
We, the Roman Catholic Community of 
St. Bartholomew the Apostle, are brought 
together by Jesus, as we recognize His 
presence among us in Word, Sacrament and 
each other. Through the grace of the Holy 
Spirit and the intercession of the Blessed 
Mother, we accept Jesus’ invitation to be 
His disciples by using our time, talent and 
treasure for the benefit of all. 

Rev. John J. Paladino, K.H.S.

Rev. Msgr. Donald E. Guenther
Rev. Michael A. Hanly

908.322.5192  ext. 114 
frpaladino@stbartholomewchurch.org

SEPTEMBER 5, 2021

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 11
4:00pm Confessions -  Fr. Paladino
5:00pm Vigil Mass - Fr. Paladino

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 12
7:30am - Msgr. Guenther
9:00am - Fr. Hanly
10:30am - Fr. Paladino
NooN - Fr. Ortiz

OUR PARISH MISSION

2032 WESTFIELD AVENUE, 
SCOTCH PLAINS, NJ 07076   

PHONE: (908) 322-5192   
WWW.STBARTHOLOMEWCHURCH.ORG

MASS SCHEDULE

PASTOR

IN RESIDENCE

Deacon Matthew Gonzalez
Deacon Robert Gurske

Deacon Donald Hessemer

DEACONS



Jesus comes to heal the deaf 
and all who need restoring to right relationship.

In today’s Gospel, we see Jesus assuming a familiar role as 
a healer when he makes the deaf man hear. Indeed, Jesus’ 
reputation as a healer is the reason the people bring the deaf 
man to him; had their friend needed shoes, or a loaf of bread, 
we can imagine they would have taken him to a cobbler or 
a baker. Yet he needs to be healed from his deafness and 
speech impediment, so they bring him to the healer. When 
Jesus heals the deaf man, he is doing what God had long 
said he would do since the time of the prophet Isaiah: open 
the ears of the deaf and make the eyes of the blind see. For 
anyone who is aware of this prophecy and of Jesus’ other 
healings, this is an example of Jesus “being Jesus” – he is 
doing what is typical of him. 

Jesus’ healing of the deaf man may be something typical to 
us, but we know it was a great surprise to the crowd who 
were, as the Gospel says, exceedingly astonished. And what 
about the deaf man himself? We do not know if it was his 
idea to call for Jesus – if he had faith in this healer or not. All 
we know is that Jesus took the man away from the crowd, 
touched his ears, and with a sigh to heaven made him able 
to hear. Whether the deaf man anticipated his healing or not, 
this moment changed everything as he received what he 
needed from the Lord.

This Gospel may not be surprising to us, for we who have 
heard the other Gospel stories know that Jesus is simply 
being himself: He is doing the will of the Father, which is 
to bring healing. Yet if our familiarity with Jesus’ healing 
power compromises our awe at his goodness, then we are 
in exactly the same position as the deaf man at the story’s 
beginning. If we are not only unsurprised but also unmoved 
by this story, then we, too, are in need of being restored to 
right relationship with God, and we need healing to hear his 
voice again. The healed heart not only hears that Jesus is the 
healer, but runs to him and begs for the help we need, that 
our families and friends need, that our world needs. 

Thankfully, part of Jesus’ mission – his being who he is – is to 
come to heal the deaf in body as well as restoring us to right 
relationship with God. He comes for us, whether we know 
how much we need him or not, and he longs to give us what 
we need. The Lord’s groans to heaven are for us – for you and 
for me – to be open to receive all we need from him. Each 
time we approach the Eucharistic table, let us seek what we 
need. Our God is the God of healing, forever worthy of our 
thanks and praise. 

Fr. John Paladino
FROM THE DESK OF

The annual Italian Mass and Festival 
has been held since 1974 in honor of St. 
Nicola di Bari and St. Bartholomew. The 
original St. Bartholomew community had 
roots in Montazzoli, Italy, whose patron 
saint was St. Nicola di Bari (known to 
most Catholics as St. Nicholas), which 
is why he is honored every year at the 
Festival and Mass.

Nicholas was born in 280 AD. He served 
as bishop along the Mediterranean 
coast, in an area where Saint Paul had 
first brought the gospel a few hundred 
years earlier. He was such a devoted 
and holy bishop that, much like Mother 
Teresa today, the people immediately 
recognized him as a saint after the 
death.

Bari, Italy, celebrates a feast May 9 
of each year, as it has since 1087, 
celebrating the transfer of Nicholas’s 
remains to Saint Nicholas Cathedral 
there. Thus, sometimes Nicholas is 
called Nicholas of Bari.

The name Nicholas derives from two 
Greek words, Niki (“victory”) and laos 
(“people”). Thus, Nicholas means one 
who is victorious with the people. 
But he’s not victorious through some 
polemical means, but rather victorious 
through his saintly life. The story of 
Saint Nicholas always moves people to 
imitate his virtues of charity, love and 
zeal.

Nicholas set  an example as a godly 
bishop who has a strong zeal for his 
people. That devotion was evident in his 
daring protection of those being treated 
unjustly and his selfless giving to those 
in need. He showed us how to find Jesus 
in the poor, the oppressed and abused. 
He was devoted to charity, but charity 
always linked to justice.Nicholas teaches 
us that faithful followers of Jesus defend 
those who are wrongly accused. Finally, 
Saint Nicholas shows us how to find 
Jesus through prayer and religious zeal.

Adapted from franciscanmedia.org

STORIES OF THE SAINTS
St. Nicola di Bari (St. Nicholas)



What is the purpose of this life? 

Explore the depths of that purpose and what it 
means for you. Join us for The Search, a beautiful 
new video program that explores life’s big 
questions. The Search is a free small group series 
open to adults and begins Monday, September 13 
at 7pm and Tuesday, September 14 at 1pm. Register 
for this FREE series by contacting Pat Krema at 
pkrema@stbartholomewchurch.org.

Mondays at 7pm Sessions | Church Auditorium
9/13, 9/20, 9/27, 10/4, 10/12, 10/18, and 10/25

Tuesdays at 1pm Sessions | Rectory
9/14, 9/21, 9/28, 10/5, 10/12, 10/19 and 10/26

Virtual Zoom Sessions
9/13, 9/20, 9/27, 10/4, 10/12, 10/18, and 10/25

We hope to see you there!

9/11 MASS OF 
REMEMBRANCE

As we commemorate the 
20th anniversary of 9/11, 
we will hold a special 
Mass of Remembrance on 
Saturday, Sept. 11th at 5pm. 
A candlelight vigil outside 
the Church will follow.

Remembering those who 
died and the families 

they left behind.
Honoring First 
Responders.

Our new Ignite Confirmation preparation initiative 
seeks to inspire those preparing for the Sacrament of 
Confirmation. Ignite will help unpack the journey of 
faith, identify how the Spirit is at work in our lives and 
what it means to be a disciple of Jesus Christ. This new 
initiative involves learning, sharing, serving, fellowship, 
spiritual growth, and fun! Confirmation is a two-year 
process open to anyone in 7th grade or older. Ignite 
will meet on Sundays at 4-6:30pm. Please check our 
website for more details and the full schedule of dates.

All 1st-6th-grade families are 
invited to participate in our new 
Emmaus Family Faith Formation 
initiative at St. Bartholomew. 
Families will be invited to at-
tend one Sunday per month, six 
times per year. At each session, 
families will gather for Mass and 
fellowship, learn and share our 
Catholic faith together, and be 
strengthened in relationship 
with God and with one another. 

Each session will provide opportunities for children to 
learn in small groups at age-appropriate levels while 
parents will receive practical support and resources 
for developing faith within the family at home.

Scan the QR code for more information, or 
visit stbartholomewchurch.org and click 
the Faith Formation tab for the full sched-
ule of dates and details on how to register. 
Registration is now open!

conf i rmat ion at 
st .  bartholomew

FOR INFO, CONTACT STEVEN SERAFIN 
at sserafin@stbartholomewchurch.org

FOR INFO, CONTACT CARLA KELLY
at ckelly@stbartholomewchurch.org

We are looking for small group leaders, aides, hall 
monitors, hospitality teams, and set up teams to help 
us at our Sunday family faith formation sessions. Time 
commitment for most roles is only 30 minutes one 
Sunday a month. Thank you in advance for generously 
sharing your time and talents!

FOR INFO, CONTACT STEVEN SERAFIN 
at sserafin@stbartholomewchurch.org

WE NEED FAITH FORMATION 
VOLUNTEERS!

Upcoming Ministries and Events at St. BartholomewUpcoming Ministries and Events at St. Bartholomew

FOR INFO, CONTACT JENNIFER RYAN
at yg@stbartholomewchurch.org

Green Day may sing “Wake me up when Sep-
tember ends…” but we have too much going 
on in Youth Group to sleep through Septem-
ber! We are planning our kickoff meeting for 
September 19! If you are a local high school 
student, we hope that you join us and bring a 
friend. The fun is just beginning!



The fall Surviving Divorce Retreat will be held the 
following Saturdays from 9am-12pm at Our Lady 
of the Blessed Sacrament in Roseland. This 4 ses-
sion retreat will be held on September 11th, Octo-
ber 2nd, October 23rd and November 20th. An ad-
ditional session for those seeking information on 
the annulment process will be scheduled at a later 
time.
 
Each session features talks and videos that cover 
topics of shock, denial, anger, grief, guilt, forgive-
ness, and much more. The itinerary includes vid-
eo presentations followed by small group discus-
sions. Participants will hear personal testimonies of 
Catholic men and women who have experience the 
breakdown of their families who will witness to the 
healing power of Christ in their lives. This retreat 
experience can offer valuable insight and support.
 
A few open spaces remain for the retreat. For more 
information and to register please visit, www.rcan.
org/healing-retreats-events or contact the Family 
Life Office for more details.

Preschool 4 Teacher's Aide
Assisting classroom teacher 

with 4 year old students
9am-2pm /Monday through Friday

After Care Director and Workers 
Caring for students in grades Prek-6

3-6 pm Monday through Friday

Protecting God's Children and 
NJDOE background check required.

To inquire, please contact Kim Harrigan, 
Principal of St. Bartholomew Academy at 

sbaprincipal@stbacademy.org

JOB OPENINGS AT
ST. BARTHOLOMEW 

ACADEMY

SURVIVING DIVORCE RETREAT

Reverend John J. Paladino, K.H.S.
Pastor of St. Bartholomew the Apostle Church 

cordially invites you to the

KNIGHTS & DAMES CELEBRATION
honoring

Sean McKenna
Kevin & Maria Moloney

Leonard Romano
Ted Schiller

Nicholas & Mary Schoendorf

For contributing to the life of our parish community 
with gifts of time, talent and treasure.

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 26, 2021
2:00pm Prayer Service in the Church

4:00pm Buffet Dinner
Maplewood Country Club:

28 Baker Street, Maplewood, 07040

RSVP
 All RSVPs must be received by 

Friday, September 17, 2021.

By Mail

Return the slip below 
with check payable to: 

St. Bartholomew the 
Apostle Church 

2032 Westfield Avenue, 
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

Online

Knights and  
Dames 2021

KNIGHTS AND DAMES RSVP FORM
Name (Include last names of any guests)

____________________________________________

Phone Number _______________________________

Amount enclosed:             $ _______

# of Adults at $75 per person:   _______
# of Children (under 12) at $35 per child:  _______

Scan the QR code or 
visit our website:

Come with your backpack on Sunday, September 
19th at the 9am and 10:30am Masses to have your 
backpack blessed for the coming school year! We 
will also be collecting school supplies for neigh-
boring schools and community outreach pro-
grams at each Mass.

BACK TO SCHOOL
BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS



SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 5
7:30am  Teresa Ryan
 req. by the Egenton Family
 Cindy M. D'Amata
 req. by MaryAnn & Bill Degnan
9:00am Silvio DiFrancesco
 req. by Robert & Maria DiFrancesco
 Robert (Bobby) Mulcahy
 req. by his Wife, Rosanne
10:30am Agnese Ferrara
 req. by Peter & Maria DiNizo 
 Elizabeth Giblin
 req. by the Waltsack Family
Noon Joseph & Georgette Magrino
 req. by her daughter, Cathy Hirschorn
 Sidky Rizh
 req. by Dalida Nigro
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 6
  No 6:30am Mass
8:30am Elizabeth Norwick
 req. by Loving Family
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 7
6:30am Ruth Rajgopaul
 req. by Fung A Fat Family
8:30am Fr. John Paladino (Living) 
 for 30th Anniversary of Priesthood
 req. by the Rosary Group
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 8 
6:30am Colleen Boylan
 req. by Peg Brennan
8:30am Fr. David Santos (Living)
 for 9th Anniversary of Priesthood
 req. by the Rosary Group
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 9
6:30am Thomas Faitoute
 req. by Loving Family
8:30am Sheila A. Blom
 req. by Albert J. Blom
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 10
6:30am Ruth Marie Marino
 req. by Ryan
8:30am Fr. Mike Hanly (Living)
 54th Anniversary of Priesthood 
 req. by the Rosary Group
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 11
8:30am Sr. Margherita Marchione
 req. by Elsa Lamastra
5:00pm Rosemary Strish
 George & Theresa Flood
 Agnese Ferrara
 req. by Maria & Rocco DiFrancesco
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 12
7:30am  Dorothy McLeavey
 req. by Daniel McLeavey
 James Waltsack
 req. by the Waltsack Family
9:00am Mario DiFrancesco
 req. by Danny & Marissa Ferrara
 Consilvio Family
 req. by Antonio & Gisella Appezzato
10:30am Mauro DiNizo
 req. by Robert & Laura Sorge 
 Tom McBride
 req. by the Guarnuccio Family
Noon Donna Fantini
 req. by Al Fantini & Loving Family
 Maria Midrano
 req. by the Saliola Family

Mass IntentionsMass Intentions

In the event of serious illness or hospitalization, the rectory 
should be notified. Visits to the sick and shut-ins are made 
by the priests, deacons and ministers of the Eucharist. It is 
not necessary for someone to be “gravely ill” to receive the 
Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick.

Please Note:
For privacy reasons and HIPAA regulations, names may only 
be added by members of the immediate family after they 
have received permission of the one who is sick.

Edilberto Agaton Jr.  Elizabeth Barker
Jacob Benedicto Francesca Cafolla 
Rina Conti Nancy DeCristofaro
Kathleen "Kay" Duff Tami Eddy 
Palmiro Ferraro Emma Lara 
Nadine Martinson Peter Morgan
Andrea Muñoz James Pettit 
Kenneth Quigley Richard Quigley 
Patricia Uber Maureen Vincent   
Dolores Waltsak Melinda Williams 
Franca Zingariello Joe Zingariello

Lord, hear our prayer.

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK

CELEBRATING THE SACRAMENTS

Baptisms are celebrated throughout the month on 
Saturdays and Sundays. First-time parents are required 
to complete Baptismal Preparation. Registration in 
advance is required. Please call 908.322.5192.

Confession is offered every Saturday at 4pm or call the 
rectory to schedule an appointment.

Archdiocesan policy requires that arrangements be 
made with a parish priest or deacon as soon as the 
engagement is announced.

Reconciliation

Baptism

Marriage

WELCOMED HOME BY GOD
Our sympathy and prayers are extended to the families of

Peter Delohery

Eternal rest grant unto him, O Lord.

Wells Ann, daughter of Leo & Caitlin Nolan
Harper Jane, daughter of Christopher & Michelle Williams

Arthur Edward, son of Matthew & Karen Reilly
Carter Gianni, son of Ryan & Chelsea Tarantino

Franchesca Mary, daughter of Patrick & Juli Valenza
Cora Jean, daughter of Andrew & Christine Watson
Grace Rose, daughter of Michael & Kelly Rabbath

Emma Megan, daughter of Christopher & Gina Wiersielis

Congratulations to our newly baptized!

Congratulations to the Newlyweds!
Thomas Anglim & Jenna Rinaldi, August 5, 2021

Williams Alvarez & Kelly Maizenaski, August 28, 2021



St. Bartholomew's has partnered with Amazon Smile. 
Please remember that while you shop consider using 
smile.amazon.com. The Amazon Smile Foundation will 
donate 0.5% of the price of eligible purchases to our 
church. It's no additional cost to you! Choose St. Bar-
tholomew Church via this link: https://smile.amazon.
com and start shopping! Thank you for your support.

STEWARDSHIP of TREASURE | Aug. 22, 2021

Thank you for your support!

Envelope Collection:   $ 6,388
Faith Direct:    $ 9,594
Total:     $15,982

PARISH OFFICE DIRECTORY

STEVEN SERAFIN
Pastoral Associate

sserafin@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 112
PAUL MILAN

Director of Liturgy & Music
pmilan@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 260

PATRICIA KREMA
Coordinator of Liturgy & Adult Faith Formation

pkrema@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 126
BRIANA QUIGLEY

Director of Communications
bquigley@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 130

CATHERINE ZIOBRO
Community Outreach Coordinator

cziobro@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 108
CARLA KELLY

Director of Confirmation
ckelly@stbartholomewchurch.org

JENNIFER RYAN
Director of Youth Ministry

yg@stbartholomewchurch.org
SANDRA CARROLL

Safe Environment Director
pgc@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 135

CINDY PITONZO
Business Manager

cpitonzo@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 129
KATHY KOBLISKA

Office Manager
kkobliska@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 100

DENNIS WEISS
Facilities Manager

dweiss@stbartholomewchurch.org
PAULETTE CORONATO | JOSEPH DILLON

Parish Trustees

If you are an individual, a couple or a family that is experi-
encing difficulties, there are counseling services available to 
you. All calls are confidential. Fees can be adjusted to one’s 
financial situation. Please note, that no one will be turned 
away for an inability to pay. Counselors available to you:

Barbara Stumm-Gray, Ed.S. | 908.232.0893
Joseph Ochs, LPC | 732.221.6673
Dina Brue, LCSW | 646.643.5345

Laura Otchy, MS, Ed.S. LPC | 973.580.5930

COUNSELING SERVICES AVAILABLE

MASS AVAILABLE ON TV & ONLINE!

6

For the home bound Parishioner, tune in on Sundays 
at 10am to watch Mass. Comcast channel 34 or Verizon 
channel 22. Watch the Mass livestream on our website and 
Facebook page on Saturdays at 5pm and Sundays at 9am.

Supporting Our Parish
Streamline your offertory and simplify your support for St. 
Bartholomew the Apostle as we continue serve our parish-
ioners and those in need throughout the community. Now 
is a great time to make the switch to eGiving – you can sign 
up from your computer, smartphone or tablet, and set up a 
recurring donation or make a one-time gift. Sign up today 
by visiting faith.direct/NJ844, or text ‘Enroll’ to 908-324-
5627.Thank you for your continued support of our parish!

Available Services

EASY ONLINE GIVING WITH FAITH DIRECT

SUPPORT ST. BART'S 
WHEN YOU SHOP ON AMAZON!

Stay Connected!
FOLLOW US ON
SOCIAL MEDIA

for daily inspiration and 
all the latest parish news 
and updates!

908.322.5192
Email: contact@stbartholomewchurch.org

Web: www.stbartholomewchurch.org

ACADEMY OFFICE: 908.322.4265
admissions@stbacademy.org

RELIGIOUS ED OFFICE: 908.322.2359
religioused@stbartholomewchurch.org 

Office Hours:
Monday-Tuesday 8:30am-6:00pm

Wednesday-Friday: 8:30am-3:00pm

Saturday-Sunday: 9:00am-2:00pm

St. Bart Church

@stbartholomew_
church

JOIN OUR 
FLOCKNOTE

to receive our weekly 
newsletter & stay plugged 
in to all your favorite parish 
groups and ministries!

Scan the QR 
code or visit 
stbartschurch.
flocknote.com 
to join!


