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Rev. John J. Paladino, K.H.S.    
PASTOR

Rev. David C. Santos
PAROCHIAL VICAR

Rev. Msgr. Donald E. Guenther
Rev. Michael A. Hanly

Deacon Robert Gurske
Deacon Donald Hessemer

908.322.5192  ext. 114 
frpaladino@stbartholomewchurch.org

908.322.5192  ext. 112
frsantos@stbartholomewchurch.org

2032 WESTFIELD AVENUE   SCOTCH PLAINS, NJ 07076   PHONE: 908.322.5192   WWW.STBARTHOLOMEWCHURCH.ORG

DECEMBER 27, 2020

Saturday
Confessions 4:00pm -  Fr. Santos
Mass 5:00pm - Fr. Paladino

Sunday 7:30am - Msgr. Guenther 
9:00am - Fr. Santos
10:30am - Fr. Paladino
NooN - Fr. Hanly

MASS
SCHEDULE
JANUARY 2 & 3

SUBJECT TO CHANGE
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Reflection by Father John Paladino

T

What are you reacting to? 
Ask yourself that question every moment of every day when your peace is disturbed.

he Holy Family helps to 
guide us and to give us strength.

Today is the Feast of the Holy Family. It is always celebrated on the 
first Sunday after Christmas, appropriately linking the Incarnation 
of Jesus to the human family who loved, protected, and taught him. 

Sometimes, when we think of the Holy Family, we imagine them as 
different from ourselves: holier and more spiritual. Well, that is cer-
tainly true. They were perfect in obedience and virtue, and fulfilled 
the biblical prescriptions for properly caring for and loving one an-
other in the sight of God, as explicated throughout our first reading 
and the psalm: God sets a father in honor over his children; a moth-
er’s authority he confirms over her sons. Whoever honors his father 
atones for sins, and preserves himself from them. When he prays, he 
is heard; he stores up riches who reveres his mother. And Blessed 
are those who fear the Lord and walk in his ways. 

So yes, the reality is that they were holy, but they were also fully human – which means that what they attained 
is possible for each one of us. Often, we try to make them more like us so we can “relate” to them, when really 
we are called to imitate them in their holiness. We are here, in Church, as a Church family, precisely because 
they were not ordinary! Rather than make Jesus, Mary, and Joseph more like us, we are given the command, 
opportunity, and grace to be more like them. 

They were committed to God and to one another, despite terrible hardships and circumstances. In Saints Jo-
seph and Mary, we not only have human saints who give us an example of how to live together in mutual love 
and concern while facing day-to-day demands and challenges, but we also have intercessors in prayer who 
can help us through difficult times. And, of course, in the Son – both fully human and fully divine – we have the 
example of perfect love who provides the Way to eternal life, and the Holy Spirit who remains in his place to 
assist us in all we do. 

In an address a few years ago on this feast day, Pope Francis said: Every nativity scene shows us Jesus togeth-
er with Our Lady and St. Joseph in the grotto of Bethlehem. God wanted to be born into a human family, he 
wanted to have a mother and father like us. Like us, today, Mary and Joseph felt sorrow, grief, fear, uncertainty, 
and unease. He continued, Jesus wanted to belong to a family that experienced these hardships, so that no one 
would ever feel excluded from the loving closeness of God (Angelus address, Dec. 29, 2013). 

The Gospel tells us, When they had fulfilled all the prescriptions of the law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, 
to their own town of Nazareth. The child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favor of God 
was upon him. The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph can help us, guide us, give us strength, and remind 
us that God has a plan for our lives. He asks us to conform our hearts and minds to him and what he wills for 
us. When  we do, the road may still be filled with difficulties, but we are able to meet them with trust and con-
fidence that God is an integral part of our family, helping us face whatever comes our way, that we, too, may 
become strong, filled with wisdom, and have the favor of God upon us.

Monday, Dec 28 to Thursday, Dec. 31:  9am - 12pm

Friday, Jan. 1, 2021:  Rectory Closed

Rectory Hours
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FOR MORE INFO CONTACT PAT KREMA
pkrema@stbartholomewchurch.org

ACADEMY  IN  ACTION

Tuition Angel Challenge
"Earn Your Wings"

CONTACT CONNIE BORUCH
religioused@stbartholomewchurch.org 908.322.2359

ACADEMY OFFICE

Maureen Doherty
DIRECTOR OF ADMISSIONS

admissions@stbacademy.org  908.322.4265 {press 3}

Kimberly Harrigan
ACADEMY PRINCIPAL

sbaprincipal@stbacademy.org  908.322.4265

Our parish has subscribed to Formed, an online Cath-
olic media resource featuring hundreds of family-
friendly videos, movies, e-books, bible studies, and 
more, created to support Catholic parishes and fami-
lies in learning more about their faith through engag-
ing online resources. Visit www.formed.org, click Sign 
In as a Parishioner, and type in St. Bartholomew the 
Apostle Parish to sign up and take advantage of this 
amazing free resource!

All of those at Religious Ed wish you and your fami-
lies the blessings of Christmas throughout the new 
year. “And the peace of God, which transcends 
all understanding, will guard your hearts and your 
minds in Christ Jesus!” ~Philippians 4:7
Grades 1-6 At Home Family Faith Formation A cen-
tral website serves as a hub for all things faith for-
mation! Lessons and videos to supplement the work-
books, along with a pool of resources to support 
families in living out our faith in everyday life are sent 
weekly.  Passing on the faith to our families and chil-
dren is not so much about memorizing concepts or 
passing a test. It's about a way of life!  Our program 
this year supports families not only in learning the 
faith, but also in living it!  If you are fully registered, 
please watch your email each Sunday for a  link to the 
weekly step-by-step instructions.
Confirmation Level 1 and Level 2 students are con-
tinuing their journey with an at-home virtual program 
led by Jan Pepino of Fiat Ministries.  Prayer & Wor-
ship, Adoration, custom made Fiat videos, and Zoom 
sessions with catechists will all be an exciting part of 
the Confirmation formation process.  Registered fam-
ilies, please watch your email for information includ-
ing links to the upcoming sessions.
Need to register or haven’t picked up your workbook 
for Gr 1-6 yet? Please reach out to: religioused@st-
bartholomewchurch.org

Sometimes we forget how blessed we are to provide 
a Catholic education for our children and grandchil-
dren. Sometimes we fail to see there may be other 
families who want the same but due to turbulent 
times and economic challenges, they are unable.  

For this reason the St. Bartholomew Academy Advi-
sory Board Tuition Angel Program is offering a unique 
challenge. A small group of Archangels has pledged 
to match dollar for dollar all donations up to a total 
sum of $50,000 from now until the end of Catholic 
Schools Week, February 5, 2021. They believe that 
no family or child who desires a Catholic education 
should be denied the opportunity, especially those 
within our own community.

How blessed we are to have a Middle States Accred-
ited academy offering the highest quality learning 
experience right here at St. Bartholomew. When our 
students leave SBA, they are well prepared for high 
school. They are prepared academically and spiritu-
ally. St. Bartholomew Academy does make a differ-
ence in a child’s life!

Do you have a child or grandchild who has benefited 
from a Catholic education? Do you know someone 
who has? Do you see the importance of an academic 
education that affirms the Catholic Faith in our chil-
dren, the future generation?  

Please consider participating in our challenge. Re-
member your donation will be matched dollar for dol-
lar by our Archangels. A gift of $100 becomes $200, 
$1,000 becomes $2,000.  

To earn your Angel Wings, please visit us at the SBA 
website for more information:  stbacademy.org

All donations are tax deductible.
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       Help us to Help Others Together We Can

FOR MORE INFO CONTACT ELAINE COUPE
ecoupe@stbartholomewchurch.org

FOR MORE INFO CONTACT JENNIFER RYAN
yg@stbartholomewchurch.org

Praise be Jesus Christ. We wish to announce that 
the following parishioners will be inducted as a 
Knight or Dame of St. Bartholomew Parish this 
coming 2021 year. Please join us in congratulat-
ing them for their outstanding service.

Sean McKenna
Kevin & Maria Moloney

Len Romano
Ted Schiller

Nicholas & Mary Schoendorf

Due to the unprecedented time we are expe-
riencing, the prayer service honoring the 2021 
recipients and cocktail reception will be an-
nounced at a later date. 

KNIGHTS & DAMES
2021 RECIPIENTS

A VERY SPECIAL THANKS &
WISHES FOR A NEW YEAR

I wanted to take the time to reflect on the past months 
that we have experienced COVID as a parish. Since 
March, when we needed to change the way we reach 
out to our community, you have truly stepped up as a 
parish community. The needs of the hungry became 
plentiful and you filled our pantry basket with enough 
food to feed not only our community but beyond to 
other communities. The seniors needed our care and 
you called them, delivered food to them and took them 
to appointments. When those that were experiencing 
their final days at hospice needed help, you sang to 
them, made cards and cooked for the staff. We saw 
that our frontline workers were weary and tired, so you 
put angels on their lawns and thanked them for their 
service. As we headed into the holidays, you made sure 
everyone had turkey and sides along with blessings.  
You flooded us with gifts for Christmas, stockings for 
children in the hospital and shelters and gift cards so 
that one could go to the store with dignity and pur-
chase their own gifts. You made close to 150 hats for 
NICU babies!  All of these things were done by you, our 
parish. You were truly the hands and heart of Jesus.  
We want to thank you from the bottom of our hearts 
for your generosity, your kindness, your care and for 
proving that while we cannot all gather, we are still a 
church community.  God Bless all of you and your fami-
lies. Happy New Year!  May 2021 come in with hope and 
blessings for better days. Thank you for making my job 
easy, I am blessed to serve beside you in His name.   
In Christ, Elaine

It is so heartwarming to see that even at the 
end of this very long year, our members want 
to do their part in helping others feel blessed. 
Our high school teens also know how import it 
is to laugh. Our Christmas skit competition had 
everybody laughing out loud. Scrooge, Three 
Kings, Jesus and of course Santa were all well 
represented, but, it was the representation of 
a Covid Santa's fake coughing fit that had the 
castmates running in laughter. Digitally, leaders 
and members met for a Christmas Trivia game 
and of course the Advent Series concluded just 
days before Christmas. We miss the teens we 
haven't seen in a while and we always welcome 
new faces. Learn more about what we do by 
reaching out to the Youth Minister. The Youth 
Group prays you all had a wonderful and healthy 
Christmas and offers prayers for a happy and 
very healthy 2021.

The Holy Name Society would like to thank the St. Bar-
tholomew parishioners for their overwhelmingly gen-
erosity in helping those in need during these challeng-
ing times. As a parish we were able to fulfill 450 gifts, 
approximately 2/3 of the total requests. We would like 
to thank the volunteers who collected and sorted the 
gifts, braving the cold weather and those volunteers 
who delivered them throughout Union, Somerset and 
Essex counties. Merry Christmas & Happy New Year to 
you and your families.

THE CHRISTMAS GIVING TREE IS A SUCCESS AGAIN
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A TIME TO HEAL
      PLEASE PRAY        FOR OUR SICK.

Edilberto Agaton Jr.  Elizabeth Barker  
Tami Eddy Maria Elbert
Palmiro Ferraro Emma Lara
Juliette Lewis Baby Olivia Mary 
Peter Morgan Paolo Patti
Paul Pettit Joseph Tufaro 
Kenneth & Maureen Vincent  

RECONCILIATION
The Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession) 

is celebrated every Saturday at 4pm.

Please Note:
For privacy reasons and HIPAA regulations, names may only 
be added by members of the immediate family after they
have received permission of the one who is ill or injured.

WEDDINGS
Archdiocesan policy requires that arrangements be made 

with a parish priest or deacon as soon as 
the engagement is announced.

In the event of serious illness or hospitalization, the rectory 
should be notified. Visits to the sick and shut-ins are made by 

the priests, deacons and ministers of the Eucharist. It is not 
necessary for someone to be “gravely ill” to receive the 

Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick.

Sacraments, Prayers, Special Intentions & Mass Intentions

WELCOMED HOME BY GOD

Our sympathy and prayers are extended to the family of
Josephine Cook

Dolores DeMarco

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord.

Sunday,  December 27
7:30am  Mauro DiNizo
 req. by Emil & Ersila DiFrancesco & Family
 Margaret Trigo 
 req. by Maureen & Bob LaCosta
9:00am Patricia Stafford 
 req. by Josie Wilkins
 Nick Novello 
 req. by Emil & Ersila DiFrancesco & Family
10:30am Melida Otero  
 req. by husband, Luis Otera
 Rudolph Boniface
 req. by Susan & Michael Buccola
Noon Carmella Haughom  
 req. by Anna Ruzek
 Anna Walch 
 req by the Kobliska Family  
Monday, December 28
6:30am People of the Parish
8:30am Michael Cirrito   
 req. by Mom & Dad
Tuesday, December 29
6:30am Mary Ellen Lieder "Living" 
 req. by Virginia Leone
8:30am Mary Ellen Lieder "Living" 
 req. by Virginia Leone
 Cecila Doyle  
 req. by Loving husband, Thomas
Wednesday,  December 30
6:30am Marie Nutney  
 req. by the Nobile Family
8:30am Edward Haggerty  
 req. by the Haggerty Family
Thursday,  December 31
6:30am Geraldine McMahon  
 req. by Mary Noone
8:30am Pablo Garcia   
 req. by Osvaldo & Olga Sandoval
5:00pm Rose Iarussi   
 req. by Guido & Barbra Passucci
 James Bardwil   
 req. by Donna Iasello
Friday,  January 1
10:00am Nicola Novello  
 req. by Vittorio & Rina Passucci
 Antimo Guardascione  
 req. by wife, Guiseppina
12:00pm Ray Craft
 req. by Ernie & Sue Hernandez
 Daniels & Skutnik Families 
 req. by MaryJo Skutnik
Saturday,  January 2
8:30am Fran Brewster   
 req. by Nancy Kennedy
5:00pm Dominick Marra 
 req. by nieces, MaryAnn & Barbara
 Anna Giorgio 
 req. by Dr. & Mrs. Nicholas Santoriello
Sunday,  January 3
7:30am  Marion Juelis
 req. by Larry & Linda Juelis
 Paul Pompa Jr.  
 req. by Lena Belovestea
9:00am Thomas J. Sharkey 
 req. by Gene & Yolanda Schiller
 Nicola "Nick" Novello 
 req. by wife, Lena & family
10:30am Mauro DiNizo  
 req. by John & Elaina DiFiore
 Carol Synnoff
 req. by Mr. & Mrs. Bennett LoBrace
Noon Albert Williams  
 req. by Janice & Jim Brody
 Margaret Trigo 
 req by the Lapolla Family

BAPTISM

Baptisms are celebrated throughout the month on Saturdays and Sundays. 
First-time parents are required to attend a Baptismal Preparation Class, held 
the last Sunday of each month at 1:30pm. Registration in advance is required. 

Please call 908.322.5192.
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If you are an individual, a couple or a 
family that is experiencing difficulties, 
there are counseling services avail-
able to you. All calls are confidential. 
Fees can be adjusted to one’s finan-
cial situation. Please note, that no one 
will be turned away for an inability 
to pay. Counselors available to you:

Barbara Stumm-Gray, Ed.S.  
p: 908.232.0893

Joseph Ochs, LPC  
p: 732.221.6673

Dina Brue, LCSW  
p: 646.643.5345

Laura Otchy, MS, Ed.S. LPC  
p: 973.580.5930

COUNSELING SERVICES
AVAILABLE

CONTACT US

Rectory/Parish Offices  
Phone: 908.322.5192   
Fax: 908.322.2598

Email: contact@stbartholomewchurch.org

Website: www.stbartholomewchurch.org

Academy Office  
Phone: 908.322.4265   

Fax: 908.322.7065
Email: admissions@stbacademy.org

Website: www.stbacademy.org

MASS AVAILABLE ON TV!
For the home bound Parishioner, tune 
in on Sundays at 10am to watch Mass. 
Comcast channel 34 or Verizon chan-
nel 22.

Paul Milan
PASTORAL ASSOCIATE for 

DIVINE LITURGY and SACRED MUSIC
pmilan@stbartholomewchurch.org    phone ext. 260

Patricia Krema
PASTORAL ASSOCIATE for 

DIVINE LITURGY and ADULT FAITH FORMATION 
pkrema@stbartholomewchurch.org    phone ext. 126

Elaine Coupe
DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY OUTREACH

ecoupe@stbartholomewchurch.org    phone ext. 141

Jennifer Ryan
DIRECTOR OF YOUTH MINISTRY

yg@stbartholomewchurch.org    phone ext. 155

Jennifer Mortarulo
DIRECTOR OF COMMUNICATIONS

jmortarulo@stbartholomewchurch.org    phone ext. 130
bulletin@stbartholomewchurch.org

Kathy Kobliska
OFFICE MANAGER

kkobliska@stbartholomewchurch.org    phone ext. 100

Cindy Pitonzo
BUSINESS MANAGER

cpitonzo@stbartholomewchurch.org    phone ext. 129

David Triano
FACILITIES MANAGER

Paulette Coronato
Joseph Dillon

PARISH TRUSTEES

FOLLOW, LIKE & SHARE
@stbartchurch

Connie Boruch
PASTORAL ASSOCIATE for 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION and FORMATION
religioused@stbartholomewchurch.org    phone ext. 235

 Rectory Phone: 908.322.5192 

Sandra Carroll
SAFE ENVIRONMENT DIRECTOR

pgc@stbartholomewchurch.org  phone ext. 135

Religious Education Office  
Phone: 908.322.2359   

E: religioused@stbartholomewchurch.org

Get inspiration, connection and info! 
Follow us on social media!

St. Bartholomew's has part-
nered with Amazon Smile. 
Please remember that while 
you shop consider using smile.
amazon.com. The Amazon 
Smile Foundation will donate 
0.5% of the price of eligible 
purchases to our church. It's no 
additional cost to you! Choose 
St. Bartholomew Church via 
this link: https://smile.ama-
zon.com and start shopping! 
Thank you for your support.

STARTING SEPTEMBER 8
Saturday & Sunday

9am to 2pm

Monday & Tuesday
9am to 7pm

Wednesday, Thursday &
Friday 

9am to 5pm

Rectory Hours

At this time, with Covid, the rectory is NOT 
open for any group meetings. Thank you

Stewardship of Treasure

December 20, 2020

@stbartholomew_church

We're planning now for 
Thanksgiving and Christmas, 
and like everything this year, 
the holidays will be anything 
but typical. Our ministries 
need your support today.
After the uncertainty, unem-
ployment and isolation caused 
by COVID-19, families in our 
community will be turning to 
St. Bartholomew the Apostle 
for help in astonishing num-
bers during the holiday sea-
son. Your generous online do-
nations now will help us plan 
and budget for ministries that 
will serve those in need over 
Thanksgiving and Christmas.
We prayerfully request that 
you consider signing up for 
eGiving from your computer, 
smartphone or tablet. You can 
set up a recurring donation or 
make a one-time gift.
Sign up today by visiting faith.
direct/NJ844, or text ‘Enroll’ 
to 908-324-5627.
Thank you for your continued 
support of our parish family.

Numbers not available at time of print.






