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MASS TIMES 

Saturday.……………………………… (Vigil) 4:00pm 

Sunday................. 8:30am, 10:30am, 7:00pm 

............................................. (Spanish) 3:00pm 

DAILY MASS 

Mo, Tu, Th, Fri……………………………….. 8:30am 

Wednesday…………………………………….6:00pm 

CONFESSIONS 

One half hour before each Mass daily 

and Sundays. 

PERPETUAL ADORATION 

CHAPEL—Open 24 hours daily. 

Mass  

Schedule 

VERY REV. WALTER AUSTIN, V.F. 

Pastor 

aolpastor@gmail.com 

985-630-2837 

 

REV. MR. THOMAS ST. PIERRE 

Deacon 

tjstpierre@yahoo.com 

 

REV. MR. DAVID FARINELLI, LPC, 

LMFT 

Deacon 

dpkc333@yahoo.com 

Our Clergy 

April 19, 2020 

Divine Mercy Sunday 

“Jesus, I Trust in You” 
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Parish Directory 
Parish Office: 799 Fairway Drive 

LaPlace, LA 70068 

985-652-2615 phone 

985-652-7291 fax 

aolparishoffice@gmail.com  

www.aolparish.org  

Office Hours: M-F 9:00am - 4:00pm 

 

BUSINESS MANAGER 

Linda Biven 

aolparishoffice@gmail.com 

SECRETARY/SACRAMENTAL RECORDS 

Amarna Englert 

aolrectory@gmail.com 

ADMINISTRATIVE SECRETARY 

Cindy Grosse 

aolpublisher@gmail.com 

PARISH SCHOOL OF RELIGION 

COORDINATOR 

Andree Gurdian 

andreemgurdian@gmail.com 

YOUTH MINISTRY COORDINATOR 

Emily Gurdian 

aolcyo@gmail.com  

ASCENSION OF OUR LORD SCHOOL 

Toni Ruiz, Principal: 985-652-4532 

PASTORAL COUNCIL PRESIDENT 

Michael Abbate: 985-652-5041 

michael.abbate54@yahoo.com 

SYNOD IMPLEMENTATION 

COORDINATOR 

Susie Lanza: 504-650-0496 

slanza@lancoconstruction.com 

 

Mass Intentions 

LIVE-STREAM OF ALL MASSES CAN BE VIEWED ON THE 
AOL FACEBOOK PAGE OR ON OUR PARISH WEBSITE. 
Monday, April 20 
8:30 am Henry Harris, Jr. 

Tuesday, April 21 • St. Anselm  
8:30 am Je�rey & Patrick Cupit 

Wednesday, April 22 
6:00 pm Dolores Dottolo  

Thursday, April 23 • St. George • St. Adalbert 
8:30 am John Rauch, Jr. 

Friday, April 24 • St. Fidelis of Sigmaringen 
8:30 am Zulma Williams 

Saturday, April 25 • St. Mark 
4:00 pm  John Rauch, Jr., Stuart Torres, John Paul Loupe, E.J. & Edna 
 Guidry, Conrad & Betty Hymel, Grady Du�, Jr., Scott Du�,  
 Glen Keating, Rosalie Lucia Sander, Jerry Sander, John & 
 Margaret Williamson, Irving & Norma Vial, Debbie Jones, 
 Jackie Ragusa, Souls in Purgatory, Special Intentions 

Sunday, April 26 • Third Sunday of Easter 
 10:30 am Gwen Booth, Maude Hymel, Nancy Freitas, Vivian & Lionel 
 Fisher, Jr., Joseph & Verlie Marks, Dolores Fajardo, Maria 
 Espinal, Joe Basurto, Mary Jo Phillips, Melanie Champagne, 
 Minda & Ricardo Ano-Os, Fe Laygo, Souls in Purgatory, Our 
 Parishioners 

April 19, 2020 

VIGIL LIGHT FOR APRIL�

In memory of E.J. & Zola Martin, Clarence & Shirley Frost, 
and Steve & Nancy Valure 

Divine Mercy Sunday 

 

Today, we celebrate Divine Mercy Sunday. It’s 

origin stems from St. Faustina who had  

private revelations concerning Divine Mercy. Her 

Diary records 14 occasions when Jesus  

requested that a Feast of Mercy (Divine  

Mercy Sunday) be observed. 

 

“My daughter, tell the whole world about My inconceivable mercy. I  

desire that the Feast of Mercy be a refuge and shelter for all souls, 

and especially for poor sinners. On that day the very depths of My 

tender mercy are open. ...It is My desire that it be solemnly cele-

brated on the first Sunday after Easter. Mankind will not have 

peace until it turns to the Fount of My Mercy. (Diary, no. 699)” 

 

On May 5, 2000, five days after the canonization of St. Faustina, the  

Vatican decreed that the Second Sunday of Easter would henceforth be 

known as Divine Mercy Sunday. For more info on the origin of Divine 

Mercy Sunday, the Divine Mercy image, the Chaplet, and the Novena, visit 

www.aolparish.org/documents/2020/4/divine-mercy-origin.pdf. 

Jesus, I trust in You. 
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Ascension of Our Lord Statement of Faith 

Ascension of Our Lord is a Catholic Church, in full union with the Church in Rome. We are dedicated to, and are under the 

"Authority of our Holy Father, and therefore, accept and embrace all of the teachings of the Magisterium of the Church". We invite 

all to worship with us in the confidence of knowing that our Church and doctrines were established by God through Jesus Christ, 

empowered by the Holy Spirit and safeguarded by His Church, which is One, Holy, Catholic and Apostolic. (Established July 1979) 

Around Our church & Our Community 

The Parish Office will remain closed 

while the state mandated stay-at-

home order is in effect. If you are in 

need of assistance, you may email 

us at aolparishoffice@gmail.com 

or call Fr. Walter at 985-630-2837. 

Please continue to monitor our 

website aolparish.org and Facebook page for updated 

information. 

The Clarion Herald is currently  

available only in electronic format. 

You can view the edition of the  

Clarion Herald and archives of previous issues online at 

clarionherald-la.newsmemory.com. It  can be easily  

accessed through the “Clarion Herald eEdition” link at 

clarionherald.org or via the link on our Parish Website. 

 

 

Additional 

Easter Flower  

Memorials 

Tom & Teresa Bautsch 

David Lowry 

Steve Navarre 

Dave & Vivian Scioneaux 

From St. John the Baptist ParishFrom St. John the Baptist ParishFrom St. John the Baptist ParishFrom St. John the Baptist Parish    
    

The 2020 Census will determine  

congressional representation and  

hundreds of billions in federal funding 

as well as provide data that will impact 

our Parish for the next decade.  

Funding for roads, schools, transportation, emergency 

services, and services for families are all allocated 

based on Census responses. Census responses affect 

every aspect our community and it only happens once 

every ten years. Make your voice count! Respond today 

at  2020census.gov. 

Dear Friends of Catholic Charities Archdiocese of New Orleans, �

�

Easter Sunday, and with it the beginning of the whole Easter 

season, marks Jesus' resurrection and triumph over sin and 

death. After 40 days of fasting, almsgiving and penance, the �

season brings joy�filled new life and abundant hope.�

�

We are grateful to each of you,� whether through monetary �

donations or simply keeping us in your prayers during this time of 

reflection.� ��

�

In your continued support of Catholic Charities, you are bringing 

this same hope and new life to the most vulnerable in our �

community. You're offering early childhood education to children, 

services and education to pregnant women, food to low income 

seniors, health services to seniors and the developmentally and 

physically disabled and so much more.�

�

You are helping them triumph over their troubles, resurrect from 

their burdens. Your support is a heartfelt answer to Mother �

Teresa's call to "do ordinary things with extraordinary love."��

�

I wish you and your families a blessed, peace�filled Easter!�  � ��

�

God bless you, �

�

Sr. Marjorie Hebert, MSC�

President & CEO�

REFLECTREFLECTREFLECTREFLECT    
    
 

First Reading 

According to Luke, the original community of believers 

in Jerusalem met daily to pray, break bread, and  

commit themselves to the teaching of the Apostles. 

When have you experienced a similar level of  

communal harmony? 

 

Second Reading 

The First Letter of Peter opens with a prayer of  

thanksgiving for the blessings received from the  

resurrection of Jesus. In what ways do you show  

gratitude for Jesus’ resurrection from the dead? 

 

Gospel Reading 

John is the only evangelist to record the episode of 

Thomas’ initial doubt in Jesus’ resurrection. What role 

does doubt have in your spiritual journey? 

 

©LPi 
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Parish Calendar 

Wednesday, April 22 - 7:00pm  RCIA    Thursday, April 23 - 12:30pm  Hearty Meal    

Divine Mercy Sunday 

Perpetual  

Adoration 

Chapel 

    
    

The Adoration Chapel The Adoration Chapel The Adoration Chapel The Adoration Chapel 
is currently closed. is currently closed. is currently closed. is currently closed.     
We anticipate We anticipate We anticipate We anticipate     
reopening after reopening after reopening after reopening after     
April 30th.April 30th.April 30th.April 30th.    

    

““““Ten minutes a day can make Ten minutes a day can make Ten minutes a day can make Ten minutes a day can make 
all the difference in the world. all the difference in the world. all the difference in the world. all the difference in the world. 
The more time you spend in The more time you spend in The more time you spend in The more time you spend in 
the classroom of silence the the classroom of silence the the classroom of silence the the classroom of silence the 
more clearly you will hear the more clearly you will hear the more clearly you will hear the more clearly you will hear the 
voice of God in your life.voice of God in your life.voice of God in your life.voice of God in your life.””””    

----Allen HuntAllen HuntAllen HuntAllen Hunt    

Sacraments 

BAPTISMSBAPTISMSBAPTISMSBAPTISMS: Baptismal seminars 
are held on the first Tuesday of 
each month in the Parish O@ce 
at 7:00pm. Please call the    
Parish O@ce to pre-register. 
 

WEDDINGSWEDDINGSWEDDINGSWEDDINGS: Couples must 
contact the priest at least six 
months prior to the preferred 
date of the wedding.  
 

ANOINTING OF THE SICKANOINTING OF THE SICKANOINTING OF THE SICKANOINTING OF THE SICK: 
Please call the Parish O@ce or      
985-630-2837 (evenings).  
 

HOLY COMMUNION TO THE HOLY COMMUNION TO THE HOLY COMMUNION TO THE HOLY COMMUNION TO THE 
HOMEBOUND: HOMEBOUND: HOMEBOUND: HOMEBOUND: To be added to 
the list, please call the Parish 
O@ce. 
 

FUNERALSFUNERALSFUNERALSFUNERALS: Family must make 
arrangements with the priest 
prior to making final arrange-
ments with the funeral home. 

GOSPEL MEDITATION GOSPEL MEDITATION GOSPEL MEDITATION GOSPEL MEDITATION  
A person was going through a very dark time, questioning the meaning of 

life, not feeling very purposeful or worthwhile, and feeling disconnected 

and unappreciated. Suddenly, they gazed up at the night sky, found  

themselves in awe of all the stars and constellations, and exclaimed, “I am 

here on purpose and I am loved!” Having been brought by God to this  

moment of intense connection and awareness, his life changed from that 

moment on.  

 

If we are always preoccupied with the challenges, obligations, and stuff of 

daily life, we can easily miss the wonderful opportunities when the  

resurrected Christ is knocking at our door. If we open ourselves to the  

fullness of experience, we will find ourselves listening and embracing all 

that is around us, being caught up in the magnificence of creation’s  

grandeur and knowing in our heart and soul that God is and I am. 

 

While that sounds like a simple, tell-me-something-I-don’t-know kind of 

revelation, it is life changing when it takes root in the depth of a person’s 

soul. Stumbling upon this awesome truth and internalizing it doesn’t  

require an assent of the mind. It beckons for a claim on our soul. We find 

ourselves knowing something profound that cannot be explained or  

reasoned, but purely is. When we are caught up in an experience and  

encounter the truth, it doesn’t matter how all of the pieces got put  

together. Truth is simply truth. The “my Lord and my God” responses we 

utter are not evoked because all of the pieces of faith and life make  

reasonable sense. The “my Lord and my God” affirmations come when we 

are lifted up out of our preoccupations and silliness and are in the  

presence of mystery and mercy. 

 

God is mystery, one who is beyond our grasp but at the same time within 

our reach, knowable yet unknowable. And when in the presence of  

mystery, there comes an intense experience of mercy. We know deep 

within the essence of ourselves — 

and in the very life of creation — this 

beating, unconditionally accepting, 

life-sustaining, profound, mysterious 

yet familiar presence of love. We have 

found our peace. “Peace be with you.” 

Breathe in and breathe out. Peace.                                                                                           

 

©LPi  

Now a week later his disciples were again inside and Thomas was �

with them. Jesus came, although the doors were locked, and stood in �

their midst and said, “Peace be with you.” Then he said to Thomas, �

“Put your finger here and see my hands, and bring your hand and �

put it into my side, and do not be unbelieving, but believe.” � Jn 20:26�27�

�

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.�
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April 19, 2020 

Divine Mercy Sunday 

“Blessed are those who have not seen  

and have believed.” 

John 20:19-31       

 “You’ve got to believe.” Coaches and motivational 

speakers use these words to convince their listeners that they 

can accomplish extraordinary things. “You’ve got to believe” 

serves as the mantra for John in his gospel.  

John’s gospel differs distinctly from Matthew, Mark and 

Luke. John records only seven miracles that Jesus performed. 

Not that Jesus performed only seven miracles but that seven 

represents a complete number. He wants to show that only 

someone with the power of God can do these things. In 

addition he calls these miracles ‘signs’ because they point to the 

reality of Jesus as Son of God. Finally every miracle Jesus 

performs elicits some degree of belief on the part of those who 

witnessed it. All that Jesus does in his lifetime and what he does 

after he rises from the dead provide a basis for people to 

believe. 

After the Resurrection, Jesus appears several times to his 

disciples. Once again, Jesus wants to assure them that he has 

risen from the dead. He wants them to believe. Today we see 

how Thomas refuses to believe. John includes this account as a 

way of showing to the early Christians that they need not see 

Jesus rise from the dead in order to believe.  

The early Church manifested their belief in various ways. 

They gathered as a community to worship and pray. They 

shared Jesus in the breaking of the bread. They realized the 

importance of forgiveness. 

Forgiveness comes through the forgiveness of sins. Only 

God can forgive sins but now Jesus delegates that authority to 

the Church. The words of Jesus, ‘whose sins you shall forgive, 

they are forgiven’ become the foundation of the sacrament of 

Reconciliation. So often people will confess a sin they have 

confessed over and over as if they do not believe that God has 

forgiven them. God has forgiven them. They haven’t forgiven 

themselves. They refuse to believe in this sign of Jesus’ 

forgiveness.    

In the Eucharist so many people look upon this sign of 

Jesus’ presence with an attitude less than reverential. Their 

actions reflect an attitude of disbelief. As if like Thomas they 

need a real body of Jesus present before they will believe. 

Saying we believe and living out that belief are two 

different concepts. A person can hold up a lottery ticket he just 

bought and say with all sincerity that he has purchased the 

winning ticket. But if he truly believes, then why wait for the 

drawing, go out and start spending that money now. Of course, 

most people who say they believe in something do not show it 

in how they act on that belief. 

Do we believe that we find forgiveness of our sins in 

Reconciliation? Do we believe that we experience the reality of 

Jesus in the Eucharist? If so, then how do our lives differ from 

those who do not hold those beliefs? 

       Fr. Walter Austin�

Readings for the Week  

Sunday: Acts 2:42-47/Ps 118:2-4, 13-15, 22-24 [1]/1 Pt 1:3

-9/Jn 20:19-31  

Monday: Acts 4:23-31/Ps 2:1-3, 4-7a, 7b-9 [cf. 11d]/Jn 3:1-8 

Tuesday: Acts 4:32-37/Ps 93:1ab, 1cd-2, 5 [1a]/Jn 3:7b-15 

Wednesday: Acts 5:17-26/Ps 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9 [7a]/Jn 3:16-

21 

Thursday: Acts 5:27-33/Ps 34:2 and 9, 17-18, 19-20 [7a]/Jn 

3:31-36 

Friday: Acts 5:34-42/Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14 [cf. 4abc]/Jn 6:1-15 

Saturday: 1 Pt 5:5b-14/Ps 89:2-3, 6-7, 16-17 [2]/Mk 16:15-

20 

Next Sunday: Acts 2:14, 22-33/Ps 16:1-2, 5, 7-8, 9-10, 11 

[11a]/1 Pt 1:17-21/Lk 24:13-35  

                                         ©Liturgical Publications Inc 

Ascension of Our Lord Catholic Church 

 

Give Yourself Completely 

 

The early days of the first Christian community were not easy 

by any measurement. Jesus had been executed, and his 

disciples had to be discreet so as not to meet a similar fate. 

Jesus was now risen, but the truth of his resurrection was not 

accepted by all. However, the depiction of that early 

community in Acts 2:42-47 would lead someone to believe it 

was the opposite situation. We are told of community life 

where people lean on each other and share great joy. They ate 

and prayed together, and many wonders and signs were 

occurring to lift the community and bear witness to the power 

of Jesus Christ. They were disciples living out their faith, and it 

was their strong sense of stewardship that made all this 

possible in the face of threatening Roman and Jewish powers. 

 

Today, we find the Church in a new turmoil. Increasing 

secularism, abuse scandals, and a lack of true fidelity place us 

once again in a time that is not easy. A friend of mine likes to 

say that any challenge of sin we encounter in the Church has its 

origin in a lack or misunderstanding of the stewardship way of 

life. We create our burdens by not using our gifts wisely and by 

turning inward selfishly.  

 

Could we use the story in Acts of the early Church to help us 

today? If we begin with the decision to give of ourselves 

completely to God and His people, will we become agents of 

change? There is only one way to find out.    

 

        -Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS  
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THIS SPACE IS

Today’s plan with tomorrow’s vision
NOLAN H. SCHEXNAYDER 

985-652-2877 • www.schexwealth.com

SCHEXNAYDER 
WEALTH ADVISORS

Tri-Parish
Telephone Directory, Inc.

Since 1973
2803 Hwy. 51 • LaPlace, LA 70068

985-652-1800
fax: 985-652-1867

RY

DR. ROBERT D. ORY, SR
DR. ROBERT D. ORY, JR
DR. BENJAMIN M. ORY

430 WEST FIFTH STREET • LAPLACE

985.652.9616
WWW.ORYDENTISTS.COM

FAMILY DENTISTRY

St. John 
Memorial Gardens

Perpetual Care Cemetery
985-652-6160

Mausoleum Crypts and Cremation Niches 

Call Ann to preplan now 
for your peace of mind.

BILL GOMILA, R. Ph
932 Carrollwood Ave.
985-652-1245

 Family HomeCare
 27 Years of Our FAMILY 
 Taking Care of Yours!
Providing Quality Home Health Services

Throughout the River Parishes
985-359-1170

Alette Lyons, RN - 
LaPlace Team Coordinator

RIVER PARISHES
CHIROPRACTIC

Drs. Dale, Laird, Boyce, Burch

LaPlace: 985-652-7904
Lutcher: 225-869-7904

www.nmaclinic.com

Fred DeFrancesch, M.D.
LaPlace  • Hammond 

Gonzales • Kenner

 Support
 Knights 
 of Columbus
 Council #9623

985-652-5041
Proceeds Benefit 

The Church Parish

DON’S
SEAFOOD  Since 1934
Restaurant & Oyster Bar

4801 Veterans Blvd.
504-889-1550
Open 7 Days A Week

FISHER’S

504 Hemlock Street
652-1497

Lester J. Haydel, Jr.
president

504.464.7467

roofing services, inc.
THIS SPACE IS

 NO JOB TOO 

 BIG
 NO JOB TOO 
 SMALL

Commercial, Industrial, Residential,
Service Work, Parking and Street Lights
504-466-3303 • 24 Hr. Service Calls

LaPlace Laundry
& Dry Cleaners

SAME DAY SERVICE
In-House Seamstress at Main St.

NOW OFFERING EMBROIDERY SERVICES
Drive Thru 24 Hour Drop Box
809 Main St. Heritage Shopping Center
985-652-9104 985-652-6262

Since 1983

Laplace, LA
(985) 212-6012

lancoconstruction.com

377 BELLE TERRE BLVD. 
LAPLACE, LA 70068

985.651.0781 | www.fnbusa.com

MINI 
STORAGE

Climate Control Available
24 Hour Access

Locally Owned and Operated

Three convenient locations to serve you!!
La Place Self Storage

2217 W. Airline Hwy, LaPlace • 985-652-7606

St. John Mini Storage
684 E. Airline Hwy, LaPlace • 985-653-8294

Cambridge Mini Storage
952 Cambridge Dr, LaPlace • 985-652-8091

Lowest Prices in Town!!
www.laplaceministorages.com

Belle Terre
Country Club

Join us after mass Sunday
Lunch 11a-2p 985.652.5000

Free Estimates
CARPET NETWORK, INC.

& RENOVATIONS
For All Your Flooring Needs

1204 Williams Blvd. Kenner, LA 
www.carpetnetworkandrenovations.com

(504) 466-3555
Fully Insured & Licensed

MAYEUX’S
A/C & HEATING, LLC

GENERATOR 
SYSTEMS

985-764-2426

Contact Kim Broyard to place an ad today! 
kbroyard@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6322 

kim juneau hearing, llc

Dr. Kim Juneau, AuD, doctor of audiology
kim@generalhearing.com • 504.733.3745

brookhollow esp • ste b, harahan, la

 for ascension of
 our lord 
 parishioners

20%
o f f


