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SATURDAY, MAY 8
4:00pm Confessions -  Fr. Santos
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NooN - Msgr. Guenther
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Reflection by Father John Paladino

C elebrating the Sacraments of Communion 
and Confirmation

Since God does so much for me, 
what could I not do for him?
- St. Emily de Vialar

Our young parishioners (First Holy Communicants) have been journeying these past months and now, 
throughout this weekend and next, they will receive Jesus in a special way - with full and active participation 
in the greatest love story ever told – the Eucharist.  Jesus has been with these young people all their lives, 
but now, Jesus gives himself to them in a unique way - in bread and wine.  This is the reason we gather every 
Sunday: to celebrate the presence of Jesus in the Eucharist and share this meal with one another.  It is in the 
sharing of the Mass that we are renewed and strengthened in our relationship with Christ and one another.
Receiving Our Lord in Holy Communion is a moment when we are enabled to recognize who He is what He is. 
How important is the precious moment when He is close to us.  

• It is the moment when we must give ourselves to Him, as He gives Himself to us.  
• It is the moment when He, in His own way will speak to us.  
• It is the moment when He will give us new strength if, for instance, we have a problem in the family or in 

our own personal lives.  
• It is the moment when we can accept from the hands of God a cross to be borne, a difficulty to be faced.  
• It is the moment to say lovingly “Yes, I will, with Your help.”

The moment of receiving Our Lord is a very personal one.  It should not be rushed or invaded by distraction.  
There should be a short time when we are alone with Our Lord.  It is only when we can be alone with him, deep 
down within ourselves, that we can then begin to form a true Christian community, which is, of course, what 
a parish should be.  Moments of silence and stillness during and after Communion are vitally important to us 
personally and communally.
 How much we should treasure the Mass!  We shall never fully understand it, nor cease to discover new 
things in it.  But if we think often about the Mass – the Last Supper and about Christ’s sacrifice on the Cross, 
we shall certainly come to appreciate more and more what happens when we “do this in memory of Him”.
 On April 17th, we celebrated the coming of the Holy Spirit upon many of our young people. On that first 
Pentecost, the Holy Spirit filled the sails of the good ship Church, and allowed her to set sail on the epic global 
journey of faith that continues to this very day. It was the day a small band of 120 followers of Christ became 
a mega-Church in a single day! 
 Now, what are we to remember as we celebrate Confirmation?  First, we should remember that one of 
the unmistakable signs of the Spirit is the unity of the Church.  A Church is not defined by the presence of pipe 
organ music, or pews facing an altar, or a steeple pointing to the heavens.  No, you can spot a Church when 
people love each other, take care of each other, put other’s interests ahead of their own, and serve together in 
the name of Christ.  From the first day of the Church until today, the sign of the Spirit that amazes and draws 
the world to the Gospel is when they take note and say, “My, how they love each another!”  
 The second insight we glean is the radical inclusiveness of God’s Spirit.  According to the Book of Acts, 
that original group of Jesus followers gathered in that room at Pentecost consisted of the original disciples of 
Jesus. Male and female, old and young, first disciples and those who joined the group later along the way—all 
of them received the same outpouring of the Spirit.  
Unity and inclusiveness—how well has the Church kept these signs of Confirmation alive and well through the 
years?  And how are we doing today?  If we were graded on a Spiritual Report Card, what would be our grade 
in the areas of unity and inclusiveness?  

• When men and women, old and young, charter members and recent converts, all feel an equal part of the 
Church’s work and witness, the Spirit of Confirmation is continuing to rest upon us.  

• When the Church finds more and more creative ways to draw the line of inclusion wider and wider, allowing 
the stranger to shed his strangeness, and expanding the circle of our faith family to include all races, all 
ages, all backgrounds, all language groups, and all political persuasions on equal footing, the Spirit of 
Confirmation is continuing to work among us.  

But woe to the Church where people feel marginalized because of distinctions like body tattoos, or economic 
status, or skin color, or sexual orientation, or music preferences, or zip code!  The Spirit blows free, and will 
not tolerate, nor bless, an elite few trying to shut the windows to keep the mighty Wind of God to themselves. 
May it never happen here!  
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ACADEMY OFFICE

Maureen Doherty
DIRECTOR OF ADMISSIONS

admissions@stbacademy.org  908.322.4265 {press 3}

Kimberly Harrigan
ACADEMY PRINCIPAL

sbaprincipal@stbacademy.org  908.322.4265

Please make a gift if you have not already! You 
may be wondering why we are pushing the 
Archdiocesan Appeal so forcefully.  Besides 
the reality of greater needs throughout the 
Archdiocese, if we don’t reach our goal of 
$117,029, we have to include the shortfall as an 
expense in our 2022 budget, which would hurt 
our parish’s financial situation. On a positive 
note, all funds collected in excess of the goal 
will come back directly to our parish. At this 
time, we have reached $91,754.40, which is only 
78% of our goal. We thank you in advance for 
your support in helping us reach 100%!

Please visit rcan.org/
sharing, scan the QR 
code on the left with 
your smartphone, or 
pick up an envelope 
in the back of the 
Church. Thank you 
in advance for your 
assistance!

PLEASE HELP US REACH OUR GOAL!

Academy, Our Parish

ACADEMY  IN  ACTION

MIDDLE SCHOOL HISTORY
The middle school history program at the 
Academy is rigorous, emphasizing critical 
thinking, writing, and study skills. The guidance 
and support provided by Mrs. Mary Conroy, the 
Academy middle school history teacher, ensures 
the students are equipped with the skills for a 
successful high school career.

Notetaking skills are important to learn and 
refine in middle school. The fifth grade has been 
working on these skills in History while learning 
about the U.S. Colonies. At the completion 
of the unit, the students were assigned a 
presentation where they picked both a colony 
and the presentation type. The presentation 
styles varied from Powerpoint to diorama, but 
the information had to contain facts such as 
location, economy, weather, leaders, etc. The 
students then practiced their public speaking 
skills by sharing their knowledge with each other.

Sixth grade recently completed a unit on Ancient 
China and the historical people of the time. 
After learning about the philosopher Confucius, 
the students each picked a quote by Confucius 
and reflected on what the quote meant to 
them personally and it’s relevance today. They 
included an illustration with their reflection. The 
students were struck to learn how sayings over 
2500 years ago can still hold true today.

Seventh and Eighth grade spend two years 
focused on U.S. History. As they study the past, 
they also begin to see how the present connects 
to the past. Seventh grade has been studying 
the early Presidents and their political outlooks, 
such as Jeffersonian Democracy, and the impact 
those viewpoints still have on the nation today. 
Eighth grade recently learned about the rise 
of the radio, including how companies could 
advertise further and cheaper than ever before, 
which had a huge impact on the economy. They 
also got to create their own radio ads!

Interested in learning how a St. Bartholomew 
Academy can make a difference in your child’s 
life? Call us at 908-322-4265 or email us at 
admissions@stbacademy.org and learn more 
about our programs for grades PK-3 to 8th.
 

We invite children entering PreK-4 through 
entering Gr 4 to join us for the  “Heart of a 
Champion” Outdoor VBS program. This sports-
themed program presents interactive Bible 
stories, art projects, outdoor games, theme-
based songs, and more. All this while carrying 
the powerful message that God the Father, 
Jesus His Son and the Holy Spirit are always 
here to guide us through life!

Registration Forms and details will be available 
soon on our stbartholomewchurch.org website.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

FOR MORE INFO CONTACT CONNIE BORUCH
religioused@stbartholomewchurch.org

JUNE 28-JULY 1, 2021
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“He had spoken out boldly in the name 
of Jesus.”  How will you manifest your 
discipleship? Consider living the Lord’s new 
commandment of love as a priest, deacon, 
sister or brother.  Contact Fr. John or Fr. 
David at  frpaladino@stbartholomewchurch.
org  or 908.322.5192 ext. 114  or  frsantos@
stbartholomewchurch.org  or call ext. 112.  You 
could also speak with Fr. Gino (Fr. Eugenio 
de la Rama) at the Vocation Office at (973) 
313-6190 or  delaraeu@rcan.org.  If you’re 
considering religious life contact Sr. Patricia 
Wormann at  Sr.Patricia.WormannO.P@rcan.
org 

“You’re gonna leave a legacy, no matter 
what you do. It ain’t IF, it’s HOW they 
remember you.” These Rascal Flatts lyrics 
were the inspiration for large and small 
group discussion for our Youth Group last 
week. We talked about legacy and what 
that means to us, to our society and how it 
is represented in the bible. Proverb 13:22, “A 
good person leaves an inheritance to their 
children’s children, but a sinner’s wealth is 
stored up for the righteous.”  Discussion also 
included the legacy of actions and service 
to others.  Our meeting concluded after 
contributing to the Mother’s Day collection. 
We have a few more weeks of activities 
planned. If you are a local high school 
student or recently confirmed, please reach 
out to the Youth Minister for information on 
our next gathering.
FOR MORE INFO CONTACT JENNIFER RYAN

yg@stbartholomewchurch.org

       Help us to Help Others Together We Can

COMMUNITY OUTREACH

FOR MORE INFO CONTACT ELAINE COUPE:
stbcommunityoutreach@stbartholomewchurch.org

Now through May 4th, We are collecting 
items to donate to single mothers in need for 
Mother's Day. Our hope is to show our love 
and appreciation to those moms that need a 
lift. We will be collecting items in the "pantry" 
basket located in front of the Rectory. We are 
seeking the following items:

• Reusable water bottles
• Reusable coffee mugs
• Hand lotion
• Hand sanitizer
• Socks
• Makeup
• Costume jewelry
• Scarves
• Small jar candle
• Tea
• Hard candy
• Chocolate
• Dunkin Donuts gift card
• Handmade Mother's Day card

Veterans and their families are invited to an out-
door BBQ Sunday, May 16th at 3:00pm. Join us 
as we honor your service. If you would like to 
join us, please contact Elaine. 

We need food donated and volunteers to set up 
and serve food to our Vets! If you are interested, 
email Elaine for more information. The events 
will be held on May 16th at Jerseyland Park and 
June 1st at Valley Brook. We need food donated 
and volunteers to help transport and serve. If 
you have a group that would like to make cards 
for our veterans, let Elaine know!

SPF VETERANS INVITED

Scan the QR code to 
sign up to help!

Let's make this a special 
Memorial Day for our 

Veterans! 

Help us make this a special 
Mother's Day for all!

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

On Sunday, May 23, immediately following the 
9:00am Mass, all are invited to celebrate the May 
Crowning of Mary, a yearly Catholic tradition 
that honors our Blessed Mother as Queen 
of Heaven and Earth. Our First Communion 
children will crown her this year! Any First 
Communion children wishing to participate, 
please RSVP to Connie Boruch at religioused@
stbartholomewchurch.org.

MAY CROWNING OF MARY
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A TIME TO HEAL
      PLEASE PRAY        FOR OUR SICK.

RECONCILIATION
Confession is offered every Saturday at 4pm.

WEDDINGS
Archdiocesan policy requires that arrangements 
be made with a parish priest or deacon as soon 

as the engagement is announced.

In the event of serious illness or hospitalization, the rec-
tory should be notified. Visits to the sick and shut-ins are 
made by the priests, deacons and ministers of the Eucha-
rist. It is not necessary for someone to be “gravely ill” to 

receive the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick.

Sacraments, Prayer Intentions & Mass Intentions

WELCOMED HOME BY GOD
Our sympathy and prayers are extended to the families of

Rosemarie Butler
Joseph Fantini

Robert "Bob" Kruthers
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord.

BAPTISMS
Baptisms are celebrated throughout the month 
on Saturdays and Sundays. First-time parents 
are required to complete Baptismal Preparation. 

Please call 908.322.5192.

Sunday, May 2
7:30am  Susan Roberts
 req. by Cynthia McLeavey  
 Steven Provenzano
 req. by Steve & Donna Provenzano 
 & Family
9:00am Nicola Novello
 req. by Danny & Marisa Ferrara 
 Andrew Doyle
 req. by Sherry Family  
10:30am Vivian Sheran
 req. by James Steiman
 Mauro DiNizo
 req. by Laura Del Negro & Family
Noon Fanny & James Iozzi
  req. by son James & Family
 Anne Henry
 req. by Brian & Cindy Searls

Monday, May 3 
6:30am Edmund & Helen Kwiatkowski  
 req. by Tony & Barbara Kwiatkowski
8:30am  James Martin
 req. by Tony & Barbara Kwiatkowski

Tuesday, May 4
6:30am Edward Kwityn
 req. by Amy & Richard Hoffman
8:30am James Long 
 req. by Marysue & Anthony

Please Note:
For privacy reasons and HIPAA regulations, names may 

only be added by members of the immediate family after 
they have received permission of the one who is sick.

Edilberto Agaton Jr.  Elizabeth Barker
Jacob Benedicto Francesca Cafolla 
Rina Conti Louis DiLuzio
 Kathleen "Kay" Duff Tami Eddy 
Palmiro Ferraro Emma Lara 
Nadine Martinson Peter Morgan 
Paul Pettit Joseph Tufaro 
Maureen Vincent   Dolores Waltsak
Franca Zingariello Joe Zingariello

Wednesday, May 5
6:30am Dominick & Nancy Marra
 req. by nieces, MaryAnn & Barbara
8:30am Stephen Atlantic
 req. by Rosary Group

Thursday, May 6
6:30am Dominick & Nancy Marra
 req. by nieces, MaryAnn & Barbara
8:30am Greta Staes
 req. by Mathilda Blahosky
 
Friday, May 7
6:30am Filomena Vespa
 req. by Alex & Rosanna Passucci
8:30am Steven Provenzano
 req. by Edward & Judith Cielinski

Saturday, May 8
8:30am Rita DiDomenico
 req. by Leso Family
5:00pm Mother's Day Novena

Sunday, May 9
7:30am  Mother's Day Novena
9:00am 
10:30am 
Noon 

CONGRATULATIONS!
Louis Edward, son of Nickolas & Alexis Bonadies

Hunter William, son of Francis & Sarah Meade
Jackson Rocco, son of James & Allison Botte

Myles, son of Cleon & Tracy Benjamin
Cecilia Ann, daughter of Daniel & Catherine Roy

Mabel Louella, daughter of Kha-The and Gwen Du
Amelia Louise, daughter of Ernesto & Melissa Cerimele
Noelle Elizabeth, daughter of Steven & Theresa Rossi

Caroline Annette, daughter of Michael & Minnelli De Matos
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If you are an individual, a couple 
or a family that is experiencing 
difficulties, there are counseling 
services available to you. All 
calls are confidential. Fees can 
be adjusted to one’s financial 
situation. Please note, that no one 
will be turned away for an inability 
to pay. Counselors available to you:

Barbara Stumm-Gray, Ed.S.  
p: 908.232.0893

Joseph Ochs, LPC  
p: 732.221.6673

Dina Brue, LCSW  
p: 646.643.5345

Laura Otchy, MS, Ed.S. LPC  
p: 973.580.5930

COUNSELING SERVICES
AVAILABLE

CONTACT US

Rectory/Parish Offices  
Phone: 908.322.5192   
Fax: 908.322.2598

Email: contact@stbartholomewchurch.org

Website: www.stbartholomewchurch.org

Academy Office  
Phone: 908.322.4265   

Fax: 908.322.7065
Email: admissions@stbacademy.org

Website: www.stbacademy.org

MASS AVAILABLE ON TV!
For the home bound Parishioner, 
tune in on Sundays at 10am to 
watch Mass. Comcast channel 34 
or Verizon channel 22.

FOLLOW US ON 
SOCIAL MEDIA

Religious Education Office  
Phone: 908.322.2359   

E: religioused@stbartholomewchurch.org

for daily inspiration 
and all the latest parish 

news and updates!

St. Bartholomew's has part-
nered with Amazon Smile. 
Please remember that while 
you shop consider using smile.
amazon.com. The Amazon 
Smile Foundation will donate 
0.5% of the price of eligible 
purchases to our church. It's no 
additional cost to you! Choose 
St. Bartholomew Church via 
this link: https://smile.ama-
zon.com and start shopping! 
Thank you for your support.

Saturday & Sunday
9am to 2pm

Monday & Tuesday
9am to 7pm

Wednesday, Thursday &
Friday 

9am to 3pm

Rectory Hours

At this time, with Covid, the rectory is NOT 
open for any group meetings. Thank you

@stbartholomew_church

PARISH OFFICE

Paul Milan
PASTORAL ASSOCIATE for 

DIVINE LITURGY and SACRED MUSIC
pmilan@stbartholomewchurch.org    phone ext. 260

Patricia Krema
PASTORAL ASSOCIATE for 

DIVINE LITURGY and ADULT FAITH FORMATION 
pkrema@stbartholomewchurch.org    phone ext. 126

Elaine Coupe
DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY OUTREACH

stbcommunityoutreach@stbartholomewchurch.org    
phone ext. 141

Jennifer Ryan
DIRECTOR OF YOUTH MINISTRY

yg@stbartholomewchurch.org    phone ext. 155

Briana Quigley
INTERIM DIRECTOR OF COMMUNICATIONS
bulletin@stbartholomewchurch.org phone ext. 130

Kathy Kobliska
OFFICE MANAGER

kkobliska@stbartholomewchurch.org    phone ext. 100

Cindy Pitonzo
BUSINESS MANAGER

cpitonzo@stbartholomewchurch.org    phone ext. 129

Dennis Weiss
INTERIM FACILITIES MANAGER

Paulette Coronato
Joseph Dillon

PARISH TRUSTEES

Connie Boruch
PASTORAL ASSOCIATE for 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION and FORMATION
religioused@stbartholomewchurch.org    phone ext. 235

 Rectory Phone: 908.322.5192 

Sandra Carroll
SAFE ENVIRONMENT DIRECTOR

pgc@stbartholomewchurch.org  phone ext. 135

Thinking about spring clean-
ing? Why not streamline your 
offertory and simplify your 
support for St. Bartholomew 
the Apostle and the minis-
tries that mean so much to 
you? Now is a great time to 
make the switch to eGiving 
– you can sign up from your 
computer, smartphone or 
tablet, and set up a recurring 
donation or make a one-time 
gift.Recurring gifts help sus-
tain our parish as we contin-
ue to confront the challenges 
and turmoil sparked by CO-
VID-19, and as we work to re-
open more of our programs, 
services, and ministries for 
our church families and for 
those in need throughout the 
community. Sign up today by 
visiting faith.direct/NJ844, or 
text ‘Enroll’ to 908-324-5627.
Thank you for your continued 
support of our parish family.

@stbartchurch

Stewardship of Treasure
April 25, 2021

Easter 2021 to date   $70,831
Easter 2020   $65,172
Surplus   $5,659

Envelope Collection: $5,877
Faith Direct:  $11,806
TOTAL:   $17,683

THANK YOU FOR 
YOUR SUPPORT!


