
We, the Roman Catholic Community of 
St. Bartholomew the Apostle, are brought 
together by Jesus, as we recognize His 
presence among us in Word, Sacrament and 
each other. Through the grace of the Holy 
Spirit and the intercession of the Blessed 
Mother, we accept Jesus’ invitation to be 
His disciples by using our time, talent and 
treasure for the benefit of all. 

Rev. John J. Paladino, K.H.S.

Rev. Msgr. Donald E. Guenther
Rev. Michael A. Hanly

908.322.5192  ext. 114 
frpaladino@stbartholomewchurch.org

AUGUST 15, 2021

SATURDAY, AUGUST 21
4:00pm Confessions -  Fr. Paladino
5:00pm Vigil Mass - Fr. Paladino

SUNDAY, AUGUST 22
7:30am - Msgr. Guenther
9:00am - Fr. Paladino
10:30am - Fr. Hanly
NooN - Fr. Ortiz

OUR PARISH MISSION

2032 WESTFIELD AVENUE, 
SCOTCH PLAINS, NJ 07076   

PHONE: 908.322.5192   
WWW.STBARTHOLOMEWCHURCH.ORG

MASS SCHEDULE

PASTOR

IN RESIDENCE

Deacon Matthew Gonzalez
Deacon Robert Gurske

Deacon Donald Hessemer

DEACONS
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F rom beginning to end, Mary's life 
was one of faith and prayer.

Mary's greatness consists in the fact that 
she wants to magnify GOD, not HERSELF.

- Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI

Today we celebrate the fact that Mary was assumed, body and 
soul, into heaven. Christians in both the East and the West have 
a long tradition of celebrating the dormition (“falling asleep”) 
of Mary. In large part because of these long-standing liturgical 
traditions, Pope Pius XII defined the doctrine of the Assumption 
of Mary on Nov. 1, 1950. In his encyclical Munificentissimus Deus 
(Generous God), he also cited Mary’s intimate connection with 
her Son – the new Adam – and his victory over sin and death.

To understand the end of Mary’s life, one will have to fully appreciate 
the beginning of it. From the moment of her conception by Saint 
Anne and Saint Joachim, Mary was free from sin. [We celebrate 
this on Dec. 8.] The Holy Spirit was preparing her by his grace so 
that she would be capable of welcoming the Son of God (CCC 
722). Years later, when the Angel Gabriel approached this young 
maiden from Nazareth, her obedient “yes” was made possible by 
her deep faith.

Convinced that nothing will be impossible for God (Lk 1:37), Mary 
sets off to visit her cousin, Elizabeth. In today’s Gospel, Elizabeth 
names Mary as blessed among women and identifies her as the 
mother of my Lord. Indeed, the baby in her womb who leaped for 
joy was destined to become the greatest prophet to recognize 
the Messiah (CCC 523) – John the Baptist.

And how does Mary respond to her cousin’s greeting? She 
responds in prayer. My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord; 
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior for he has looked on his lowly 
servant. From this day all generations will call me blessed: the 
Almighty has done great things for me and holy is his Name. She 
gives all the glory to God! She goes on to name all that God has 
done to raise up the lowly. This must have been typical of Mary. 
If prayer is communion with God, she must have developed a 
life-long habit of prayer; and when she is in ultimate communion 
with the God she was carrying in her womb, how much easier it 
was to sing God’s praise. This “Magnificat,” or “Canticle of Mary,” 
is one of the most ancient Christian hymns. It is modeled after 
similar songs of praise in the Old Testament. We still use it in our 
liturgies, particularly at Evening Prayer.

Our life of faith, too, must be sustained in prayer – both personal 
and communal prayer. Our participation in the liturgy both 
expresses and nourishes our faith (CCC 1123). Making time in 
our day for personal prayer, too, enables us to appreciate God’s 
abiding presence and places us in deeper communion with him. If 
we follow Mary’s example – a routine of prayer, a habit of praise, 
and a total submission to God’s will – we will join in her heavenly 
reward.

Mary set out and traveled to the hill country 
in haste to a town of Judah, where she en-
tered the house of Zechariah and greeted 
Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary’s 
greeting, the infant leaped in her womb, 
and Elizabeth, filled with the Holy Spirit, 
cried out in a loud voice and said, “Blessed 
are you among women, and blessed is the 
fruit of your womb. And how does this 
happen to me, that the mother of my Lord 
should come to me? For at the moment 
the sound of your greeting reached my 
ears, the infant in my womb leaped for joy. 
Blessed are you who believed that what 
was spoken to you by the Lord would be 
fulfilled.”

And Mary said: “My soul proclaims the 
greatness of the Lord, my spirit rejoices 
in God my Savior for he has looked with 
favor on his lowly servant. From this day 
all generations will call me blessed: the 
Almighty has done great things for me 
and holy is his Name. He has mercy on 
those who fear him in every generation. 
He has shown the strength of his arm, and 
has scattered the proud in their conceit. 
He has cast down the mighty from their 
thrones, and has lifted up the lowly. He 
has filled the hungry with good things, 
and the rich he has sent away empty. He 
has come to the help of his servant Israel 
for he has remembered his promise of mer-
cy, the promise he made to our fathers, to 
Abraham and his children forever.”

Mary remained with her about three 
months and then returned to her home.

TODAY'S GOSPEL
Luke 1:39-56
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REGISTRATION

Registration is now available on 
our website. Please go to the 
Faith Formation tab on our web-
site for more information, sched-
ules, and the registration link.

COST

The cost per family is $225 for 
the year.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

Volunteers are needed to help as 
small group leaders, aides, hall 
monitors, hospitality, and the set 
up team. Please visit the Faith 
Formation tab to sign up.

INFORMATION SESSION

A Zoom info session will be of-
fered by Steven Serafin on 
Wednesday, Aug. 18 at 7pm to 
answer any questions you may 
have. Please watch for a Floc-
knote email or check our website 
for the Zoom link.

Our new Ignite Confirmation preparation initiative 
seeks to inspire those preparing for The Sacrament 
of Confirmation. Ignite will help unpack the journey 
of faith, identify how the Spirit is at work in our lives 
and what it means to be a disciple of Jesus Christ. 
This new initiative involves learning, sharing, serving, 
fellowship, spiritual growth, and fun! Confirmation is 
a two-year process open to anyone in 7th grade or 
older. Our new Director of Confirmation is Carla Kelly, 
ckelly@stbartholomewchurch.org.

SCHEDULE

First year Confirmation students should follow the 
Confirmation 1 schedule and second year students 
should follow the Confirmation 2 schedule. Check the 
schedule boxes on the right for the list of dates. 
Both groups will meet on Sundays from 4-6:30pm.

REGISTRATION & COST

There are no registration fees for Confirmation 
preparation. As families approach the Sacrament, a 
donation is encouraged.

Schedule A
Confirmation 2

Oct. 3 
Nov. 14 
Jan. 9 
Feb. 13 
Mar 6 
April 3

One of the most important lessons 
that this past year has emphasized 
is the importance of family in the 
handing on and building of faith. 
Over this next year, the Universal 
Church is prioritizing listening to and 
accompanying the family. This new 
program seeks to do just that for the 
St. Bart’s Community.

All 1st – 6th-grade families will be 
invited to attend one session a month. 
At least one parent is required to 
attend with their children, but both 
are highly encouraged to attend. 
The sessions will run two and a half 
hours, beginning with Mass, followed 
by a welcome and introduction to the 
theme for the month. Then we will 
split up into age-appropriate groups 
for a deeper dive into that topic. We 
will also break open our theme with 
all of our parents, providing skills to 
help support your families practically 
and in developing their faith at home. 
We will conclude as a large group 
with a family activity/experience.

ABOUT THE PROGRAM

Scan the QR code for more 
information and registra-
tion or visit our website and 

click on Faith Formation.

SCHEDULE FOR FAMILY FAITH 
FORMATION & CONFIRMATION

Schedule B
Confirmation 1

Oct. 17 
Nov. 21 
Jan. 23 
Feb. 27 
Mar 20 
April 24

CONTACT US

Each family will be required to attend six gather-
ings for the year and may choose to attend either 
Schedule A or Schedule B during one of three 

time slots:

9:00am - 11:30am

12:00pm - 2:30pm

4:00pm - 6:30pm

The time slot chosen by each family will be their 
designated time to attend all monthly sessions.

Steven Serafin (Pastoral Associate)
sserafin@stbartholomewchurch.org

Carla Kelly (Director of Confirmation) 
ckelly@stbartholomewchurch.org
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FOR MORE INFORMATION,
CONTACT JENNIFER RYAN:

yg@stbartholomewchurch.org

“Help me to journey beyond the familiar 
and into the unknown. Give me the faith 
to leave old ways and break fresh ground 
with You.” St. Brendan.  As we enter mid-
August, many of our Youth Group alumni 
are prepping to return to college while 
others are going for the first time.  Even 
for our high school students, the aca-
demic year they are entering is new and 
variable. We want all of them to know 
that they are in our prayers, and we have 
faith that they will do well. God Bless!

9/11 MASS OF REMEMBRANCE

This year, as we commemorate 
the 20th anniversary of 9/11, St. 
Bart's will hold a special Mass 
of Remembrance on Saturday, 
September 11th at 5pm. A 
candlelight vigil outside the 
Church will follow.

"Lord, to whom else 
shall we go?" -Jn 6:68

Remembering those who died 
and the families they left behind.

Honoring First Responders.

"I am the living bread that came down from heaven.”  
Are you called to keep your eyes fixed on Christ and 
run the race of faith to heaven as a priest, deacon, or in 
the consecrated life? Contact Fr. John at  frpaladino@
stbartholomewchurch.org.  You could also speak with 
Fr. Gino (Fr. Eugenio de la Rama) at the Vocation Office 
at (973) 313-6190 or  delaraeu@rcan.org. If you’re 
considering religious life contact Sr. Patricia Wormann at 
Sr.Patricia.WormannO.P@rcan.org 

PLEASE HELP THE FOOD PANTRY 
CONTINUE TO SERVE OUR COMMUNITY

Our pantry is getting low and we continue to serve 
many in our community that are in need of help. Please 
help us to stock the shelves with needed items  such as: 

• Canned tuna/chicken
• Mac & cheese
• Taco kits
• Hamburger Helper
• Shelf stable milk
• Peanut butter and jelly
• Snacks
• Individually wrapped toilet paper
• Individually wrapped paper towels
• Napkins and facial tissue

Just buy a few extra things when shopping and drop off 
in the basket in front of the rectory any time. Thank you 
for your kindness and generosity.

Please join Fr. John Paladino and the 
Pastoral Staff in congratulating Briana 
Quigley, recipient of the University of 
Notre Dame’s Dr. Gerard F. Baumbach 
Award for Excellence in Catechesis! 
Briana received the award for her work in 
pastoral leadership during her two years 
serving St. Bartholomew as an Echo 
apprentice while earning her graduate 
degree. She recently graduated with 
her M.A. in Theology from Notre Dame. 
Congratulations Briana!

Briana wishes to extend her gratitude 
to the entire staff and community of St. 
Bartholomew's (and in a special way, to 
her dedicated mentor through the Echo 
program, Pat Krema) for welcoming 
her into the parish family and for giving 
her two wonderful years to serve and 
learn from such an incredibly faith-filled 
community. She is thrilled to continue 
forward on staff with St. Bartholomew's 
and looks forward to all that is yet to 
come!

A MESSAGE OF THANKS AND 
CONGRATULATIONS

Saturday, 
Sept. 11 at 5pm

at St. Bartholomew
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SUNDAY, AUGUST 15
7:30am  Pasquale Saliola
 req. by Luciano Porchetta & Family
 Cindy D'Amato
 req. by Nancy & Family
9:00am Donna Fantini
 req. by Al Fantini & Loving Family
 Tina Vaughn
 req. by Laura Gallagher
10:30am Patrick Henry
 req. by the Guarnuccio Family 
 Arthur Licata
 req. by Fran Perla
Noon Frank Fumosa
 req. by Barbara Mary
 Frank DiLollo
 req. by Josephine Walsh
MONDAY, AUGUST 16
6:30am Peter Kellett
 req. by his Loving Family
8:30am Joseph Fantini 
 req. by the Appezzato Family
TUESDAY, AUGUST 17
6:30am Frank Fumosa
 req. by Barbara Mary
8:30am Vivian C. Del Conte
 req. by Leanne Pishvanov
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 18
6:30am Antonio Cardoso
 req. by John Verducci & Family
8:30am Robert (Bobby) Farina
 req. by his loving wife, Mary
THURSDAY, AUGUST 19
6:30am Mary Donnelly
 req. by Barbara Fumosa
8:30am Mary Kriete
 req. by the Leone Family
FRIDAY, AUGUST 20
6:30am Ferdinand Vargas
 req. by his daughter, Sheila
8:30am Thomas Smith
 req. by Loving Family
SATURDAY, AUGUST 21
8:30am John Kovalcik
 req. by JoAnn & Jack Kovalcik
5:00pm Joanne O'Brien
 req. by Maria Cimino
 Frank Pulice
 req. by Del Prete Family
SUNDAY, AUGUST 22
7:30am  Amparco Casio Buenconsejo
 req. by William Shore
 Leo F. Leick
 req. by Kathy & Dan Chokel
9:00am Robert "Bob" Kruthers
 req. by SP Rescue Squad
 Thomas Breznitsky
 req. by Alex & Rosanna Passucci
10:30am Angelo D'Amico
 req. by Laura Del Negro & Family 
 Peloso Angelo
 req. by Emilio & Ersilia DiFrancesco
Noon Anna Knapp
 req. by Pat & Steve Goldberg
 Luke Mineo
 req. by the Ruzek Family

Mass IntentionsMass Intentions

In the event of serious illness or hospitalization, the rectory 
should be notified. Visits to the sick and shut-ins are made 
by the priests, deacons and ministers of the Eucharist. It is 
not necessary for someone to be “gravely ill” to receive the 
Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick.

Please Note:
For privacy reasons and HIPAA regulations, names may only 
be added by members of the immediate family after they 
have received permission of the one who is sick.

Edilberto Agaton Jr.  Elizabeth Barker
Jacob Benedicto Francesca Cafolla 
Rina Conti Nancy DeCristofaro
Kathleen "Kay" Duff Tami Eddy 
Palmiro Ferraro Emma Lara 
Nadine Martinson Peter Morgan 
James Pettit Kenneth Quigley
Richard Quigley Patricia Uber
Maureen Vincent   Dolores Waltsak 
Melinda Williams Franca Zingariello 
Joe Zingariello

Lord, hear our prayer.

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK

CELEBRATING THE SACRAMENTS

Baptisms are celebrated throughout the month on 
Saturdays and Sundays. First-time parents are required 
to complete Baptismal Preparation. Registration in 
advance is required. Please call 908.322.5192.

Confession is offered every Saturday at 4pm or call the 
rectory to schedule an appointment.

Archdiocesan policy requires that arrangements be 
made with a parish priest or deacon as soon as the 
engagement is announced.

Reconciliation

Baptism

Marriage

BECOMING CATHOLIC & 
RECEIVING THE SACRAMENTS

The RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults) 
process prepares unbaptized adults to receive the 
sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation, and Eucharist, 
and Baptized adults to complete the sacraments of 
Confirmation and Eucharist. The RCIA process is one of 
study, exploration, faith sharing, and faith formation. If 
you would like to learn more about RCIA or completing 
the Christian Sacraments, please contact Pat Krema at 
pkrema@stbartholomewchurch.org.



St. Bartholomew's has partnered with Amazon Smile. 
Please remember that while you shop consider using 
smile.amazon.com. The Amazon Smile Foundation will 
donate 0.5% of the price of eligible purchases to our 
church. It's no additional cost to you! Choose St. Bar-
tholomew Church via this link: https://smile.amazon.
com and start shopping! Thank you for your support.

STEWARDSHIP of TREASURE | Aug. 1, 2021

Thank you for your support!

Envelope Collection:   $10,168
Faith Direct:    $ 9,594
Total:     $19,762
Archdiocesan Assessment  $ 2,273

PARISH OFFICE DIRECTORY

STEVEN SERAFIN
Pastoral Associate

sserafin@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 112
PAUL MILAN

Director of Liturgy & Music
pmilan@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 260

PATRICIA KREMA
Coordinator of Liturgy & Adult Faith Formation

pkrema@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 126
BRIANA QUIGLEY

Director of Communications
bquigley@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 130

CATHERINE ZIOBRO
Community Outreach Coordinator

cziobro@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 108
CARLA KELLY

Director of Confirmation
ckelly@stbartholomewchurch.org

JENNIFER RYAN
Director of Youth Ministry

yg@stbartholomewchurch.org
SANDRA CARROLL

Safe Environment Director
pgc@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 135

CINDY PITONZO
Business Manager

cpitonzo@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 129
KATHY KOBLISKA

Office Manager
kkobliska@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 100

DENNIS WEISS
Facilities Manager

dweiss@stbartholomewchurch.org
PAULETTE CORONATO | JOSEPH DILLON

Parish Trustees

If you are an individual, a couple or a family that is experiencing 
difficulties, there are counseling services available to you. 
All calls are confidential. Fees can be adjusted to one’s 
financial situation. Please note, that no one will be turned 
away for an inability to pay. Counselors available to you:

Barbara Stumm-Gray, Ed.S. | 908.232.0893
Joseph Ochs, LPC | 732.221.6673
Dina Brue, LCSW | 646.643.5345

Laura Otchy, MS, Ed.S. LPC | 973.580.5930

COUNSELING SERVICES AVAILABLE

MASS AVAILABLE ON TV & ONLINE!
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For the home bound Parishioner, tune in on Sundays 
at 10am to watch Mass. Comcast channel 34 or Verizon 
channel 22. Watch the Mass livestream on our website and 
Facebook page on Saturdays at 5pm and Sundays at 9am.

Supporting Our Parish
Streamline your offertory and simplify your support for St. 
Bartholomew the Apostle as we continue serve our parish-
ioners and those in need throughout the community. Now 
is a great time to make the switch to eGiving – you can sign 
up from your computer, smartphone or tablet, and set up a 
recurring donation or make a one-time gift. Sign up today 
by visiting faith.direct/NJ844, or text ‘Enroll’ to 908-324-
5627.Thank you for your continued support of our parish!

Available Services

EASY ONLINE GIVING WITH FAITH DIRECT

SUPPORT ST. BART'S 
WHEN YOU SHOP ON AMAZON!

Stay Connected!
FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK & INSTAGRAM
for daily inspiration and all the latest parish news and 
updates!

@stbartholomew_church

@stbartchurch

908.322.5192
Email: contact@stbartholomewchurch.org

Web: www.stbartholomewchurch.org

ACADEMY OFFICE: 908.322.4265
admissions@stbacademy.org

RELIGIOUS ED OFFICE: 908.322.2359
religioused@stbartholomewchurch.org 

Office Hours:
Monday-Tuesday 8:30am-6:00pm

Wednesday-Friday: 8:30am-3:00pm

Saturday-Sunday: 9:00am-2:00pm


