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APRIL 11, 2021

Saturday
Confessions 4:00pm -  Msgr. Guenther
Mass 5:00pm - Bishop Lorenzo

Sunday 7:30am - Msgr. Guenther
9:00am - Fr. Paladino
10:30am - Fr. Santos
NooN - Fr. Hanly

MASS
SCHEDULE

APRIL 17-18
SUBJECT TO CHANGE
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Reflection by Father John Paladino

D ivine Mercy sets us free from the sins of the past 
and empowers us to live holy lives in the present.

We are an Easter people, and 
Alleluia is our song! 
- St. John Paul II

The Gospel doesn’t tell us if Thomas ever did put his hand in Jesus’ wound, but that doesn’t matter. 
Either way, he and the other Apostles received all Jesus had to give from his pierced heart: the gift 
of divine mercy that we celebrate today.

Here at the end of the Easter Octave, we’re called to reflect on how divine 
mercy sums up the whole mystery of Christ’s passion, death, and resur-
rection. Notice how Jesus immediately greets the Apostles on that first 
Easter with peace, and shares his bountiful mercy – giving them his own 
power of forgiveness. It is the deepest truth God has shared about him-
self: he is mercy, he loves us even when we don’t deserve it. 

This is tremendously freeing. It frees us from worrying that we’re not good 
enough to earn his love, from distancing ourselves from him out of shame 
for our sins and defects – as if we could ever hide them from him! Above 
all, it sets us free from the great sin of despair, of thinking that we’re too 
far gone for God to save us. How could a human creature’s mistakes out-
weigh the forgiveness of the infinite Creator?

When our Lord appeared to Saint Faustina Kowalska in the 1930s, he in-
structed her to paint what is now the famous image of himself with two 
rays coming from his heart, red and white for the blood and water that 
flowed from his side on the cross, with the inscription, “Jesus, I trust in 
you.” The water stands for the washing away of our sins in baptism and 
reconciliation, the blood for the new life that we receive in the Eucharist. 
As our second reading tells us, it’s Jesus, the one who came through wa-
ter and blood, who has conquered the world.

God’s mercy not only cleanses us from our past, it gives us a way forward. When we allow it into our 
hearts, it manifests in our works of mercy for others. The peace and mercy Jesus gives the Apostles 
comes with a command to go and share it: As the Father has sent me, so I send you. These men 
who had been hiding in a locked room then became such powerful witnesses to the Resurrection 
that they established a community unequaled in solidarity and generosity.

This may seem impossible to us because we know how weak we are. We may have as much diffi-
culty as Thomas did in having faith in what Christ has promised us. And to truly love each other as 
God’s children? To be of one heart and mind like the community of the Apostles, setting aside our 
own attachments to serve the needs of others? There are few things more difficult than this kind of 
sacrificial love. Yet Saint John insists that these commandments are not burdensome, for whoever 
is begotten by God – that is, whomever has faith – conquers the world. So let us fix in our minds 
these five words: Jesus, I trust in you.

The 2021 Annual Appeal is well underway. We have $81,594 already pledged. 
This is approximately 70% of our goal of $117,030. The outpouring of support 
from many parishioners like you helps sustain the important ministries across 
the Archdiocese of Newark. If you have yet to give, please pick up a pledge 
form at the back of the church or visit www.rcan.org/sharing. Thank you for 
your prayers and support. 

PLEASE HELP US 
REACH OUR GOAL!
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       Help us to Help Others Together We Can

A Letter from Deena from
HOPES Community Action Partnership:

To St. Bartholomew Academy parents, 
students, staff, and friends:

I would first like to introduce our agency 
HOPES CAP, Inc. located in Plainfield, 
NJ.  We have been providing high quality 
services to low income families in Plainfield 
since 2009.  

On behalf of the families at HOPES CAP, Inc. 
Head Start/Early Head Start, I would like to 
say thank you for all the snacks provided 
to our agency for our families.  The parents 
were very thankful and appreciative for 
what they had received.  As the children 
were leaving our centers, you could see 
the children smiling and swinging their 
individualized zip lock bags with their 
snacks.  The classes at our centers created 
thank you cards for your school to show our 
appreciation.  Again thank you very much 
for thinking of our children.

Sincerely,

Deena Davenport-Beasley
Parent, Family & Community 
Engagement Supervisor
HOPES CAP Inc.

Holy Week was a busy time on our 
campus.  For Youth Group members, 
this included rehearsals for the Good 
Friday Living Stations of The Cross. 
This annual re-enactment of Jesus’ 
final hours has proven over the years to 
be a source of reflection heading into 
Easter. It is also an event that the YG 
members look forward to each year. 
As we enter spring, the YG is looking 
forward to more outdoor gatherings.  If 
you are a local high school student and 
want to join us, please reach out to the 
Youth Minister to get the most up-to-
date meeting information.

COMMUNITY OUTREACH

Our Parish

FOR MORE INFO CONTACT ELAINE COUPE
stbcommunityoutreach@stbartholomewchurch.org

FOR MORE INFO CONTACT JENNIFER RYAN
yg@stbartholomewchurch.org

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
As our Gr 1-8 classes are coming to a close, 
we would like to thank the parents for their 
participation in the religious education of 
their children.  A special thank you to our 
catechist for all they did to make these pro-
grams successful. It has been a challenging 
but fruitful year! Registration for the 2021-
2022 school year will begin in May.

FOR MORE INFO CONTACT CONNIE BORUCH:
religioused@stbartholomewchurch.org

Please keep our Confirmation Candidates in 
your prayers. They will be receiving the sac-
rament on Saturday, April 17th. May the love 
and strength of the Holy Spirit dwell in them 
in their lifelong walk with the Lord.

Spring is in full bloom – God’s glory is all 
around us! You can help St. Bartholomew 
the Apostle flourish by making the switch 
to eGiving. It’s a great way to grow our 
ministries that share the Good News of 
God’s love. You can sign up from your 
computer, smartphone or tablet, and set 
up a recurring donation or make a one-
time gift.

Recuring gifts sustain our parish through 
the brightest days and the darkest storms. 
You’ll provide us with consistent support 
that helps us always be at the ready with 
programs, services, and ministries for 
our church families and for those in need 
throughout the community. 

ON THE WEB: faith.direct/NJ844
TEXT: ‘Enroll’ to (Text-to-Give Number).

Thank you for your continued support 
of our parish family! God Bless You.

SUPPORTING 
OUR PARISH



Community Events, Spotlight on Prayer

One of the greatest attributes of God is his 
mercy! In the 1930's, Jesus appeared to a young 
Polish nun named Sr. Faustina and asked her to 
share the message of God's great mercy and 
love with the world as well as the prayers we 
know today as the Chaplet of Divine Mercy. 
Through these prayers, which are often prayed 
with Rosary beads, we ask God's mercy for our-
selves and for the world, seeking to trust more 
deeply in the mercy of our loving God.

DIVINE
MERCY 

CHAPLET

OPENING PRAYER

ON THE OUR FATHER BEADS

ON THE HAIL MARY BEADS

CLOSING PRAYER

O Blood and Water, which gushed forth from 
the Heart of Jesus as a fountain of mercy for 
us, I trust in you! (x3)

Eternal Father, I offer you the Body, Blood, 
Soul, and Divinity of your dearly beloved Son, 
our Lord Jesus Christ, in atonement for our 
sins and those of the whole world.

For the sake of his sorrowful passion, have 
mercy on us and on the whole world.

Eternal God, in whom mercy is endless and 
the treasury of compassion inexhaustible, 
look kindly upon us and increase Your mercy 
in us, that in difficult moments we might not 
despair nor become despondent, but with 
great confidence submit ourselves to Your 
holy will, which is Love and Mercy itself.

Monday, May 10, 2021, at the Maplewood 
Country Club. Rain Date: Monday, July 26, 
2021. Thanks to the generosity of our donors, 
proceeds from the golf outing over the last 
10 years have been used to build a new 
kitchen, upgrade the computer lab, replace 
the windows at St. Bartholomew Academy, 
upgrade the internet infrastructure and install 
a projection system! Funds from this year’s 
golf outing will be used to continue to make 
capital improvements to St. Bartholomew 
Academy. Please consider joining us for 
a round of golf, a delicious dinner or as 
an event sponsor.  For more info, please 
go to https://membership.faithdirect.net/
events/details/6372 or contact Ted Schiller 
at (908) 490-0444/ Susan Hernandez at 
shernandez1297@gmail.com.

ST BART'S 
CHARITY GOLF CLASSIC

Around the Community

In God's Image, the Catholic Faith Sharing 
Group for gay, lesbian, bisexual and 
transgender people at Church of the Sacred 
Heart, South Plainfield, meets the 2nd 
Wednesday of every month at 7:00PM.  Our 
next meeting is April 14 and will be on Zoom.  
Please email for more information. The group 
is open to LGBTQ adults, 18 and over, and their 
families. All are welcome for faith sharing, 
prayer, conversation and support. For more 
information, contact Fr. John Alvarado at 
908.756.0633, ext 125 or the group may be 
reached by contacting 908.822.5895 or by 
emailing sacredheartigi@gmail.com.

IN GOD'S IMAGE FAITH GROUP

“Let the Church always be a place of mercy 
and hope, where everyone is welcomed, 
loved, and forgiven” (Pope Francis). The 
Archdiocese of Newark Respect Life Office 
will be hosting two upcoming Rachel’s 
Vineyard Retreats to heal the wounds from 
abortion.
 

DATES:
May 14-16, 2021 (English) 

April 23-25, 2021 (Spanish)
All Covid-19 Guidelines will be followed.

CONTACT:
973-497-4350 (Spanish option 2)

cheryl.riley@rcan.org (English)
elvinedoderaquelinfo@rcan.org (Spanish)

“He heals the brokenhearted and binds up 
their wounds.” (Psalm 147:3)

RACHEL'S VINEYARD
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A TIME TO HEAL
      PLEASE PRAY        FOR OUR SICK.

RECONCILIATION
Confession is offered every Saturday at 4pm.

WEDDINGS

Archdiocesan policy requires that arrange-
ments be made with a parish priest or deacon 

as soon as the engagement is announced.

In the event of serious illness or hospitalization, the rec-
tory should be notified. Visits to the sick and shut-ins are 
made by the priests, deacons and ministers of the Eucha-
rist. It is not necessary for someone to be “gravely ill” to 

receive the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick.

Sacraments, Prayers, Special Intentions & Mass Intentions

WELCOMED HOME BY GOD
Our sympathy and prayers are extended to the families of

Kenneth "Ken" Blom
Janet Krasowski

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord.

BAPTISMS

Baptisms are celebrated throughout the month 
on Saturdays and Sundays. First-time parents 
are required to attend a Baptismal Preparation 
Class, held the last Sunday of each month at 
1:30pm. Registration in advance is required. 

Please call 908.322.5192.

Sunday, April 11
7:30am  Louis Merola
 req. by Larry & Lina Juelis
 People of the Parish   
9:00am Ersilia Novello
 req. by Mrs. DiGuiseppe 
 Nicola Novello
 req. by Peter & Maria DiNizo  
10:30am Liliana Peduzzi
 req. by Esther Mancini
 Mauro & Laura Del Negro
 req. by Peter & Maria DiNizo
Noon Nicholas Silano, Sr. 
  req. by his Wife & Daughter
 Rae Aurigemma
 req. by Pat & Steve
Monday, April 12 
6:30am Francesco Bevivino   
 req. by Anna Stillo & Maria Akyuz Family
8:30am  Dennis F. Murphy
 req. by Stephen Luongo
Tuesday, April 13
6:30am Timothy Hesson
 req. by Mom & Dad
8:30am Marcelino Potian (Living) 
 req. by Amy Potian 
Wednesday, April 14
6:30am Randy Kowalik
 req. by Pat Kane
8:30am Steven Provenzano
 req. by Edward & Judith Cielinski

Please Note:
For privacy reasons and HIPAA regulations, names may 

only be added by members of the immediate family after 
they have received permission of the one who is sick.

Edilberto Agaton Jr.  Elizabeth Barker
Rina Conti Kathleen "Kay" Duff 
Tami Eddy Palmiro Ferraro 
Emma Lara Nadine Martinson 
Peter Morgan Paul Pettit 
Joseph Tufaro Maureen Vincent  
Dolores Waltsak

Thursday, April 15
6:30am Dr. Nicholas Ponzio
 req. by The D'Apuzzo Family
8:30am Joseph Sanguilano Sr.
 req. by Tony & Maria DiCarlo &
 Menina Del Negro 
Friday, April 16
6:30am People of the Parish
8:30am John Keeler
 req. by the Sherry Family
Saturday, April 17
8:30am Jill Anderson
 req. by N.J.B.O.A.
5:00pm Pat Del Prete
 req. by his Loving Family
 Anne Henry
 req. by the Guarnuccio Family
Sunday, April 18
7:30am  Keith Inacio
 req. by Martha Marino  
 Diane Morris
 req. by Maureen & Bob LaCosta
9:00am Mauro DiGuiseppi
 req. by his Loving Wife 
 Richard & Cathy Santoriello
 req. by Dr. & Mrs. Nicholas Santoriello  
10:30am Antonio & Berenice DiNizo
 req. by Peter & Maria DiNizo
 Tommy De Cuollo
 req. by Maria, Gina & Antonette
Noon Claire Jennings 
  req. by Gene & Jo Schiller
 Ken Vincent
 req. by Mongold & Morano Families
 Richard Bonoan 
 req. by Loving Family "40 Day"
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If you are an individual, a couple 
or a family that is experiencing 
difficulties, there are counseling 
services available to you. All 
calls are confidential. Fees can 
be adjusted to one’s financial 
situation. Please note, that no one 
will be turned away for an inability 
to pay. Counselors available to you:

Barbara Stumm-Gray, Ed.S.  
p: 908.232.0893

Joseph Ochs, LPC  
p: 732.221.6673

Dina Brue, LCSW  
p: 646.643.5345

Laura Otchy, MS, Ed.S. LPC  
p: 973.580.5930

COUNSELING SERVICES
AVAILABLE

CONTACT US

Rectory/Parish Offices  
Phone: 908.322.5192   
Fax: 908.322.2598

Email: contact@stbartholomewchurch.org

Website: www.stbartholomewchurch.org

Academy Office  
Phone: 908.322.4265   

Fax: 908.322.7065
Email: admissions@stbacademy.org

Website: www.stbacademy.org

MASS AVAILABLE ON TV!
For the home bound Parishioner, 
tune in on Sundays at 10am to 
watch Mass. Comcast channel 34 
or Verizon channel 22.

FOLLOW US ON 
SOCIAL MEDIA

Religious Education Office  
Phone: 908.322.2359   

E: religioused@stbartholomewchurch.org

for daily inspiration 
and all the latest parish 

news and updates!

St. Bartholomew's has part-
nered with Amazon Smile. 
Please remember that while 
you shop consider using smile.
amazon.com. The Amazon 
Smile Foundation will donate 
0.5% of the price of eligible 
purchases to our church. It's no 
additional cost to you! Choose 
St. Bartholomew Church via 
this link: https://smile.ama-
zon.com and start shopping! 
Thank you for your support.

Saturday & Sunday
9am to 2pm

Monday & Tuesday
9am to 7pm

Wednesday, Thursday &
Friday 

9am to 3pm

Rectory Hours

At this time, with Covid, the rectory is NOT 
open for any group meetings. Thank you

@stbartholomew_church

PARISH OFFICE

Paul Milan
PASTORAL ASSOCIATE for 

DIVINE LITURGY and SACRED MUSIC
pmilan@stbartholomewchurch.org    phone ext. 260

Patricia Krema
PASTORAL ASSOCIATE for 

DIVINE LITURGY and ADULT FAITH FORMATION 
pkrema@stbartholomewchurch.org    phone ext. 126

Elaine Coupe
DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY OUTREACH

stbcommunityoutreach@stbartholomewchurch.org    
phone ext. 141

Jennifer Ryan
DIRECTOR OF YOUTH MINISTRY

yg@stbartholomewchurch.org    phone ext. 155

Briana Quigley
INTERIM DIRECTOR OF COMMUNICATIONS
bulletin@stbartholomewchurch.org phone ext. 130

Kathy Kobliska
OFFICE MANAGER

kkobliska@stbartholomewchurch.org    phone ext. 100

Cindy Pitonzo
BUSINESS MANAGER

cpitonzo@stbartholomewchurch.org    phone ext. 129

Dennis Weiss
INTERIM FACILITIES MANAGER

Paulette Coronato
Joseph Dillon

PARISH TRUSTEES

Connie Boruch
PASTORAL ASSOCIATE for 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION and FORMATION
religioused@stbartholomewchurch.org    phone ext. 235

 Rectory Phone: 908.322.5192 

Sandra Carroll
SAFE ENVIRONMENT DIRECTOR

pgc@stbartholomewchurch.org  phone ext. 135

Thinking about spring clean-
ing? Why not streamline your 
offertory and simplify your 
support for St. Bartholomew 
the Apostle and the minis-
tries that mean so much to 
you? Now is a great time to 
make the switch to eGiving 
– you can sign up from your 
computer, smartphone or 
tablet, and set up a recurring 
donation or make a one-time 
gift.Recurring gifts help sus-
tain our parish as we contin-
ue to confront the challenges 
and turmoil sparked by CO-
VID-19, and as we work to re-
open more of our programs, 
services, and ministries for 
our church families and for 
those in need throughout the 
community. Sign up today by 
visiting faith.direct/NJ844, or 
text ‘Enroll’ to 908-324-5627.
Thank you for your continued 
support of our parish family.

@stbartchurch

Stewardship of Treasure

April 4, 2021

Easter 2021 to date  $56,414
Easter 2020 $65,172

Deficit  ($8,758)
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