
We, the Roman Catholic Community of 
St. Bartholomew the Apostle, are brought 
together by Jesus, as we recognize His 
presence among us in Word, Sacrament and 
each other. Through the grace of the Holy 
Spirit and the intercession of the Blessed 
Mother, we accept Jesus’ invitation to be 
His disciples by using our time, talent and 
treasure for the benefit of all. 
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SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 25
4:00pm Confessions
5:00pm Vigil Mass - Fr. Paladino
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7:30am - Msgr. Guenther
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10:30am - Fr. Paladino
NooN - Fr. Hanly
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Both God and the world offer their wisdom;
Our lives can be governed by only one.

The readings today feature a clash of two definitions of wisdom: 
Worldly Wisdom and Divine Wisdom.

Worldly Wisdom looks at the just man with loathing. He pricks 
their consciences and points to the law of God. The wicked scoff: 
let us see whether his words be true … if the just one be the son 
of God, God will defend him and deliver him. If the just man is 
truly righteous, then God should step in, revealing truth through 
might. If God fails to do so, the wicked then claim victory through 
their abuse of the just ones. Worldly wisdom also spurred the 
debate among the Apostles in the Gospel passage. Who was 
the greatest? Who would get the seat of highest honor in the 
Kingdom? Honors and rewards are paramount in worldly wisdom.  

Divine Wisdom is explained by Saint James in the second reading: 
Wisdom from above is first of all pure, then peaceable, gentle, 
compliant, full of mercy and good fruits, without inconstancy or 
insincerity. That sounds exactly like what the world needs. Saint 
James not only describes the fruits of divine wisdom, but also 
indicators of its absence: jealousy, selfish ambition, war, conflicts. 
Might makes right in the short term, but leads to disaster. He 
also shows the self-defeating nature of worldly wisdom; coveting 
doesn’t lead to possessing but to downfall.  

In the Gospel, Jesus foretells his passion and death and stuns 
the Apostles into silence. Picture Jesus’ passion and death – the 
events, the figures, and especially the crucifixion. The supposed 
victory of the wicked over the just one is actually part of the 
divine wisdom. We don’t have a good way to process this until 
it happens to us: how could revilement, torture, and a shameful 
death be anything good? That’s why the cross is a stumbling 
block.  

So where do we go? Who wins? Divine wisdom does. 

First, worldly wisdom falls short because it has no eternal 
perspective. Those who taunted Jesus as he died on the cross 
(see Mt 27:39-44) inadvertently fulfilled what the Old Testament 
speaks of in our first reading. God used Jesus’ rigged trial and 
horrendous death toward an eternal end.  

Second, worldly wisdom is short-sighted even in the temporal 
realm. Might making right works until someone mightier comes 
along. And history testifies: eventually, someone stronger always 
comes along.  

Third, worldly wisdom relies solely on human intellectual powers. 
On the other hand, divine wisdom comes from our all-knowing 
God. It includes the cross but also heaven. If we persevere 
according to worldly wisdom, we may get temporal rewards 
and death. If we persevere according to divine wisdom, we get 
eternal love and happiness. 

The difficulty lies both in the choice for God and in the commitment 
to his ways. In full trust, let us choose God’s wisdom.

Fr. John Paladino
FROM THE DESK OF

Francesco Forgione was born in Pietrelcina, 
Italy, in 1887. His family and the people 
of his town were very religious. They 
celebrated festivals to honor the saints. 
The church bells called people to prayer 
many times during the day. His family 
attended Mass every day and prayed the 
Rosary each night. When a Capuchin friar 
visited his town to ask for donations for 
the friars’ ministry, Francesco knew that 
he wanted to become a Capuchin.

Francesco entered the Capuchin friary 
when he was 15. He took the name “Pio” 
in honor of the patron saint of his town, 
St. Pius V. After many years of prayer 
and learning how to live according to the 
Capuchin rule, he was ordained a priest. 
He was called “Padre Pio."

One day soon after his ordination in 1910, 
Padre Pio received a great blessing during 
prayer. He had a vision of Jesus. When the 
vision ended, his body bore the marks of 
Christ’s crucifixion on his hands, feet, and 
side. This bodily sign of Christ is called the 
stigmata.

Medical tests were done on Padre Pio. 
His Capuchin superiors questioned him 
to make sure he was strong enough to 
continue his work as a priest.

When Pio was able to return to his priestly 
ministry, busloads of believers came to the 
friary for his blessing, to participate in his 
Masses, and to celebrate the sacrament of 
Reconciliation with him. He had a special 
gift for helping sinners return to living as 
followers of Jesus.

Perhaps because of the physical suffering 
he experienced, Padre Pio had a special 
compassion for the sick and suffering 
people of the world. He asked that a 
hospital be built near the friary in 1948. 
Money was raised and in time, the “House 
for the Relief of the Suffering” was 
completed.

Padre Pio spent all but a small portion 
of his priestly ministry in the remote 
mountain town of San Giovanni Rotondo 
in Italy. He died in 1968 and was declared 
a saint in 2002.

STORIES OF THE SAINTS
September 23: Padre Pio

Adapted from saintsresource.com



ACADEMY  IN  ACTION

BACK IN SCHOOL AND 
READY FOR A GREAT YEAR!

As students returned to the classroom last week 
at the Academy they were greeted by some fun 
surprises and continued some beloved traditions.

To make the first day fun, the students entered 
school being announced by grade and walking a 
red carpet into the school. This set a joyous tone 
to the week. Students also found some updates to 
the school that were made over this summer. The 
computer lab was converted into a Makers Space, 
which is an interactive classroom designed for 
making, learning, exploring, and sharing that uses 
both high-tech and low-tech tools. It will be part 
of the STREAM class (Science, Technology, Reli-
gion, Engineering, Art, and Math) that all grades 
will utilize. 

PreK-3, PreK-4, and Kindergarten classrooms were 
moved to the lower level of the school, providing 
larger classroom spaces for each grade. 
Middle school students enjoyed a bit of nostalgia 
as they discovered the middle school classrooms 
were moved to the first floor, where most of them 
spent time in the Kindergarten to Second grade. 
Also, the Fourth and Fifth grade students learned 
that Mrs. Michelle Brooks, our middle school sci-
ence teacher will be teaching science to Fourth 
and Fifth grade this year as a way to prepare them 
for middle school and enrich the Academy sci-
ence program. 

The students 
were also happy 
to hear some fa-
miliar voices on 
the loudspeaker 
in the morn-
ing. This year, Fr. 
John Paladino, 
Msgr. Donald 
Guenther, and Fr. 

Michael Hanly will take turns leading the students 
in prayer each day. 

Continuing a beloved tradition, Eighth grade led 
the back to school mass on Friday. This is a special 
year for the Eighth grade as they take on more 
of a leadership role in the school and prepare for 
high school. Fr. John celebrated the mass with the 
school community and remined the students to 
try their best and put their faith in God this school 
year. We look forward to a wonderful year. FOR INFO, CONTACT ELAINE COUPE

at kecoupe@verizon.net

It's time to re-emerge and gather to reflect on 
where we have been this last year and how that 
has affected all of us. It's time to re-connect as a 
parish family and re-awaken our spirit in the up-
coming year!

IT'S BEEN A LONG YEAR AND IT'S BEEN A LONG YEAR AND 
WE HAVE MISSED YOU!WE HAVE MISSED YOU!

It is with that connection 
that we flourish and re-
main grounded and root-
ed. We are excited to see 
you again to re-root, till 
the ground, and strength-
en the vine to Christ.

I AM THE VINE I AM THE VINE 
AND YOU ARE AND YOU ARE 

THE BRANCHES.THE BRANCHES.  
John 15:15John 15:15

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 6 at 6:30-8:00pm

in the St. Bartholomew Gymnasium
Join us to share your experiences, re-connect, and 
allow us to help you to re-awaken your faith! Re-
freshments will be provided.

Volunteer for Emmaus Family Faith 
Formation and Make a Difference for the 

Children & Families of our Parish!

FOR INFO/SIGNUP, CONTACT STEVEN SERAFIN 
at sserafin@stbartholomewchurch.org

What will volunteers be doing?
We need small-group facilitators and aides for our 
Sunday 12pm and 4pm Faith Formation sessions. 
Each leader will direct a 30min small group lesson, 
activity, and/or discussion specific to a particular 
grade level.

Will I need to prepare anything?
We will provide each leader/aide with a guide that 
will help you direct the 30min session.

What is the time commitment?
Group leaders and aides can expect a 45-60min 
time commitment one Sunday a month.

Do I need to have experience as a teacher?
While experience can certainly be helpful, it is not 
expected or required! All you need is openness to 
being a witness of Christ!



FOR INFO, CONTACT JENNIFER RYAN
at yg@stbartholomewchurch.org

It’s here! Our kickoff meeting is upon us! If you 
are a local high school student and want to join 
the Youth Group Family, join us behind the church 
on September 18th at 6pm for fun and faith. If you 
unable to join us for the kickoff meeting, reach out 
to the Youth Minister to get on the list for the most 
up to date information on our next gatherings. Hope 
to see you there!

We are more than just matter...
we have an eternal soul! 

Join us as we explore the biggest questions of human 
life this week with Episode #2 of The Search on Monday, 
September 20th at 7pm and Tuesday, September 21st at 
1pm. The Search is a free weekly adult small group series 
running now through October.

If you would like to join us, please reach out to Pat Krema 
at pkrema@stbartholomewchurch.org to register for this 
FREE series. We hope to see you there!

FOR INFO, CONTACT PAT KREMA
at pkrema@stbartholomewchurch.org

Come pray with us for the Unborn Children who are 
lost through abortion. We also peacefully pray for all 
those harmed by the loss of these precious babies.

When: Sept 23rd to Oct 30th, 7am to 7pm

Volunteers usually pray an hour (or more) a week.  

Where: 196 Speedwell Ave, Morristown NJ
in front of Planned Parenthood

Visit 40daysforlife.com for more information.

Around the Community

Join us as we roll out a transformative 
experience of Family Faith Formation at St. 
Bartholomew's this year! We hope to walk 
with our families on the journey of faith 
while offering practical tools and resources 
to strengthen your relationship with God 
and with one another! Registration for our 
Emmaus Sunday sessions for Grade 1-6 
Families is still open! Visit our website for info 
and to sign up. The 9am sessions are full at 
this time but space remains in the 12pm and 
4pm sessions!

FOR INFO, CONTACT STEVEN SERAFIN
at sserafin@stbartholomewchurch.org

Emmaus Family Faith Formation

St. Bartholomew's requires all volunteers and 
staff who work with children in any capacity 
to take a Protecting God's Children class, have 
a current background check on file, and sub-
mit a volunteer application.

Two in-person Protecting God's Children ses-
sions will be offered at St. Bartholomew's:

Wednesday, September 29th
and Wednesday, October 20th

at 6:30pm in the St. Bartholomew Gym

Preregistration is required for all Protecting 
God’s Children sessions.

Please visit www.virtus.org or see our Parish 
and Academy websites for more information 
on registering.

PROTECTING GOD'S 
CHILDREN TRAINING

FOR INFO, CONTACT SANDRA CARROLL
at pgc@stbartholomewchurch.org

or call (908) 322-5192 x135.

THIS WEEK ON . . .



SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 19
7:30am  Margaret Sylvester
 req. by Bob & Maureen LaCoata
 Carl Grillo
 req. by the Caramico Family
9:00am Margaret Trigo
 req. by Sheila Del Guercio
 Tonino Novello
 req. by Antonio & Gisella Appezzato
10:30am Liliana Peduzzi
 req. by Madeline & Carmine Malgieri 
 Nancy Iosca
 req. by her Daughter, Theresa
Noon Thomas McMahon
 req. by Joan & Steve Falloon
 Mary & Michael Kelly (Living)
 40th Anniversary
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 20
6:30am  Stuart Santiago
 req. by Amy Algretti
8:30am Janet Dougherty
 req. by Mary & Mike Kelly
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 21
6:30am Richard & Deanna Quigley (Living)
 req. by Briana Quigley
8:30am Franco Bonavitacola
 req. by Loving Family
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 22 
6:30am Raymond Krema
 req. by Pat & Rich Krema
8:30am Lorraine Spencer
 req. by Elsa Lamastra
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 23
6:30am Wanda Best
 req. by Fran Valentine
8:30am Rose Sentarone
 req. by Fran Perla
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 24
6:30am People of the Parish
 
8:30am Lorraine Spencer
 req. by Paul & Michelle Lamastra
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 25
8:30am Christine Houlihan
 req. by Michael & Carole Driscoll
5:00pm Agnese Ferrara
 req. by Laura Sorge
 Emmie & Jimmy Cimino
 req. by Loving Family
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 26
7:30am  William Juelis
 req. by Larry & Linda Juelis
 Sr. Claire Ouimet
 req. by Jack & JoAnn Kovalcik
9:00am Agnese Ferrara
 req. by Danny & Marisa Ferrara
 Pietro & Giovina Appezzato
 req. by Antonio & Gisella Appezzato
10:30am John Gordon
 req. by wife, Ginger & Family 
 Donna Fantini
 req. by Al Fantini & Loving Family
Noon Maria Elbert
 req. by Paul & Maria Sorge
 Raffaela Cosentino
 req. by granddaughter, Pat & Family

Mass IntentionsMass Intentions

In the event of serious illness or hospitalization, the rectory 
should be notified. Visits to the sick and shut-ins are made 
by the priests, deacons and ministers of the Eucharist. It is 
not necessary for someone to be “gravely ill” to receive the 
Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick.

Please Note:
For privacy reasons and HIPAA regulations, names may only 
be added by members of the immediate family after they 
have received permission of the one who is sick.

Edilberto Agaton Jr.  Elizabeth Barker
Jacob Benedicto Francesca Cafolla 
Rina Conti Nancy DeCristofaro
Kathleen "Kay" Duff Tami Eddy 
Palmiro Ferraro Emma Lara 
Nadine Martinson Sue Mecca
Peter Morgan Andrea Muñoz 
James Pettit Kenneth Quigley 
Richard Quigley Patricia Uber 
Maureen Vincent   Dolores Waltsak 
Melinda Williams Franca Zingariello 
Joe Zingariello

Lord, hear our prayer.

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK

WELCOMED HOME BY GOD
Our sympathy and prayers are extended to the families of

Mary DeSando | Jean DeTore | Robert Tomasso

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord.

CELEBRATING THE SACRAMENTS

Baptisms are celebrated throughout the month on 
Saturdays and Sundays. First-time parents are required 
to complete Baptismal Preparation. Registration in 
advance is required. Please call 908.322.5192.

Confession is offered every Saturday at 4pm or call the 
rectory to schedule an appointment.

Archdiocesan policy requires that arrangements be 
made with a parish priest or deacon as soon as the 
engagement is announced.

Reconciliation

Baptism

Marriage

The Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults introduces 
adults to the Catholic faith and tradition, as well 
as  prepares adults for the sacraments of Baptism, 
Confirmation, and Eucharist, If you would like to 
learn more about becoming Catholic or receiving the 
sacraments at our parish, please contact Pat Krema: 
pkrema@stbartholomewchurch.org. We are happy to 
accompany you on your journey of faith!

RCIA: RECEIVING THE SACRAMENTS 
AND BECOMING CATHOLIC

  ALTAR CANDLES
 Jean & George Sayette
 req. by Cerminaro Family

 GIFTS OF BREAD & WINE
 Phyllis & Harold Anderson
 req. by Cerminaro Family

Special IntentionsSpecial Intentions



St. Bartholomew's has partnered with Amazon Smile. 
Please remember that while you shop consider using 
smile.amazon.com. The Amazon Smile Foundation will 
donate 0.5% of the price of eligible purchases to our 
church. It's no additional cost to you! Choose St. Bar-
tholomew Church via this link: https://smile.amazon.
com and start shopping! Thank you for your support.

STEWARDSHIP of TREASURE | SEPT. 12, 2021

Thank you for your support!

Envelope Collection:   $ 8,708
Faith Direct:    $ 11,281
Total:     $19,989
Archdiocesan Assessment  $ 2,720

PARISH OFFICE DIRECTORY
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Community Outreach Coordinator
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CARLA KELLY

Director of Confirmation
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PAULETTE CORONATO | JOSEPH DILLON

Parish Trustees

If you are an individual, a couple or a family that is experi-
encing difficulties, there are counseling services available to 
you. All calls are confidential. Fees can be adjusted to one’s 
financial situation. Please note, that no one will be turned 
away for an inability to pay. Counselors available to you:

Barbara Stumm-Gray, Ed.S. | 908.232.0893
Joseph Ochs, LPC | 732.221.6673
Dina Brue, LCSW | 646.643.5345

Laura Otchy, MS, Ed.S. LPC | 973.580.5930

COUNSELING SERVICES AVAILABLE

MASS AVAILABLE ON TV & ONLINE!

6

For the home bound Parishioner, tune in on Sundays 
at 10am to watch Mass. Comcast channel 34 or Verizon 
channel 22. Watch the Mass livestream on our website and 
Facebook page on Saturdays at 5pm and Sundays at 9am.

Supporting Our Parish
Streamline your offertory and simplify your support for St. 
Bartholomew the Apostle as we continue serve our parish-
ioners and those in need throughout the community. Now 
is a great time to make the switch to eGiving – you can sign 
up from your computer, smartphone or tablet, and set up a 
recurring donation or make a one-time gift. Sign up today 
by visiting faith.direct/NJ844, or text ‘Enroll’ to 908-324-
5627.Thank you for your continued support of our parish!

Available Services

EASY ONLINE GIVING WITH FAITH DIRECT

SUPPORT ST. BART'S 
WHEN YOU SHOP ON AMAZON!

Stay Connected!
FOLLOW US ON
SOCIAL MEDIA

for daily inspiration and 
all the latest parish news 
and updates!

908.322.5192
Email: contact@stbartholomewchurch.org

Web: www.stbartholomewchurch.org

ACADEMY OFFICE: 908.322.4265
admissions@stbacademy.org

RELIGIOUS ED OFFICE: 908.322.2359
religioused@stbartholomewchurch.org 

Office Hours:
Monday-Tuesday 8:30am-6:00pm

Wednesday-Friday: 8:30am-3:00pm

Saturday-Sunday: 9:00am-2:00pm

St. Bart Church

@stbartholomew_
church

JOIN OUR 
FLOCKNOTE

to receive our weekly 
newsletter & stay plugged 
in to all your favorite parish 
groups and ministries!

Scan the QR 
code or visit 
stbartschurch.
flocknote.com 
to join!


