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Reflection by Father John Paladino

T he Great Commission is ours as well.

Yesterday is gone. Tomorrow has not yet come. 
We have only today . . . Let us begin!
- St. Teresa of Calcutta

Today we celebrate Christ’s ascension into heaven and his return to his 
Father’s right hand. Soon, we will commemorate the birth of the Church at 
Pentecost. For over six weeks now, we have reflected on the glory of the 
risen Christ, and in the Gospel chosen specifically for today’s feast, Jesus 
gives his great commission to the disciples: Go into the whole world and 
proclaim the gospel to every creature. 

While the Scriptures don’t indicate how far the Apostles traveled other 
than Peter and Paul, tradition has several of them getting as far as modern 
Russia, India, northern Africa, and Asia Minor. Regardless of where they did 
and did not go, they spent the rest of their lives fulfilling Jesus’ final mission 
to go and baptize all who accepted him as the Risen One.

All but John, it is believed, suffered a martyr’s death – the ultimate witness of 
faith. Not a bad track record for a bunch of guys who came across as pretty 
clueless a lot of the time during those three years they traveled with Jesus. 
With a great deal of patience, Jesus molded them into powerful witnesses 
of all they had seen and heard.

By virtue of our baptism, we, too, have been given the same great commission 
to witness our faith in the Risen One. We must not be bashful in sharing our 
faith with anyone who might approach us about what it means to follow 
Jesus. We are guided by the gifts of the Holy Spirit that have been sealed 
upon our hearts. God’s wisdom, God’s strength is our wisdom, our strength, 
for we do not do this on our own, but always in Jesus’ name.

No one is asking for us to stand on a soap box at the corner of walk and 
don’t walk – although some do in fact do this. Rather, it is by going about 
our daily routine with the spiritual awareness that Jesus goes with us into 
every moment, every encounter of our day, if invited to do so. With Jesus at 
our side, we can and need to do this.

Not everyone will be open, not every encounter will be a success. But as 
Saint Teresa of Calcutta is reported to have said, “God is not asking for us to 
be successful; God is asking for us to be faithful.” The dismissal at the end 
of the liturgy is purposeful. We are blessed and we are sent. We are sent to 
spread the Good News that the Risen One, who has ascended to the Father, 
walks with us and is anxious to walk with anyone who invites him into their 
lives.

Please make a gift if you have not already! You may be wondering why we are pushing the 
Archdiocesan Appeal so forcefully. Besides the reality of greater needs throughout the 
Archdiocese, if we don’t reach our goal of $117,029, we have to include the shortfall as an 
expense in our 2022 budget, which would hurt our parish’s financial situation. On a positive 
note, all funds collected in excess of the goal will come back directly to our parish. At this 
time, we have reached $95,559 which is 82% of our goal. We thank you in advance for your 
support in helping us reach 100%!

Please visit rcan.org/sharing, scan the QR code on the left with your smartphone, 
or pick up an envelope in the back of the Church. Thank you in advance!

PLEASE HELP US REACH OUR GOAL!
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ACADEMY OFFICE

Maureen Doherty
DIRECTOR OF ADMISSIONS

admissions@stbacademy.org  908.322.4265 {press 3}

Kimberly Harrigan
ACADEMY PRINCIPAL

sbaprincipal@stbacademy.org  908.322.4265

Academy, Our Parish

Feast of Corpus Christi
Outdoor Celebration

ACADEMY  IN  ACTION

HONORING THE BLESSED MOTHER

The month of May is devoted to the Blessed Mother 
at the Academy, and the students honor Mary in 
various ways.

Last year, due to the pandemic and fully remote 
learning, the Academy was not able to have May 
Crowing at the school. Thankfully, this year, the 
students were able to gather for First Friday Mass and 
have a May Crowning Ceremony. Our second graders 
processed to the statue of the Blessed Mother and 
laid flowers at her feet. Two of our eighth graders 
then crowned Mary.

Prek-3 and Prek-4 had a prayer service and procession 
to visit the statue of Mary in front of the convent. 

The students sang the Hail 
Mary and “O Mary We Crown 
Thee with Blossoms Today.” 
Prek-3 also crafted a decade 
of the rosary out of beads 
and decorated a picture of 
Mary with tissue paper. PreK-
4 made banners for Mary and 
the students will take turns 
crowning the Blessed Mother 
in their classroom. 

The middle school students will be studying the life of 
the Blessed Mother and her impact on the world. The 
sixth grade will have a research assignment where 
they will pick one of the Blessed Mother’s titles; such 
as Our Lady of Lourdes, Our Lady of Fatima, Our 
Lady of Knock. They will research how and why she 
was given those titles. The seventh grade will reflect 
on the qualities of Mary and they will be challenged 
to write about a person in their life who emulates 
those qualities and serves as a “Modern Mary.”

12:00PM  OUTDOOR MASS

1:00PM  EUCHARISTIC PROCESSION
1:30PM  BENEDICTION

FUN & FELLOWSHIP TO FOLLOW!

JUNE 6, 2021
in the St. Bartholomew's Plaza

PLEASE BRING A CHAIR!

Faith

Food

Fun

Join us for an outdoor Mass immediately 
followed by a joyful procession filled with 
music and prayer to honor the Real Presence 
of Jesus Christ in the Eucharist. We invite the 
children who have received their First Holy 
Communion to wear their Communion outfits 
and lead the procession.

FREE Hot Dogs and Ice Cream will be provided!

We will have a Sidewalk Chalk Contest for the 
kids, with prizes for the Top 3! Please bring 
your own lawn chairs for Mass and to sit and 
enjoy the food and music!

Check our website and         
social media for more infor-
mation, including fun ways 

to participate as a family!

FEATURING LIVE MUSIC BY 
GLENN ALEXANDER, 
LEAD GUITARIST OF 
THE ASBURY JUKES!
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“Whoever drinks the water I shall give will never be 
thirsty.”  If you think the Lord may be inviting you 
to carry on His mission as a priest, deacon or in the 
consecrated life, contact Fr. John at  frpaladino@
stbartholomewchurch.org / 908.322.5192 ext. 114  
or Fr. David at frsantos@stbartholomewchurch.
org  / call ext. 112.  You could also speak with Fr. 
Gino (Fr. Eugenio de la Rama) at the Vocation 
Office at (973) 313-6190 or  delaraeu@rcan.org. If 
you’re considering religious life contact Sr. Patricia 
Wormann at Sr.Patricia.WormannO.P@rcan.org 

The end of the year is rapidly approaching. If 
you are a recently confirmed eighth grader, we 
hope to see you at our combination meeting 
on Sunday, May 23 from 5-6. We will be 
waiting for you at the field behind the church. 
We look forward to meeting you. If you are 
a current Youth Group member, or interested 
high school student, we hope that you join us 
for our Retreat Day, July 17, right here on our 
own campus.  Reach out to the Youth Minister 
to learn more about this wonderful event.

FOR MORE INFO CONTACT JENNIFER RYAN
yg@stbartholomewchurch.org

       Help us to Help Others Together We Can

COMMUNITY OUTREACH

FOR MORE INFO CONTACT ELAINE COUPE:
stbcommunityoutreach@stbartholomewchurch.org

FATHERS DAY GRATITUDE BAGS
We will be collecting items to give to the fathers 
that need to hear that they are special too!  We 
will be looking for reusable water bottles, cof-
fee mugs, coffee, shaving cream, razors, candy, 
peanuts, key chain, cologne, socks, new base-
ball caps,  etc. You can start dropping off in the 
basket in front of the Rectory until June 13th.

We need help serving our Vets 
on Tuesday, June 1st up at Valley 
Brook at 3:30pm. If you would like 
to donate food, check out the sign 
up using this QR code, or contact 
Elaine.

SERVING OUR VETS 
THIS MEMORIAL DAY

THE PANTRY NEEDS YOUR HELP!

• Canned meat (tuna, salmon, chicken)
• Shelf Stable Milk
• Peanut Butter & Jelly
• Coffee
• Pancake Mix & Syrup
• Rice
• Canned pastas (ravioli, beefaroni)
• Snacks
• Fruit cups, 
• Toilet paper & Paper towels. 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Classes for Gr 1-8 have come to a close.  Thank you 
to all who participated. Families with students enter-
ing grades 1 – 8, please watch your emails this spring 
for the 2021-2022 Online  Registration.

Thank you for your help in feeding those in 
need!

Our pantry has been very active this year and 
we are in need of some help to fill the shelves 
with the following items:

Altar Servers, Maintenance, Ministers of Hospitality, 
Musicians, and Sacristans: Henry Beversluis, David 
Boruch, Sarah Boruch, Lisa Brokaw, Heimir Capati, 
Jennifer Cherubini,  Mary Coca, Darlene Coronato, 
Christine Dencker, Nancy Fela, Jon DiFiore, Megan 
Fernandez, Chris Gomez, Lorne Graham, Olfary 
Gutierrez, Marcia Hack, Brooke Hamel, Joseph 
Haverlock, Chris Hughes, Adam Matos, Shannon 
McGovern, Maria Moloney, Josh Monge, Kristina 
Nitro, Theo Nitro, Therese Nitro, Patrick O’Brien, 
Ryan Pierson, Denice Schmidt Brian Timmons, 
Tonya Tone, Jackie Tumolo | Camera Operator and 
Live streaming: Briana Quigley, Gabriel Carrascoso 
| Liturgy Preparation and Planning, Digital and 
Print Media: Paul Milan, Pat Krema | Seminarian: 
Chris Hughes | Religious Education Administrative 
Assistant: Anne Rogalin | Pastoral Associate for 
Religious Education and Formation: Connie Boruch

Thank You to all who helped in making 
the Confirmation services and 

First Eucharist Masses so special!

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
JUNE 28-JULY 1

We invite children of St. Bartholomew's Parish and 
Academy, entering PreK-4 through entering Gr 4 to 
join us for the “Heart of a Champion” Outdoor VBS 
program. This sports-themed program presents in-
teractive Bible stories, art projects, outdoor games, 
theme-based songs, and more. Registration is open 
on our website, along with further details.

FOR MORE INFO CONTACT CONNIE BORUCH: 
religioused@stbartholomewchurch.org
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A TIME TO HEAL
      PLEASE PRAY        FOR OUR SICK.

In the event of serious illness or hospitalization, the rec-
tory should be notified. Visits to the sick and shut-ins are 
made by the priests, deacons and ministers of the Eucha-
rist. It is not necessary for someone to be “gravely ill” to 

receive the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick.

Sacraments, Prayer Intentions & Mass Intentions

WELCOMED HOME BY GOD
Our sympathy and prayers are extended to the families of

Deborah Villa Lasher
Dorothy Simpson

Margaret Sylvester
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord.

Sunday, May 16
FEAST OF THE ASCENSION
7:30am  Ryan O'Korn
 req. by Frank & Martha Marino
 Ron Turbyfill
 req. by Maureen & Bob LaCosta
9:00am Masuko Colgate
 req. by Michael & Josephine Walsh
 Stefan Kaszycki
 req. by Mike & Megan McLoughlin
10:30am Filippo Del Negro
 req. by Peter & Maria DiNizo
 Angelo D'Amico
 req. by Peter & Maria DiNizo
Noon James Bardwil
 req. by Terry & Micheal Michalison
 Carole Scerbo
 req. by Rosemarie & Tony Giglio
Monday, May 17 
6:30am Susan T. Witkoski
 req. by Paul & Chris Milan
8:30am  Dr. Arlindo de Sooza
 req. by the Fenandoe Family
Tuesday, May 18
6:30am Pauline & Henry Porto
 req. by Carole, Mary Ann & Barbara
8:30am Dolores E. Galace
 req. by Amy Potian
Wednesday, May 19
6:30am Doris Hynes
 req. by Mary Smith & Family
8:30am Ginger Rachko
 req. by Ginger

Please Note:
For privacy reasons and HIPAA regulations, names may 

only be added by members of the immediate family after 
they have received permission of the one who is sick.

Edilberto Agaton Jr.  Elizabeth Barker
Jacob Benedicto Francesca Cafolla 
Rina Conti Kathleen "Kay" Duff 
Tami Eddy Palmiro Ferraro 
Emma Lara Nadine Martinson 
Peter Morgan Paul Pettit 
Joseph Tufaro Maureen Vincent   
Dolores Waltsak Franca Zingariello 
Joe Zingariello

Thursday, May 20
6:30am Ruthann Pettorino
 req. by Isaura Warren
8:30am Sheila Blom
 req. by her husband, Albert 
Friday, May 21
6:30am Ruthann Pettorino
 req. by Susan & Robert Raiok
8:30am Josephine Monley
 req. by Ginger Gordon
Saturday, May 22
8:30am Egonia Bonoan
 req. by the Skara Family
5:00pm Maria Checchio
 req. by Vittorio & Rina Passucci
 Angelo Pelosi
 req. by Vittorio & Rina Passucci
Sunday, May 23 
7:30am  Lucia Bonavitacola
 req. by Loving Family
 Harriet Dannavig
 req. by Maureen & Bob LaCosta
9:00am Maria Checchio
 req. by Peter & Maria DiNizo
 Richard Pryde
 req. by Michael & Josephine Walsh
 Nancy Otchy
 req. by her husband, Tom
10:30am Peloso Angelo
 req. by Giovanni & Costanza Passucci
 Anthoni Della Ventura
 req. by Giovanni & Costanza Passucci
Noon Ritia DeSena
 req. by Nina & Madeline DeNicola
 Donna Fantini
 req. by Al Fantini & Family

RECONCILIATION
Confession is offered every Saturday at 4pm.

WEDDINGS

Archdiocesan policy requires that arrangements 
be made with a parish priest or deacon as soon 

as the engagement is announced.

BAPTISMS

Baptisms are celebrated throughout the month 
on Saturdays and Sundays. First-time parents 
are required to complete Baptismal Preparation. 

Registration in advance is required. 
Please call 908.322.5192.
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If you are an individual, a couple 
or a family that is experiencing 
difficulties, there are counseling 
services available to you. All 
calls are confidential. Fees can 
be adjusted to one’s financial 
situation. Please note, that no one 
will be turned away for an inability 
to pay. Counselors available to you:

Barbara Stumm-Gray, Ed.S.  
p: 908.232.0893

Joseph Ochs, LPC  
p: 732.221.6673

Dina Brue, LCSW  
p: 646.643.5345

Laura Otchy, MS, Ed.S. LPC  
p: 973.580.5930

COUNSELING SERVICES
AVAILABLE

CONTACT US

Rectory/Parish Offices  
Phone: 908.322.5192   
Fax: 908.322.2598

Email: contact@stbartholomewchurch.org

Website: www.stbartholomewchurch.org

Academy Office  
Phone: 908.322.4265   

Fax: 908.322.7065
Email: admissions@stbacademy.org

Website: www.stbacademy.org

MASS AVAILABLE ON TV!
For the home bound Parishioner, 
tune in on Sundays at 10am to 
watch Mass. Comcast channel 34 
or Verizon channel 22.

FOLLOW US ON 
SOCIAL MEDIA

Religious Education Office  
Phone: 908.322.2359   

E: religioused@stbartholomewchurch.org

for daily inspiration 
and all the latest parish 

news and updates!

St. Bartholomew's has part-
nered with Amazon Smile. 
Please remember that while 
you shop consider using smile.
amazon.com. The Amazon 
Smile Foundation will donate 
0.5% of the price of eligible 
purchases to our church. It's no 
additional cost to you! Choose 
St. Bartholomew Church via 
this link: https://smile.ama-
zon.com and start shopping! 
Thank you for your support.

Saturday & Sunday
9am to 2pm

Monday & Tuesday
9am to 7pm

Wednesday, Thursday &
Friday 

9am to 3pm

Rectory Hours

At this time, with Covid, the rectory is NOT 
open for any group meetings. Thank you

@stbartholomew_church

PARISH OFFICE

Paul Milan
PASTORAL ASSOCIATE for 

DIVINE LITURGY and SACRED MUSIC
pmilan@stbartholomewchurch.org    phone ext. 260

Patricia Krema
PASTORAL ASSOCIATE for 

DIVINE LITURGY and ADULT FAITH FORMATION 
pkrema@stbartholomewchurch.org    phone ext. 126

Elaine Coupe
DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY OUTREACH

stbcommunityoutreach@stbartholomewchurch.org    
phone ext. 141

Jennifer Ryan
DIRECTOR OF YOUTH MINISTRY

yg@stbartholomewchurch.org    phone ext. 155

Briana Quigley
INTERIM DIRECTOR OF COMMUNICATIONS
bulletin@stbartholomewchurch.org phone ext. 130

Kathy Kobliska
OFFICE MANAGER

kkobliska@stbartholomewchurch.org    phone ext. 100

Cindy Pitonzo
BUSINESS MANAGER

cpitonzo@stbartholomewchurch.org    phone ext. 129

Dennis Weiss
INTERIM FACILITIES MANAGER

Paulette Coronato
Joseph Dillon

PARISH TRUSTEES

Connie Boruch
PASTORAL ASSOCIATE for 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION and FORMATION
religioused@stbartholomewchurch.org    phone ext. 235

 Rectory Phone: 908.322.5192 

Sandra Carroll
SAFE ENVIRONMENT DIRECTOR

pgc@stbartholomewchurch.org  phone ext. 135

Thinking about spring clean-
ing? Why not streamline your 
offertory and simplify your 
support for St. Bartholomew 
the Apostle and the minis-
tries that mean so much to 
you? Now is a great time to 
make the switch to eGiving 
– you can sign up from your 
computer, smartphone or 
tablet, and set up a recurring 
donation or make a one-time 
gift.Recurring gifts help sus-
tain our parish as we contin-
ue to confront the challenges 
and turmoil sparked by CO-
VID-19, and as we work to re-
open more of our programs, 
services, and ministries for 
our church families and for 
those in need throughout the 
community. Sign up today by 
visiting faith.direct/NJ844, or 
text ‘Enroll’ to 908-324-5627.
Thank you for your continued 
support of our parish family.

@stbartchurch

Stewardship of Treasure
May 2, 2021

Archdiocesan   $2,720
Assessment   

Envelope Collection: $ 8,158
Faith Direct:  $10,070
TOTAL:    $18,228

THANK YOU FOR 
YOUR SUPPORT!


