
We, the Roman Catholic Community of 
St. Bartholomew the Apostle, are brought 
together by Jesus, as we recognize His 
presence among us in Word, Sacrament and 
each other. Through the grace of the Holy 
Spirit and the intercession of the Blessed 
Mother, we accept Jesus’ invitation to be 
His disciples by using our time, talent and 
treasure for the benefit of all. 

Rev. John J. Paladino, K.H.S.

Rev. Msgr. Donald E. Guenther
Rev. Michael A. Hanly

908.322.5192  ext. 114 
frpaladino@stbartholomewchurch.org

SEPTEMBER 26, 2021

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 2
4:00pm Confessions
5:00pm Vigil Mass - Fr. Paladino

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 3
7:30am - Fr. Hanly
9:00am - Fr. Ortiz
10:30am - Msgr. Guenther
NooN - Fr. Paladino
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Doing good in Jesus' name can help us to
store up treasures for ourselves in Heaven.

Jesus speaks today of the fires of Gehenna, a place 
feared and reviled by the residents of Jerusalem for 
centuries. It was viewed as a cursed place, the closest 
thing to hell we might imagine. It was in Gehenna 
where Jewish kings practiced the human sacrifice of 
children to appease pagan deities. To show their utter 
disdain for Gehenna and the evils that happened there, 
it eventually became a landfill where the populace 
of Jerusalem dumped their garbage. Gehenna was a 
place of fetid odors and unquenchable fire.  

To end up in Gehenna was akin to one’s worst nightmare. 
It was hell on earth. For Jesus, Gehenna is an artfully-
used metaphor to convince people to live in right 
relationship with God and one another, or else suffer 
the eternal consequences of a life lived for oneself 
rather than for God and for others. By this point in 
Mark’s Gospel, Jesus is already traveling the lonesome 
road to Calvary. He has told the Apostles that he is 
going to Jerusalem to die for sin and to destroy the 
powers of hell forever and for everyone.

It was Jesus’ desire that we all act in his name for 
God’s glory, in the same way that Moses wished that 
all God’s people would prophesy in the Spirit. Doing 
good in Jesus’ name can help us store up treasure for 
ourselves in heaven. In the second reading, James tells 
us you have lived on earth in luxury and pleasure, and 
that our sins against our fellow humans cry out to God 
for justice.  

Gehenna is all around us. It exists in the forms of 
temptation that distract us from God and take our 
focus off the many gifts and blessings that God gives to 
those who trust in him. Gehenna was outside Jerusalem. 
It was outside the walls of Jerusalem, outside the 
protection offered by the walled city. It was a feared 
place where both people and things were thrown away 
and left to rot. For us, the promise of life and eternal 
security can be found only within the walls of the Holy 
City. The more we cling to Christ and remain close at 
his side, and the more we demonstrate our love of God 
and neighbor, the less likely it is that we will be thrown 
into Gehenna, where their worm does not die, and the 
fire is not quenched.

Fr. John Paladino
FROM THE DESK OF

September 29th is the Feast of the Archangels: 
Michael, Gabriel, and Raphael. The angels are 
spiritual beings who serve and worship God and 
who also serve as messengers and guardians of 
the souls of the faithful. In this way, they are very 
active in our lives even though we cannot see 
them. Archangels are angels whom God has given 
a significant mission in salvation history - they 
have the highest rank among all the angels. These 
three archangels, Michael, Gabriel, and Raphael, 
are the only angels whose names are mentioned 
in Scripture. So who exactly are these heavenly 
defenders and what do we know about them?

The role of St. Michael is to defend those who 
love God from the powers of sin and evil. He is 
regarded as the guardian of the entire Church, 
as well as a protector in a special of firefighters, 
police officers, and soldiers.  His name means 
"who is there like God?" 

St. Gabriel, whose name means "God's Strength" 
is the messenger who brings good news to God's 
people. He is especially known for announcing 
to Mary that she would be the mother of Jesus. 
Gabriel is regarded as the protector of those 
who work in fields of communications, such as 
journalists, postmen, ambassadors, or couriers. 

St. Raphael, whose name means "God has healed," 
is the angel of healing and acts of mercy, serving 
as a vessel of the healing and purifying power of 
God's love. He is considered to be the guardian of 
spouses, pharmacists, and travelers.  

Angels of God: Michael, Gabriel, and Raphael, 
protect, defend, and pray for us!

FEAST DAYS THIS WEEK
September 29: Archangels

This weekend, we recognize our 2021 St. 
Bartholomew Knights and Dames and thank each 
of them for their time, talent and treasure that 
they have so generously shared with our parish 
community!

Sean McKenna
Kevin & Maria Moloney

Leonard Romano
Ted Schiller

Nicholas & Mary Schoendorf

Knights and Dames



ACADEMY  IN  ACTION

OFF TO A GREAT START
IN PREK-3!

The beginning of the 
school year has been 
an eventful one for our 
youngest students. The 
children in our PreK-3 pro-
gram, led by Mrs. Susan 
D’Apuzzo, have been busy 
exploring the school, get-
ting to know each other, 
learning about God and 
being introduced to the 
alphabet. Assisted by Mrs. 
Rose Sawchuk, our PreK-
3 instructional aide, the 
students had a wonder-
ful week and learned two 

songs, "I am Special" and "God Made the Sun". They 
attended their first specials classes, Music, STREAM, 
Art, and Gym. The students enjoyed visiting the 
new Makers Space for STREAM where they created 
a picture of what they did over the summer. They 
traced straight lines, wavy lines and zigzag lines in 
Art. In Gym, they played a fun game of dinosaur tag 
and capture the dinosaur eggs. It was a wonderful 
first full week of school.

Our Home School Association (HSA) is planning a 
fun year with a mix of fundraisers and social events. 
The HSA Board Members for the 2021-2022 school 
year are: Dana Califano and Claudia Salles, Event 
Coordinators; Jennifer Peoples, Preparation Manag-
er; Staci Gialanella and Nishani Thomas, New Parent 
Ambassadors; Frances Camargo and Fabrizia Ro-
tondo, Class Parent Managers; Kara Asciutto, Media 
Manger; and Genevieve Williams, Meeting Secre-
tary. While it is unlikely the Academy community 
will be able to have large indoor events, the HSA 
Board is planning some outdoor events for the stu-
dents to celebrate Halloween and Christmas. Two 
current fundraisers that are open to the whole com-
munity are Mabel’s Labels - https://mabelslabels.
com/en_US/fundraising/support and Shop Raise 
- https://shopraise.com/supporters. We thank you 
for your support of the Academy! 

Volunteer for Emmaus Family Faith 
Formation and Make a Difference for the 

Children & Families of our Parish!

FOR INFO/SIGNUP, CONTACT STEVEN SERAFIN 
at sserafin@stbartholomewchurch.org

What will volunteers be doing?
We need small-group facilitators and aides for our 
Sunday 12pm and 4pm Faith Formation sessions. 
Each leader will direct a 30min small group lesson, 
activity, and/or discussion specific to a particular 
grade level.

Will I need to prepare anything?
We will provide each leader/aide with a guide that 
will help you direct the 30min session.

What is the time commitment?
Group leaders and aides can expect a 45-60min 
time commitment one Sunday a month.

Do I need to have experience as a teacher?
While experience can certainly be helpful, it is not 
expected or required! All you need is openness to 
being a witness of Christ!

Help support the 8th grade class by cleaning out 
your closets and bringing all donations to the front 
parking lot on Saturday Oct. 2nd between 8am-12pm. 
Simply pull into the lot and the students will unload 
your cars for you! We will be accepting donations of 
clothing, shoes, linens, handbags, and soft house-
hold items such as towels, blankets, sheets pillows, 
comforters and curtains. If you have items ready 
to donate before Oct. 2nd please contact Mary at 
Maryperr14@gmail.com to arrange an early drop 
off!  Thank you so much for your support!

8TH GRADE CLOTHING DRIVE

St. Bartholomew's requires all volunteers and staff 
who work with children in any capacity to take a 
Protecting God's Children class, have a current 
background check on file, and submit a volunteer 
application.

Two in-person Protecting God's Children sessions 
will be offered at St. Bartholomew's:

Wednesday, September 29th
and Wednesday, October 20th

at 6:30pm in the St. Bartholomew Gym

Preregistration is required for all Protecting God’s 
Children sessions.

Please visit www.virtus.org or see our Parish and 
Academy websites for registration information.

FOR INFO, CONTACT SANDRA CARROLL
at pgc@stbartholomewchurch.org

or call (908) 322-5192 x135.

PROTECTING GOD'S 
CHILDREN TRAINING



FOR INFO, CONTACT JENNIFER RYAN
at yg@stbartholomewchurch.org

The kickoff meeting for Youth Group last week 
was filled with both familiar faces and new ones.  
So glad to be back together with all of you. “For 
where two or three are gathered in my name, 
there am I among them.” Matthew 18:20. Thank 
you to those who were able to donate items for 
Haitian relief. If you missed the first meeting, no 
worries, join us for the next meeting September 
26th at 6pm.

All through human history man has looked to 
something outside himself for the answers to life. 
Have we given up on God? Do we think science 
has disproven him? Do we think society is better 
off without him? Join us for Episode #3 of The 
Search as we tackle big questions and hear from 
astrophysicists, chemists, Harvard professors, and 
more to make the case that it’s not only reasonable 
to believe in God—it’s essential if you want to have 
a truly amazing life!

Join us on Monday, September 27th at 7pm in the 
St. Bartholomew cafeteria or Tuesday, September 
28th at 1pm in the St. Bartholomew Rectory. There is 
no cost to attend and all are welcome!

FOR INFO, CONTACT PAT KREMA
at pkrema@stbartholomewchurch.org

TO RESERVE YOUR SPOT, CONTACT ELAINE
at kecoupe@verizon.net

It's time to re-emerge and gather to reflect on where 
we have been this last year and how that has affect-
ed all of us. It's time to re-connect as a parish family 
and re-awaken our spirit in the upcoming year!

It's been a long year and we have missed you!

It is with that connection 
that we flourish and remain 
grounded and rooted. We 
are excited to see you again 
to re-root, till the ground, 
and strengthen the vine to 
Christ.

I AM THE VINE I AM THE VINE 
AND YOU ARE AND YOU ARE 

THE BRANCHES.THE BRANCHES.  
John 15:15John 15:15

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 6 at 6:30-8:00pm

in the St. Bartholomew Gymnasium

Join us to share your experiences, re-connect, and 
allow us to help you to re-awaken your faith! Re-
freshments will be provided.

A Night for Fellowship, 
Looking Back and Planning Forward!

Around the Community
THIS WEEK:

EPISODE 3 - WHY A GOD?

St. Bartholomew Bereavement Support group 
for the loss of a loved one will begin on Thursday, 
October 14th and continue through December 2nd. 
Meetings will be held from 6:45-8:30pm and will take 
place at Rossi Funeral Home, 1937 Westfield Ave, 
Scotch Plains, NJ. Please RSVP to Joanne Gurske at 
(908) 889-4375, Patricia Roe at (908) 400-1590 or 
Bernadette at (908) 510-0095. Masks are required.

Please pray for our young St. Bartholomew 
parishioners as they begin their school year at Union 
Catholic:

Taylor Benjamin, Isabella Capati, Evelyn Downey, 
Garrett Kluckas, Nathan Korner, Brooke LaBarge, 
Kate LaBarge, Isabella LaFerrera, Michael Mahaffey, 
Andrew Miller-Rofail, Zachary Patrone, Alessandra 
Patti, Giulia Patti, Ella Peoples, Jack Perreault, Zoe 
Psathas, John Roder, Riley Roder, Grace Romanyshyn, 
Isabella Ruiz, Sean Saggion, and Matthew Teevan.

UNION CATHOLIC IS 
BACK TO SCHOOL!



SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 26
7:30am  William Juelis
 req. by Larry & Linda Juelis
 Sr. Claire Ouimet
 req. by Jack & JoAnn Kovalcik
9:00am Agnese Ferrara
 req. by Danny & Marisa Ferrara
 Pietro & Giovina Appezzato
 req. by Antonio & Gisella Appezzato
10:30am John Gordon
 req. by wife, Ginger & Family 
 Donna Fantini
 req. by Al Fantini & Loving Family
Noon Maria Elbert
 req. by Paul & Maria Sorge
 Raffaela Cosentino
 req. by granddaughter, Pat & Family
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 27
6:30am  People of the Parish
  
8:30am Jaime Valez
 req. by Steve & Marianne Luongo
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 28
6:30am Joseph Michael Egan
 req. by Catherine Castaldo & 
 Thomas Nobile
8:30am Dennis Surbrug
 req. by Loving Family
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 29 
6:30am Winifred Schoendorf
 req. by the Conroy Family
8:30am Peggy Ann Whitty Carter
 req. by Tom Otchy
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 30
6:30am Angel Greco
 req. by Jill & Michael Rebuth
8:30am Sr. Claire Ouimet
 req. by Elaine & Kevin Coupe
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 1
6:30am Amar Fortunato Buenconsejo
 req. by William Shore
8:30am Barbara Germinder
 req. by Mathilda Blahosky
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 2
8:30am Helen Tomasko
 req. by Joe Tomasko
5:00pm Galizio & Elisa Passucci
 req. by son, Guido & Barbara
 Agatina & Riccardo Marcovecchio
 req. by Daughter & Family
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 3
7:30am  John Cox
 req. by Joe Tomasko
 Daniel Iasello
 req. by Family
9:00am Mario DiFrancesco
 req. by Roberto & Laura Sorge
 Maria Checchia
 req. by Antonietta DiNizo
10:30am Tierney Family
 req. by Bill & Joanne Mealia 
 Michael Novello
 req. by Maria Novello & Family
Noon Sean Hanniffy
 req. by John & Barbara Smith
 Joseph Fantini
 req. by Kathleen Caivano
4:00pm Frances Pitonzo
 req. by Fr. John Paladino

Mass IntentionsMass Intentions

In the event of serious illness or hospitalization, the rectory 
should be notified. Visits to the sick and shut-ins are made 
by the priests, deacons and ministers of the Eucharist. It is 
not necessary for someone to be “gravely ill” to receive the 
Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick.

Please Note:
For privacy reasons and HIPAA regulations, names may only 
be added by members of the immediate family after they 
have received permission of the one who is sick.

Edilberto Agaton Jr.  Elizabeth Barker
Jacob Benedicto Francesca Cafolla 
Rina Conti Nancy DeCristofaro
Kathleen "Kay" Duff Tami Eddy 
Palmiro Ferraro Emma Lara
Baby Paisley Lewis Nadine Martinson 
Sue Mecca Peter Morgan 
Andrea Muñoz James Pettit 
Kenneth Quigley Richard Quigley 
Patricia Uber Maureen Vincent   
Dolores Waltsak Melinda Williams 
Franca Zingariello Joe Zingariello

Lord, hear our prayer.

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK

WELCOMED HOME BY GOD
Our sympathy and prayers are extended to the families of

Angela DiNardo

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord.

CELEBRATING THE SACRAMENTS

Baptisms are celebrated throughout the month on 
Saturdays and Sundays. First-time parents are required 
to complete Baptismal Preparation. Registration in 
advance is required. Please call 908.322.5192.

Confession is offered every Saturday at 4pm or call the 
rectory to schedule an appointment.

Archdiocesan policy requires that arrangements be 
made with a parish priest or deacon as soon as the 
engagement is announced.

Reconciliation

Baptism

Marriage

The Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults introduces 
adults to the Catholic faith and tradition, as well 
as  prepares adults for the sacraments of Baptism, 
Confirmation, and Eucharist, If you would like to 
learn more about becoming Catholic or receiving the 
sacraments at our parish, please contact Pat Krema: 
pkrema@stbartholomewchurch.org. We are happy to 
accompany you on your journey of faith!

RCIA: RECEIVING THE SACRAMENTS 
AND BECOMING CATHOLIC



St. Bartholomew's has partnered with Amazon Smile. 
Please remember that while you shop consider using 
smile.amazon.com. The Amazon Smile Foundation will 
donate 0.5% of the price of eligible purchases to our 
church. It's no additional cost to you! Choose St. Bar-
tholomew Church via this link: https://smile.amazon.
com and start shopping! Thank you for your support.

STEWARDSHIP of TREASURE | SEPT. 19, 2021

Thank you for your support!

Envelope Collection:   $ 7,320
Faith Direct:    $ 11,281
Total:     $18,601

PARISH OFFICE DIRECTORY

STEVEN SERAFIN
Pastoral Associate

sserafin@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 112
PAUL MILAN

Director of Liturgy & Music
pmilan@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 260

PATRICIA KREMA
Coordinator of Liturgy & Adult Faith Formation

pkrema@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 126
BRIANA QUIGLEY

Director of Communications
bquigley@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 130

CATHERINE ZIOBRO
Community Outreach Coordinator

cziobro@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 108
CARLA KELLY

Director of Confirmation
ckelly@stbartholomewchurch.org

JENNIFER RYAN
Director of Youth Ministry

yg@stbartholomewchurch.org
SANDRA CARROLL

Safe Environment Director
pgc@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 135

CINDY PITONZO
Business Manager

cpitonzo@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 129
KATHY KOBLISKA

Office Manager
kkobliska@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 100

DENNIS WEISS
Facilities Manager

dweiss@stbartholomewchurch.org
PAULETTE CORONATO | JOSEPH DILLON

Parish Trustees

If you are an individual, a couple or a family that is experi-
encing difficulties, there are counseling services available to 
you. All calls are confidential. Fees can be adjusted to one’s 
financial situation. Please note, that no one will be turned 
away for an inability to pay. Counselors available to you:

Barbara Stumm-Gray, Ed.S. | 908.232.0893
Joseph Ochs, LPC | 732.221.6673
Dina Brue, LCSW | 646.643.5345

Laura Otchy, MS, Ed.S. LPC | 973.580.5930

COUNSELING SERVICES AVAILABLE

MASS AVAILABLE ON TV & ONLINE!

6

For the home bound Parishioner, tune in on Sundays 
at 10am to watch Mass. Comcast channel 34 or Verizon 
channel 22. Watch the Mass livestream on our website and 
Facebook page on Saturdays at 5pm and Sundays at 9am.

Supporting Our Parish
Streamline your offertory and simplify your support for St. 
Bartholomew the Apostle as we continue serve our parish-
ioners and those in need throughout the community. Now 
is a great time to make the switch to eGiving – you can sign 
up from your computer, smartphone or tablet, and set up a 
recurring donation or make a one-time gift. Sign up today 
by visiting faith.direct/NJ844, or text ‘Enroll’ to 908-324-
5627.Thank you for your continued support of our parish!

Available Services

EASY ONLINE GIVING WITH FAITH DIRECT

SUPPORT ST. BART'S 
WHEN YOU SHOP ON AMAZON!

Stay Connected!
FOLLOW US ON
SOCIAL MEDIA

for daily inspiration and 
all the latest parish news 
and updates!

908.322.5192
Email: contact@stbartholomewchurch.org

Web: www.stbartholomewchurch.org

ACADEMY OFFICE: 908.322.4265
admissions@stbacademy.org

RELIGIOUS ED OFFICE: 908.322.2359
religioused@stbartholomewchurch.org 

Office Hours:
Monday-Tuesday 8:30am-6:00pm

Wednesday-Friday: 8:30am-3:00pm

Saturday-Sunday: 9:00am-2:00pm

St. Bart Church

@stbartholomew_
church

JOIN OUR 
FLOCKNOTE

to receive our weekly 
newsletter & stay plugged 
in to all your favorite parish 
groups and ministries!

Scan the QR 
code or visit 
stbartschurch.
flocknote.com 
to join!


