLATION
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: Buy One, Get One
E 40% OFF windows and Doors’

x MINIMUM PURCHASE OF 4
|

* FREE no-obligation
design consultation

* CUSTOM-BUILT
to fit existing spaces

PLUS
$200 OFF Your Entire Purchase

MINIMUM PURCHASE OF 4

* FAST, professional
installation

* LIFETIME WARRANTY*
for peace of mind

& SCHEDULE NOW:
1-855-625-9032

INSTALLATION
————————————————— IS ALWAYS

INCLUDED!

Scan or call 866-931-0908
by 9/30 fOr d FREE CO”SUltat|On' AS SEEN IN H‘G"w REAL SIMPLE B:-,_’

HOME & GARDEN

len:
©2026 ShelfGenie SPC LLC. All rights reserved. Locally owned and operated franchise. Offer valid at participating locations only.
R EN EWAL BY AN D ERS EN Limit one offer per household. *Applies to Classic and Designer line. EXP 12/31/26. HIC # 212231.

For Advertising call 617-779-3771 Pilot Bulletins Saint Isidore, Stow, MA 4776
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@ LEARN MORE

GENERAC

#1standby
generator
arle e

Get whole-home
power, automatically.

Call 617-841-4985 to schedule
your free quote today!

Tamburrini
Painting
Inc

« Residential | Commercial
« Interior | Exterior

THE THEOLOGICAL

INSTITUTE

of SAINT JOHN'S SEMINARY

REGISTRATION OPEN

FALL COURSES
Trinity/Christology, Moral Theology

Offering two fully accredited
graduate degree programs
in Catholic theology for laity,
religious, and deacons.

Learning from within the
heart of the Church

www.sjs.edu/theological-institute | 617-779-4104
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*Terms & conditions apply

AD SPACE

AVAILABLE
617-779-3771

FIVE STAR

SPORTS REHAB & PHYSICAL THERAPY
A TETMWORKS Company

Trash ¢ Recycling * Compost
COLLECTION SERVICE
REQUEST A QUOTE TODAY!

Better than curbside pickup, we come

General Orthopedic Rehabilitation
Sports Medicine Rehabilitation
Neurologic Rehabilitation and More!

Kevin Ryan, PT, OCS

Parishioner

978-252-2800 - www.fivestarpt.com

up your driveway to collect your trash
right outside your door.

978-852-9191

www.carlisletrashcollection.com

“Jesus Wept."John 11:35

Filter

GUTTER
PROTECTION

Leafi

‘?4

*

o
-
S, 4

“mmeS 7

Upgrade your gutters this summer!
LeafFilter blocks out common debris.

SER I + Free gutter inspection, quote
good for1year  Promo code: 285

35% Off Call 1-844-320-4506

*Promotional offer includes 26% off plus an additional 10% off for qualified veterans and/or seniors. Cannot be combined with other

o Deck | Porches
o Pressure Washing
o Cabinet Refinishing

gl

[=]4-<[u]

scan for all services

Jamie Tamburruni
617-694-8001

56 OSO ns
CUSTOMIZED DINNER PARTIES IN THE
COMFORT AND PRIVACY OF YOUR HOME

Milestone Catered Events - Birthdays

Anniversaries - Retirements - Showers

BOOKING FALL & WINTER
WEEKEND DATES NOW!

MAYNARD, MA - 508-380-9174

For Advertising call 617-779-3771

Pilot Bulletins

offers. See representative for full warranty details. AR 366920925, AZ ROC 344027, CA 1036795, CT HIC.0671520, DC 4.20223E+11,
FL CBCO56678, IA C127230, ID RCE-51604, LA 569544, MA 213292, MD MHIC111225, HIC164488, MI 262300331, 262300330,
262300329, 262300328, 262300318, 262300173, MN IR810524, MT 2661922, ND 47304, NE 50145-24, 50145-23, NJ 13VH13285000,
NM 408693, NV 86990, OR 218294, PA PA179643, Rl GC-41354, TN 10981, UT 10783658-5501, VA 2705169445, VT 174.0000871, WA
LEAFFLH-763PG, WI No. 537-DCFRR WV WV056912. Promotion exp: 8/31/2026.

AD SPACE

AVAILABLE
617-779-3771

The Bath or Shower You’ve Always Wanted
IN AS LITTLE AS A DAY

1,500 OFF

PLUS

ZERO Interest, ZERO Payments
financing for 12 Months*

OFFER EXPIRES 9/30/2026

BATH CONCEPTS
AUTHORIZED

DEALER *Includes obor and product; bathtub, shower or walkin tub and wallsurround. This

promoion cannot be combined with any other offer. Other restricions may apply.
This offer expires 9/30,26. Each dealership s independently owned and operaed.
“*Third party financing is ovilobl for thase customers who qualfy/Parfcpating
dealrs only. See your dealr or deais. ©2026 Bath ConceptsIndustis.

CALL
NOW

(844) 300-2419

John Costanzo WILLS, TRUSTS &
ATTORNEY AT LAW ESTATE PLANNING

713 B Main Street, Bolton, Massachusetts

« Business Succession Planning » Medical Directives & Powers of Attorney
« Trusts/Probate Matters

« Estate Tax Planning

o Charitable Planning
« Special Needs Planning
o Estate Administration

« Life Care/Elder Care Planning

781-643-1070 « jcostanzo@johncostanzolaw.com

L Saint Isidore, Stow, MA 4776
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