
We, the Roman Catholic Community of 
St. Bartholomew the Apostle, are brought 
together by Jesus, as we recognize His 
presence among us in Word, Sacrament and 
each other. Through the grace of the Holy 
Spirit and the intercession of the Blessed 
Mother, we accept Jesus’ invitation to be 
His disciples by using our time, talent and 
treasure for the benefit of all. 
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SATURDAY, OCTOBER 9
4:00pm Confessions
5:00pm Vigil Mass - Fr. Hanly

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 10
7:30am - Msgr. Guenther
9:00am - Fr. Ortiz
10:30am - Fr. Paladino
NooN - Fr. Hanly
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Human life plays out under the shadow of the cross.

Until God’s kingdom finally and fully comes, humanity will always 
know the pain of suffering and death. We live in a fallen world. Hopes 
of happily ever after rub against real struggles. People change. 
People cheat. People grow apart. Life rarely goes as planned— for 
better and for worse. 

Today’s gospel highlights one particular point of pain for many 
people across time: divorce. Before we get too far, it is important 
to point out that this can be a difficult reading to digest especially 
for the many of us who have experienced divorce first hand— either 
within our own marriage or that of a loved one. Too many preachers 
over the years have used this gospel passage to judge and condemn. 
Today, let us instead approach the text with the greatest sensitivity 
and care for each other. 

It can be easy to chalk up Jesus’ teaching on divorce and remarriage 
as legalistic without taking a deeper look. Phrases like “What God has 
joined together, no human must separate” and “commits adultery”  
may seem harsh at first glance. But this is exactly the opposite of 
what Jesus intends. Upon further reflection we encounter a Jesus in 
today’s gospel who subverts patriarchal norms and sides with the 
oppressed. His radical actions give a glimpse of the kingdom of God 
still to come— a kingdom of possibility and grace. 

Jesus preached this message at a time when women held even less 
rights than they do today. Men held the power to initiate divorce, 
as we see in the Pharisees’ question to Jesus: “Is it lawful for a 
husband to divorce his wife?” They pay no attention, legally or 
socially, to the needs of wives despite the great threat of divorce to 
their livelihoods. The women Jesus encountered who experienced 
divorce could easily end up with nothing— no money, no shelter, no 
protections— regardless of the reason for the divorce. 

So Jesus, ever concerned for the lowly and least, expands the norms 
for divorce. In verse 12, he makes note of the woman’s ability to 
divorce her husband. Both parties hold responsibility for proceeding 
with respect and reverence. Jesus’ empowerment of women in the 
divorce proceedings reflects his push toward greater justice for the 
marginalized. 

To be clear, Jesus does not advocate for divorce on a whim or as a 
simple solution to marital challenges. The Mosaic Law may allow for 
divorce, but in a perfect world, love lasts forever until death do us 
part. This is the world Jesus comes to usher in— a world overflowing 
with God’s everlasting peace and unity where there will be no more 
death, no more mourning, or crying, or pain (Rev 21:4). 

It is no secret that we are not yet living in this perfect world. We 
mourn. We cry. We feel pain. And sometimes, our relationships die. 
Knowing we cannot bring about the kingdom on our own, Jesus calls 
us to embrace God’s abundant grace, to receive the possibilities of 
the coming kingdom like a child— eager, energized, full of wonder 
and awe.

Our lives will no doubt continue to unfold under the shadow of the 
cross for the foreseeable future. As we navigate the difficulties of 
today— especially any relational challenges— may we lean on the 
hope of Jesus for the coming of God’s perfect kingdom. 

Fr. John Paladino
FROM THE DESK OF

STORIES OF THE SAINTS
Oct 4: St. Francis of Assisi
The patron saint of Italy, Francis of 
Assisi was a man who astounded and 
inspired the Church by taking the gospel 
literally—not in a narrow fundamentalist 
sense, but by actually following all that 
Jesus said and did, joyfully, without limit, 
and without a sense of self-importance.

Serious illness brought the young 
Francis to see the emptiness of his 
frolicking life as leader of Assisi’s youth. 
From the cross in the neglected field-
chapel of San Damiano, Christ told him, 
“Francis, go out and build up my house, 
for it is nearly falling down.” Francis 
became the totally poor and humble 
workman.

He must have suspected a deeper 
meaning to “build up my house.” But 
he would have been content to be for 
the rest of his life the poor “nothing” 
man actually putting brick on brick in 
abandoned chapels. He gave up all his 
possessions, piling even his clothes 
before his earthly father—who was 
demanding restitution for Francis’ 
“gifts” to the poor—so that he would 
be totally free to say, “Our Father in 
heaven.” He was, for a time, considered 
to be a religious fanatic, begging from 
door to door when he could not get 
money for his work, evoking sadness 
or disgust to the hearts of his former 
friends, ridicule from the unthinking.

But genuineness will tell. A few people 
began to realize that this man was 
actually trying to be Christian. He really 
believed what Jesus said: “Announce 
the kingdom! Possess no gold or silver 
or copper in your purses, no traveling 
bag, no sandals, no staff” (Luke 9:1-3).

Francis of Assisi was poor only that 
he might be Christ-like. He recognized 
creation as another manifestation 
of the beauty of God. In 1979, he was 
named patron of ecology. He did great 
penance—apologizing to “Brother 
Body” later in life—that he might be 
totally disciplined for the will of God. 
Francis’ poverty had a sister, Humility, 
by which he meant total dependence 
on the good God. But all this was, as 
it were, preliminary to the heart of 
his spirituality: living the gospel life, 
summed up in the charity of Jesus and 
perfectly expressed in the Eucharist.

Adapted from franciscanmedia.org



ACADEMY  IN  ACTION

PINWHEELS FOR PEACE

St. Bartholomew Students in Pre-Kindergarten 
through Third grade took part in an international 
art and literacy project, “Pinwheels for Peace” to 
celebrate International Day of Peace on September 
21st. The students planted pinwheels in front of the 
Convent on the Academy campus in a culmination 
of a week spent focusing on peace and what that 
means to the students. 

The U.N. found-
ed “International 
Day of Peace” in 
1981 to honor the 
establishment of 
the U.N. Assem-
bly. Today, it con-
tinues as a day of 
reflection upon 
the power and 
meaning of peace 
across human-
ity. “Pinwheels for 

Peace” is an art installation project started in 2005 
by two art teachers from Florida.  The project is de-
signed to allow students to express their feelings 
about what is happening in the world and in their 
lives.  In its first year, groups in over 1,325 locations 
throughout the world were spinning approximately 
500,000 pinwheels on September 21st.  Last year, 
in its ninth year, over 4 million pinwheels were spin-
ning in over 3,500 locations, including the United 
States, Europe, Asia, Australia, Canada, the Middle 
East, Africa and South America. 

In the days lead-
ing up to plant-
ing their pin-
wheels, teachers 
led discussions 
about the con-
cept of “peace” 
in their class-
rooms. Then the 
students cre-
ated pinwheels 
and on the pet-
als wrote or il-
lustrated what they thought peace meant to them.  
Their thoughts included “calm,” “quiet,” and “happy. 
The spinning of the pinwheels in the wind spread 
thoughts and feelings about peace throughout the 
country and the world.
The Academy community also held a prayer service 
to mark International Day of Peace. The prayer ser-
vice reminded the students that they are all part of 
one global family and encouraged the students to 
reflect on how they can be peacemakers at home 
and in the greater community.

This past weekend, we recognized our 2021 St. 
Bartholomew Knights and Dames and thank each 
of them for sharing their unique gifts and talents 
for the betterment of this parish community.

Sean McKenna
Kevin & Maria Moloney

Leonard Romano
Ted Schiller

Nicholas & Mary Schoendorf

Congratulations!

Knights and Dames
St. Bartholomew

Young Adults 20-35 are welcome to join us for The 
Search, an innovative video series that tackles the 
key questions of every human heart. In six beautifully 
filmed episodes, experts from the fields of science, 
medicine, psychology, art and religion examine our 
place in the larger story of existence. Come join us for 
fellowship, faith-sharing, or simply asking questions 
and learning more. We hope to see you there!

DETAILS:
We will gather on Thursday evenings at 6:30pm 
in the St. Bartholomew Cafeteria, now through 

October 28th.
 

REGISTER:
To ensure that we are prepared with adequate food 
and space for the group, we ask that participants 
please sign up at stbartholomewchurch.org on the 

Young Adult Ministry page.

CONTACT:
Please reach out to Briana Quigley, bquigley@
stbartholomewchurch.org with any questions.



FOR INFO, CONTACT JENNIFER RYAN
at yg@stbartholomewchurch.org

Two meetings in and it is such a pleasure to see 
old friends! It is also very exciting to see new 
faces that we look forward to calling friend. Last 
Sunday, we gathered and tried to find our fictional 
other half. The feeling of imposter syndrome can 
happen to anybody, anytime, in any aspect of 
their life. The leaders and members realized they 
were not alone is this experience. The game that 
followed was also along this theme of being an 
imposter and was quite a laugh. We were blessed 
to have Mr. Steven Serafin, Pastoral Associate, 
join us for our prayer before snacks. If you are 
a high school student and want to join us, come 
to our next gathering on Oct. 10th at 6pm. Reach 
out to the Youth Minister for the most up-to-date 
information.

We all love a good story - from the characters, 
the twists and turns of a captivating plot, and the 
dynamics of a conflict, to the resolution at the 
end. Perhaps we love stories because they give us 
insight into ourselves, animating a deeper sense 
of meaning in our lives. The Bible is the story of 
God's love for us. Join us as we dive in and discover 
our place in that story in Episode 4 of The Search: 
What's Our Story?

We will meet on Monday, October 4th at 7pm in the 
St. Bartholomew cafeteria or Tuesday, October 5th 
at 1pm in the St. Bartholomew Rectory. There is no 
cost to attend and all are welcome!

FOR INFO, CONTACT PAT KREMA
at pkrema@stbartholomewchurch.org

TO RESERVE YOUR SPOT, CONTACT ELAINE
at kecoupe@verizon.net

It's time to re-emerge and gather to reflect on where 
we have been this last year and how that has affect-
ed all of us. It's time to re-connect as a parish family 
and re-awaken our spirit in the upcoming year!

It's been a long year and we have missed you!

It is with that connection 
that we flourish and remain 
grounded and rooted. We 
are excited to see you again 
to re-root, till the ground, 
and strengthen the vine to 
Christ.

I AM THE VINE I AM THE VINE 
AND YOU ARE AND YOU ARE 

THE BRANCHES.THE BRANCHES.  
John 15:15John 15:15

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 6 at 6:30-8:00pm

in the St. Bartholomew Gymnasium

Join us to share your experiences, re-connect, and 
allow us to help you to re-awaken your faith! Re-
freshments will be provided.

A Night for Fellowship, 
Looking Back and Planning Forward!

JOIN US THIS WEEK
ON THE SEARCH!

Join us after Mass next weekend!

Come join us and meet your fellow parishioners! Par-
ish Life is hosting our first Coffee Social of the year 
on Sunday, October 10th from 8am-12pm in the St. 
Bartholomew Cafeteria. We will have assorted drinks 
including coffee, tea and hot chocolate, along with 
donuts, bagels and more. There's a little something 
for everyone! Hope to see you there!

We are collecting the following items for E-Port 
Community Center in Elizabeth, NJ to distribute to 
citizens who have been displaced by Hurricane Ida 
and are currently staying in hotels:

Cleaning Supplies 
Soap 
Toothbrushes & Toothpaste
Deodorant
 
Please drop off donations in the basket in front of the 
rectory this coming weekend, October 9-10.

SUPPORTING THOSE 
AFFECTED BY HURRICANE IDA



SUNDAY, OCTOBER 3
7:30am  John Cox
 req. by Joe Tomasko
 Daniel Iasello
 req. by Family
9:00am Mario DiFrancesco
 req. by Roberto & Laura Sorge
 Maria Checchia
 req. by Antonietta DiNizo
10:30am Tierney Family
 req. by Bill & Joanne Mealia 
 Michael Novello
 req. by Maria Novello & Family
Noon Sean Hanniffy
 req. by John & Barbara Smith
 Joseph Fantini
 req. by Kathleen Caivano
4:00pm Frances Pitonzo
 req. by Fr. John Paladino
MONDAY, OCTOBER 4
6:30am  Ines Del Castillo
 req. by Maryann E. Matteo 
8:30am Raymond J. Mikovitz
 req. by Maureen & Ted Meylor
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 5
6:30am Emilia de Souza
 req. by the Fenandoe Family
8:30am Marcia Fielden (1st Anniversary)
 req. by Kathy & Paul
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 6 
6:30am Maryann Samer
 req. by Sister, Lu
8:30am John Dowling
 req. by Wife & Loving Family
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 7
6:30am Ramon Soriano
 req. by Trotte Family
8:30am Leonard Romano
 req. by Elaine & Kevin Coupe
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 8
6:30am Al Fantini
 req. by Maria & Rocco DiFrancesco
8:30am Donna Fantini
 req. by Al Fantini & Loving Family
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 9
8:30am Leonard Romano
 req. by Joann & Jack Kovalcik
5:00pm Alfonso Pulice
 req. by his Loving Daughter
 Frank B. Reilly
 req. by Frank & Emily Cannone
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 10
7:30am  Victor De Stephan
 req. by Daughter, Lu
 Margaret Sylvester
 req. by Robert & Jaclyn LaCosta
9:00am Grace Culliman
 req. by Loving Family
 Kenneth Blom
 req. by Dolores Blom
10:30am Nicholas Iosca
 req. by daughter, Theresa 
 Lee Fusselman
 req. by Rebuth Family
Noon Joseph Cullinan
 req. by Loving Family
 Frank DiLollo, Sr.
 req. by Donna Iasello

Mass IntentionsMass Intentions

In the event of serious illness or hospitalization, the rectory 
should be notified. Visits to the sick and shut-ins are made 
by the priests, deacons and ministers of the Eucharist. It is 
not necessary for someone to be “gravely ill” to receive the 
Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick.

Please Note:
For privacy reasons and HIPAA regulations, names may only 
be added by members of the immediate family after they 
have received permission of the one who is sick.

Edilberto Agaton Jr.  Elizabeth Barker
Jacob Benedicto Francesca Cafolla 
Rina Conti Nancy DeCristofaro
Kathleen "Kay" Duff Tami Eddy 
Palmiro Ferraro Emma Lara
 Nadine Martinson Peter Morgan 
Andrea Muñoz James Pettit 
Kenneth Quigley Richard Quigley 
Patricia Uber Maureen Vincent   
Dolores Waltsak Melinda Williams 
Franca Zingariello Joe Zingariello

Lord, hear our prayer.

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK

CELEBRATING THE SACRAMENTS

Baptisms are celebrated throughout the month on 
Saturdays and Sundays. First-time parents are required 
to complete Baptismal Preparation. Registration in 
advance is required. Please call 908.322.5192.

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR NEWLY BAPTIZED!

Confession is offered every Saturday at 4pm or call the 
rectory to schedule an appointment.

Archdiocesan policy requires that arrangements be 
made with a parish priest or deacon as soon as the 
engagement is announced.

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR NEWLYWEDS!
Robert Vesselli, Jr. & Nadia DiCesare – September 10

Daniel Polari & Megan O’Shea – September 18
Jason Agosta & Vivian Fu – September 18

Wayne Giampino & Dilys Correia - September 25

Reconciliation

Baptism

Marriage

Shane Robert, son of Matthew & Meredith Ince
Emilia, daughter of John & Carly Bathan

Jack Thomas, John & Mary Boyle
Elijah Rego, son of Maliek & Kimberly Flynn

Valentina Maria, daughter Andres & Paola Puerta
Thomas Paul, son of Michael & Megan Gennaro

Noelle Katherine, daughter of Michael & Molly Griffith
Gianna Shay, daughter of Russell & Brittany Starling

William Joseph, IV, son of William & Colleen Rumaker, III
Liliana Marie, daughter of Mattew & Nicole Gubitosi

Ella Rose, daughter of Andrew & Andrea Fong
Olivia Grace, daughter of Andrew & Andrea Fong

Biagio Joseph, son of Brian & Dana Brewer
Sebastian Arthur, son of Evan & Danielle Leitner

William Linus, son of Daniel & Kara Beck
Alexander Rafael, son of Vicente & Kelly Velez

Special IntentionsSpecial Intentions
  SANCTUARY LAMP
 Sean Hannify
 req. by John & Barbara Smith



St. Bartholomew's has partnered with Amazon Smile. 
Please remember that while you shop consider using 
smile.amazon.com. The Amazon Smile Foundation will 
donate 0.5% of the price of eligible purchases to our 
church. It's no additional cost to you! Choose St. Bar-
tholomew Church via this link: https://smile.amazon.
com and start shopping! Thank you for your support.

STEWARDSHIP of TREASURE | SEPT. 19, 2021

Thank you for your support!

Envelope Collection:   $ 7,556
Faith Direct:    $ 11,281
Total:     $18,837

PARISH OFFICE DIRECTORY

STEVEN SERAFIN
Pastoral Associate

sserafin@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 112
PAUL MILAN

Director of Liturgy & Music
pmilan@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 260

PATRICIA KREMA
Coordinator of Liturgy & Adult Faith Formation

pkrema@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 126
BRIANA QUIGLEY

Director of Communications
bquigley@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 130

CATHERINE ZIOBRO
Community Outreach Coordinator

cziobro@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 108
CARLA KELLY

Director of Confirmation
ckelly@stbartholomewchurch.org

JENNIFER RYAN
Director of Youth Ministry

yg@stbartholomewchurch.org
SANDRA CARROLL

Safe Environment Director
pgc@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 135

CINDY PITONZO
Business Manager

cpitonzo@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 129
KATHY KOBLISKA

Office Manager
kkobliska@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 100

DENNIS WEISS
Facilities Manager

dweiss@stbartholomewchurch.org
PAULETTE CORONATO | JOSEPH DILLON

Parish Trustees

If you are an individual, a couple or a family that is experi-
encing difficulties, there are counseling services available to 
you. All calls are confidential. Fees can be adjusted to one’s 
financial situation. Please note, that no one will be turned 
away for an inability to pay. Counselors available to you:

Barbara Stumm-Gray, Ed.S. | 908.232.0893
Joseph Ochs, LPC | 732.221.6673
Dina Brue, LCSW | 646.643.5345

Laura Otchy, MS, Ed.S. LPC | 973.580.5930

COUNSELING SERVICES AVAILABLE

MASS AVAILABLE ON TV & ONLINE!

6

For the home bound Parishioner, tune in on Sundays 
at 10am to watch Mass. Comcast channel 34 or Verizon 
channel 22. Watch the Mass livestream on our website and 
Facebook page on Saturdays at 5pm and Sundays at 9am.

Supporting Our Parish
Streamline your offertory and simplify your support for St. 
Bartholomew the Apostle as we continue serve our parish-
ioners and those in need throughout the community. Now 
is a great time to make the switch to eGiving – you can sign 
up from your computer, smartphone or tablet, and set up a 
recurring donation or make a one-time gift. Sign up today 
by visiting faith.direct/NJ844, or text ‘Enroll’ to 908-324-
5627.Thank you for your continued support of our parish!

Available Services

EASY ONLINE GIVING WITH FAITH DIRECT

SUPPORT ST. BART'S 
WHEN YOU SHOP ON AMAZON!

Stay Connected!
FOLLOW US ON
SOCIAL MEDIA

for daily inspiration and 
all the latest parish news 
and updates!

908.322.5192
Email: contact@stbartholomewchurch.org

Web: www.stbartholomewchurch.org

ACADEMY OFFICE: 908.322.4265
admissions@stbacademy.org

RELIGIOUS ED OFFICE: 908.322.2359
religioused@stbartholomewchurch.org 

Office Hours:
Monday-Tuesday 8:30am-6:00pm

Wednesday-Friday: 8:30am-3:00pm

Saturday-Sunday: 9:00am-2:00pm

St. Bart Church

@stbartholomew_
church

JOIN OUR 
FLOCKNOTE

to receive our weekly 
newsletter & stay plugged 
in to all your favorite parish 
groups and ministries!

Scan the QR 
code or visit 
stbartschurch.
flocknote.com 
to join!


