
We, the Roman Catholic Community of 
St. Bartholomew the Apostle, are brought 
together by Jesus, as we recognize His 
presence among us in Word, Sacrament and 
each other. Through the grace of the Holy 
Spirit and the intercession of the Blessed 
Mother, we accept Jesus’ invitation to be 
His disciples by using our time, talent and 
treasure for the benefit of all. 
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SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 4
4:00pm Confessions -  Fr. Hanly
5:00pm Vigil Mass - Bishop Lorenzo

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 5
7:30am - Fr. Hanly
9:00am - Fr. Paladino
10:30am - Fr. Ortiz
NooN - Msgr. Guenther
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Pure religion is pure-hearted, directed toward others 
with care for their well-being.

The readings today discuss two very different kinds of service 
to God. On the one hand, there are believers who offer God “lip-
service.” These are the ones Jesus criticizes so harshly, quoting 
Isaiah: This people honors me with their lips, but their hearts 
are far from me. On the other are those who offer what we 
might call “heart service.” People who are doers of the word 
and not hearers only. As James writes, Religion that is pure and 
undefiled before God and the Father is this: to care for orphans 
and widows in their affliction. 

Rob Adams was on the receiving end of this pure form of religion. 
When he was 11 years old, he and his family had no home and 
spent six nights a week sleeping in the bed of his parents’ pick-
up truck.  One night a week, they were able to afford a motel. 
He was often hungry, and his biggest meal was lunch, when kind 
cafeteria ladies overloaded his plate.  Just before Christmas that 
same year, a family from their church went out of town, leaving 
Rob’s family not only the keys to their home, but a Christmas 
tree, Christmas presents, and a refrigerator so stocked with food 
that Rob cried when he opened it. 

The family from their church did not just profess their faith to 
God with “lip-service.” Rather, they gave what they had to others. 
Rob suggests that there was not any judgment, and the family 
did not provide extensive rules for their home; they just let his 
family enjoy freedom and dignity for the holidays. It changed his 
life, and he decided to do something for others one day. 

The Pharisees and scribes in today’s Scripture demonstrate 
this “lip-service” to God. They, and anyone like them, immerse 
themselves in religious customs, but because their hearts are far 
from God, they are filled with malice. They direct their worship 
to God, but to fellow believers, direct their arrogance and 
judgment. No good deeds result from this – no building up of 
the kingdom of God occurs with this. No life-changing-for-the-
good experiences happen in this environment. No opportunities 
to witness to the goodness of God arise from this.

Yet for those who are doers of the word, and who care for others 
in their affliction, there is room for bountiful harvest. Today, Rob 
Adams runs a national nonprofit organization whose mission it is 
to serve full meals on Thanksgiving to families in need. He began 
with the goal of providing 10 families a full meal, but this effort 
has grown to include 800 volunteers and more than 2,500 boxes 
of food, 53 pounds each, for hungry individuals and families in  
Utah and cities in Texas, Ohio, and Florida.

What is within our hearts? Do we offer lip service – or heart 
service – to God? Any small act of kindness or a small gesture 
from a pure heart can change another’s life, and build the 
Kingdom in ways we could never envision. 

Fr. John Paladino
FROM THE DESK OF

When the Pharisees with some 
scribes who had come from Jeru-
salem gathered around Jesus, they 
observed that some of his disci-
ples ate their meals with unclean, 
that is, unwashed, hands. For the 
Pharisees and, in fact, all Jews, do 
not eat without carefully washing 
their hands, keeping the tradition 
of the elders. And on coming from 
the marketplace they do not eat 
without purifying themselves. And 
there are many other things that 
they have traditionally observed, 
the purification of cups and jugs 
and kettles and beds. 

So the Pharisees and scribes ques-
tioned him, “Why do your disciples 
not follow the tradition of the el-
ders but instead eat a meal with 
unclean hands?” 

He responded, “Well did Isaiah 
prophesy about you hypocrites, as 
it is written: This people honors me 
with their lips, but their hearts are 
far from me; in vain do they wor-
ship me, teaching as doctrines hu-
man precepts. You disregard God’s 
commandment but cling to human 
tradition.”

He summoned the crowd again 
and said to them, “Hear me, all of 
you, and understand. Nothing that 
enters one from outside can defile 
that person; but the things that 
come out from within are what de-
file.

“From within people, from their 
hearts, come evil thoughts, unchas-
tity, theft, murder, adultery, greed, 
malice, deceit, licentiousness, envy, 
blasphemy, arrogance, folly. All 
these evils come from within and 
they defile.”

TODAY'S GOSPEL
Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23



"Tickets for the Italian Festival Super 50/50 will 
be available after Mass this weekend.  Tickets are 
$20 each and are also available in books of five 
for $100.  Winners will be drawn on Monday, Sep-
tember 6th at the close of the festival. Tickets 
will also be available for purchase at the Rectory 
during normal office hours

50/50 RAFFLE TICKET SALE

ST. BART'S ITALIAN FESTIVAL
September 3-6, 2021

Calling All Feast Volunteers! 
Interested in volunteering to work a 
game during our Labor Day Italian 
Festival? Sign-ups are officially 
open! Scan the QR Code to sign 
up or visit stbartholomewchurch.
org/feast-volunteers to see all volunteer 
opportunities and to sign up.

FEAST VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

Reverend John J. Paladino, K.H.S.
Pastor of St. Bartholomew the Apostle Church 

cordially invites you to the

KNIGHTS & DAMES CELEBRATION
honoring

Sean McKenna
Kevin & Maria Moloney

Leonard Romano
Ted Schiller

Nicholas & Mary Schoendorf

For contributing to the life of our parish community 
with gifts of time, talent and treasure.

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 26, 2021
2:00pm Prayer Service in the Church

4:00pm Buffet Dinner
Maplewood Country Club:

28 Baker Street, Maplewood, 07040

RSVP
 All RSVPs must be received by 

Friday, September 17, 2021.

By Mail

Return the slip below 
with check payable to: 

St. Bartholomew the 
Apostle Church 

2032 Westfield Avenue, 
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

Online

membership.faithdirect.
net/events/details/7371 

Knights and  
Dames 2021

KNIGHTS AND DAMES RSVP FORM
Name (Include last names of any guests)

____________________________________________

Phone Number _______________________________

Amount enclosed:             $ _______

# of Adults at $75 per person:   _______
# of Children (under 12) at $35 per child:  _______

Does prayer change me or 
change God’s plans? 

Join us in exploring the meaning of prayer 
and life’s beautiful mysteries by watching 
The Search – a new video program that 
explores life’s big questions. The Search is 
a free program open to adults and begins 
Monday, September 13 at 7pm and Tuesday, 
September 14 at 1pm. Register for this FREE 
series by contacting Pat Krema at pkrema@
stbartholomewchurch.org.

Mondays at 7pm Sessions | Church Auditorium
9/13, 9/20, 9/27, 10/4, 10/12, 10/18, and 10/25

Tuesdays at 1pm Sessions | Rectory
9/14, 9/21, 9/28, 10/5, 10/12, 10/19 and 10/26

Virtual Zoom Sessions
9/13, 9/20, 9/27, 10/4, 10/12, 10/18, and 10/25

We hope to see you there in September!



FOR INFO, CONTACT JENNIFER RYAN
at yg@stbartholomewchurch.org

Each of us is blessed. Especially in this past 
year, the Youth Group members have been 
encouraged to recognize and appreciate 
the blessing in their lives. Through our ser-
vice activities we try to offer and remind 
others of their blessings. At this time, we 
are asking for help for the people in Hai-
ti who may be struggling to feel blessed. 
At our next, and last, summer gathering, 
please bring any nonperishable or per-
sonal item that would help the Haitian 
people: deodorant, tissues, feminine prod-
ucts, soap, shampoo, etc. Join us behind 
the church on August 31, 6-7pm. If you are 
not a high school student and want to con-
tribute, feel free to drive through to drop 
off any donations at that time. If you are 
a high school student, join us, meet some 
leaders and other members, and give your 
input for the year to come. Hope to see 
you then. Be sure to mark your calendar 
for our fall kick off, September 19!

Our new Ignite Confirmation preparation initiative 
seeks to inspire those preparing for the Sacrament of 
Confirmation. Ignite will help unpack the journey of 
faith, identify how the Spirit is at work in our lives and 
what it means to be a disciple of Jesus Christ. This new 
initiative involves learning, sharing, serving, fellowship, 
spiritual growth, and fun! Confirmation is a two-year 
process open to anyone in 7th grade or older. Ignite 
will meet on Sundays at 4-6:30pm. Please check our 
website for more details and the full schedule of dates.

All 1st-6th-grade families are 
invited to participate in our 
new Emmaus Family Faith 
Formation initiative at St. Bar-
tholomew. Families will be in-
vited to attend one Sunday 
per month, six times per year. 
At each session, families will 
gather for Mass and fellowship, 
learn and share our Catholic 
faith together, and be strength-
ened in relationship with God 
and with one another. Each 
session will provide opportu-
nities for children to learn in 

small groups at age-appropriate levels while parents 
will receive practical support and resources for devel-
oping faith within the family at home.

Scan the QR code for more information, or 
visit stbartholomewchurch.org and click 
the Faith Formation tab for the full sched-
ule of dates and details on how to register. 
Registration is now open!

Saturday Morning Men’s Prayer Group returns 
in person at 7:30am on September 4th in the 
cafeteria!  Men's Prayer Group is open to men 
(high school age and up) who want to deepen 
their relationship with God within the context 
of family life, work and our faith community.  
Men’s Prayer Group currently meets on the first 
Saturday of the month. Come as you are, invite 
a friend, all are welcome!  

FOR INFO, CONTACT RICH KREMA
at kremarpam@msn.com

ST. BARTHOLOMEW MEN'S 
PRAYER GROUP RETURNS!

conf i rmat ion at 
st .  bartho lomew

FOR INFO, CONTACT STEVEN SERAFIN 
at sserafin@stbartholomewchurch.org

FOR INFO, CONTACT CARLA KELLY
at ckelly@stbartholomewchurch.org

We are looking for small 
group leaders, aides, 
hall monitors, hospitality 
teams, and set up teams to 
help us at our Sunday fam-
ily faith formation sessions. 
Time commitment for 
most roles is only 30 min-
utes one Sunday a month. 
Thank you in advance for 
generously sharing your 
time and talents!

WE NEED 
VOLUNTEERS!

For more information and 
to sign up, please visit our 
Faith Formation webpage 
or contact Steven Serafin: 
sserafin@stbartholomew

church.org

9/11 MASS OF 
REMEMBRANCE

As we commemorate the 20th 
anniversary of 9/11, we will 
hold a special Mass of Remem-
brance on Saturday, Sept. 11th 
at 5pm. A candlelight vigil out-
side the Church will follow.

Remembering those who died 
and the families they left behind.

Honoring First Responders.



SUNDAY, AUGUST 29
7:30am  Margaret Sylvester
 req. by the Erbafina Family
 Brian Flynn
 req. by the Bowman Family
9:00am Maria Rosaria Agosta (1st Anniversary)
 req. by Ron & Sandra Malenky 
 Frank DiLollo
 req. by the Erbafina Family
10:30am Gerald W. Murphy
 req. by his Loving Wife & Family 
 Guiseppe Fantini
 req. by Laura & Roberto Sorge
Noon Donna Fantini
 req. by Al Fantini & Loving Family
 Charo Urquiza
 req. by Maritza deJunco
MONDAY, AUGUST 30
6:30am Leonard Krema
 req. by the Quigley Family
8:30am Robert Kruthers
 req. by the Parenti Family
TUESDAY, AUGUST 31
6:30am Nancy Marra
 req. by nieces MaryAnn & Barbara
8:30am Louis DeFrancesco
 req. by his Loving Family
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 1
6:30am Thomas Faitoute (5th Anniversary)
 req. by his Wife, Diane
8:30am Marie Vecchione (Living)
 req. by Vickie Steinbeck
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 2
6:30am Ruth Richard
 req. by the Fung A Fat Family
8:30am Pasquale Iuliano (21st Anniversary)
 req. by wife, Joan
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 3
6:30am People of the Parish

8:30am Peter Gatto, Jr. 
 req. by Linda, John, Zac & Elizabeth
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 4
8:30am Mary Beth Driscoll
 req. by the Driscoll Family
5:00pm Timothy Hesson
 Love, Mom & Dad
 Alfonso Pulice
 req. by his Loving Daughters
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 5
7:30am  Teresa Ryan
 req. by the Egenton Family
 Cindy M. D'Amata
 req. by MaryAnn & Bill Degnan
9:00am Silvio DiFrancesco
 req. by Robert & Maria DiFrancesco
 Robert (Bobby) Mulcahy
 req. by his Wife, Rosanne
10:30am Agnese Ferrara
 req. by Peter & Maria DiNizo 
 Elizabeth Giblin
 req. by the Waltsack Family
Noon Joseph & Georgette Magrino
 req. by her daughter, Cathy Hirschorn
 Sidky Rizh
 req. by Dalida Nigro

Mass IntentionsMass Intentions

In the event of serious illness or hospitalization, the rectory 
should be notified. Visits to the sick and shut-ins are made 
by the priests, deacons and ministers of the Eucharist. It is 
not necessary for someone to be “gravely ill” to receive the 
Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick.

Please Note:
For privacy reasons and HIPAA regulations, names may only 
be added by members of the immediate family after they 
have received permission of the one who is sick.

Edilberto Agaton Jr.  Elizabeth Barker
Jacob Benedicto Francesca Cafolla 
Rina Conti Nancy DeCristofaro
Kathleen "Kay" Duff Tami Eddy 
Palmiro Ferraro Emma Lara 
Nadine Martinson Peter Morgan
Andrea Muñoz James Pettit 
Kenneth Quigley Richard Quigley 
Patricia Uber Maureen Vincent   
Dolores Waltsak Melinda Williams 
Franca Zingariello Joe Zingariello

Lord, hear our prayer.

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK

CELEBRATING THE SACRAMENTS

Baptisms are celebrated throughout the month on 
Saturdays and Sundays. First-time parents are required 
to complete Baptismal Preparation. Registration in 
advance is required. Please call 908.322.5192.

Confession is offered every Saturday at 4pm or call the 
rectory to schedule an appointment.

Archdiocesan policy requires that arrangements be 
made with a parish priest or deacon as soon as the 
engagement is announced.

Reconciliation

Baptism

Marriage

WELCOMED HOME BY GOD
Our sympathy and prayers are extended to the families of

Biagio DiNoto | James "Jimmy" Hines 
Raquel Martinez | George Sydor

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord.

The Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults introduces 
adults to the Catholic faith and tradition, as well 
as  prepares adults for the sacraments of Baptism, 
Confirmation, and Eucharist, If you would like to 
learn more about becoming Catholic or receiving the 
sacraments at our parish, please contact Pat Krema: 
pkrema@stbartholomewchurch.org. We are happy to 
accompany you on your journey of faith!

RCIA: RECEIVING THE SACRAMENTS 
AND BECOMING CATHOLIC



St. Bartholomew's has partnered with Amazon Smile. 
Please remember that while you shop consider using 
smile.amazon.com. The Amazon Smile Foundation will 
donate 0.5% of the price of eligible purchases to our 
church. It's no additional cost to you! Choose St. Bar-
tholomew Church via this link: https://smile.amazon.
com and start shopping! Thank you for your support.

STEWARDSHIP of TREASURE | Aug. 22, 2021

Thank you for your support!

Envelope Collection:   $ 7,622
Faith Direct:    $ 9,594
Total:     $17,216

PARISH OFFICE DIRECTORY

STEVEN SERAFIN
Pastoral Associate

sserafin@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 112
PAUL MILAN

Director of Liturgy & Music
pmilan@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 260

PATRICIA KREMA
Coordinator of Liturgy & Adult Faith Formation

pkrema@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 126
BRIANA QUIGLEY

Director of Communications
bquigley@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 130

CATHERINE ZIOBRO
Community Outreach Coordinator

cziobro@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 108
CARLA KELLY

Director of Confirmation
ckelly@stbartholomewchurch.org

JENNIFER RYAN
Director of Youth Ministry

yg@stbartholomewchurch.org
SANDRA CARROLL

Safe Environment Director
pgc@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 135

CINDY PITONZO
Business Manager

cpitonzo@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 129
KATHY KOBLISKA

Office Manager
kkobliska@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 100

DENNIS WEISS
Facilities Manager

dweiss@stbartholomewchurch.org
PAULETTE CORONATO | JOSEPH DILLON

Parish Trustees

If you are an individual, a couple or a family that is experiencing 
difficulties, there are counseling services available to you. 
All calls are confidential. Fees can be adjusted to one’s 
financial situation. Please note, that no one will be turned 
away for an inability to pay. Counselors available to you:

Barbara Stumm-Gray, Ed.S. | 908.232.0893
Joseph Ochs, LPC | 732.221.6673
Dina Brue, LCSW | 646.643.5345

Laura Otchy, MS, Ed.S. LPC | 973.580.5930

COUNSELING SERVICES AVAILABLE

MASS AVAILABLE ON TV & ONLINE!

6

For the home bound Parishioner, tune in on Sundays 
at 10am to watch Mass. Comcast channel 34 or Verizon 
channel 22. Watch the Mass livestream on our website and 
Facebook page on Saturdays at 5pm and Sundays at 9am.

Supporting Our Parish
Streamline your offertory and simplify your support for St. 
Bartholomew the Apostle as we continue serve our parish-
ioners and those in need throughout the community. Now 
is a great time to make the switch to eGiving – you can sign 
up from your computer, smartphone or tablet, and set up a 
recurring donation or make a one-time gift. Sign up today 
by visiting faith.direct/NJ844, or text ‘Enroll’ to 908-324-
5627.Thank you for your continued support of our parish!

Available Services

EASY ONLINE GIVING WITH FAITH DIRECT

SUPPORT ST. BART'S 
WHEN YOU SHOP ON AMAZON!

Stay Connected!
FOLLOW US ON
SOCIAL MEDIA

for daily inspiration and 
all the latest parish news 
and updates!

908.322.5192
Email: contact@stbartholomewchurch.org

Web: www.stbartholomewchurch.org

ACADEMY OFFICE: 908.322.4265
admissions@stbacademy.org

RELIGIOUS ED OFFICE: 908.322.2359
religioused@stbartholomewchurch.org 

Office Hours:
Monday-Tuesday 8:30am-6:00pm

Wednesday-Friday: 8:30am-3:00pm

Saturday-Sunday: 9:00am-2:00pm

St. Bart Church

@stbartholomew_
church

JOIN OUR 
FLOCKNOTE

to receive our weekly 
newsletter & stay plugged 
in to all your favorite parish 
groups and ministries!

Scan the QR 
code or visit 
stbartschurch.
flocknote.com 
to join!


