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FEBRUARY 14, 2021

Saturday
Confessions 4:00pm -  Fr. Paladino
Mass 5:00pm - Fr. Santos

Sunday 7:30am - Fr. Paladino
9:00am - Msgr. Guenther
10:30am - Fr. Hanly
NooN - Fr. Santos

MASS
SCHEDULE

FEBRUARY 20 & 21
SUBJECT TO CHANGE
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Reflection by Father John Paladino

Jesus wants to heal us of everything that 
causes separation or broken relationships.

"What you are comes to you." Emerson

A LOOK AHEAD TOWARDS ASH WEDNESDAY
FEBRUARY 17

No registration required

Ashes will be distributed according to the following schedule:

Indoor Masses 6:30am & 8:30am

Outdoor Services 12:00pm & 4:00pm

God created us because he wants to be in relationship with us. He does not 
have to love us. God wants to. The reason we exist is relationship. We were 
made for love. This is a kind of Good News that is not possible without the Di-
vine, for no other love for us is so pure, so unconditional, so freely given.

But, in spite of the perfection of this design, we are also broken by sin. Even 
though we are made for relationship, so many things separate us and limit the 
love for which we were created.

Our first reading reminds us that physical circumstances such as illness can 
separate us from one another. There are many other physical forms of separa-
tion, such as a job that takes a loved one far away, an emotional wound that 
demands physical distance as a response, and, of course, death itself.  

But spiritual separation also wounds us. Just as leprosy could be passed from 
one person to another, so also sin infects and hurts those around us. We can see how gossip or lack of integrity 
influences others. Selfishness or greed hurts those who are most vulnerable. The damage of sin is infectious, 
just as physical illness is contagious.

This is the brokenness into which Jesus enters with his mercy. If you wish, you can make me clean. The leper’s 
faith can lead us also to this confidence today. Jesus, the eternal Word of God, moved with pity, draws near to 
us! He reaches out to us, in a particular way through his sacramental presence at Mass, because he wants to 
heal every separation, whether it be physical, emotional, or spiritual. He does will to make us clean.  

What wounds can we bring to him today? What broken relationship, separation, or sin needs his healing pres-
ence?  This is why Christ invites you to himself, this is why he draws near and reaches out to us. I do will it, he 
tells us, be made clean.

2021 LENTEN REGULATIONS
1. The days of both Fast and Abstinence during Lent are Ash Wednesday and Good Friday. If possible, the fast 
on Good Friday is continued until the Easter Vigil (on Holy Saturday night) as the "paschal fast" to honor the 
suffering and death of the Lord Jesus, and to prepare ourselves to share more fully and to celebrate more 
readily His Resurrection. The other Fridays of Lent are days of Abstinence. 
2. On a day of Fast, only one (1) full meal is permitted, and two (2) smaller meals, which if added together, 
would not exceed the main meal in quantity. 
3. Those between the ages of 18 and 59 are obliged to fast. 
4. On a day of Abstinence, no meat may be eaten. Those who have reached the age of 14 are obliged by the 
law of abstinence. 
5. The obligation to observe the laws of Fast and Abstinence "substantially," or as a whole, is a serious obligation. 
6. The Fridays of the year, outside of Lent, are designated as days of penance, but each individual may substi-
tute for the traditional abstinence from meat some other practice of voluntary self-denial as penance. 
7. The time of fulfilling the Paschal Precept (Easter Duty) extends from the First Sunday of Lent, February 21 
to The Solemnity of the Most Holy Trinity, May 30, 2021.
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ACADEMY OFFICE

Maureen Doherty
DIRECTOR OF ADMISSIONS

admissions@stbacademy.org  908.322.4265 

Kimberly Harrigan
ACADEMY PRINCIPAL

sbaprincipal@stbacademy.org  908.322.4265

ACADEMY  IN  ACTION

FOR MORE INFO CONTACT PAT KREMA
pkrema@stbartholomewchurch.org

NEW YOUNG ADULT FAITH SERIES
Calling all young adults ages 18-35! Looking for a 
way to dive back in to faith and fellowship? You are 
invited to join us for the Alpha Young Adult Series, 
a virtual small group program that creates a space 
for open conversations about life and faith. We are 
teaming up with the young adults at St. Helen's 
Catholic Church in Westfield to kick off the new 
year with this exciting and engaging series! We will 
meet in small groups via Zoom on Thursdays from 
8-9pm starting January 21 through March 4. Con-
tact Briana Quigley for more info at bquigley@st-
bartholomewchurch.org. Hope to see you there!

LENTEN FAITH SERIES
Looking for a way to deepen your prayer life this 
Lent? Join us for “Journey with The Saint John’s 
Bible,” a virtual series on prayer through Scripture 
and art beginning Monday, February 22 at 7-8pm. 
We'll explore the Church’s tradition of reading 
Scripture and depicting it in art, explore several 
spectacular illuminations from The Saint John’s 
Bible—a hand-written, hand-illuminated Bible 
crafted in the 21st-century, and take a deep dive 
into the Scripture passages those illuminations 
depict. We'll learn how to pray with Scripture and 
art through guided experiences of lectio and vi-
sio divina and have the opportunity to grow in 
faith with one another! For more information or 
to sign up, contact Briana Quigley at bquigley@
stbartholomewchurch.org.

Grades 1-6 At Home Family Faith Formation A 
central website serves as a hub for all things faith 
formation! Lessons and videos to supplement the 
workbooks, along with a pool of resources to sup-
port families in living out our faith in everyday life 
are sent weekly.  Passing on the faith to our fami-
lies and children is not so much about memorizing 
concepts or passing a test. It's about a way of life!  
Our program this year supports families not only 
in learning the faith, but also in living it!  If you are 
fully registered, please watch your email each Sun-
day for a  link to the weekly step-by-step instruc-
tions. Confirmation Level 1 and Level 2 students 
are continuing their journey with an at-home vir-
tual program led by Jan Pepino of Fiat Ministries.  
Prayer & Worship, Adoration, custom made Fiat 
videos, and Zoom sessions with catechists will all 
be an exciting part of the Confirmation formation 
process.  Registered families, please watch your 
email for information including links to the upcom-
ing sessions. Need to register or haven’t picked up 
your workbook for Gr 1-6 yet?  Please reach out to: 
religioused@stbartholomewchurch.org

CONTACT CONNIE BORUCH
religioused@stbartholomewchurch.org 908.322.2359

FUN WITH MATH IN THIRD GRADE
Third grade is when students make the transition from the 
early childhood education program to grammar school.  
As their guide, Mrs. Maria Stetin, the Academy third grade 
teacher, leads and encourages them through various fun 
projects that develop educational skills, foster social de-
velopment, and build confidence. 
 
When you think of third grade math, multiplication always 
comes to mind. But a unit in geometry makes a welcome 
break from all the memorization. The third grade students 
recently pivoted from multiplication to geometry and line 
segments. A fun line segment project was a cross curricu-
lar one with science. The students learned about popular 
constellations in our solar system, created their own con-
stellation, and then wrote a story about it. The final proj-
ect in the geometry until was called “I See Geometry in…”. 
The students were asked to search for geometric shapes 
around their homes, school, and activities. Projects were 
quite varied, including finding geometry in ice skating, 
basketball, the kitchen, and dance. After identifying the 
various shapes and geometric terms, the students made 
posters and explained what they found with visual refer-
ences. Both projects were great ways to bring math alive, 
for the students to see the relevance math has in their ev-
eryday lives, and a way to refresh and get ready for more 
multiplication.

Congratulations to Academy 8th grader Manuela Ron-
cancio for being named the “Outstanding Catholic School 
Graduate” for the 2020-21 
school year!  This award is 
presented to one 8th grader 
from each Catholic elementary 
school in the Archdiocese of 
Newark. Manuela exemplifies 
Catholic values in word and 
deed and displays superior 
academic achievement here at 
the Academy. We are so proud 
of her and wish God’s bless-
ings! 
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       Help us to Help Others Together We Can

FOR MORE INFO CONTACT ELAINE COUPE
stbcommunityoutreach@stbartholomewchurch.org

FOR MORE INFO CONTACT JENNIFER RYAN
yg@stbartholomewchurch.org

DRIVE THRU STYLE!!! February 19, 
5:30-7:30pm. Due to COVID-19, we 
are asking all guest to pre-register 
& pay, for a time slot to pick up 
your dinner. This will help everyone 
stay socially distant. Please go to
https://membership.faithdirect.net/
eventsdetails/6113. 
Adults $15, Kids $10. Any Questions 
please reach out to Rich DeBonis 

richdebonis@verizon.net or contact the Rectory.

13TH ANNUAL FISH FRY

PROTECTING GOD'S CHILDREN
St. Bartholomew's requires all volunteers and staff 
who work  with children in any capacity to take a 
Protecting God's Children class, have a current back-
ground check on file  and submit a volunteer appli-
cation. An in person Protecting God's Children ses-
sion will be offered at St. Bartholomew's:
(Participants must wear a mask and social distancing 
protocols will be observed) Tuesday, Februray 23 @ 
6pm in the Narthex. Preregistration is required for all 
Protecting Gods Children sessions. Please visit www.
virtus.org or see our Parish and Academy websites 
for more information on registering. If you have any 
questions please contact Sandra Carroll at PGC@
stbartholomewchurch.org or 908-322-5192 x135.

MEN'S LENTEN 
PRAYER & REFLECTION

Hosted by Cornerstone - Saturday, February 27
All Men of the Parish are invited to join us for Mass, 
Reflection, Fellowship and Discussion. We are very 
excited to have our special guest speaker- Ex-
Heavyweight Contender, Gerry Cooney,  sharing 
his story: [God is Fighting For You - MankatoUPC]
Please join us in celebrating the 8:30 Mass Gerry will 
speak after Mass in the church. Due to Covid-19 pro-
tocols we must limit those attending in person and 
unfortunately we will not be serving breakfast. If you 
plan to attend in person then please register on the 
parish website via Eventbrite. Event is available via 
LIVESTREAM. Those attending 'virtually' will have 
the opportunity to share their comments and ques-
tions as well. Gerry will also be available afterward 
in the narthex to sign his latest book, "A Contender 
in the Ring, A Champion in Recovery." For more info, 
please contact  Brian Searls at 732-428-6535 or 
btsearls@gmail.com.

LOVE & LENT IN OUR COMMUNITY
HAPPY VALENTINE'S DAY

"Love Thy Neighbor" Lenten Project - We wanted to 
send our support and love to those that were greatly 
affected by COVID in our community. Is there a family 
you know of that is struggling? A family who might be 
having a hard time financially? A single parent who is 
finding it hard to manage work and homeschooling? 
If so, you can nominate them to recieve a "care pack-
age" each week for the 5 weeks of Lent. It is our way 
of showing, we care. You can nominate by sending an 
email to Elaine with the address and number of people 
in the household. This will be an anonymous process 
and the only thing the family will know is that someone 
cared enough to give in their address. Let us share the 
love this Lent and live out the very words Jesus taught 
us.....to love thy neighbor.

THE CHILDREN NEED OUR HELP
There is an urgent need to help food unstable children 
who are learning remotely with breakfast and snack 
bags. The breakfast items we are looking for are cereal, 
shelf stable milk, oatmeal, breakfast bars, fruit cups and 
orange juice bottles. For the snack bags we are looking 
for single serving cookies, pretzels, popcorn, granola 
bars, pudding cups, fruit snacks and any healthy snacks 
that are shelf stable. We will be collecting these items 
throughout Lent. If you would like to do a project and 
make “breakfast or snack” bags, please contact Elaine. 
Please drop off in the Pantry Basket in front of the rec-
tory. Let us come together and help our children.

During the gathering with our alumni, many of 
them shared the role prayer plays in their life; 
how it has changed during this pandemic, how 
it has changed while away at college, how it 
has evolved. Congruent with some of our Youth 
Group conversations, the alumni stressed that 
prayer could take many forms. Formal prayer 
may include scripture readings followed by con-
templation. A person could also choose to recite 
or read a common prayer. There are others who 
may have a conversation, not unlike a conversa-
tion with a good friend, while others just sit in 
silence. For each individual, it may be very dif-
ferent, but it is prayer. A game of charades, with 
unusual rules added, helped to enhance the idea 
that it is all prayer if it is communication is with 
God. Prayer is the final topic of our week’s long 
preparation for Lent.“Lord, teach us to pray…” 
Luke 11:1. 
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A TIME TO HEAL
      PLEASE PRAY        FOR OUR SICK.

RECONCILIATION
The Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession) 

is celebrated every Saturday at 4pm.

WEDDINGS

Archdiocesan policy requires that arrangements be made 
with a parish priest or deacon as soon as 

the engagement is announced.

In the event of serious illness or hospitalization, the rectory 
should be notified. Visits to the sick and shut-ins are made by 

the priests, deacons and ministers of the Eucharist. It is not 
necessary for someone to be “gravely ill” to receive the 

Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick.

Sacraments, Prayers, Special Intentions & Mass Intentions

WELCOMED HOME BY GOD

Our sympathy and prayers are extended to the family of
Joseph Kovalcik

Eternal rest grant unto him, O Lord.

BAPTISMS

Baptisms are celebrated throughout the month on Saturdays and Sundays. 
First-time parents are required to attend a Baptismal Preparation Class, held 
the last Sunday of each month at 1:30pm. Registration in advance is required. 

Please call 908.322.5192.

Sunday, February 14
7:30am  Peggy & George Flood
 req. by Theresa & George Flood 
 Domenica & Filomena Novello  
 req. by Antonio & Gisella 
 Appezzato 
9:00am Margaret Trigo 
 req. by Frank & Martha Marino
 Vincent Fantini 
 req. by Romano & Mary 
 DelRoio & Family
10:30am Esterina Novello  
 req. by Giovanni Passucci Girls
 Anthony J. Della Ventura Jr.
 req. by Maria & Rocco DiFrancesco
Noon Maryann Kennedy  
 req. by Eva & Mike Campesi
 Maria Iarussi 
 req by Maria & Rocco DiFrancesco 
Monday, February 15 President's Day  
8:30am Michelina Gatto   
 req. by Linda, John, Zac & 
 Elizabeth 
Tuesday, February 16
6:30am Henry West
 req. by Carla Kelly
8:30am Sr. Claire Ouimet  
 req. by Tillie Blahosky
Wednesday, February 17
ASH WEDNESDAY
6:30am Joseph Kovalcik
 req. by JoAnn & Jack Kovalcik
 Patrick Henry
 req. by the Guarnuccio Family 
8:30am Connie Cummings
 req. by Lisa & Brett Cummings
 Theresa Ginesi
 req. by Loving Family
Thursday, February 18
6:30am Geralyn Crawford  
 req. by SBA Faculty & Staff 
8:30am Paul Pompa   
 req. by Jim Robb
Friday, February 19
6:30am People of the Parish
8:30am Leonard Romano
 req. by Joe & Sandra Carroll
Saturday, February 20
8:30am Nancy Malinowski    
 req. by Glenn & Kathy Miklencic
5:00pm Rick Holt 
 req. by Gene & Yolanda Schiller 
 Jeanette DiQuollo 
 req. by Gene & Yolanda Schiller
Sunday, February 21
7:30am  Vito DeMattia
 req. by Camille, Nick & Family 
 Geraldine McMahon  
 req. by the Pierson Family
9:00am Victor Vecchione 
 req. by Vickie Steinbeck
 Nice Novello 
 req. by Maria Novello & Family
10:30am Tony Della Ventura  
 req. by Peter & Maria DiNizo
 Kenneth Hochman
 req. by his Loving Family
Noon Joseph Lauricella  
 req. by Fr. Mike
 Joseph Lauricella 
 req by Loving Family

Edilberto Agaton Jr.  Elizabeth Barker  
Rina Conti Kathleen "Kay" Duff 
Tami Eddy Palmiro Ferraro 
Emma Lara Juliette Lewis 
Nadine Martinson Peter Morgan 
 Paul Pettit Joseph Tufaro 
Maureen Vincent  

Please Note:
For privacy reasons and HIPAA regulations, names may only 
be added by members of the immediate family after they
have received permission of the one who is ill or injured.
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If you are an individual, a couple or a 
family that is experiencing difficulties, 
there are counseling services avail-
able to you. All calls are confidential. 
Fees can be adjusted to one’s finan-
cial situation. Please note, that no one 
will be turned away for an inability 
to pay. Counselors available to you:

Barbara Stumm-Gray, Ed.S.  
p: 908.232.0893

Joseph Ochs, LPC  
p: 732.221.6673

Dina Brue, LCSW  
p: 646.643.5345

Laura Otchy, MS, Ed.S. LPC  
p: 973.580.5930

COUNSELING SERVICES
AVAILABLE

CONTACT US

Rectory/Parish Offices  
Phone: 908.322.5192   
Fax: 908.322.2598

Email: contact@stbartholomewchurch.org

Website: www.stbartholomewchurch.org

Academy Office  
Phone: 908.322.4265   

Fax: 908.322.7065
Email: admissions@stbacademy.org

Website: www.stbacademy.org

MASS AVAILABLE ON TV!
For the home bound Parishioner, tune 
in on Sundays at 10am to watch Mass. 
Comcast channel 34 or Verizon chan-
nel 22.

FOLLOW, LIKE & SHARE
@stbartchurch

Religious Education Office  
Phone: 908.322.2359   

E: religioused@stbartholomewchurch.org

Get inspiration, connection and info! 
Follow us on social media!

St. Bartholomew's has part-
nered with Amazon Smile. 
Please remember that while 
you shop consider using smile.
amazon.com. The Amazon 
Smile Foundation will donate 
0.5% of the price of eligible 
purchases to our church. It's no 
additional cost to you! Choose 
St. Bartholomew Church via 
this link: https://smile.ama-
zon.com and start shopping! 
Thank you for your support.

Saturday & Sunday
9am to 2pm

Monday & Tuesday
9am to 7pm

Wednesday, Thursday &
Friday 

9am to 5pm

Rectory Hours

At this time, with Covid, the rectory is NOT 
open for any group meetings. Thank you

@stbartholomew_church “Brothers and sisters, 
whether you eat or drink, 
or whatever you do, do 
everything for the glory of 
God.” - 1 Corinthians 10:31
Do a quick check of your 
priorities.  Where does God 
rank in that list?  If He’s not 
first, you have some work 
to do.  Putting God first in 
everything helps us from 
putting other “gods” (like 
our pride, ego, money and 
possessions) before God.  
Before making a decision, 
ask yourself, “Am I doing 
this for the glory of God or 
for the glory of me?”

Stewardship of Treasure

February 7, 2021

PARISH OFFICE

Paul Milan
PASTORAL ASSOCIATE for 

DIVINE LITURGY and SACRED MUSIC
pmilan@stbartholomewchurch.org    phone ext. 260

Patricia Krema
PASTORAL ASSOCIATE for 

DIVINE LITURGY and ADULT FAITH FORMATION 
pkrema@stbartholomewchurch.org    phone ext. 126

Elaine Coupe
DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY OUTREACH

stbcommunityoutreach@stbartholomewchurch.org    
phone ext. 141

Jennifer Ryan
DIRECTOR OF YOUTH MINISTRY

yg@stbartholomewchurch.org    phone ext. 155

Jennifer Mortarulo
DIRECTOR OF COMMUNICATIONS

bulletin@stbartholomewchurch.org phone ext. 130

Kathy Kobliska
OFFICE MANAGER

kkobliska@stbartholomewchurch.org    phone ext. 100

Cindy Pitonzo
BUSINESS MANAGER

cpitonzo@stbartholomewchurch.org    phone ext. 129

Dennis Weiss
INTERIM FACILITIES MANAGER

Paulette Coronato
Joseph Dillon

PARISH TRUSTEES

Connie Boruch
PASTORAL ASSOCIATE for 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION and FORMATION
religioused@stbartholomewchurch.org    phone ext. 235

 Rectory Phone: 908.322.5192 

Sandra Carroll
SAFE ENVIRONMENT DIRECTOR

pgc@stbartholomewchurch.org  phone ext. 135

6th Sunday in 
Ordinary Time

This time last year the full 
scope and inherent dangers 
of COVID-19 were becoming 
clear. Our world was brought 
to a standstill, but our parish 
ministries continued because 
so many people needed our 
help. Recurring gifts helped 
sustain our parish in unprec-
edented times and continue 
to be a vital source of sup-
port for ministries that are 
a lifeline to those in need in 
our community. To continue 
to make a difference in 2021, 
St. Bartholomew the Apostle 
is reaching out to our parish-
ioners. The more people use 
eGiving, the stronger founda-
tion we will have for minis-
tries that bring hope in times 
of uncertainty. We prayerfully 
request you consider sign-
ing up for eGiving from your 
computer, smartphone, or 
tablet. You can set up a recur-
ring donation or make a one-
time gift. Sign up today by 
visiting faith.direct/NJ844, or 
text ‘Enroll’ to 908-324-5627.
Thank you for your continued 
support of our parish family.

Envelope Collection  $6,995
Faith Direct (on-line giving) $12,585

Total  $19,580

Building Maintenance  $4,270






