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Saturday
Confessions 4:00pm - Fr. Paladino
Mass 5:00pm - Fr. Santos

Sunday
7:30am - Fr. Paladino
9:00am - Fr. Hanly
10:30am - Msgr. Guenther
NooN - Fr. Santos

MARCH 20 & 21
SUBJECT TO CHANGE

Presented by 
Fr. John Paladino & Fr. David Santos

MARCH 22-24

We, the Roman Catholic Communi-
ty of St. Bartholomew the Apostle, 
are brought together by Jesus, as 
we recognize His presence among 
us in Word, Sacrament and each 
other. Through the grace of the 
Holy Spirit and the intercession of 
the Blessed Mother, we accept 
Jesus’ invitation to be His dis-
ciples by using our time, talent 
and treasure for the benefit of all. 

Mass Schedule

See inside for more details
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Reflection by Father John Paladino

Jesus Christ, as the light of the world, saves 
us from the darkness of sin and death.

All the darkness in the world cannot 
extinguish the light of a single candle.
- St. Francis of Assisi

The 2021 Annual Appeal is well under-
way. We have $64,418 already pledged. 
This is approximately 55.5% of our goal 
of $117,030. The outpouring of support 
from many parishioners like you helps 
sustain the important ministries across 
the Archdiocese of Newark. If you have 
yet to give, please pick up a pledge form 
at the back of the church or visit www.
rcan.org/sharing. Thank you for your 
prayers and support. 

LENTEN SCHEDULE
WEEKDAY MASS SCHEDULE

6:30am, 8:30am & Saturday 8:30am only
WEEKEND MASS SCHEDULE

Sat 5pm (also LIVESTREAM), Sunday 7:30am, 9am (also 
LIVESTREAM), 10:30am & Noon

STATIONS OF THE CROSS
Wednesdays 9am & Fridays 7pm (also LIVESTREAM)

PRAISE & WORSHIP HOLY HOUR
Saturdays 3pm

Join us from 3-4pm for Eucharistic Adoration 
accompanied by live worship music. 

Confessions will be offered throughout the hour 
(also LIVESTREAM)

CONFESSIONS
Every Saturday from 3-4pm

In the Star Wars movie “The Empire Strikes Back,” the young Luke Skywalker asks the Jedi Master, Yoda, if the 
dark side of the Force is stronger than the light, and Yoda answers, “No, no, no.  Quicker.  Easier.  More seduc-
tive.”  

Quicker, easier, more seductive. Isn’t this the inherent challenge of the Christian life, struggling against the al-
lure of the quicker, easier path. Today’s first reading draws attention to this desire: Early and often, it says, did 
the Lord, the God of their fathers, send his messengers to [his people], but they rejected them. Why? Because 
to accept the message would mean to change, to grow, to face their own wickedness. The people preferred 
the quicker path, the easier path. They chose their ways over God’s ways.  

In John’s Gospel, Nicodemus has come to Jesus to ask him about the signs he is doing. What we do not hear 
today, but what John writes a few verses prior to this, is the time of Nicodemus’ visit to Jesus. He did not come 
in the daytime, when anyone could see him. He came at night, under the cover of darkness. He could not step 
fully into the light, because he had not yet chosen God’s way over that of his own religious cohorts.

Jesus says to Nicodemus: This is the verdict, that the light came into the world, but people preferred darkness 
to light, because their works were evil. The people preferred their way; they preferred darkness to light; and 
their behaviors and works were evil. Quicker. Easier. More seductive.

Evil thrives in darkness. Everyone who does wicked things hates the light, because light exposes those deeds. 
But shadows and darkness make everything unclear and hard to navigate, and God’s people were never going 
to find their way back to God without help. And so God sent his only Son into the world – as the light of the 
world – not to condemn it but to save it. For only light can lead us to truth; only light can show us a path to 
follow; only light can dispel darkness.

In the quote above, Yoda did not say the darkness was stronger, only that it had more allure. This is analogous 
to the Christian life. All of us are familiar with the temptation and allure of sin. But Jesus Christ as the light of 
the world saves us from the darkness of sin and death. Freedom comes in knowing that the light is stronger; 
the yoke is lighter. The saving power of God brings love and mercy, healing and salvation, to the world. 



Parish Events
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RADICAL LOVE:
OUR PARISH MISSION

DAY 1 - MONDAY, MARCH 22
The Golden Calf Effect

God's radical gift of love and
claiming Him as our God

DAY 2 - TUESDAY, MARCH 23
Power Source: The Holy Spirit

A reminder of who we are, casting out 
our fear, individual responsibility

DAY 3 - WEDNESDAY, MARCH 24
"Do this in Remembrance of Me" 

A Call to Action!
Courage to share your gifts

Registration to attend at the Church begins Monday, 
March 15 on the parish website. LIVESTREAM on 

our website and Facebook will be available.

PRAISE & WORSHIP HOLY HOUR  
Come enjoy an hour of peace, prayer and 
restoration with the Lord! Every Saturday 
during Lent, Eucharistic Adoration will 
be celebrated in the Church from 3-4pm, 
accompanied by live praise and worship 
music as well as silent time for prayer. 
Confessions will be offered throughout the 
hour. Whether you come for 10 minutes, 30 
minutes, or the full hour, God is here with 
grace and peace for you.

Holy Week & Easter Schedule

7:30 - 8:30pm EACH NIGHT
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       Help us to Help Others Together We Can

FOR MORE INFO CONTACT ELAINE COUPE
stbcommunityoutreach@stbartholomewchurch.org

FOR MORE INFO CONTACT JENNIFER RYAN
yg@stbartholomewchurch.org

Week 3 of the "Love Thy Neighbor" Lenten project 
and it has been truly inspiring! This week, our 
driving volunteers delivered the "care bags" filled 
with toiletries!  We partnered with Black Drop 
Coffee and Stage House to give an extra surprise 
to our families. Together, we shared the love!  If 
you are signed up to deliver next week, be sure to 
check your email for directions. We have collected 
hundreds and hundreds of breakfast bags and snack 
bags for the children of Plainfield. The response 
has been overwhelming! Keep them coming so 
we can continue to provide support for the kids!   
The Cleaning Buckets for our Vets at Valleybrook 
are amazing! With care and love we sent along a 
truckload of buckets to let our Vets know we care!  

Together, we continue to spread love and support 
to those in need this Lent. Keep up the good work!

It is that time of year again, Lent, but for the 
little ones of our parish, that means the Easter 
Bunny is coming.  Though we are still a couple of 
weeks away, the YG began to prepare the eggs 
for the Parish Life Easter Egg “Hunt” in a bag. 
That is always a fun annual event. Our meeting 
started however, with conversation. Prior to the 
pandemic our teenagers were feeling stressed 
and anxious. For many, our global situation of 
covid has only magnified those feelings. Together 
the group shared things “weighing” on them and 
loved ones. Together, through the eyes of our 
faith, their concerns were heard, supported and 
peer guidance was offered. If you want to join 
the conversation or just help fill the bags, please 
reach out to the Youth Minister to get the most 
accurate meeting information.

EASTER EGG HUNT
Parish Life invites kids under 10 to join the Easter 
Egg “Hunt” in a Bag. Easter Egg Hunt in Bag 
includes: Eggs and directions for hosting an Easter 
Egg hunt! (PLUS – A prize to those that get 1 of the 
3 special eggs in their bags…If you get a special 
egg please contact email below after March 28.) 
Please register for this event by sending an email to: 
stbartsparishlife@comcast.net by March 21. Join us 
on Palm Sunday– 9-11am on March 28 (Rain or Shine 
in front of the Rectory!) take a picture with the Easter 
Bunny! Any questions please email above address or 
call 908 322-5192.

ACADEMY  IN  ACTION

EIGHTH GRADE WRITING
The ability to communicate effectively through writing 
is critical even in this digital age. Mrs. Schoendorf, the 
Academy’s middle school English teacher, works closely 
with our students in grades 5-8 to ensure they are 
proficient in writing prior to moving on to high school. 
Her writing projects spark the students’ imagination as 
they refine their writing skills.

Fifth and Sixth grade recently completed a descriptive 
writing assignment during the remote learning snow 
days. The students drew a snow globe picture based 
on what they saw out of their window and then 
wrote a descriptive paragraph using the elements of 
descriptive writing. It was fun way to take advantage of 
remote learning as the scenes from each window were 
so different. The fifth grade students next assignment 
will be a poem to celebrate Pi Day on March 14. Sixth 
grade will be working on more descriptive writing as 
they start a project that will follow up on their Literature 
Class reading of “All Summer in a Day”.

Seventh and Eighth grade recently completed book 
reports. The Eighth grade report had an interesting 
twist. The students were challenged to create a 
scrapbook book report, complete with a character 
sketch of the main character, a souvenir page, a diary 
entry of a minor character and an explanation of a 
selected quote. Next, Seventh grade is looking forward 
to working on a portrait of an Apostle, and Eighth 
grade will be shifting to work with figurative language 
as they follow up on the “Tell-Tale Heart,” which they 
recently read in Literature Class. 

All four grades are also refining thier essay writing 
skills. Fifth grade has learned how to structure a three-
paragraph essay. Sixth grade is building on the skills 
learned in Fifth grade and is writing a four-paragraph 
essay. Seventh and Eighth grades are learning how to 
structure a five-paragraph essay. Essay writing skills 
are an imperative for success in high school English 
and History classes. Practicing these skills over several 
years will build confidence for high school. 

COMMUNITY OUTREACH

The Scholarship Fund for Inner-City Children is inviting 
all families who are considering enrolling their children 
in a Catholic school within the Archdiocese to apply 
for a partial tuition grant. The application is online at 
sficnj.org. Go to the Parent/Student portal and follow 
the instructions. Eligibility and income requirements 
are located on the website. You have until April 30, 
2021 to apply and complete the application. Call SFIC 
at 973-497-4283 if you have any questions. Thank you.

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS 
SCHOLARSHIP FUND
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A TIME TO HEAL
      PLEASE PRAY        FOR OUR SICK.

RECONCILIATION
The Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession) 

is celebrated every Saturday at 4pm.

WEDDINGS

Archdiocesan policy requires that arrangements be made 
with a parish priest or deacon as soon as 

the engagement is announced.

In the event of serious illness or hospitalization, the rectory 
should be notified. Visits to the sick and shut-ins are made by 

the priests, deacons and ministers of the Eucharist. It is not 
necessary for someone to be “gravely ill” to receive the 

Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick.

Sacraments, Prayers, Special Intentions & Mass Intentions

WELCOMED HOME BY GOD

Our sympathy and prayers are extended to the family of
Pamela Delnero
Filomena Vespa

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord.

BAPTISMS

Baptisms are celebrated throughout the month on Saturdays and Sundays. 
First-time parents are required to attend a Baptismal Preparation Class, held 
the last Sunday of each month at 1:30pm. Registration in advance is required. 

Please call 908.322.5192.

Sunday, March 14
7:30am  Ernesto Del Negro
 req. by Nick & Angelo Del Negro  
 Remo Carriero 
 req. by Maryloo & Stan
9:00am Beatrice Toffolo
 req. by Frank & Martha Marino 
 Marilou Walsh 
 req. by Frank & Anne Rossi
10:30am Esterina Sanguilano  
 req. by Roberto & Laura Sorge
 Dennis Surbrug
 req. by Frank & Martha Marino
Noon Joseph & Georgette Magrino  
 req. by daughter Cathy Hirschhorn
 Remo Carriero
 req. by David & Monica Kaminski 
Monday, March 15 
6:30am Agnes Schiller  
 req. by Eugene & Yolanda Schiller
8:30am Patricia Hill Moore  
 req. by Mathilda Blahosky
Tuesday, March 16
6:30am Madeline Worth
 req. by Frank Lettera
8:30am Steven Provenzano  
 req. by Edward & Judith Cielinski
Wednesday, March 17
6:30am Patrick Henry
 req. by the Guarnuccio Family 
8:30am Amalia G. Potian (Living)
 req. by Amy Potian
Thursday, March 18
6:30am Robert & Marie Lariviere 
 req. by Andrew & Kathleen MacDonald
8:30am Robert "Bobby" Farina  
 req. by his loving wife Mary
Friday, March 19
6:30am Egonia Bonoan
 req. by the Skara Family
8:30am Josephine Mahowsky
 req. by Gene & Jo Schiller
Saturday, March 20
8:30am Elizabeth Norwick
 req. by her Loving Family
5:00pm Robert "Bobby" Farina 
 req. by his loving wife, Mary 
 Edmond Witkoski 
 & Joseph Krupa
 req. by George & Theresa Flood
Sunday, March 21
7:30am  Josephine Pettinicchio &  
 Michael Pettinicchio
 req. by the Monaco Family  
9:00am Marilou Walsh
 req. by her Loving Family 
 John DeMarco 
 req. by the Hessemer Family
10:30am Remo Carriero  
 req. by Carla & L.J.
 Frank Ruggiero
 req. by Robert & June McCarthy
Noon Nicholas Silano Sr.  
 req. by his Wife & Daughter
 Joseph Ottati
 req. by Joanne & Roy Del Losso

Edilberto Agaton Jr.  Elizabeth Barker  
Rina Conti Kathleen "Kay" Duff 
Tami Eddy Palmiro Ferraro 
Emma Lara Juliette Lewis 
Nadine Martinson Peter Morgan 
 Paul Pettit Joseph Tufaro 
Maureen Vincent  

Please Note:
For privacy reasons and HIPAA regulations, names may only 
be added by members of the immediate family after they
have received permission of the one who is ill or injured.

CHURCH CAPACITY INCREASES
Thank you Governor Murphy for increasing the capacity in 
places of worship to 50%! We hope to welcome more of our 
parishioners back in the coming weeks, but please know the 
following; our capacity will now be increased from 150  to 300 
people. Registration for Mass will no longer be required (ex-
cept for special occasions such as Holy Week and Easter).  You 
will continue to wear a mask, and you will continue to practice 
social distancing. We look forward to coming together safely.
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If you are an individual, a couple or a 
family that is experiencing difficulties, 
there are counseling services avail-
able to you. All calls are confidential. 
Fees can be adjusted to one’s finan-
cial situation. Please note, that no one 
will be turned away for an inability 
to pay. Counselors available to you:

Barbara Stumm-Gray, Ed.S.  
p: 908.232.0893

Joseph Ochs, LPC  
p: 732.221.6673

Dina Brue, LCSW  
p: 646.643.5345

Laura Otchy, MS, Ed.S. LPC  
p: 973.580.5930

COUNSELING SERVICES
AVAILABLE

CONTACT US

Rectory/Parish Offices  
Phone: 908.322.5192   
Fax: 908.322.2598

Email: contact@stbartholomewchurch.org

Website: www.stbartholomewchurch.org

Academy Office  
Phone: 908.322.4265   

Fax: 908.322.7065
Email: admissions@stbacademy.org

Website: www.stbacademy.org

MASS AVAILABLE ON TV!
For the home bound Parishioner, tune 
in on Sundays at 10am to watch Mass. 
Comcast channel 34 or Verizon chan-
nel 22.

FOLLOW, LIKE & SHARE
@stbartchurch

Religious Education Office  
Phone: 908.322.2359   

E: religioused@stbartholomewchurch.org

Get inspiration, connection and info! 
Follow us on social media!

St. Bartholomew's has part-
nered with Amazon Smile. 
Please remember that while 
you shop consider using smile.
amazon.com. The Amazon 
Smile Foundation will donate 
0.5% of the price of eligible 
purchases to our church. It's no 
additional cost to you! Choose 
St. Bartholomew Church via 
this link: https://smile.ama-
zon.com and start shopping! 
Thank you for your support.

Saturday & Sunday
9am to 2pm

Monday & Tuesday
9am to 7pm

Wednesday, Thursday &
Friday 

9am to 5pm

Rectory Hours

At this time, with Covid, the rectory is NOT 
open for any group meetings. Thank you

@stbartholomew_church

Stewardship of Treasure

March 7, 2021

PARISH OFFICE

Paul Milan
PASTORAL ASSOCIATE for 

DIVINE LITURGY and SACRED MUSIC
pmilan@stbartholomewchurch.org    phone ext. 260

Patricia Krema
PASTORAL ASSOCIATE for 

DIVINE LITURGY and ADULT FAITH FORMATION 
pkrema@stbartholomewchurch.org    phone ext. 126

Elaine Coupe
DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY OUTREACH

stbcommunityoutreach@stbartholomewchurch.org    
phone ext. 141

Jennifer Ryan
DIRECTOR OF YOUTH MINISTRY

yg@stbartholomewchurch.org    phone ext. 155

Briana Quigley
INTERIM DIRECTOR OF COMMUNICATIONS
bulletin@stbartholomewchurch.org phone ext. 130

Kathy Kobliska
OFFICE MANAGER

kkobliska@stbartholomewchurch.org    phone ext. 100

Cindy Pitonzo
BUSINESS MANAGER

cpitonzo@stbartholomewchurch.org    phone ext. 129

Dennis Weiss
INTERIM FACILITIES MANAGER

Paulette Coronato
Joseph Dillon

PARISH TRUSTEES

Connie Boruch
PASTORAL ASSOCIATE for 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION and FORMATION
religioused@stbartholomewchurch.org    phone ext. 235

 Rectory Phone: 908.322.5192 

Sandra Carroll
SAFE ENVIRONMENT DIRECTOR

pgc@stbartholomewchurch.org  phone ext. 135

4th Sunday of Lent

Envelope Collection  $8,899
Faith Direct (on-line giving) $11,311

Total  $20,210

Of all the wonderful gifts 
that God has given to us, 
the gift of His own Son is 
truly the greatest.  How 
can we ever thank God for 
a gift like that?  God does 
not ask us to sacrifice our 
own precious firstborn, but 
He does ask that we are 
grateful and generous with 
our God-given gifts. That 
we nurture and develop 
our gifts, and in gratitude, 
generously give back with 
increase our time in prayer, 
our talent in charitable 
works and our treasure to 
support the mission and 
ministry of our parish and 
greater Church.

Thinking about spring clean-
ing? Why not streamline your 
offertory and simplify your 
support for St. Bartholomew 
the Apostle and the minis-
tries that mean so much to 
you? Now is a great time to 
make the switch to eGiving 
– you can sign up from your 
computer, smartphone or 
tablet, and set up a recurring 
donation or make a one-time 
gift.Recurring gifts help sus-
tain our parish as we contin-
ue to confront the challenges 
and turmoil sparked by CO-
VID-19, and as we work to re-
open more of our programs, 
services, and ministries for 
our church families and for 
those in need throughout the 
community. Sign up today by 
visiting faith.direct/NJ844, or 
text ‘Enroll’ to 908-324-5627.
Thank you for your continued 
support of our parish family.




