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Apostle, are brought together by Jesus, as we recognize 
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by using our time, talent and treasure for the benefit of all. 
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JANUARY 10, 2021

Saturday
Confessions 4:00pm -  Fr. Santos
Mass 5:00pm - Fr. Paladino

Sunday 7:30am - Fr. Paladino
9:00am - Msgr. Guenther
10:30am - Fr. Hanly
NooN - Fr. Santos

MASS
SCHEDULE

JANUARY 16 & 17
SUBJECT TO CHANGE
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Reflection by Father John Paladino

B

The best way to get things done is simply to begin. 

aptism cleanses and prepares us for life in Christ 
through the action of the Holy Spirit

Today in our Gospel reading, John the Baptist states in relation to Jesus: 
One mightier than I is coming after me. I am not worthy to stoop and loos-
en the thongs of his sandals. I have baptized you with water; he will baptize 
you with the Holy Spirit. This is the scriptural foundation of our Christian 
baptism.

John was a humble man. He knew that he was not the Messiah, but he 
also knew that he was called to prepare the way for him. He baptized the 
people in water, so that Jesus could fully baptize them with fire and the 
Holy Spirit.

The Church is born in baptism. In baptism, we are forgiven for all sins: origi-
nal (and actual in the case of an adult catechumen). We are adopted into 
the family of God, and given sanctifying grace to live and grow in holiness. 
We are marked as Christ’s own forever, and called to a life of holiness.  

The tremendous blessing of this sacrament includes its grafting of each one of us to Christ, and its outpouring 
of the Holy Spirit into us such that we are then disposed to receive additional graces and blessings throughout 
our lives. These graces assist us in our journey to our final goal – union with Christ in eternity. Baptism cleanses 
and prepares us for life in Christ through the action of the Holy Spirit. 

The calling and dignity given to us in baptism is not lost even if we turn away from the grace and blessings. 
This is why we never “re-baptize” someone who has fallen away and then returns to the Church. While baptism 
does not guarantee that a person will go to heaven after they die, it does mark them for Christ in a way that 
cannot be erased.

John prepared people with water baptism. Jesus gave them life and the Holy Spirit. Our baptism is the first 
step in our lives as People of God. We are cleansed and marked, so that we can be filled with the gifts and 
graces of the Holy Spirit and be used for God’s glory. It is the beginning of our journey with, and to, Christ. It 
is the foundation of the other sacraments we receive, and it is by this sacrament that we participate in the full 
life of the Church. Our goal is to be filled with the Holy Spirit. Only in baptism do we receive the grace that 
makes that journey possible.

PLEASE HELP TO CLOSE THE GAP!
We have budgeted $115,000 for Christmas collection and so far have 
received $88,000. It’s important for us to reach this amount to keep 
up with ordinary expenses and to continue the mission. If you are able, 
please help us close the gap.



Kids Corner
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Community Outreach, Youth Group, Religious Ed, Faith Formation, Upcoming Parish & Non Parish Meetings & Events
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       Help us to Help Others Together We Can

FOR MORE INFO CONTACT ELAINE COUPE
stbcommunityoutreach@stbartholomewchurch.org

FOR MORE INFO CONTACT JENNIFER RYAN
yg@stbartholomewchurch.org

Looking for Saint Bartholomew substitutes, grades 
Prek3-8. Must have 60 college credits or degree, will-
ing to take Protecting God's Children course, and 
be fingerprinted by the NJDOE. Long- term middle 
school substitute needed from January 12-February 
5, 2021. Please email the school principal, Ms. Harri-
gan at:  sbaprincip[al@stbacademy.org if interested.

ST. BARTHOLOMEW ACADEMY

A VERY SPECIAL THANK YOU
To the Skirde Family that organized the "Reverse Ad-
vent" donations and to everyone that participated.  
Your donations helped to fill our pantry!  

PANTRY NEWS
We continue to collect pantry items to help those in need 
in our area. The needs continue to rise but because of 
your genorosity, we are able to help feed many people in 
need. We are specifically in need of paper bags! Please 
drop off in the Pantry Basket in front of the rectory.   
JANUARY COLLECTION - HELP FOR THE HOMELESS 
Now that the holidays are over, we would like to collect
the following to distribute to the homeless - NEW 
socks, hats, gloves and scarves. You can drop in the 
Pantry Basket for the month of January. Let us help 
keep those on the streets warmer this winter. 

COMING SOON
We are working on a Lenten Project that we can do as a 
parish to help people in our community. More to come!!! 

JOIN THE E-BLAST
If you would like to get on the Community Outreach E-Blast 
for more information on what's happening - email Elaine at 
stbcommunityoutreach@stbartholomewchurch.org.   

Happy 2021! The New Year is finally here and 
the Youth Group is looking forward to new ac-
tivities, both on-line and in person when we are 
able. We will return to Sunday night gatherings 
January 10. We can't wait to see the faces of 
returning members, but also hoping to see new 
faces.  If you are a local high school student and 
are interested in joining us, please reach out 
to the Youth Minister. The best way to stay in-
formed in this rapidly changing environment is 
to get on our information stream so email soon.

HOME ALTARS
We want to thank everyone who sent in photos of their 
home altars. We know how difficult these times are and 
our effort to remain spiritually together could not be 
successful without your participation. Here are a few 
examples of the beautiful altars that were created.

CONTACT CONNIE BORUCH
religioused@stbartholomewchurch.org 908.322.2359

Grades 1-6 At Home Family Faith Formation A 
central website serves as a hub for all things faith 
formation! Lessons and videos to supplement the 
workbooks, along with a pool of resources to sup-
port families in living out our faith in everyday life 
are sent weekly.  Passing on the faith to our fami-
lies and children is not so much about memorizing 
concepts or passing a test. It's about a way of life!  
Our program this year supports families not only in 
learning the faith, but also in living it!  If you are fully 
registered, please watch your email each Sunday for 
a  link to the weekly step-by-step instructions. Con-
firmation Level 1 and Level 2 students are continu-
ing their journey with an at-home virtual program 
led by Jan Pepino of Fiat Ministries.  Prayer & Wor-
ship, Adoration, custom made Fiat videos, and Zoom 
sessions with catechists will all be an exciting part 
of the Confirmation formation process.  Registered 
families, please watch your email for information 
including links to the upcoming sessions.  Our next 
on-line class for Gr 8 will be held next week on Janu-
ary 10th. Need to register or haven’t picked up your 
workbook for Gr 1-6 yet?  Please reach out to: reli-
gioused@stbartholomewchurch.org.

NEW YOUNG ADULT FAITH SERIES
Calling all young adults ages 18-35! Looking for a 
way to dive back in to faith and fellowship? You are 
invited to join us for the Alpha Young Adult Series, 
a virtual small group program that creates a space 
for open conversations about life and faith. We are 
teaming up with the young adults at St. Helen's 
Catholic Church in Westfield to kick off the new year 
with this exciting and engaging series! We will meet 
in small groups via Zoom on Thursdays from 8-9pm 
starting January 21 through March 4. Contact Briana 
Quigley for more info at bquigley@stbartholomew-
church.org. Hope to see you there!
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A TIME TO HEAL
      PLEASE PRAY        FOR OUR SICK.

Edilberto Agaton Jr.  Elizabeth Barker  
Tami Eddy Maria Elbert
Palmiro Ferraro Emma Lara
Juliette Lewis Nadine Martinson
Baby Olivia Mary Peter Morgan 
Paolo Patti Paul Pettit 
Joseph Tufaro Maureen Vincent  

RECONCILIATION
The Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession) 

is celebrated every Saturday at 4pm.

Please Note:
For privacy reasons and HIPAA regulations, names may only 
be added by members of the immediate family after they
have received permission of the one who is ill or injured.

WEDDINGS
Archdiocesan policy requires that arrangements be made 

with a parish priest or deacon as soon as 
the engagement is announced.

In the event of serious illness or hospitalization, the rectory 
should be notified. Visits to the sick and shut-ins are made by 

the priests, deacons and ministers of the Eucharist. It is not 
necessary for someone to be “gravely ill” to receive the 

Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick.

Sacraments, Prayers, Special Intentions & Mass Intentions

WELCOMED HOME BY GOD

Our sympathy and prayers are extended to the family of
Rev William L. Gyure,  Rosemary Murphy, 

Doris Osowiecki,  Marguerite Riccardi, 
Joseph Sanguiliano,  Jesus "Jesse" Sapaden, 

Camille Sigona,  Rose Sigona
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord.

Sunday,  January 10
7:30am  William Kessinger
 req. by Linda & Larry Juelis
 Vito DeMattia  
 req. by Madeline & Carmine
9:00am Thomas Quigley 
 req. by wife, Kathleen
 Nicola "Nick" Novello 
 req. by Roberto & Laura Sorge
10:30am Mauro DiNizo  
 req. by Esther & Emil Mancini
 Mario DiFrancisco
 req. by Elena & John DiFiore
Noon Joseph Dougherty Jr.   
 req. by the Lapolla Family
 Sr. Mary DeBacco 
 req by sister, Elsa  
Monday, January 11
6:30am Andrew Batcho   
 req. by Thomas Otchy
8:30am Margaret Trigo   
 req. by Elsa Lamastra 
Tuesday, January 12
6:30am Marlene Linton   
 req. by Joe
8:30am John & Kay Mikesh  
 req. by Nancy Kennedy
Wednesday,  January 13
6:30am Donald Francis Daly
 req. by the Kiernan Family 
8:30am Maria & Adeline Ruggieri 
 req. by Nina Iarussi
Thursday,  January 14
6:30am Ken Vincent  
 req. by Sue Surbrug 
8:30am Esterina Novello   
 req. by Marylou & Stan Kaminski
Friday,  January 15
6:30am Jean Petruzzi  
 req. by Joe
8:30am Joseph DiGirolamo
 req. by the Pierson Family
Saturday,  January 16
8:30am Lucy DeFrancesco    
 req. by Loving Family
5:00pm Robert (Bobby) Farina 
 req. by his Loving wife, Mary
 Esterina Novello 
 req. by Guido & Barbra Passucci
Sunday,  January 17
7:30am  Joann Spera
 req. by Irene Bartels
 Leonard Romano  
 req. by Peter & Maria DiNizo
9:00am Peter & Lucy Caprarola 
 req. by Maria Novello & Family
 Nicola "Nick" Novello 
 req. by Dina & Nicola DiNizo
10:30am Mauro DiNizo  
 req. by Elena & John DiFiore
 Esterina Novello
 req. by Giovanni & Costanza 
 Passucci
Noon Annita G. Giordano   
 req. by Felicia & Michael Pappadio
 Maciej Mielczarek 
 req by Mom

BAPTISM
Baptisms are celebrated throughout the month on Saturdays and Sundays. 

First-time parents are required to attend a Baptismal Preparation Class, held 
the last Sunday of each month at 1:30pm. Registration in advance is required. 

Please call 908.322.5192.

Praise be Jesus Christ. We wish to announce that the fol-
lowing parishioners will be inducted as a Knight or Dame 
of St. Bartholomew Parish this coming 2021 year. Please 
join us in congratulating them for their outstanding ser-
vice.            Sean McKenna

Kevin & Maria Moloney
Len Romano
Ted Schiller

Nicholas & Mary Schoendorf
Due to the unprecedented time we are experiencing, the prayer service 
honoring the 2021 recipients and cocktail reception will be announced 

at a later date. 

KNIGHTS & DAMES 2021 RECIPIENTS
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If you are an individual, a couple or a 
family that is experiencing difficulties, 
there are counseling services avail-
able to you. All calls are confidential. 
Fees can be adjusted to one’s finan-
cial situation. Please note, that no one 
will be turned away for an inability 
to pay. Counselors available to you:

Barbara Stumm-Gray, Ed.S.  
p: 908.232.0893

Joseph Ochs, LPC  
p: 732.221.6673

Dina Brue, LCSW  
p: 646.643.5345

Laura Otchy, MS, Ed.S. LPC  
p: 973.580.5930

COUNSELING SERVICES
AVAILABLE

CONTACT US

Rectory/Parish Offices  
Phone: 908.322.5192   
Fax: 908.322.2598

Email: contact@stbartholomewchurch.org

Website: www.stbartholomewchurch.org

Academy Office  
Phone: 908.322.4265   

Fax: 908.322.7065
Email: admissions@stbacademy.org

Website: www.stbacademy.org

MASS AVAILABLE ON TV!
For the home bound Parishioner, tune 
in on Sundays at 10am to watch Mass. 
Comcast channel 34 or Verizon chan-
nel 22.

Paul Milan
PASTORAL ASSOCIATE for 

DIVINE LITURGY and SACRED MUSIC
pmilan@stbartholomewchurch.org    phone ext. 260

Patricia Krema
PASTORAL ASSOCIATE for 

DIVINE LITURGY and ADULT FAITH FORMATION 
pkrema@stbartholomewchurch.org    phone ext. 126

Elaine Coupe
DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY OUTREACH

stbcommunityoutreach@stbartholomewchurch.org    
phone ext. 141

Jennifer Ryan
DIRECTOR OF YOUTH MINISTRY

yg@stbartholomewchurch.org    phone ext. 155

Jennifer Mortarulo
DIRECTOR OF COMMUNICATIONS

jmortarulo@stbartholomewchurch.org    phone ext. 130
bulletin@stbartholomewchurch.org

Kathy Kobliska
OFFICE MANAGER

kkobliska@stbartholomewchurch.org    phone ext. 100

Cindy Pitonzo
BUSINESS MANAGER

cpitonzo@stbartholomewchurch.org    phone ext. 129

Dennis Weiss
INTERIM FACILITIES MANAGER

Paulette Coronato
Joseph Dillon

PARISH TRUSTEES

FOLLOW, LIKE & SHARE
@stbartchurch

Connie Boruch
PASTORAL ASSOCIATE for 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION and FORMATION
religioused@stbartholomewchurch.org    phone ext. 235

 Rectory Phone: 908.322.5192 

Sandra Carroll
SAFE ENVIRONMENT DIRECTOR

pgc@stbartholomewchurch.org  phone ext. 135

Religious Education Office  
Phone: 908.322.2359   

E: religioused@stbartholomewchurch.org

Get inspiration, connection and info! 
Follow us on social media!

St. Bartholomew's has part-
nered with Amazon Smile. 
Please remember that while 
you shop consider using smile.
amazon.com. The Amazon 
Smile Foundation will donate 
0.5% of the price of eligible 
purchases to our church. It's no 
additional cost to you! Choose 
St. Bartholomew Church via 
this link: https://smile.ama-
zon.com and start shopping! 
Thank you for your support.

Saturday & Sunday
9am to 2pm

Monday & Tuesday
9am to 7pm

Wednesday, Thursday &
Friday 

9am to 5pm

Rectory Hours

At this time, with Covid, the rectory is NOT 
open for any group meetings. Thank you

Stewardship of Treasure
January 3, 2021

@stbartholomew_church

We're planning now for 
Thanksgiving and Christmas, 
and like everything this year, 
the holidays will be anything 
but typical. Our ministries 
need your support today.
After the uncertainty, unem-
ployment and isolation caused 
by COVID-19, families in our 
community will be turning to 
St. Bartholomew the Apostle 
for help in astonishing num-
bers during the holiday sea-
son. Your generous online do-
nations now will help us plan 
and budget for ministries that 
will serve those in need over 
Thanksgiving and Christmas.
We prayerfully request that 
you consider signing up for 
eGiving from your computer, 
smartphone or tablet. You can 
set up a recurring donation or 
make a one-time gift.
Sign up today by visiting faith.
direct/NJ844, or text ‘Enroll’ 
to 908-324-5627.
Thank you for your continued 
support of our parish family.

Envelope Collection  $8,362
Faith Direct (on-line giving)$11,403

Total  $19,765

Baptism of the Lord
“And a voice came from 
the heavens, ‘You are my 
beloved Son; with you I am 
well pleased.’” - Mark 1:11
Through our baptism, we 
too, are daughters and 
sons of God. We are dis-
ciples of Jesus. As true 
disciples we are called 
to actively participate in 
our Catholic faith, not just 
be mere bystanders. This 
means working in collabo-
ration with the Holy Spirit 
and discerning how we 
are being asked to use our 
gifts. Using our gifts for 
the benefit of others and 
not just for our own inter-
ests and comfort.

Building Maintenance  $3,518

Christmas 2020  $92,821
Christmas 2019 $115,039

Deficit ($22,218)






