
We, the Roman Catholic Community of 
St. Bartholomew the Apostle, are brought 
together by Jesus, as we recognize His 
presence among us in Word, Sacrament and 
each other. Through the grace of the Holy 
Spirit and the intercession of the Blessed 
Mother, we accept Jesus’ invitation to be His 
disciples by using our time, talent and treasure 
for the benefit of all. 
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SATURDAY, MAY 29
4:00pm Confessions -  Fr. Paladino
5:00pm Vigil Mass - Fr. Santos

SUNDAY, MAY 30
7:30am - Fr. Santos
9:00am - Msgr. Guenther
10:30am - Fr. Hanly
NooN - Fr. Paladino
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Reflection by Father John Paladino

As God's People, we celebrate the gift of the 
Holy Spirit who continues to guide us in our 
discernment.

"The Holy Spirit comes where He is loved, 
where He is invited, where He is expected."
- St. Bonaventure

Today’s Gospel passage comes from Saint John’s Last Supper narrative. Jesus, knowing that he is about to die 
and return to the Father, promises his disciples that he will send the Advocate/Holy Spirit to assist them. While 
he has revealed much to his disciples in the time they have been together, he has much more to tell. Faith is 
an ongoing response to God’s revelation to us – a lifelong journey. The Spirit will be a continuing presence to 
them, guiding them to all truth.

Before he ascended, Jesus had told his disciples to remain in Jerusalem until they 
received the promise of the Spirit (Acts 1:4). Thus it is that we find that Jesus’ 
disciples, who were observant Jews, were all in one place together on Pentecost. 
This group includes not only the Apostles but also some women, and Mary, the 
mother of Jesus, and his brothers (Acts 1:14). We see the Church in its earliest 
form, consisting of those who were with Jesus during his public ministry who 
can serve as eyewitnesses. But with the aid of the Spirit their numbers begin to 
increase.

On Pentecost they were all filled with the Holy Spirit. They proceeded to speak 
in different languages, so that a large crowd from many nations, gathered 
in Jerusalem for the feast, heard them speaking in their own tongues. As God 
divided the nations at Babel, so now the Holy Spirit unites them so that they 
all might hear the Gospel the disciples are proclaiming. This leads to many in 
the crowd embracing the Good News of Jesus and being baptized. The budding 
Church of Christ began to grow, and with the power, guidance, and protection of 
the Holy Spirit her mission of revealing to the world the Gospel of Christ spread to 
all nations. We here today are heirs to that Pentecostal moment, and to the life in 
the Spirit the early Christians proclaimed and passed on.

This proclamation is found in some of its best form in the words of Saint Paul 
today. He encourages the Galatians to live by the Spirit. The Holy Spirit, given 
to us in baptism, assists us in following God’s commands. A life guided by the 
Spirit bears good fruit: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, 
gentleness, [and] self-control. Of all the things we could “produce” in our lives, 
why would we seek to do anything other than that which allows us to bring these 
good fruits into the world? 

The Holy Spirit changed the world, and we are not so small that he cannot change us. For help against the 
desires of the flesh and the immorality, selfishness, jealousy, and outbursts of fury that arise from them, there 
is no better Advocate than the Spirit. As the Spirit sanctifies the Church, may he sanctify each one of us, and 
guide us in our lives of discipleship.

Please make a gift if you have not already! You may be wondering why we are pushing the 
Archdiocesan Appeal so forcefully. Besides the reality of greater needs throughout the 
Archdiocese, if we don’t reach our goal of $117,029, we have to include the shortfall as an 
expense in our 2022 budget, which would hurt our parish’s financial situation. On a positive 
note, all funds collected in excess of the goal will come back directly to our parish. At this 
time, we have reached $95,559 which is 82% of our goal. We thank you in advance for your 
support in helping us reach 100%!

Please visit rcan.org/sharing, scan the QR code on the left with your smartphone, 
or pick up an envelope in the back of the Church. Thank you in advance!

PLEASE HELP US REACH OUR GOAL!
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ACADEMY OFFICE

Maureen Doherty
DIRECTOR OF ADMISSIONS

admissions@stbacademy.org  908.322.4265 {press 3}

Kimberly Harrigan
ACADEMY PRINCIPAL

sbaprincipal@stbacademy.org  908.322.4265

Academy, Our Parish

ACADEMY  IN  ACTION

WRITING HONORS 
& GOLFING GENEROSITY

Eighth grade students Justin Klein and Anthony Kwi-
atkowski were honored for their participation in the 
Patriot’s Pen Essay Contest sponsored by the Vet-
erans of Foreign Wars. On Friday, May 7, 2021, the 
Chairman of the contest, Joseph McCourt of VFW 
Memorial Post 10122 in Scotch Plains-Fanwood, pre-
sented the students with a Certificate of Achieve-
ment and monetary awards. Justin Klein placed first 
at the local level, going on to earn third place at the 
District level. Anthony Kwiatkowski placed third at 
the local level. 

The Patriot's Pen 
Essay Writing 
Contest is de-
signed to give 
students the op-
portunity to ex-
press their views 
on democracy, 
with the prospect 
of winning cash 
prizes and other 
awards. The topic this year was "What is Patriotism 
to Me?"  Ms. Kimberly Harrigan, the Academy Prin-
cipal, stated: “Writing has always been a strength at 
the Academy. We are so proud that each year our 
eighth graders consistently achieve an honor at the 
local level and go on to compete at the District level. 
We look forward to seeing the continued success of 
both boys as Justin starts St. Peter’s Prep and An-
thony starts St. Joseph’s High School this fall.”

The Annual Golf outing was a great success, raising 
over $40,000! A new scholarship was introduced 
honoring one of the golf outing founders: The Theo-
dore Schiller Student- Athlete Award. The award was 
created by Mr. Bill Feinstein of Planet Honda, a gener-
ous donor to both the Academy and the Church and 
long-time golf outing participant. The donation of 
$20,000 will fund a $1,000 award each year to an 8th 
grader who demonstrates the qualities Mr. Schiller 
demonstrated as a student at St. Bartholomew and 
continues to exemplify: intelligence, integrity, ath-
leticism, and community service. We are profoundly 
grateful to the generosity of Mr. Feinstein and the 
commitment to Catholic education he and Mr. Schil-
ler have shown over the years.

HAPPY ORDINATION 
ANNIVERSARY

Please join us in congratulating Fr. John as he 
celebrates his 30th Anniversary as a Priest on 
May 25th! 

This week, Fr. Santos celebrates 9 years, Msgr. 
Guenther celebrates 59 years, and Fr. Hanly cel-
ebrates 54 years. We are blessed by the love 
and guidance of our shepherds and by their 
faithfulness to God's Church and especially to 
our St. Bartholomew community.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
JUNE 28-JULY 1

We invite children of St. Bartholomew's Parish and 
Academy, entering PreK-4 through entering Gr 4 to 
join us for the “Heart of a Champion” Outdoor VBS 
program. This sports-themed program presents in-
teractive Bible stories, art projects, outdoor games, 
theme-based songs, and more. Cost is $25 per 
child or $50 for two or more siblings. Registration 
is open on our website, along with further details.

FOR MORE INFO CONTACT CONNIE BORUCH: 
religioused@stbartholomewchurch.org

Gracious and 
loving God, we 
thank your for 
the gift of our 
priests. Through 
them, we ex-
perience your 
presence in the 
s a c r a m e n t s . 
Help our priests 

to be strong in their vocation. Set their souls on 
fire with love for your people. Grant them the 
wisdom, understanding, and strength they need 
to follow in the footsteps of Jesus. Inspire them 
with the vision of your Kingdom. Give them 
the words they need to spread the Gospel. Al-
low them to experience joy in their ministry. 
Help them to become instruments of your di-
vine grace. We ask this through Christ our Lord: 
Amen.

Together we offer a prayer of thanksgiving for 
our priests, that God's grace would continue to 
strengthen them in their vocations:
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“He will guide you to all truth.”  Is the Holy Spirit 
preparing you to share the Lord’s mission as a 
priest, deacon or in the consecrated life?  Contact 
Fr. John at  frpaladino@stbartholomewchurch.
org / 908.322.5192 ext. 114  or Fr. David at 
frsantos@stbartholomewchurch.org  / call ext. 
112.  You could also speak with Fr. Gino (Fr. 
Eugenio de la Rama) at the Vocation Office at 
(973) 313-6190 or  delaraeu@rcan.org. If you’re 
considering religious life contact Sr. Patricia 
Wormann at Sr.Patricia.WormannO.P@rcan.
org 

It was wonderful to have a few of our alumni 
return for our meeting last week. They 
joined us in conversation, prayer, and a 
variation of dodgeball. If you are a local high 
school student, or will be in September, join 
us Sunday, May 23 for our last gathering 
outside the back of the church from 5-6pm.  
Come and see what we are all about and 
meet our leaders and members. Though 
our year is coming to close, it is never too 
late to get on our information distribution 
list. Reach out to the Youth Minister get 
the most up to date gathering information. 
Hope to see you all soon!
FOR MORE INFO CONTACT JENNIFER RYAN

yg@stbartholomewchurch.org

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Classes for Gr 1-8 have come to a close.  Thank 
you to all who participated. Families with stu-
dents entering grades 1 – 8, please watch your 
emails this spring for the 2021-2022 Online  
Registration.

       Help us to Help Others Together We Can

COMMUNITY OUTREACH

FOR MORE INFO CONTACT ELAINE COUPE:
stbcommunityoutreach@stbartholomewchurch.org

FATHERS DAY GRATITUDE BAGS
We will be collecting items to give to the fathers 
that need to hear that they are special too!  We 
will be looking for reusable water bottles, cof-
fee mugs, coffee, shaving cream, razors, candy, 
peanuts, key chain, cologne, socks, new base-
ball caps,  etc. You can start dropping off in the 
basket in front of the Rectory until June 13th.

We need help serving our Vets 
on Tuesday, June 1st up at Valley 
Brook at 3:30pm. If you would like 
to donate food, check out the sign 
up using this QR code, or contact 
Elaine.

HELP US SERVE OUR VETERANS 
THIS MEMORIAL DAY

THE PANTRY NEEDS YOUR HELP!

• Canned meat (tuna, salmon, chicken)
• Shelf Stable Milk
• Peanut Butter & Jelly
• Coffee
• Pancake Mix & Syrup
• Rice
• Canned pastas (ravioli, beefaroni)
• Snacks
• Fruit cups, 
• Toilet paper & Paper towels. 

Thank you for your help in feeding those in 
need!

Our pantry has been very active this year and 
we are in need of some help to fill the shelves 
with the following items:

A Very Special Thank You - to our volunteers 
that helped to host our Hometown Hero Veter-
ans this weekend. We are grateful to those who 
baked goods to those who set up and served. 
Thank you to Rossi Funeral Home for donating 
the Veteran Hats for gifts and Bill Kleemeyer 
from Swine Time for feeding the troops! To-
gether we honored our Veterans for their ser-
vice to our country.  

FOR MORE INFO CONTACT CONNIE BORUCH: 
religioused@stbartholomewchurch.org
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A TIME TO HEAL

      PLEASE PRAY        FOR OUR SICK.

In the event of serious illness or hospitalization, the 
rectory should be notified. Visits to the sick and shut-
ins are made by the priests, deacons and ministers of 
the Eucharist. It is not necessary for someone to be 
“gravely ill” to receive the Sacrament of the Anointing 
of the Sick.

Sacraments, Prayer Intentions & Mass Intentions

Sunday, May 23 
7:30am  Lucia Bonavitacola
 req. by Loving Family
 Harriet Dannavig
 req. by Maureen & Bob LaCosta
9:00am Maria Checchio
 req. by Peter & Maria DiNizo
 Richard Pryde
 req. by Michael & Josephine Walsh
 Nancy Otchy
 req. by her husband, Tom
10:30am Peloso Angelo
 req. by Giovanni & Costanza Passucci
 Anthoni Della Ventura
 req. by Giovanni & Costanza Passucci
Noon Ritia DeSena
 req. by Nina & Madeline DeNicola
 Donna Fantini
 req. by Al Fantini & Family
Monday, May 24 
6:30am Kenny Blom
 req. by Mary Smith & Family
8:30am  Cowles Stewart
 req. by the Meylor Family
Tuesday, May 25
6:30am Philip C. Merletto
 req. by James & Maureen Meylor
8:30am Nicola "Nick" Novello (1st Anniversary)
 req. by his Loving Wife, Lena & Family
Wednesday, May 26
6:30am Bernard Walsh
 req. by Robert McCabb
8:30am Nicola "Nick" Novello
 req. by Paul & Kathy Kobliska

Please Note:
For privacy reasons and HIPAA regulations, names 
may only be added by members of the immediate 
family after they have received permission of the one 
who is sick.

Edilberto Agaton Jr.  Elizabeth Barker
Jacob Benedicto Francesca Cafolla 
Rina Conti Kathleen "Kay" Duff 
Tami Eddy Palmiro Ferraro 
Emma Lara Nadine Martinson 
Peter Morgan Paul Pettit 
Joseph Tufaro Maureen Vincent   
Dolores Waltsak Melinda Williams
Franca Zingariello Joe Zingariello

Thursday, May 27
6:30am John D'Orlando
 req. by Marisa, Jim & Felicia
8:30am Janek Anthony Skutnik
 req. by Mary Jo Skutnik 
Friday, May 28
6:30am Edwin Kwityn
 req. by Michael & Kelly Surbrug
8:30am Kathryn Thornton
 req. by Gene & Yolanda Schiller
Saturday, May 29
8:30am Elinor Scimeme
 req. by daughter Nanette & Family
5:00pm Anthony Parenti
 req. by Parenti/Fela Family
 Mary Bush
 req. by the Pierson Family
Sunday, May 30
7:30am  Dennis Sczaba
 req. by Donna Iasello
 Filomena Vespa
 req. by the Aagaard Family
9:00am Mary Simone
 req. by Dr. & Mrs. Nicholas Santoriello
 Josephine Glennon
 req. by the Nobille Family
10:30am Louis Jose de Souza
 req. by Fenandoe Family
 John W. Dietrich, Jr.
 req. by his Wife & Family
Noon Nicola "Nick" Novello
 req. by Al Fantini
 Robert Sherry
 req. by the Sherry Family

RECONCILIATION
Confession is offered every Saturday at 4pm.

WEDDINGS

Archdiocesan policy requires that arrangements 
be made with a parish priest or deacon as soon 

as the engagement is announced.

BAPTISMS

Baptisms are celebrated throughout the month 
on Saturdays and Sundays. First-time parents 
are required to complete Baptismal Preparation. 

Registration in advance is required. 
Please call 908.322.5192.
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If you are an individual, a couple 
or a family that is experiencing 
difficulties, there are counseling 
services available to you. All 
calls are confidential. Fees can 
be adjusted to one’s financial 
situation. Please note, that no one 
will be turned away for an inability 
to pay. Counselors available to you:

Barbara Stumm-Gray, Ed.S.  
p: 908.232.0893

Joseph Ochs, LPC  
p: 732.221.6673

Dina Brue, LCSW  
p: 646.643.5345

Laura Otchy, MS, Ed.S. LPC  
p: 973.580.5930

COUNSELING SERVICES
AVAILABLE

CONTACT US

Rectory/Parish Offices  
Phone: 908.322.5192   
Fax: 908.322.2598

Email: contact@stbartholomewchurch.org

Website: www.stbartholomewchurch.org

Academy Office  
Phone: 908.322.4265   

Fax: 908.322.7065
Email: admissions@stbacademy.org

Website: www.stbacademy.org

MASS AVAILABLE ON TV!
For the home bound Parishioner, 
tune in on Sundays at 10am to 
watch Mass. Comcast channel 34 
or Verizon channel 22.

FOLLOW US ON 
SOCIAL MEDIA

Religious Education Office  
Phone: 908.322.2359   

E: religioused@stbartholomewchurch.org

for daily inspiration 
and all the latest parish 

news and updates!

St. Bartholomew's has part-
nered with Amazon Smile. 
Please remember that while 
you shop consider using smile.
amazon.com. The Amazon 
Smile Foundation will donate 
0.5% of the price of eligible 
purchases to our church. It's no 
additional cost to you! Choose 
St. Bartholomew Church via 
this link: https://smile.ama-
zon.com and start shopping! 
Thank you for your support.

Saturday & Sunday
9am to 2pm

Monday & Tuesday
9am to 7pm

Wednesday, Thursday &
Friday 

9am to 3pm

Rectory Hours

At this time, with Covid, the rectory is NOT 
open for any group meetings. Thank you

@stbartholomew_church

PARISH OFFICE

Paul Milan
PASTORAL ASSOCIATE for 

DIVINE LITURGY and SACRED MUSIC
pmilan@stbartholomewchurch.org    phone ext. 260

Patricia Krema
PASTORAL ASSOCIATE for 

DIVINE LITURGY and ADULT FAITH FORMATION 
pkrema@stbartholomewchurch.org    phone ext. 126

Elaine Coupe
DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY OUTREACH

stbcommunityoutreach@stbartholomewchurch.org    
phone ext. 141

Jennifer Ryan
DIRECTOR OF YOUTH MINISTRY

yg@stbartholomewchurch.org    phone ext. 155

Briana Quigley
INTERIM DIRECTOR OF COMMUNICATIONS
bulletin@stbartholomewchurch.org phone ext. 130

Kathy Kobliska
OFFICE MANAGER

kkobliska@stbartholomewchurch.org    phone ext. 100

Cindy Pitonzo
BUSINESS MANAGER

cpitonzo@stbartholomewchurch.org    phone ext. 129

Dennis Weiss
INTERIM FACILITIES MANAGER

Paulette Coronato
Joseph Dillon

PARISH TRUSTEES

Connie Boruch
PASTORAL ASSOCIATE for 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION and FORMATION
religioused@stbartholomewchurch.org    phone ext. 235

 Rectory Phone: 908.322.5192 

Sandra Carroll
SAFE ENVIRONMENT DIRECTOR

pgc@stbartholomewchurch.org  phone ext. 135

Thinking about spring clean-
ing? Why not streamline your 
offertory and simplify your 
support for St. Bartholomew 
the Apostle and the minis-
tries that mean so much to 
you? Now is a great time to 
make the switch to eGiving 
– you can sign up from your 
computer, smartphone or 
tablet, and set up a recurring 
donation or make a one-time 
gift.Recurring gifts help sus-
tain our parish as we contin-
ue to confront the challenges 
and turmoil sparked by CO-
VID-19, and as we work to re-
open more of our programs, 
services, and ministries for 
our church families and for 
those in need throughout the 
community. Sign up today by 
visiting faith.direct/NJ844, or 
text ‘Enroll’ to 908-324-5627.
Thank you for your continued 
support of our parish family.

@stbartchurch

Stewardship of Treasure
May 16, 2021

Envelope Collection: $ 7,979
Faith Direct:  $10,070
TOTAL:    $18,049

THANK YOU FOR 
YOUR SUPPORT!


