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Saturday
Confessions 4:00pm -  Fr. Santos
Mass 5:00pm - Fr. Paladino

Sunday 7:30am - Fr. Hanly 
9:00am - Fr. Paladino
10:30am - Fr. Santos
NooN - Msgr. Guenther

MASS
SCHEDULE

DECEMBER 5 & 6
SUBJECT TO CHANGE
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Reflection by Father John Paladino

W

Be fearless in the pursuit of what sets your soul on fire.

e are called to be mindful of God 
and alert to His ways.

Christmas Eve Masses
2pm, 4pm, 6pm & 10pm

2020 CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE

Today we begin Advent, a hopeful and holy season in which we are called to be 
alert and watchful. This season anticipates the great celebration of Jesus’ birth and 
his Incarnation in human history. While Advent prepares our hearts for Christmas, 
we are also called in a special way during Advent and throughout our lives not only 
to “anticipate” something that already happened – Jesus’ birth – but to be alert for 
signs of God’s presence in our lives. 

It is easy for us to be distracted by the details of what we feel we must do for the 
celebration of Christmas. We can wander from the ways of God and instead focus 
on the more secular aspects of the celebration. Like Isaiah, we long to be watchful 
and alert, as Jesus commands us, and can even beg God to send down a dramatic 
sign – mountains quaking before us – so that we can remember him in this time of 
busy-ness and its many distractions. 

In our struggle to be watchful and alert, to walk the ways of God, we can take heart in Paul’s words to the 
Corinthians today. As he did for those early Christians, God bestows countless graces on us and enriches us in 
every way, with all discourse and all knowledge … so that [we] are not lacking in any spiritual gift. As baptized 
children of God, we can rely upon the Holy Spirit to keep us alert and watchful for the small ways that God 
reveals himself to us in our lives. We do not need to ask for spectacular signs of God’s presence, but can find 
them every day of our lives, in countless moments. We are called to watch for those moments when Jesus 
might come to us – in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or in the morning.

One way to train ourselves in watchfulness is to adopt, at least during Advent, the nightly practice of the Exa-
men. This reflection, from Saint Ignatius Loyola, involves reviewing the past day – not only remembering times 
when we might have displeased God or missed out on his message to us, but perhaps especially to remember 
times that God might have been gifting us with a grace. Did a child or a colleague pay us a compliment? Did we 
gain a sudden insight when dealing with a challenging problem? Were we impressed by the sunrise or by the 
call or sight of a bird? These can be seen as gifts from God, signs of God’s love. Participating in a practice such 
as this could help us be more alert and watchful throughout the day of the many ways God is present to us. 

On this first day of the Advent season, let us try to be more cognizant of the many ways God uplifts us each 
day as his sons and daughters.

Christmas Day Masses
7:30am, 9am, 10:30am & 12pm

ALL Masses will be available LIVESTREAM
Registration is required for ALL Masses
Beginning on Monday, November 30

you can register through EVENTBRITE, the link will be on our website
www.stbartholomewchurch.org

or call the rectory office at 908.322.5192 ext.100



Academy in Action, Faith Formation & Religious Education

3

FOR MORE INFO CONTACT PAT KREMA
pkrema@stbartholomewchurch.org

ACADEMY  IN  ACTION
Giving Thanks

CONTACT CONNIE BORUCH
religioused@stbartholomewchurch.org 908.322.2359

Our parish has subscribed to Formed, an online Cath-
olic media resource featuring hundreds of family-
friendly videos, movies, e-books, bible studies, and 
more, created to support Catholic parishes and fami-
lies in learning more about their faith through engag-
ing online resources. Visit www.formed.org, click Sign 
In as a Parishioner, and type in St. Bartholomew the 
Apostle Parish to sign up and take advantage of this 
amazing free resource!

This has been a difficult year for many, but the Season 
of Advent Scriptures remind us to wait for Christ with 
hope, joy and peace. Do something for yourself this 
season that will lighten your heart and help deepen 
your relationship with God. Join us this Advent for 
Waiting with Joy–Weekly Reflections on the Sunday 
Readings. These weekly reflections by Sr. Donna Cian-
gio, OP, provide you with the opportunity to contem-
plate, pray and share your faith. Join a virtual online 
group for weekly discussion or contemplate the reflec-
tions on your own. Online groups will meet during the 
weeks of November 29, December 6 and December 
13. To register for an online group, contact Pat Krema 
at pkrema@stbartholomewchurch.org; 908. 322.5192 
x 126. A limited number of Waiting with Joy reflection 
booklets are available at the St. Bartholomew Rec-
tory.  Booklets can also be ordered from RENEW In-
ternational www.renewintl.org, or downloaded as an 
e-book from Amazon, Barnes-N-Noble, or Itunes.

ADVENT "WAITING WITH JOY"

Grades 1-6 At Home Family Faith Formation is off to 
a wonderful start! A central website serves as a hub 
for all things faith formation! Lessons and videos to 
supplement the workbooks, along with a pool of re-
sources to support families in living out our faith in ev-
eryday life are sent weekly. Passing on the faith to our 
families and children is not so much about memoriz-
ing concepts or passing a test. It's about a way of life! 
Faith is best taught when it is lived out in the ordinary 
events of daily life. Our program this year supports 
families not only in learning the faith, but also in living 
it!  If you are fully registered, please watch your email 
each Sunday for a  link to the weekly step-by-step in-
structions. Confirmation Level 1 and Level 2 students 
are off to a great start in continuing their journey with 
an at-home virtual program led by Jan Pepino of Fiat 
Ministries. Prayer & Worship, Adoration, custom made 
Fiat videos, and Zoom sessions with catechists will all 
be an exciting part of the Confirmation formation pro-
cess.  Registered families, please watch your email for 
information including links to the upcoming sessions.
Need to register or haven’t picked up your workbook 
for Gr 1-6 yet? Please reach out to: religioused@st-
bartholomewchurch.org.

Covid-19 has forced all of us to modify how we gather 
and celebrate but with a little creativity we can still 
come together.

Usually our 8th grade students get together for 
monthly social hours. However they have been unable 
to so this school year. Undeterred and determined, 
the students instead gathered outside on a chilly day 
for a prayer service and outdoor Thanksgiving lunch. 
The students started by expressing their gratitude to 
God for the gifts they have been given and prayed 
for those less fortunate. They were then served a tra-
ditional turkey dinner by several of the eighth grade 
parents. After lunch the class was able to enjoy an ex-
tended recess. Despite the chill the students enjoyed 
being able to come together as a class. 

We would like to wish you all a healthy, happy Thanks-
giving and share some of the students’ reflections on 
what they are thankful for this year:

Morgan- Everything God did for us
Dominic- My family, the food I am given, the roof over 
my head, my friends
Michelle- God for protecting my family and my grand-
ma being healthy
Shelby- The roof over my head and good health
Christopher-My family, my friends, and how fortunate 
I am
Keyla- My family and the financial status we have
Naomi- My family, friends, and all of the things I have
Michael- My family and friends
Manuela- My family, my classmates, friends, hope, 
and love
Jadyn- My friends and family
Nia- My family, friends and health
Justin- My family, friends, and my education
AJ- God’s blessing of my family and friends
Ella- My Family and friends
Luca- The great people around me that give me the 
opportunity to enjoy life and help me succeed.
Victoria- Being safe and healthy with my family dur-
ing this difficult time. I am thankful to have everything 
that I could ever ask for, a caring and loving family, 
friends, and a good education.
Megan- for all my family and friends and that they are 
safe and healthy. I am thankful to be surrounded by 
people that love me and to be going to a nice school. 
Donavan- My family and friends
Chelsea- I am thankful that I have that opportunity to 
go to an amazing school and that we are all healthy. 
I am also thankful for God's love and my family for 
helping me everyday!



Community Outreach, Youth Group, Upcoming Parish & Non Parish Meetings & Events
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       Help us to Help Others Together We Can

FOR MORE INFO CONTACT ELAINE COUPE
ecoupe@stbartholomewchurch.org

STAY IN THE KNOW!
LOOK, LIKE, & FOLLOW

@StBart Church on Facebook & 
@StBartholomew_Church on Instagram

FOR MORE INFO CONTACT JENNIFER RYAN
yg@stbartholomewchurch.org

THE PARISH GIVING TREE IS VIRTUAL THIS YEAR!
The Parish Giving Tree is available 
online! Please access the “Giving 
Tree Banner” on the parish’s web-
site. The banner will provide instruc-
tions, a list of the organizations and 
a link listing the gifts needed. As in 
the past you can purchase gift and 
return in person BUT for a contact 
free experience, you can have your 
online purchases sent directly to the 
organizations (shipping information 

in signup). For those who do not have access to a com-
puter and would like to participate, please call Elaine 
at 908.322.5192 Ext:141 to select a gift. This year your 
participation is critical in helping the many in need who 
have been affected by the pandemic to not lose hope. 
Gifts may be returned on Sunday mornings, 12/06 & 
12/13, the drop off is located at the convent garage. 
For gift cards only, the drop box is located outside the 
front entrance of the rectory.

Looking for something you can do at home to help out 
this season? We are looking to give Christmas Cards 
to the 250 Vets at Valley Brook. You can make them 
yourself (great project for the kids) or purchase and fill 
out! Either way, help us to put a smile this Christmas on 
our Vets faces! You can leave in the basket in front of 
the rectory when completed!

A very special thanks to all who donated to our fro-
zen Turkey and Bag It campaign! We were able to feed 
many for Thanksgiving by sharing our blessings!  Thank 
you for your help!

PANTRY NEWS

STUFF A STOCKING
We will be filling stockings to distribute to children in 
hospitals & shelters in need. If you did not get a stock-
ing and would like to participate, you may purchase 
your own stocking and contact Elaine for details on 
how to fill!  Help us to make Christmas a special day for 
all children!

CHRISTMAS CARDS FOR OUR VETS

Youth Group leaders have enjoyed sharing jour-
nal entries with our "Friday Friends", members 
of the Friday morning bible scripture group. 
During this unusual time, however, we have not 
been able to do that, or our annual pie bake. In 
an effort to keep connected to both traditions, 
the Youth Group compiled apple pie ingredients 
for some of our "Friends" to bake at home. The 
Leaders are working on their night to lead as we 
enter in to Advent. “Thankfulness is the begin-
ning of gratitude. Gratitude is the completion of 
thankfulness. Thankfulness may consist merely 
of words. Gratitude is shown in acts.” Henri 
Frederic Amiel, Swiss moral philosopher of the 
1800s. May we continue to share our thankful-
ness and show our gratitude for the blessings 
we have. Youth Group is always thankful for new 
members, so reach out to the Youth Minister and 
join us.

We thank the Seabra Family for 
their continued generosity in pro-
viding their delicious Portugeuse 
bread for our Thanksgiving Mass 
every year! 

THANK YOU

Troop 203 Wreath Sale
Boy Scout Troop 203 will be selling wreaths after Mass 
on Nov 29, Dec 4, and Dec 5. This year - due to CO-
VID - they are offering both pick-up AND delivery op-
tions. Please consider supporting our Troop and pre-
reserve a wreath today! Use the link below to reserve 
your wreath and choose your delivery option: https://
neartail.com/sm/sWhGTmPmJ Any questions please 
email stbartstroop203@gmail.com.
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A TIME TO HEAL
      PLEASE PRAY        FOR OUR SICK.

Edilberto Agaton Jr.  Elizabeth Barker  
Tami Eddy Maria Elbert
Palmiro Ferraro Emma Lara
Juliette Lewis Baby Olivia Mary 
Peter Morgan Paul Pettit 
Joseph Tufaro Kenneth & Maureen Vincent  

RECONCILIATION
The Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession) 

is celebrated every Saturday at 4pm.

Please Note:
For privacy reasons and HIPAA regulations, names may only 
be added by members of the immediate family after they
have received permission of the one who is ill or injured.

WEDDINGS

Archdiocesan policy requires that arrangements be made 
with a parish priest or deacon as soon as 

the engagement is announced.

In the event of serious illness or hospitalization, the rectory 
should be notified. Visits to the sick and shut-ins are made by 

the priests, deacons and ministers of the Eucharist. It is not 
necessary for someone to be “gravely ill” to receive the 

Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick.

Sacraments, Prayers, Special Intentions & Mass Intentions

Monday, November 30 
6:30am Debbie Wempa
 req. by the Montagna Family
8:30am Judith Ann Koziatek  
 req. by Donna Iasello
Tuesday, December 1
6:30am Frank Ditto   
 req. by the Caramico Family
8:30am Irene & William Kennedy 
 req. by Loving Family
Wednesday,  December 2
6:30am Rev. George F. Lauretti 
 req. by Gene & Yolanda   
 Schiller
8:30am Theodore Browne  
 req. by Bridget & Family
Thursday,  December 3
6:30am Dennis Surburg   
 req. by the Ponzio Family
8:30am Thomas Lausik   
 req. by Monk & Mari McDevitt
Friday,  December 4
6:30am Genaro Villareal   
req. by Dr. & Mrs. Ramon Lao
8:30am Dennis Sparano   
 req. by the Kobliska Family
Saturday,  December 5
8:30am Thomas Quigley   
 req. by wife, Kathleen
5:00pm Edward Minall 
 req. by his Loving Family
 George Hahn 
 req. by Connie & Joe Poutre
Sunday,  December 6
7:30am Karl Nollstadt
 req. by Gene & Yolanda Schiller
 Filippo DelNegro 
 req. by Emil & Ersilia DiFrancesco
 & Family
9:00amMichael Novello 
 req. by Maria, wife & Family
 Peter & Giovanna 
 Appezzato 
 req. by Loving Family 
10:30amGerald W. Murphy  
 req. by wife & Loving Family
 Patricia Glaydura
 req. by the Pecoraro Family
Noon Grace Thomas 
 req. by the Thomas Family   
 Charles O'Reilly  
 req. by the Egenton Family 

BAPTISMS

Baptisms are celebrated throughout the month on Saturdays 
and Sundays. First-time parents are required to attend a 

Baptismal Preparation Class, held the last Sunday of each 
month at 1:30pm. Registration in advance is required. 

Please call 908.322.5192.

Sunday, November 29
7:30am
Mary Walsh
req. by Bill & Maryann De-
gnan
Robert R. Roberts 
req. by Bob & Maureen 
LaCosta

Phillip DiBello Sr. 
req. by St. Bartholomew Choir
Maureen Mlynarczyk 
req. by the Egenton Family
Antionette Perrucci
req. by Peter & Marie DiNizo

9:00am

Judith Ann Koziatek  
req. by Janice & Jim Brody
Eugene DeCristoforo
req. by the Trimmer Family
Nicola DiFrancesco
req. by Josephine Iarussi

10:30am NOON
Lucille Peluso 
req. by the DelPrete Family   
Elmer "Sonny" Ciamillo  
req. by Patti Vignola
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If you are an individual, a couple or a 
family that is experiencing difficulties, 
there are counseling services avail-
able to you. All calls are confidential. 
Fees can be adjusted to one’s finan-
cial situation. Please note, that no one 
will be turned away for an inability 
to pay. Counselors available to you:

Barbara Stumm-Gray, Ed.S.  
p: 908.232.0893

Joseph Ochs, LPC  
p: 732.221.6673

Dina Brue, LCSW  
p: 646.643.5345

Laura Otchy, MS, Ed.S. LPC  
p: 973.580.5930

COUNSELING SERVICES
AVAILABLE

CONTACT US

Rectory/Parish Offices  
Phone: 908.322.5192   
Fax: 908.322.2598

Email: contact@stbartholomewchurch.org

Website: www.stbartholomewchurch.org

Academy Office  
Phone: 908.322.4265   

Fax: 908.322.7065
Email: admissions@stbacademy.org

Website: www.stbacademy.org

MASS AVAILABLE ON TV!
For the home bound Parishioner, tune 
in on Sundays at 10am to watch Mass. 
Comcast channel 34 or Verizon chan-
nel 22.

Paul Milan
PASTORAL ASSOCIATE for 

DIVINE LITURGY and SACRED MUSIC
pmilan@stbartholomewchurch.org    phone ext. 260

Patricia Krema
PASTORAL ASSOCIATE for 

DIVINE LITURGY and ADULT FAITH FORMATION 
pkrema@stbartholomewchurch.org    phone ext. 126

Elaine Coupe
DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY OUTREACH

ecoupe@stbartholomewchurch.org    phone ext. 141

Jennifer Ryan
DIRECTOR OF YOUTH MINISTRY

yg@stbartholomewchurch.org    phone ext. 155

Jennifer Mortarulo
DIRECTOR OF COMMUNICATIONS

jmortarulo@stbartholomewchurch.org    phone ext. 130
bulletin@stbartholomewchurch.org

Kathy Kobliska
OFFICE MANAGER

kkobliska@stbartholomewchurch.org    phone ext. 100

Cindy Pitonzo
BUSINESS MANAGER

cpitonzo@stbartholomewchurch.org    phone ext. 129

David Triano
FACILITIES MANAGER

Paulette Coronato
Joseph Dillon

PARISH TRUSTEES

FOLLOW, LIKE & SHARE
@stbartchurch

Connie Boruch
PASTORAL ASSOCIATE for 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION and FORMATION
religioused@stbartholomewchurch.org    phone ext. 235

 Rectory Phone: 908.322.5192 

Sandra Carroll
SAFE ENVIRONMENT DIRECTOR

pgc@stbartholomewchurch.org  phone ext. 135

Religious Education Office  
Phone: 908.322.2359   

E: religioused@stbartholomewchurch.org

Get inspiration, connection and info! 
Follow us on social media!

St. Bartholomew's has part-
nered with Amazon Smile. 
Please remember that while 
you shop consider using smile.
amazon.com. The Amazon 
Smile Foundation will donate 
0.5% of the price of eligible 
purchases to our church. It's no 
additional cost to you! Choose 
St. Bartholomew Church via 
this link: https://smile.ama-
zon.com and start shopping! 
Thank you for your support.

STARTING SEPTEMBER 8
Saturday & Sunday

9am to 2pm

Monday & Tuesday
9am to 7pm

Wednesday, Thursday &
Friday 

9am to 5pm

Rectory Hours

At this time, with Covid, the rectory is NOT 
open for any group meetings. Thank you

Stewardship of Treasure

November 15, 2020

Numbers not available at time of print.

@stbartholomew_church

We're planning now for 
Thanksgiving and Christmas, 
and like everything this year, 
the holidays will be anything 
but typical. Our ministries 
need your support today.
After the uncertainty, unem-
ployment and isolation caused 
by COVID-19, families in our 
community will be turning to 
St. Bartholomew the Apostle 
for help in astonishing num-
bers during the holiday sea-
son. Your generous online do-
nations now will help us plan 
and budget for ministries that 
will serve those in need over 
Thanksgiving and Christmas.
We prayerfully request that 
you consider signing up for 
eGiving from your computer, 
smartphone or tablet. You can 
set up a recurring donation or 
make a one-time gift.
Sign up today by visiting faith.
direct/NJ844, or text ‘Enroll’ 
to 908-324-5627.
Thank you for your continued 
support of our parish family.






