
We, the Roman Catholic Community of St. Bartholomew the 
Apostle, are brought together by Jesus, as we recognize 
His presence among us in Word, Sacrament and each other. 
Through the grace of the Holy Spirit and the intercession of 
the Blessed Mother, we accept Jesus’ invitation to be His disci-
ples by using our time, talent and treasure for the benefit of all. 

Rev. John J. Paladino, K.H.S.    
PASTOR

Rev. David C. Santos
PAROCHIAL VICAR

Rev. Msgr. Donald E. Guenther
Rev. Michael A. Hanly

Deacon Robert Gurske
Deacon Donald Hessemer

908.322.5192  ext. 114 
frpaladino@stbartholomewchurch.org

908.322.5192  ext. 112
frsantos@stbartholomewchurch.org

2032 WESTFIELD AVENUE   SCOTCH PLAINS, NJ 07076   PHONE: 908.322.5192   WWW.STBARTHOLOMEWCHURCH.ORG

FEBRUARY 7, 2021

Saturday
Confessions 4:00pm -  Fr. Santos
Mass 5:00pm - Fr. Paladino

Sunday 7:30am - Msgr. Guenther
9:00am - Fr. Paladino
10:30am - Fr. Santos
NooN - Fr. Hanly

MASS
SCHEDULE

FEBRUARY 13 & 14
SUBJECT TO CHANGE
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Reflection by Father John Paladino

In Christ we experience 
Hope & Healing

It is not very uplifting to hear Job’s expressions of 
despair? Life has become unbearable to Job. He de-
scribes life as drudgery and misery, without hope or 
happiness. He has lost his children, his wealth, and is 
stricken with boils from head to foot. Have we ever 
felt that we just can’t handle one more hardship in our 
life? Our circumstances may be different, but the feel-
ings are the same. Job gives expression to a universal 
human experience of grief and despair.

The despair of the first reading is contrasted with the 
hope of the Gospel. Simon’s mother-in-law is lying 
sick at home, unable to get up. Jesus grasps the hand 
of Simon’s mother-in-law, helps her up, and her fever 
leaves her. Outside her door, there is a whole town’s 
worth of people with various diseases, or who are 
possessed by demons, whom Jesus also cures.  Jesus 
brings hope to this despairing community. Then he goes on to preach and cure in other villages. As he pro-
claimed: For this purpose have I come. 

This is our hope: the hope of God’s people for the coming of the Kingdom. It is hope for the fulfillment of God’s 
promise to heal the broken-hearted and bind up their wounds. In Jesus we experience this fulfillment. Like 
Simon’s mother-in-law, we are able to get up and live again. She was able to get up and serve Jesus. So, too, 
others touched and cured by Jesus are able to get up and live again.  

Living in hope saves us from the misery, if not necessarily the tragedies, experienced by Job. Living in hope – 
having met Christ and received the Good News of the kingdom of God – allows us to live for the sake of the 
Gospel as we await Christ’s return, as Paul did.   

Like Job, we know despair; like Paul, we know hope.  Knowing both is a part of the human condition. Our call 
is to live by hope, to be a people of hope, and to – like Paul –share our hope freely with others.

"Dont' worry about those who talk behind your back. 
They're behind you for a reason." 

A LOOK AHEAD TOWARDS ASH WEDNESDAY
FEBRUARY 17

No registration required

Ashes will be distributed according to the following schedule:

Indoor Masses 6:30am & 8:30am

Outdoor Services 12:00pm & 4:00pm
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ACADEMY OFFICE

Maureen Doherty
DIRECTOR OF ADMISSIONS

admissions@stbacademy.org  908.322.4265 

Kimberly Harrigan
ACADEMY PRINCIPAL

sbaprincipal@stbacademy.org  908.322.4265

ACADEMY  IN  ACTION

FOR MORE INFO CONTACT PAT KREMA
pkrema@stbartholomewchurch.org

NEW YOUNG ADULT FAITH SERIES
Calling all young adults ages 18-35! Looking for a way to dive back 
in to faith and fellowship? You are invited to join us for the Alpha 
Young Adult Series, a virtual small group program that creates a 
space for open conversations about life and faith. We are teaming 
up with the young adults at St. Helen's Catholic Church in West-
field to kick off the new year with this exciting and engaging series! 
We will meet in small groups via Zoom on Thursdays from 8-9pm 
starting January 21 through March 4. Contact Briana Quigley for 
more info at bquigley@stbartholomewchurch.org. Hope to see 
you there!

Catholic Schools Week

Every January, Catholic Schools across 
America celebrate Catholic Schools 
Week. This year’s theme was “Catholic 
Schools: Faith, Excellence, Service”. De-
spite Covid-19 and a blizzard the Acad-
emy found ways to celebrate with Mass, 
our annual Open House, and other activi-
ties for students, families, parishioners, 
and members of the community. Through 
these events, the students and faculty 
were able to focus on the value Catholic 
education provides to young people and 
its contributions to our church, our com-
munities, and our nation.

Our Academy started the week on Sun-
day, with Fr. John Paladino presiding 
over the Noon mass. Students from the 
middle school also spoke at masses over 
the weekend, sharing their experience 
at the Academy and the impact it has 
had on them and their families. After the 
Noon Mass, the Academy hosted the an-
nual Open House. Due to Covid-19, the 
Open House was held by appointment 
only, but the individualized setting gave 
prospective parents a great opportunity 
to learn about the school and programs.

With in-person classes canceled the first 
few days of the week due to the snow, the 
students persevered and condensed the 
various charitable drives, service proj-
ects, and activities into two days. They 
collected food for the St. Bartholomew 
Food Pantry, raised money for the Tu-
ition Angel Program, created gratitude 
cards for the faculty and staff, had an art 
contest of national symbols, and a school 
wide bingo game. Fr. John and Fr. David 
had a virtual visit to the school on Thurs-
day to talk about vocations. The week 
ended with the return of First Friday 
Mass. Despite being a shortened week it 
was a great deal of fun and demonstrat-
ed that our Academy is a community of 
faith, excellence, and service.
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       Help us to Help Others Together We Can

FOR MORE INFO CONTACT ELAINE COUPE
stbcommunityoutreach@stbartholomewchurch.org

FOR MORE INFO CONTACT JENNIFER RYAN
yg@stbartholomewchurch.org

LOVE THY NEIGHBOR 
LENTEN PROJECT

What’s the plan? Do you know a family in your neigh-
borhood that has been adversely affected by COVID?      
Maybe this is someone who lost a job, has lost a fam-
ily member or even a front line worker that is working 
endless hours? We would like to send a little love and 
care to our neighbors in need that won’t ask for help.  
Here’s how it works. You nominate someone, give us a 
little information and we will  deliver a “We Care” pack-
age anonymously to their door during the 5 weeks of 
Lent. Remember, this is someone who could really use 
help during these difficult times. How to Nominate a 
Family: Send an Email to 
stbcommunityoutreach@stbartholomewchurch.org. 
Include an address, the family makeup # of Adults 13+ 
& # of Children under 13. Nominations due by Febru-
ary 14. How to Volunteer: Pick up a Bag and Donate a 
Bag, Pick up a special bag to fill on Sunday, February 
7 from 9 –11am in front of the rectory and return Sun-
day, February 21 from 9-11am in front of rectory. You 
can volunteer to give out and recieve bags or you can 
volunteer to deliver bags to those nominated! Sign up 
at volunteer genius https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/20F0B4AAAA729A6FC1-love.

DRIVE THRU STYLE!!! Febru-
ary 19, 5:30-7:30pm. Due to CO-
VID-19, we are asking all guest 
to pre-register & pay, for a time 
slot to pick up your dinner. This 
will help everyone stay socially 
distant. Please go to
https://membership.faithdirect.
net/eventsdetails/6113. 
Adults $15, Kids $10. Any Ques-

tions please reach out to Rich DeBonis richdebo-
nis@verizon.net or contact the Rectory.

13TH ANNUAL FISH FRY
PANTRY NEWS

Thank you for your generosity in helping us to feed 
those in need during these difficult times. For now, we 
need the following; Cereal, Shelf stable milk, oatmeal,  
pancake mix, syrup, fruit cups, granola bars, healthy 
snacks, tomato sauce, soups, rice, taco dinner kits, Mac 
and Cheese, Spaghetteos, Ramen Noodles and crack-
ers. Please hold off on pasta, beans and canned veg-
atables. Thank you!!

Grades 1-6 At Home Family Faith Formation A 
central website serves as a hub for all things faith 
formation! Lessons and videos to supplement the 
workbooks, along with a pool of resources to sup-
port families in living out our faith in everyday life 
are sent weekly.  Passing on the faith to our fami-
lies and children is not so much about memorizing 
concepts or passing a test. It's about a way of life!  
Our program this year supports families not only in 
learning the faith, but also in living it!  If you are fully 
registered, please watch your email each Sunday 
for a  link to the weekly step-by-step instructions. 
Confirmation Level 1 and Level 2 students are con-
tinuing their journey with an at-home virtual pro-
gram led by Jan Pepino of Fiat Ministries.  Prayer & 
Worship, Adoration, custom made Fiat videos, and 
Zoom sessions with catechists will all be an exciting 
part of the Confirmation formation process.  Regis-
tered families, please watch your email for informa-
tion including links to the upcoming sessions. Need 
to register or haven’t picked up your workbook for 
Gr 1-6 yet?  Please reach out to: religioused@stbar-
tholomewchurch.org

Staying indoors last Sunday was what we all did as 
the snowstorm began.  Many of our Youth Group 
took advantage of that time by joining our digital 
meeting. Discussions on sacraments and how to 
visit them during these unprecedented times pre-
ceded a game of trivia questions. Small group dis-
cussions were prompted by an inspirational speech 
about unity during this time and how to help each 
other by behaving as God teaches. During the week, 
many of our seniors got to gather with our alumni 
to discuss college and how they are managing in 
this covid world. The Youth Group will continue to 
meet almost weekly, in person when able. If you 
are a local high school student and are interested 
in joining us, please reach out to the Youth Minister.

PROTECTING GOD'S CHILDREN
St. Bartholomew's requires all volunteers and staff 
who work  with children in any capacity to take a 
Protecting God's Children class, have a current back-
ground check on file  and submit a volunteer appli-
cation. An in person Protecting God's Children ses-
sion will be offered at St. Bartholomew's:
(Participants must wear a mask and social distancing 
protocols will be observed) Tuesday, Februray 23 @ 
6pm in the Narthex. Preregistration is required for all 
Protecting Gods Children sessions. Please visit www.
virtus.org or see our Parish and Academy websites 
for more information on registering. If you have any 
questions please contact Sandra Carroll at PGC@
stbartholomewchurch.org or 908-322-5192 x135.

CONTACT CONNIE BORUCH
religioused@stbartholomewchurch.org 

908.322.2359
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A TIME TO HEAL
      PLEASE PRAY        FOR OUR SICK.

RECONCILIATION
The Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession) 

is celebrated every Saturday at 4pm.

WEDDINGS

Archdiocesan policy requires that arrangements be made 
with a parish priest or deacon as soon as 

the engagement is announced.

In the event of serious illness or hospitalization, the rectory 
should be notified. Visits to the sick and shut-ins are made by 

the priests, deacons and ministers of the Eucharist. It is not 
necessary for someone to be “gravely ill” to receive the 

Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick.

Sacraments, Prayers, Special Intentions & Mass Intentions

WELCOMED HOME BY GOD
Our sympathy and prayers are extended to the family of

Cowles Stewart
Eternal rest grant unto him, O Lord.

BAPTISMS

Baptisms are celebrated throughout the month on Saturdays and Sundays. 
First-time parents are required to attend a Baptismal Preparation Class, held 
the last Sunday of each month at 1:30pm. Registration in advance is required. 

Please call 908.322.5192.

Praise be Jesus Christ. We wish to announce that the fol-
lowing parishioners will be inducted as a Knight or Dame 
of St. Bartholomew Parish this coming 2021 year. Please 
join us in congratulating them for their outstanding ser-
vice.            Sean McKenna

Kevin & Maria Moloney
Len Romano
Ted Schiller

Nicholas & Mary Schoendorf
Due to the unprecedented time we are experiencing, the prayer service 
honoring the 2021 recipients and cocktail reception will be announced 

at a later date. 

KNIGHTS & DAMES 2021 RECIPIENTS
Sunday, February 7
7:30am  Mary Ann Bender
 req. by JoAnn & Jack Kovalcik 
 Joseph Bender  
 req. by JoAnn & Jack Kovalcik 
9:00am Nicola "Nick" Novello 
 req. by Maria Novello & Family
 Esterina Sanguiliano 
 req. by Mary & Romano DelRio &Family
10:30am Connor Sheehan  
 req. by the Ursino Family
 Filippo DelNegro
 req. by Paul & Evelyn Novello & Family
 Antonio Novello
 req. by Paul & Evelyn Novello & Family
Noon Elizabeth Anne Oliva  
 req. by Eileen Leso
 Zbighiew Mielczarek 
 req by wife, Ursala 
Monday, February 8
6:30am Robert Leone
 req. by the Leone Family  
8:30am Leonard Nichols   
 req. by Mathilda Blahosky 
Tuesday, February 9
6:30am Joseph Lawless
 req. by Kathleen Farrell
8:30am Vincent Padua  
 req. by the Tort Family
Wednesday, February 10
6:30am Joan Scheidle
 req. by Kathleen Farrell 
8:30am Veronica & Alfredo Palmieri
 req. by Nancy Kennedy
Thursday, February 11
6:30am James Goeshan  
 req. by Kathleen Farrell 
8:30am Rev. George Lauretti  
 req. by Elsa Lamastra
Friday, February 12
6:30am Nancy Carrozza
 req. by Pat & Nancy Tardi
8:30am Nicola Novello
 req. by Dina Marisi
Saturday, February 13
8:30am Sr. Claire Ouimet    
 req. by Elsa Lamastra
5:00pm David Matthew Shaffer 
 "1st Anniversary" req. by Paul & Kathy  
 Kobliska & Family  
 Edward Witkowski 
 req. by his Loving Family
Sunday, February 14
7:30am  Peggy & George Flood
 req. by Theresa & George Flood 
 Domenica & Filomena Novello  
 req. by Antonio & Gisella Appezzato 
9:00am Margaret Trigo 
 req. by Frank & Martha Marino
 Vincent Fantini 
 req. by Romano & Mary DelRoio & Family
10:30am Esterina Novello  
 req. by Giovanni Passucci Girls
 Anthony J. Della Ventura Jr.
 req. by Maria & Rocco DiFrancesco
Noon Maryann Kennedy  
 req. by Eva & Mike Campesi
 Maria Iarussi 
 req by Maria & Rocco DiFrancesco

Edilberto Agaton Jr.  Elizabeth Barker  
Rina Conti Kathleen "Kay" Duff 
Tami Eddy Palmiro Ferraro 
Emma Lara Juliette Lewis 
Nadine Martinson Peter Morgan 
 Paul Pettit Joseph Tufaro 
Maureen Vincent  

Please Note:
For privacy reasons and HIPAA regulations, names may only 
be added by members of the immediate family after they
have received permission of the one who is ill or injured.
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If you are an individual, a couple or a 
family that is experiencing difficulties, 
there are counseling services avail-
able to you. All calls are confidential. 
Fees can be adjusted to one’s finan-
cial situation. Please note, that no one 
will be turned away for an inability 
to pay. Counselors available to you:

Barbara Stumm-Gray, Ed.S.  
p: 908.232.0893

Joseph Ochs, LPC  
p: 732.221.6673

Dina Brue, LCSW  
p: 646.643.5345

Laura Otchy, MS, Ed.S. LPC  
p: 973.580.5930

COUNSELING SERVICES
AVAILABLE

CONTACT US

Rectory/Parish Offices  
Phone: 908.322.5192   
Fax: 908.322.2598

Email: contact@stbartholomewchurch.org

Website: www.stbartholomewchurch.org

Academy Office  
Phone: 908.322.4265   

Fax: 908.322.7065
Email: admissions@stbacademy.org

Website: www.stbacademy.org

MASS AVAILABLE ON TV!
For the home bound Parishioner, tune 
in on Sundays at 10am to watch Mass. 
Comcast channel 34 or Verizon chan-
nel 22.

FOLLOW, LIKE & SHARE
@stbartchurch

Religious Education Office  
Phone: 908.322.2359   

E: religioused@stbartholomewchurch.org

Get inspiration, connection and info! 
Follow us on social media!

St. Bartholomew's has part-
nered with Amazon Smile. 
Please remember that while 
you shop consider using smile.
amazon.com. The Amazon 
Smile Foundation will donate 
0.5% of the price of eligible 
purchases to our church. It's no 
additional cost to you! Choose 
St. Bartholomew Church via 
this link: https://smile.ama-
zon.com and start shopping! 
Thank you for your support.

Saturday & Sunday
9am to 2pm

Monday & Tuesday
9am to 7pm

Wednesday, Thursday &
Friday 

9am to 5pm

Rectory Hours

At this time, with Covid, the rectory is NOT 
open for any group meetings. Thank you

@stbartholomew_church “Rising very early before 
dawn, he left and went off to 
a deserted place, where he 
prayed…He told them, ‘Let 
us go on to the nearby vil-
lages that I may preach there 
also. For this purpose have I 
come.’"- Mark 1:35, 38 In to-
day’s Gospel reading we see 
a perfect example of steward-
ship.  Jesus gives His time to 
do all that God wishes - heal-
ing the sick and preaching.  
But before He begins, Jesus 
makes time to be alone with 
God in prayer. It is through 
prayer, spending time with 
God, that we find the strength 
to do what He wishes us to do.  
Be sure to find time every day 
to be with God.

This new year is filled with 
hope and promise – oppor-
tunities abound to grow our 
vital ministries, explore new 
ways to share the good news 
of Christ’s love, and reflect 
His care and mercy to those 
in need throughout the com-
munity. To continue to make 
a difference in 2021, St. Bar-
tholomew the Apostle is 
reaching out to our parishio-
ners. Begin the new year with 
eGiving to help sustain and 
build ministries throughout 
2021 that reflect the prom-
ise of God’s love. The need is 
great in our community, and 
your generous online gifts 
will help people all around us.  
We prayerfully request that 
you consider signing up for 
eGiving from your computer, 
smartphone or tablet. You can 
set up a recurring donation or 
make a one-time gift. Sign up 
today by visiting faith.direct/
NJ844, or text ‘Enroll’ to 908-
324-5627. Thank you for your 
continued support of our par-
ish family.

Stewardship of Treasure

January 31, 2021

Due to the snow storm numbers 
were unavailable at time of print.

PARISH OFFICE

Paul Milan
PASTORAL ASSOCIATE for 

DIVINE LITURGY and SACRED MUSIC
pmilan@stbartholomewchurch.org    phone ext. 260

Patricia Krema
PASTORAL ASSOCIATE for 

DIVINE LITURGY and ADULT FAITH FORMATION 
pkrema@stbartholomewchurch.org    phone ext. 126

Elaine Coupe
DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY OUTREACH

stbcommunityoutreach@stbartholomewchurch.org    
phone ext. 141

Jennifer Ryan
DIRECTOR OF YOUTH MINISTRY

yg@stbartholomewchurch.org    phone ext. 155

Jennifer Mortarulo
DIRECTOR OF COMMUNICATIONS

bulletin@stbartholomewchurch.org phone ext. 130

Kathy Kobliska
OFFICE MANAGER

kkobliska@stbartholomewchurch.org    phone ext. 100

Cindy Pitonzo
BUSINESS MANAGER

cpitonzo@stbartholomewchurch.org    phone ext. 129

Dennis Weiss
INTERIM FACILITIES MANAGER

Paulette Coronato
Joseph Dillon

PARISH TRUSTEES

Connie Boruch
PASTORAL ASSOCIATE for 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION and FORMATION
religioused@stbartholomewchurch.org    phone ext. 235

 Rectory Phone: 908.322.5192 

Sandra Carroll
SAFE ENVIRONMENT DIRECTOR

pgc@stbartholomewchurch.org  phone ext. 135

5th Sunday in 
Ordinary Time






