
Catechist Meeting
St. Michael the Archangel Parish

August 15, 2021



Father, Creator of all that is good 
´ Thank you for your holy presence, here with us this day.  Thank you for 

pouring your Holy Spirit into our hearts, to lead and guide us to do your will 
and your work. Thank you for nourishing our bodies and our spirits this day 
and every day. 

´ Help us to prepare our hearts so that we can reach out to the children and 
families of our parish each week with the Good News of Salvation. 

´ Help us to be faithful to you, and to the body of Christ present in this 
community, for its upbuilding and its growth in Faith, Hope, and Charity. 

´ Forgive us Lord, when we fail to love you, to serve you, and to honor you 
above all. 

´ Remind us Lord that we are your people, and that we are made to know 
you, to love you, and to serve you here where you have led us in your 
mercy and love. 

´ We ask all of this through Christ Jesus, our Lord and redeemer. Amen!



Agenda

´ Our Calling

´ New Inclusions for Grades 2-5

´ CGS 

´ Online Handbook (online)
´ Calendar

´ Curriculum Guides

´ Catechetical Sunday 

´ Special Meeting for New Catechists RE: Child Protection Lessons 

´ Practical Stuff



APOSTOLIC LETTER ISSUED "MOTU PROPRIO"
BY THE SUPREME PONTIFF FRANCIS

"ANTIQUUM MINISTERIUM" INSTITUTING THE MINISTRY OF CATECHIST

´ The ministry of Catechist in the Church is an ancient one. 
Theologians commonly hold that the first examples are 
already present in the writings of the New Testament. 
The service of catechesis may be traced back to those 
“teachers” mentioned by the Apostle in writing to the 
community of Corinth. 



1st Corinthians Ch 12: 4-9

´ There are different kinds of spiritual gifts but the same 
Spirit; there are different forms of service but the same 
Lord; there are different workings but the same God who 
produces all of them in everyone. To each individual the 
manifestation of the Spirit is given for some benefit.  To 
one is given through the Spirit the expression of wisdom; 
to another the expression of knowledge according to 
the same Spirit; to another faith by the same Spirit; 
´ The Catholic Study Bible (pp. 4914-4915). Oxford University Press. Kindle Edition. 



As catechists, we impart . . .

´ Wisdom – The application of experience, knowledge, and good judgement 
in presenting a summary of God’s revelation of HIS will for HIS people

´ Knowledge – The teachings of the Lord Jesus and of his church including 
the scriptures, and the oral tradition of the church going back to the early 
church.

´ Faith – Trust and confidence in God and His presence in the Body of Christ-
the church militant on this earth and the church triumphant in heaven.  



New Supplemental Inclusions

´The Sacred That Surrounds Us
´ Objects used at Mass and what 

they represent. (1 per week)
´The Sunday Gospel – give them a 

preview or look-back at the 
gospel for each week. 



Happy Feast of the Assumption of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary!
´ “The most blessed Virgin Mary, when the course of her earthly 

life was completed, was taken up body and soul into the 
glory of heaven.”  CCC-966

´ Basis of this belief – the oral tradition of the Catholic 
Community of the early church.  
´ In the sixth century, St. John Damascene wrote in one of his 

sermons, “Your sacred and happy soul, as nature will have it, was 
separated in death from your most blessed and immaculate 
body, and although the body was duly interred, it did not remain 
in the state of death, neither was it dissolved by decay; your 
most pure and sinless body was not left on earth, but you were 
transferred to your heavenly throne.”



Catechesis of the Good Shepherd
´ Begins with the Preschool in August 2022

´ A Religious experience involving children and adults in which the 
religious values of childhood, primarily those values of 
contemplation and enjoyment of God, are predominant. This 
experience is shared in a place particularly prepared for the 
religious life of children called the Atrium.

´ Montessori style: Children are encouraged to work 
independently and explore and learn in a well-prepared 
learning environment.

´Sign up with me if you’re interested in beginning 
training this September. 

´ PHOTOS

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1CExpV9todCmACUJICWOnkjoJQ54TQ7v2?usp=sharing


Catechist e-binder
´ Details of procedures and resources.  

´ Catechist calendar provides class meeting dates and other relevant information. 

´ Recertification for Child Protection through Catholic Mutual Group
´ Catechist Certification Information from the Archdiocese. 
´ Resources for the Faith & Life series, including PowerPoints of chapters. 
´ Search for supplemental electronic resources on the Formed website. 

(Instructions to access Formed are here.)
´ Resources and supplies are scattered in cabinets all over SHH. Ask if you 

need something or to see if I have it. 
´ Participate in our Saint of the Week program by sharing information with 

students. Just respond to Emailed information each week. 
´ Communication with catechists will be midweek. Special information 

shared with all will also be in the bulletin. 
´ Parent handbook with policies and procedures will be posted on-line.  

https://mobile.cmgconnect.org/
https://mobarch.org/religious-education
https://www.ignatius.com/promotions/faithandlife/parish-ccd/
https://formed.org/
https://www.stmichaelsauburn.com/formedorg-1


Preschool & Kindergarten: Image of 
God Series

´ Teacher books with lesson plan activities, bible stories, 
and children’s activities

´ Children workbooks with tear-out, take-home sheets
´ Weekly Bible stories & Activities 



Catechetical Sunday

´Late this year: September 19, 2021
´Catechists will receive a special blessing during 

the 10:30 a.m. Mass.



Other Support

´ Catechist Breakfast – provided by volunteer families
´ Catechist Prayer group

´ They will pray for you and families with children enrolled in our 
program.

´ They will collect intentions from children to pray for during their 
meeting time.

´ You can make a private prayer intention box using a shoe-box or 
other lidded container to collect children’s prayer intentions for 
your classrooms.  



Special meeting for new catechists

´ Re: child protection lessons for children.
´ Meet in SHH room #1 after 10:30 AM Mass to discuss 

procedures, lesson plans and materials.
´ Tentative date: October 3 



Practical Matters
´ Attendance - Catechists need to update attendance forms each week. 

Attendance folders should remain in classrooms after each class. 

´ Needed Materials – A form to request photocopies or other materials is in 
your folder. Last minute photocopies can be made at church. Ask Geri for 
help. 

´ Parent Contact – Forms are included in folders to document 
communications with parents. Outside of the classroom, only contact 
students through parents.  



Safety
´ First Aid - A small box of supplies is located in each classroom. Caution should be 

taken if there are any blood-related injuries, bloody noses, serious cuts, etc. Safety 
gloves are in the hallway of Sacred Heart Hall.  The PCL should be notified 
immediately.

´ Illness/Accidents - should be reported to the PCL or available staff. If an accident 
occurs, the PCL will have to complete an accident report for the archdiocese the 
next day.

´ For the safety of the children, registration forms include parent-reported information 
on special-needs, medical and food allergies, etc. Information forms are included in 
attendance folders. 

´ Fire Prevention- Candle Safety: To reduce the chance of fire, please do not 
allow candles in your classrooms. If they must be used, be sure the candle stands on 
a noncombustible material such as stone, tile, or marble and placed away from 
any combustible material.

´ Audio Visual Equipment - should be moved by the Catechist, PCL or another 
qualified adult. Children of any age are NOT allowed to move these items.



Safety

´ Severe Weather – Exit classrooms, close the doors, remain with students 
seated in hallways in areas where there are no visible outside exits or 
windows. 

´ Intruder – A safety plan has been discussed with APD.  The initial plan is for 
doors to remain locked once class starts. Children can be let in and out of 
the classroom.  Doors will lock automatically when shut. Texts will be sent to 
catechists to close shades and stay out of sight of windowed doors. 

´ Fire Exits and classrooms - See Map handout

´ Child Protection – All catechists must have valid certification of child 
protection training. Check your email to be sure you are up-to-date. The 
next class for new catechists who are not trained is TOMORROW, Aug. 16, 
at 6 PM in Sacred Heart Hall room #6. 



See you on 
Sunday, August 

22nd


