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APRIL 4, 2021

Saturday
Confessions 4:00pm -  Fr. Santos
Mass 5:00pm - Fr. Paladino

Sunday 7:30am - Fr. Hanly
9:00am - Fr. Santos
10:30am - Fr. Paladino
NooN - Msgr. Guenther

MASS
SCHEDULE

APRIL 10-11
SUBJECT TO CHANGE
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Reflection by Father John Paladino

Christ raised from the dead brings
new life to the world.

We are an Easter people, and 
Alleluia is our song! 
- St. John Paul II

The passage from John’s Gospel takes place on the first day of the week. This is reminiscent of the 
Creation account in Genesis which narrates the events of creation and the Fall in a garden. So, now 
again, God brings life in the garden where Jesus’ tomb was located. Mary Magdalene came to the 
tomb early in the morning, while it was still dark. In John’s Gospel, darkness represents a time of 
lack of faith. Mary is not expecting the Resurrection; she comes to mourn the death of Jesus. When 
she discovers that the tomb is empty, her first thought is that the body of Jesus has been stolen. 
She returns to the disciples and tells them, we don’t know where they put him.

When the two disciples arrive at the tomb, they find it just as she 
described it. But while Peter seems to not understand, the other dis-
ciple … saw and believed. He understands what the others will come 
to know when the risen Christ appears to them: Jesus is risen. The 
burial cloths that were left behind are of no need to one who has 
conquered death.

We have no burial cloths here – but we do have the bread and wine 
that will become the body and blood of our Lord. Easter is the old-
est feast in the Church year. From that day of Resurrection, through 
this moment (and into the future), the disciples of Jesus gather to 
celebrate and remember the saving events of his death and being 
raised from the dead. 

Saint Peter, at the house of the Roman centurion Cornelius, recounts 
what has happened all over Judea concerning Jesus. Peter’s sermon 
describes the good deeds of Jesus, who was anointed with the Holy 

Spirit. But, they put him to death by hanging him on a tree. After God raised him from the dead, 
Jesus appeared to his disciples and commissioned them to preach the Gospel. This is what Peter is 
doing for Cornelius’ household. We learn in subsequent verses that their response to Peter’s words 
is to accept the faith and be baptized.

Saint Paul tells the Corinthians that Christ is our Paschal Lamb who has been sacrificed for us. 
This imagery, reminiscent of the first Passover, indicates that the shedding of Jesus’ blood has re-
deemed us. In light of this, Paul calls us to live in newness of life, putting aside our old ways and 
embracing the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.

From that first Easter moment, the Church began to grow. This is the core belief of our Christian 
faith: It is the risen Lord who gathers us together around his table to listen to the sacred stories 
about our faith, and then he gives himself to us in the form of bread and wine, as he did with his 
disciples on the night before he died. We share in the life of the risen Christ now, as Cornelius and 
his family did; as Paul and the Corinthians did; and, until Christ comes again, as our children will. 
God be praised for this gift of salvation to the world. 

The 2021 Annual Appeal is well underway. We have 
$68,800 already pledged. This is approximately 59% of 
our goal of $117,030. The outpouring of support from 
many parishioners like you helps sustain the important 
ministries across the Archdiocese of Newark. If you have 
yet to give, please pick up a pledge form at the back of 
the church or visit www.rcan.org/sharing. Thank you for 
your prayers and support. 

Make your gift today!
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A sincere thank you to all who participated 
in Radical Love: Our Parish Mission, which 
took place on March  22-24. The mission 
was a great success thanks to all those 
who helped make it happen, including our 
wonderful music team, media and behind-
the-scenes crew, and our ministers of 
hospitality. Over 500 people total joined us 
either at the Church or via livestream. It was 
a joy to see the community come together 
in faith and fellowship after so much time 
apart this past year! 

If you missed the Parish Mission or 
would like to watch it again, the 
recordings can be found on our website:                                                        
www.stbartholomewchurch.org

Thank You!        Help us to Help Others Together We Can

Our Lenten Projects Are Finished! - We want to 
thank all of the volunteers that made breakfast/
snack bags for the children in need in Plainfield 
and for the Headstart Program. We collected 
hundreds and hundreds of bags that were 
needed for those children working remotely. We 
would also like to thank those volunteers that 
made hundreds of "Cleaning Supply Baskets" 
for our Veterans! Our Vets loved the support! 
This Lent, we were able to help many families 
who were in need of not only support but also 
to know that they are loved by our parish. We 
are so blessed by your faith and your kindness.   
Together, we were the hands and heart of Christ 
during this most special time. Happy Easter to 
all of our families and thank you for hearing the 
call to "love thy neighbors."

NEW VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY: We will be 
building a "Pantry Distribution Team" to help 
distribute pantry bags to those in need. We 
are seeking volunteers for Fridays either from                 
10am-12pm or 12pm-2pm. The responsibilities 
would include packing bags and carrying them 
up to be put out for pick up. We will start this 
program after Easter.

Prayer requests and follow up conversations 
about the gathering with our guest speaker, 
Christopher Verano, were enlightening and 
heartwarming.  Several of our members 
also continued our annual tradition of 
plant delivery to some of our home-bound 
parishioners. Though we cannot stay for a 
visit as in years past, we want them to know 
we are thinking of and praying for them. 
TO our home-bound, and all of our fellow 
parishioners, we wish you a very Happy 
Easter. God Bless!

COMMUNITY OUTREACH

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
As our Gr 1-8 classes are coming to a close, we 
would like to thank the parents for their par-
ticipation in the religious education of their 
children.  A special thank you to our catechist 
for all they did to make these programs suc-
cessful. It has been a challenging but fruitful 
year! Registration for the 2021-2022 school 
year will begin in May. 

Our Parish

FOR MORE INFO CONTACT ELAINE COUPE
stbcommunityoutreach@stbartholomewchurch.org

FOR MORE INFO CONTACT JENNIFER RYAN
yg@stbartholomewchurch.org

FOR MORE INFO CONTACT:
religioused@stbartholomewchurch.org



Around the Community

We invite you to join us if you have lost a spouse 
or loved one. Our hope is to assist you through this 
difficult journey. Support group meetings for the loss 
of a spouse will be held Thursday evenings starting 
April 15, 7pm to 8:30pm. Support group meetings for 
the loss of a loved one (parent, sibling,grandparent 
or friend) begin Sunday April 18, 1 to 2:30pm. Space 
is limited so please RSVP by April 7. All meetings 
will be held at Rossi Funeral Home 1937 Westfield 
Avenue.  Masks are required.  RSVP to Joanne at                            
908-889-4375, Bernadette 908-322-2835 or Patrice 
908-400-1590. All calls and meetings are confidential.

GRIEF SUPPORT GROUPS

“Let the Church always be a place of mercy 
and hope, where everyone is welcomed, loved, 
and forgiven” (Pope Francis). The Church can 
also be a place to heal. We are called to “be 
merciful like the Father.” So many are suffering 
from the effects of abortion. Where can they 
heal? Where can they feel safe and loved? 

The Archdiocese of Newark Respect 
Life Office will be hosting two upcoming                                          
Rachel’s Vineyard Retreats to heal the wounds 
from abortion.
 

DATES:
MAY 14-16, 2021 (English) 

APRIL 23-25, 2021 (Spanish)
All Covid-19 Guidelines will be followed.

CONTACT:
973-497-4350 (Spanish option 2)

cheryl.riley@rcan.org (English)
elvinedoderaquelinfo@rcan.org (Spanish)

“He heals the brokenhearted and binds up 
their wounds.” (Psalm 147:3)

RACHEL'S VINEYARD

Ministries of Healing

UPCOMING EVENTS:

LEARNING TO PRAY
with Fr. James Martin, SJ

Many of us struggle with prayer. Nothing seems 
to happen, or we get distracted, or we're not 
even sure how to do it. What is prayer?  What 
are some ways to do it? And what happens in 
prayer? Everyone can pray, that includes you! 
Enter into a deeper relationship with God, who 
desires to meet you in prayer.

Wednesday, May 5, 2021, 7-9 pm via Zoom
$25 per person - Registration Required 

www.msmhope.org

FOUNDATIONS OF 
MINDFULNESS & MEDITATION
with Isabel Gachko

Explore the foundations of mindfulness medi-
tation. Practice mindfulness of the breath, 
body, emotions, self-compassion, and loving 
kindness. Join us for 1, 2, or all 3 sessions.

Thursday, Apr. 15, 22, & 29, 2021, 7-8 p.m. 
$20 per session or $50 for all 3

MOUNT SAINT MARY HOUSE OF PRAYER
1651 US HWY. 22, WATCHUNG, NJ 07069

908-753-2091    
WWW.MSMHOPE.ORG

In God's Image, the Catholic Faith Sharing Group 
for gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender people at 
Church of the Sacred Heart, South Plainfield, meets 
the 2nd Wednesday of every month at 7:00PM.  Our 
next meeting is April 14 and will be on Zoom.  Please 
email for more information. The group is open to 
LGBTQ adults, 18 and over, and their families. All are 
welcome for faith sharing, prayer, conversation and 
support. For more information, contact Fr. John 
Alvarado at 908.756.0633, ext 125 or the group 
may be reached by contacting 908.822.5895 or by 
emailing sacredheartigi@gmail.com.

IN GOD'S IMAGE FAITH GROUP
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A TIME TO HEAL
      PLEASE PRAY        FOR OUR SICK.

RECONCILIATION
The Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession) 

is celebrated every Saturday at 4pm.

GIFTS OF BREAD & WINE
In Memory of  Donato DiQuollo

req. by Granddaughters Laura & Rose

WEDDINGS

Archdiocesan policy requires that arrangements be made 
with a parish priest or deacon as soon as 

the engagement is announced.

In the event of serious illness or hospitalization, the rectory 
should be notified. Visits to the sick and shut-ins are made by 

the priests, deacons and ministers of the Eucharist. It is not 
necessary for someone to be “gravely ill” to receive the 

Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick.

Sacraments, Prayers, Special Intentions & Mass Intentions

WELCOMED HOME BY GOD

Our sympathy and prayers are extended to the family of
Josephine Macchia

Laura Santora

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord.

BAPTISMS

Baptisms are celebrated throughout the month on Saturdays and Sundays. 
First-time parents are required to attend a Baptismal Preparation Class, held 
the last Sunday of each month at 1:30pm. Registration in advance is required. 

Please call 908.322.5192.

Sunday, April 4 - Easter
7:30am  Jill Anderson
 req. by Bob & Maureen LaCosta 
 Donna Fantini
 req. by Al Fantini & Loving Family  
9:00am Robert Reimers
 req. by James & Kathleen Farrell 
 Rosa Fantini 
 req. by Romano & Mary Del Roio  
 & Family
10:30am Yupin Englert  
 req. by Loving Family
 Dennis Surbrug
 req. by Loving Family
Noon Tom Breznitsky  
OUTDOOR req. by the Rigano Family
 Rosemary "Maureen" Murphy
 req. by Paul & Kathy Kobliska
Monday, April 5 
8:30am Maria Checchio   
 req. by Lena Novello
Tuesday, April 6
6:30am Joseph Walsh
 req. by the D'Apuzzo Family
8:30am Nancy McDonald 
 req. by her daughter Nancy 
Wednesday, April 7
6:30am People of the Parish
8:30am Lauren Steinbeck (Living)
 req. by Vickie Steinbeck
Thursday, April 8
6:30am Daniel Froehlic
 req. by the Siegel Family
8:30am Gerald W. Murphy
 req. by Loving Wife & Family 
Friday, April 9
6:30am Edward Kwityn
 req. by Sue Surbrug
 Richard Riccio
 req. by Alex Chelak
Saturday, April 10
8:30am Robert Ciesla
 req. by Donna Iasello
5:00pm Robert Farina
 req. by his Loving Wife, Mary
 Barbara Faccone
 req. by Anne & Frank Rossi
Sunday, April 11
7:30am  Louis Merola
 req. by Larry & Lina Juelis  
9:00am Ersilia Novello
 req. by Mrs. DiGuiseppe 
 Nicola Novello
 req. by Peter & Maria DiNizo  
10:30am Liliana Peduzzi
 req. by Esther Mancini
 Mauro & Laura Del Negro
 req. by Peter & Maria DiNizo
Noon Nicholas Silano, Sr. 
  req. by his Wife & Daughter
 Rae Aurigemma
 req. by Pat & Steve

Please Note:
For privacy reasons and HIPAA regulations, names may only 
be added by members of the immediate family after they
have received permission of the one who is ill or injured.

Edilberto Agaton Jr.  Elizabeth Barker  
Rina Conti Kathleen "Kay" Duff 
Tami Eddy Palmiro Ferraro 
Emma Lara Nadine Martinson 
Peter Morgan Paul Pettit 
Joseph Tufaro Maureen Vincent  
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If you are an individual, a couple 
or a family that is experiencing 
difficulties, there are counseling 
services available to you. All 
calls are confidential. Fees can 
be adjusted to one’s financial 
situation. Please note, that no one 
will be turned away for an inability 
to pay. Counselors available to you:

Barbara Stumm-Gray, Ed.S.  
p: 908.232.0893

Joseph Ochs, LPC  
p: 732.221.6673

Dina Brue, LCSW  
p: 646.643.5345

Laura Otchy, MS, Ed.S. LPC  
p: 973.580.5930

COUNSELING SERVICES
AVAILABLE

CONTACT US

Rectory/Parish Offices  
Phone: 908.322.5192   
Fax: 908.322.2598

Email: contact@stbartholomewchurch.org

Website: www.stbartholomewchurch.org

Academy Office  
Phone: 908.322.4265   

Fax: 908.322.7065
Email: admissions@stbacademy.org

Website: www.stbacademy.org

MASS AVAILABLE ON TV!
For the home bound Parishioner, 
tune in on Sundays at 10am to 
watch Mass. Comcast channel 34 
or Verizon channel 22.

FOLLOW US ON 
SOCIAL MEDIA

@stbartchurch

Religious Education Office  
Phone: 908.322.2359   

E: religioused@stbartholomewchurch.org

For daily inspiration and all the 
latest parish news and updates!

St. Bartholomew's has part-
nered with Amazon Smile. 
Please remember that while 
you shop consider using smile.
amazon.com. The Amazon 
Smile Foundation will donate 
0.5% of the price of eligible 
purchases to our church. It's no 
additional cost to you! Choose 
St. Bartholomew Church via 
this link: https://smile.ama-
zon.com and start shopping! 
Thank you for your support.

Saturday & Sunday
9am to 2pm

Monday & Tuesday
9am to 7pm

Wednesday, Thursday &
Friday 

9am to 3pm

Rectory Hours

At this time, with Covid, the rectory is NOT 
open for any group meetings. Thank you

@stbartholomew_church

PARISH OFFICE

Paul Milan
PASTORAL ASSOCIATE for 

DIVINE LITURGY and SACRED MUSIC
pmilan@stbartholomewchurch.org    phone ext. 260

Patricia Krema
PASTORAL ASSOCIATE for 

DIVINE LITURGY and ADULT FAITH FORMATION 
pkrema@stbartholomewchurch.org    phone ext. 126

Elaine Coupe
DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY OUTREACH

stbcommunityoutreach@stbartholomewchurch.org    
phone ext. 141

Jennifer Ryan
DIRECTOR OF YOUTH MINISTRY

yg@stbartholomewchurch.org    phone ext. 155

Briana Quigley
INTERIM DIRECTOR OF COMMUNICATIONS
bulletin@stbartholomewchurch.org phone ext. 130

Kathy Kobliska
OFFICE MANAGER

kkobliska@stbartholomewchurch.org    phone ext. 100

Cindy Pitonzo
BUSINESS MANAGER

cpitonzo@stbartholomewchurch.org    phone ext. 129

Dennis Weiss
INTERIM FACILITIES MANAGER

Paulette Coronato
Joseph Dillon

PARISH TRUSTEES

Connie Boruch
PASTORAL ASSOCIATE for 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION and FORMATION
religioused@stbartholomewchurch.org    phone ext. 235

 Rectory Phone: 908.322.5192 

Sandra Carroll
SAFE ENVIRONMENT DIRECTOR

pgc@stbartholomewchurch.org  phone ext. 135

Thinking about spring clean-
ing? Why not streamline your 
offertory and simplify your 
support for St. Bartholomew 
the Apostle and the minis-
tries that mean so much to 
you? Now is a great time to 
make the switch to eGiving 
– you can sign up from your 
computer, smartphone or 
tablet, and set up a recurring 
donation or make a one-time 
gift.Recurring gifts help sus-
tain our parish as we contin-
ue to confront the challenges 
and turmoil sparked by CO-
VID-19, and as we work to re-
open more of our programs, 
services, and ministries for 
our church families and for 
those in need throughout the 
community. Sign up today by 
visiting faith.direct/NJ844, or 
text ‘Enroll’ to 908-324-5627.
Thank you for your continued 
support of our parish family.

@stbartchurch

EASTER SUNDAY
Life is perhaps God’s great-
est gift to each of us. With-
out life, we would be un-
able to experience all the 
wonder of this world, the 
love of family and friends, 
and the joy that comes 
from using our talents and 
skills. Life itself is more pro-
found a gift than we can 
even truly contemplate.
On Easter, we celebrate life. 
For on this day, Jesus Christ 
conquered death and gave 
to us the chance for a life 
eternal. The wonder, love, 
and joy of this world does 
not have to end. Through 
a life in Jesus Christ, these 
emotions are heightened, 
and we find even greater 
fulfillment in this world.
—Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS



Rectory Directory, Available Services, This Week’s Calendar, Social Media & Stewardship of Treasure


