
We, the Roman Catholic Community of 
St. Bartholomew the Apostle, are brought 
together by Jesus, as we recognize His 
presence among us in Word, Sacrament and 
each other. Through the grace of the Holy 
Spirit and the intercession of the Blessed 
Mother, we accept Jesus’ invitation to be 
His disciples by using our time, talent and 
treasure for the benefit of all. 

Rev. John J. Paladino, K.H.S.

Rev. Msgr. Donald E. Guenther
Rev. Michael A. Hanly

908.322.5192  ext. 114 
frpaladino@stbartholomewchurch.org
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SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 18
4:00pm Confessions -  Msgr. Guenther
5:00pm Vigil Mass - Fr. Ortiz

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 19
7:30am - Fr. Paladino
9:00am - Msgr. Guenther
10:30am - Fr. Hanly
NooN - Fr. Paladino
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2032 WESTFIELD AVENUE, 
SCOTCH PLAINS, NJ 07076   

PHONE: (908) 322-5192   
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PASTOR

IN RESIDENCE

Deacon Matthew Gonzalez
Deacon Robert Gurske

Deacon Donald Hessemer

DEACONS



To be a disciple is to have faith and follow Jesus.

As Catholics, we usually think of Peter as the saint, the first 
pope, the one with the keys to the Kingdom, the rock on 
whom the Church was built. The basilica that bears his name 
sits in the center of Rome. Yet Scripture passages such as 
today’s Gospel show us a more headstrong and human side 
of Peter, one who was far from a perfect disciple. In today’s 
Gospel passage, Peter could not accept the fate Jesus 
foretold for himself. In fact, Peter rebuked Jesus when he 
predicted he would suffer and die. 

That is what some might call “cheeky.” Others might call 
it impertinence. Jesus calls him Satan. That sounds pretty 
harsh, considering that Peter had just declared his faith in 
Jesus. When asked by Jesus, Who do you say that I am? 
Peter had answered without hesitation: You are the Christ, 
the Messiah. But Peter’s words – as faith-filled as they might 
be – still demonstrated a lack of understanding of what was 
happening around him. He (innocently) wanted to stop the 
plan of salvation that was in motion, thinking that he knew a 
better way.  

Luckily for peter, and for all of us, perfection 
is not a qualification for discipleship. What are the 
necessary qualifications? To have faith and to follow Jesus’ 
commands. This entails denying one’s self, taking up one’s 
cross, and losing one’s life for the sake of Jesus and the 
Gospel. These are the works without which faith is dead. 

Like Peter, we are not perfect disciples, and God knows this. 
Though we have faith, sometimes we think first of what we 
want – what feels good and safe – rather than thinking of 
what God wants. But if we go our own way rather than God’s, 
we risk becoming a mouthpiece for the things of the world 
and its earthly values; and the self-serving life we tried to 
save we will lose. Even if we are unsure of exactly what God 
is asking of us, or if it seems risky and uncertain, God invites 
us to trust. If we just get behind Jesus, he will guide us. Jesus 
will teach us what to do and how to follow him. 

God is near, upholding us. He is our help, present to us in his 
Word and in the Eucharist. Nourished by these, we can set 
our faces like flint and not turn back, even as we confront 
opposition. The Lord will save us as we follow him in faith.  

Fr. John Paladino
FROM THE DESK OF

The Church celebrates the Feast of Our 
Lady of Sorrows on September 15. There 
are traditionally seven sorrows, which 
are based in Scripture:

1. The prophecy of Simeon at the 
Presentation of Jesus in the Temple ("You 
yourself shall be pierced with a sword - so 
that the thoughts of many hearts may be 
laid bare." Luke 2:35).
2. The flight into Egypt shortly after the 
birth of Jesus.
3. Losing the Child Jesus at Jerusalem
4. Meeting Jesus on his way to Calvary
5. Standing at the foot of the Cross
6. Jesus being taken from the Cross
7. At the burial of Christ

Mary's sorrows are not tragedies. They 
certainly are difficult struggles, but 
because Mary was and is so close to God, 
anything that happened in her life could 
not be ruinous. Her son was crucified, 
died, and was buried. But Mary held on 
to hope and faith in what Jesus told her 
- that he would rise again.

Love of God sustained her through her 
sorrows as the love of God sustains 
those who trust and believe in Him. As 
Christians, we should remember that 
when we look at the crucifix we should 
never see it without remembering the 
Resurrection. When the world trips us 
up, we can hold on to the truth that God 
is always faithful to his promises and 
ultimately works all things for good for 
those who love him.

Until we are united with God in Heaven, 
where sorrow will be no more, we 
together with Mary, offer our sorrows 
and trials to God, knowing that he 
transforms and renews us through them.

What sorrows are in your life and how 
can you see God's love sustaining you 
through them?

Adapted from Catholic Link



ACADEMY  IN  ACTION
ST. BARTHOLOMEW ACADEMY 
WELCOMES BACK STUDENTS

On September 7th, St. Bartholomew Academy 
opened its doors and welcomed over 225 students 
from Pre-K3 through 8th grade.  The students 
were excited to be back in the classrooms, meet 
their teachers and see the many changes that 
awaited them. Please keep our students and 
teachers in your prayers throughout the year.
 

OUR TEACHERS

Pre-K3: Susan D’Apuzzo
Pre-K4 (1): Roseann Aagaard
Pre-K-4 (2): Alexandria Brooks
Kindergarten: Caitlin Brennan
Grade 1-1: Jonathan Brooks
Grade 2: Christine Dencker
Grade 3: Maria Stetin
Grade 4: John Benvenuto
Grade 5: Lynda England
Grade 6: Mary Conroy
Grade 7-1 Mary Schoendorf
Grade 7-2: Katlynn Dematos
Grade 8, Math 6-8: Adam Vecchia
Accelerated Math 6-8: Elizabeth Ruccio 
Science Grade 4-8: Michelle Brooks
STREAM: Tracy Burns
Art: Emily Recupero
Music: Laurie Campana
Physical Education: Evan Vecchia
Spanish: Marisol Yanez

OUR INSTRUCTIONAL AIDES

Haley Burns
Michelle Kennedy
Rose Sawchuk

OUR ADMINISTRATION

Principal: Kimberly Harrigan
Counselor: Maryann Degnan
Secretary: Rosemary Roberts
Admissions: Maureen Doherty

SCHOOL NURSE
Flexible hours

PRESCHOOL 4 TEACHER'S AIDE
Assisting teacher with 4-year-old students

9am-2pm /Monday through Friday

AFTER-CARE DIRECTOR & WORKERS 
Caring for students in grades Prek-6

3-6 pm Monday through Friday

Protecting God's Children and 
NJDOE background check required.

Contact Principal Kim Harrigan, 
at sbaprincipal@stbacademy.org

ACADEMY JOB OPENINGS

Thank you to the many, many volunteers under the 
leadership of Paul Raphael and his leadership team 
who helped to make the Annual Italian Labor Day 
Festival such a wonderful success. By your time, your 
generosity, and your kindness you have helped others 
in need - people you may never see or come to know.

We know this was hard work and required a serious 
commitement of time and effort. We believe, however, 
that you have found it rewarding. In terms of God's 
Kingdom, it was of tremendous importance.

We do appreciate all you have done. The Festival could 
not have functioned without the help of volunteers who 
have done excellent work. Please accept our heartfelt 
gratitude and our personal appreciation for your 
ongoing faithful and essential service to our Church. 
We are certain that God will bless you for using your 
time, talent and treasure for Christ and His Church!

- Fr. John Paladino

Italian Festival 2021

Photo Credit: Jon Joshua

Find a space for respectful conversation that 
allows parents and family members of LGBTQ 
family members to share their concerns, joys, and 
struggles.  As our You Are Mine group enters its 
third year, our discussion will center on a series of 
Bible passages.

3rd Thursday each month at 7:00pm 
Sept 16: Bible Discussion on Genesis 1

at Little Flower Church Lower Level
310 Plainfield Ave., Berkeley Heights

(park behind church)
  
Questions or more info? Contact Margaret at 908-
464-1585 or pastoral110.lf@gmail.com.

YOU ARE MINE
LGBTQ Parents & Allies Support Group

Come Pray with us for the Unborn Children who are 
lost through abortion. We also peacefully pray for 
all those harmed by the loss of these precious ba-
bies.

When: Sept 23rd to Oct 30th, 7am to 7pm

Volunteers usually pray an hour (or more) a week.  

Where: 196 Speedwell Ave, Morristown NJ
in front of Planned Parenthood

Visit 40daysforlife.com for more information.

Around the Community
40 DAYS FOR LIFE



Our new Ignite Confirmation preparation initiative 
seeks to inspire those preparing for the Sacrament of 
Confirmation. Ignite will help unpack the journey of 
faith, identify how the Spirit is at work in our lives and 
what it means to be a disciple of Jesus Christ. This new 
initiative involves learning, sharing, serving, fellowship, 
spiritual growth, and fun! Confirmation is a two-year 
process open to anyone in 7th grade or older. Ignite 
will meet on Sundays at 4-6:30pm. Please check our 
website for more details and the full schedule of dates.

All 1st-6th-grade families are 
invited to participate in our new 
Emmaus Family Faith Forma-
tion initiative at St. Bartholomew. 
Families will be invited to attend 
one Sunday per month, six times 
per year. At each session, families 
will gather for Mass and fellow-
ship, learn and share our Catholic 
faith together, and be strength-
ened in relationship with God and 
with one another. Each session 

will provide opportunities for children to learn in small 
groups at age-appropriate levels while parents will re-
ceive practical support and resources for developing 
faith within the family at home.

Scan the QR code for more information, or 
visit stbartholomewchurch.org and click 
the Faith Formation tab for the full sched-
ule of dates and details on how to register. 
Registration is now open!

conf i rmat ion at 
st .  bartholomew

FOR INFO, CONTACT STEVEN SERAFIN 
at sserafin@stbartholomewchurch.org

FOR INFO, CONTACT CARLA KELLY
at ckelly@stbartholomewchurch.org

We are looking for small group leaders, aides, hall 
monitors, hospitality teams, and set up teams to help 
us at our Sunday family faith formation sessions. Time 
commitment for most roles is only 30 minutes one 
Sunday a month. Thank you in advance for generously 
sharing your time and talents!

FOR INFO, CONTACT STEVEN SERAFIN 
at sserafin@stbartholomewchurch.org

WE NEED FAITH FORMATION 
VOLUNTEERS!

FOR INFO, CONTACT JENNIFER RYAN
at yg@stbartholomewchurch.org

If you are a local high school student, come 
check out our Youth Group! Our first official 
gathering of the new year is around the cor-
ner.  Hope to see you on September 19th, 
6-7pm behind the church. Join the fun and 
friendship. Reach out to the Youth Minister 
and be sure to get on our most up to date 
information distribution list. Also, be sure to 
follow our journey on Instagram: @st.barts_
youthgroup

Have you heard?
WE'RE DOING SOMETHING NEW!

JOIN OUR NEW ADULT FAITH
SMALL GROUP SERIES

THE SEARCH BEGINS SEPT. 13!
In our very first episode, we open hearts with a 
look at the question “what do you seek?” What is 
that deep longing in our hearts all about? We’re 
all living for something, and we all strive for that 
something out there that is ultimately going to 
make us happy. But what is it? For some, this 
question is on their minds every day. For others, 
life goes by in a flash without even asking the 
question.  Join us as we tackle these and other 
life questions in The Search, a free weekly small 
group series open to adults beginning Monday, 
September 13th at 7pm and Tuesday, September 
14th at 1pm.

If you would like to join us, please reach out to 
Pat Krema at pkrema@stbartholomewchurch.
org to register for this FREE series. We hope to 
see you there!

Come with school backpacks on Sunday, Sep-
tember 19th at the 9am and 10:30am Masses 
to have your backpack blessed for the coming 
school year! We will also be collecting school 
supplies for neighboring schools and commu-
nity outreach programs after each Mass.

BACK TO SCHOOL
BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS

FOR INFO, CONTACT PAT KREMA
at pkrema@stbartholomewchurch.org



SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 12
7:30am  Dorothy McLeavey
 req. by Daniel McLeavey
 James Waltsack
 req. by the Waltsack Family
9:00am Mario DiFrancesco
 req. by Danny & Marissa Ferrara
 Consilvio Family
 req. by Antonio & Gisella Appezzato
10:30am Mauro DiNizo
 req. by Robert & Laura Sorge 
 Tom McBride
 req. by the Guarnuccio Family
Noon Donna Fantini
 req. by Al Fantini & Loving Family
 Maria Midrano
 req. by the Saliola Family
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 13
6:30am  Fr. Stanley Adamczyk
 req. by Sue Surbrug
8:30am Msgr. Donald Guenther (Living)
 for 59th Anniversary of Priesthood
 req. by the Rosary Group
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 14
6:30am Florence Zimmerman
 req. by the Koch Family
8:30am John G. Malangone
 req. by the Leanne Pishvanov
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 15 
6:30am Bienvenido Valencia
 req. by Peg Brennan
8:30am Frank DiLollo, Sr.
 req. by Women's Cornerstone
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 16
6:30am Noreen Augustin
 req. by Keith & Joanne Guarnuccio
8:30am Margaret Sylvester
 req. by Joseph Gayle Porco
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 17
6:30am Jim Bardwil
 req. by Fran Valentine
8:30am Margaret Sylvester
 req. by Jonathan & Amanda Porco
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 18
8:30am Margaret Trigo
 req. by Jovinna Corbo
5:00pm Robert (Bobby) Farina
 req. by Loving Wife, Mary
 Madeline Del Prete
 req. by her Loving Family
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 19
7:30am  Margaret Sylvester
 req. by Bob & Maureen LaCoata
 Carl Grillo
 req. by the Caramico Family
9:00am Margaret Trigo
 req. by Sheila Del Guercio
 Tonino Novello
 req. by Antonio & Gisella Appezzato
10:30am Liliana Peduzzi
 req. by Madeline & Carmine Malgieri 
 Nancy Iosca
 req. by her Daughter, Theresa
Noon Thomas McMahon
 req. by Joan & Steve Falloon
 Mary & Michael Kelly (Living)
 40th Anniversary

Mass IntentionsMass Intentions

In the event of serious illness or hospitalization, the rectory 
should be notified. Visits to the sick and shut-ins are made 
by the priests, deacons and ministers of the Eucharist. It is 
not necessary for someone to be “gravely ill” to receive the 
Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick.

Please Note:
For privacy reasons and HIPAA regulations, names may only 
be added by members of the immediate family after they 
have received permission of the one who is sick.

Edilberto Agaton Jr.  Elizabeth Barker
Jacob Benedicto Francesca Cafolla 
Rina Conti Nancy DeCristofaro
Kathleen "Kay" Duff Tami Eddy 
Palmiro Ferraro Emma Lara 
Nadine Martinson Sue Mecca
Peter Morgan Andrea Muñoz 
James Pettit Kenneth Quigley 
Richard Quigley Patricia Uber 
Maureen Vincent   Dolores Waltsak 
Melinda Williams Franca Zingariello 
Joe Zingariello

Lord, hear our prayer.

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK

WELCOMED HOME BY GOD
Our sympathy and prayers are extended to the families of

Mary DeSando | Antonia Raimondi

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord.

CELEBRATING THE SACRAMENTS

Baptisms are celebrated throughout the month on 
Saturdays and Sundays. First-time parents are required 
to complete Baptismal Preparation. Registration in 
advance is required. Please call 908.322.5192.

Confession is offered every Saturday at 4pm or call the 
rectory to schedule an appointment.

Archdiocesan policy requires that arrangements be 
made with a parish priest or deacon as soon as the 
engagement is announced.

Reconciliation

Baptism

Marriage

The Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults introduces 
adults to the Catholic faith and tradition, as well 
as  prepares adults for the sacraments of Baptism, 
Confirmation, and Eucharist, If you would like to 
learn more about becoming Catholic or receiving the 
sacraments at our parish, please contact Pat Krema: 
pkrema@stbartholomewchurch.org. We are happy to 
accompany you on your journey of faith!

RCIA: RECEIVING THE SACRAMENTS 
AND BECOMING CATHOLIC



St. Bartholomew's has partnered with Amazon Smile. 
Please remember that while you shop consider using 
smile.amazon.com. The Amazon Smile Foundation will 
donate 0.5% of the price of eligible purchases to our 
church. It's no additional cost to you! Choose St. Bar-
tholomew Church via this link: https://smile.amazon.
com and start shopping! Thank you for your support.

STEWARDSHIP of TREASURE | SEPT. 5, 2021

Thank you for your support!

Envelope Collection:   $ 7,503
Faith Direct:    $ 11,281
Total:     $18,784
Building Maintenance   $ 5,167

PARISH OFFICE DIRECTORY

STEVEN SERAFIN
Pastoral Associate

sserafin@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 112
PAUL MILAN

Director of Liturgy & Music
pmilan@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 260

PATRICIA KREMA
Coordinator of Liturgy & Adult Faith Formation

pkrema@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 126
BRIANA QUIGLEY

Director of Communications
bquigley@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 130

CATHERINE ZIOBRO
Community Outreach Coordinator

cziobro@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 108
CARLA KELLY

Director of Confirmation
ckelly@stbartholomewchurch.org

JENNIFER RYAN
Director of Youth Ministry

yg@stbartholomewchurch.org
SANDRA CARROLL

Safe Environment Director
pgc@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 135

CINDY PITONZO
Business Manager

cpitonzo@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 129
KATHY KOBLISKA

Office Manager
kkobliska@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 100

DENNIS WEISS
Facilities Manager

dweiss@stbartholomewchurch.org
PAULETTE CORONATO | JOSEPH DILLON

Parish Trustees

If you are an individual, a couple or a family that is experi-
encing difficulties, there are counseling services available to 
you. All calls are confidential. Fees can be adjusted to one’s 
financial situation. Please note, that no one will be turned 
away for an inability to pay. Counselors available to you:

Barbara Stumm-Gray, Ed.S. | 908.232.0893
Joseph Ochs, LPC | 732.221.6673
Dina Brue, LCSW | 646.643.5345

Laura Otchy, MS, Ed.S. LPC | 973.580.5930

COUNSELING SERVICES AVAILABLE

MASS AVAILABLE ON TV & ONLINE!

6

For the home bound Parishioner, tune in on Sundays 
at 10am to watch Mass. Comcast channel 34 or Verizon 
channel 22. Watch the Mass livestream on our website and 
Facebook page on Saturdays at 5pm and Sundays at 9am.

Supporting Our Parish
Streamline your offertory and simplify your support for St. 
Bartholomew the Apostle as we continue serve our parish-
ioners and those in need throughout the community. Now 
is a great time to make the switch to eGiving – you can sign 
up from your computer, smartphone or tablet, and set up a 
recurring donation or make a one-time gift. Sign up today 
by visiting faith.direct/NJ844, or text ‘Enroll’ to 908-324-
5627.Thank you for your continued support of our parish!

Available Services

EASY ONLINE GIVING WITH FAITH DIRECT

SUPPORT ST. BART'S 
WHEN YOU SHOP ON AMAZON!

Stay Connected!
FOLLOW US ON
SOCIAL MEDIA

for daily inspiration and 
all the latest parish news 
and updates!

908.322.5192
Email: contact@stbartholomewchurch.org

Web: www.stbartholomewchurch.org

ACADEMY OFFICE: 908.322.4265
admissions@stbacademy.org

RELIGIOUS ED OFFICE: 908.322.2359
religioused@stbartholomewchurch.org 

Office Hours:
Monday-Tuesday 8:30am-6:00pm

Wednesday-Friday: 8:30am-3:00pm

Saturday-Sunday: 9:00am-2:00pm

St. Bart Church

@stbartholomew_
church

JOIN OUR 
FLOCKNOTE

to receive our weekly 
newsletter & stay plugged 
in to all your favorite parish 
groups and ministries!

Scan the QR 
code or visit 
stbartschurch.
flocknote.com 
to join!


