
We, the Roman Catholic Community of 
St. Bartholomew the Apostle, are brought 
together by Jesus, as we recognize His 
presence among us in Word, Sacrament and 
each other. Through the grace of the Holy 
Spirit and the intercession of the Blessed 
Mother, we accept Jesus’ invitation to be 
His disciples by using our time, talent and 
treasure for the benefit of all. 

Rev. John J. Paladino, K.H.S.

Rev. Msgr. Donald E. Guenther
Rev. Michael A. Hanly

908.322.5192  ext. 114 
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SATURDAY, OCTOBER 23
4:00pm Confessions
5:00pm Vigil Mass - Fr. Paladino

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 24
7:30am - Fr. Paladino
9:00am - Fr. Hanly
10:30am - Fr. Paladino
NooN - Msgr. Guenther
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In the mystery of Christ's sufferings,
we find hope and meaning.

Today’s Gospel dominates our Scriptures – so much so that 
we can fail to notice the words of Isaiah in the first reading. 
Taken from the Song of the Suffering Servant, the prophet sets 
the scene for what will follow and for what the Church places 
before us today. It points to one perennial question: Does 
human suffering have any meaning?

Suffering is one of life’s great mysteries. It can be random, 
unexpected, and found in many forms derived from natural 
evil (things of nature, such as natural disasters, disease and 
illness – the list is endless); and from moral evils – those acts 
committed by humans that are morally wrong and impact 
relationships, cause grief, destroy life. That list also is endless.

Surrounded by its effects, we seek to explain it or at least 
understand it, even when no explanation is possible. As people 
of faith, suffering seems to go against our most basic image 
of a loving God, and we find ourselves asking how could God 
let this happen? 

So, we take comfort in Scripture. Remember the words of 
Isaiah: The Lord was pleased to crush him in infirmity, and 
the words of the Letter to the Hebrews: Since Christ has been 
tested in every way … let us confidently approach the throne of 
grace to receive mercy and to find grace for timely help. 

Initially, we might not find much solace here, but when we 
look through the eyes of faith we see that these words do not 
seek to explain suffering, but to help us realize that even in 
moments of trial, good can emerge. The Suffering Servant 
does not suffer in vain, but justifies many. His suffering has 
value.

This theme of finding value in suffering is developed further 
in our Gospel. The Twelve are learning that leadership and 
authority are not about glory, but service and self-giving. In 
a radical way, Jesus reverses the worldwide view of power, 
making suffering and service, symbolized in the cup of 
suffering, the hallmark of discipleship.

Therefore, in Christ we can begin to use suffering for a 
greater purpose – to learn from it and to join our sufferings to 
Christ’s for the justification of others. No moment of human 
suffering goes unnoticed by God. It is part of life and cannot 
be avoided, but what gives us hope is not that Christ suffered, 
but that he triumphs over suffering in the resurrection. Our 
hope is that we, too, can share in that victory.

Fr. John Paladino
FROM THE DESK OF

STORIES OF THE SAINTS
Oct 22: Pope St. John Paul II

"Jesus does not drive us toward suffering, but shares it with us, 
wanting us to have life and to have it in abundance."

- Pope St. John Paul II

Karol Józef Wojtyła was born on May 18, 1920, 
in Wadowice, Poland, the youngest of three 
children . . . Known to his friends as Lolek, and 
growing under the loving guidance of his fa-
ther, he was a vibrant youth, athletic, studious 
and a gifted theatrical performer.

Young Karol attended Kraków’s Jagiellonian 
University in 1938 where he studied Polish lan-
guage, literature, theater and poetry. He also 
performed in local theatrical productions, co-
founding the Rhapsodic Theater of Kraków. It 
was during this time that he met his spiritual 
mentor, Jan Tyranowski, and was introduced 
to the Carmelite mysticism of St. John of the 
Cross. This meeting profoundly changed the 
course of his life, leading him to the priest-
hood. However, his studies were interrupted 
when Nazi Germany invaded Poland in Sep-
tember 1939.

Karol joined a clandestine seminary headed 
by Cardinal Sapieha and was ordained alone 
on the Feast of All Saints in 1946. He then trav-
eled to Rome to continue his doctoral studies. 
Upon his return to Poland he was made assis-
tant pastor of a parish in Niegowic, where he 
began his vital work with young people.

Cardinal Wojtyła was elected Pope on Octo-
ber 16, 1978, and took the name John Paul II. 
He was the 263rd successor to Peter, and was 
to have one of the longest pontificates in the 
history of the Church, lasting nearly 27 years. 
He retained his Episcopal motto, drawn from 
the profound insight of St. Louis de Montfort, 
“Totus Tuus – I am completely yours.” It would 
become increasingly clear to the world that 
this papacy was an incarnation of that motto 
and a direct response to Divine Love, which 
was profoundly expressed in his love for man.

Immediately, John Paul II went out to the en-
tire world with a vigorous missionary spirit. 
He embarked on 104 apostolic journeys to 129 
different countries, “to the uttermost parts 
of the earth” (Acts 13:47), beginning with the 
West, Mexico and the United States, for the 
sake of the Gospel.

The Pope’s presence on the world stage be-
gan the gradual and peaceful removal of 
Communism from Eastern Europe, averted 
war between the nations of Chile and Argen-
tina, and began the restoration of peace and 
the healing of division between the major 
world religions.

Pope John Paul II died during the first vespers 
of Divine Mercy Sunday, April 2, 2005, at 9:37 
p.m., soon after he had uttered his final audi-
ble words, “Let me go to my Father’s house." 
He was canonized by Pope Francis in 2014.

Adapted from jp2shrine.org



ACADEMY  IN  ACTION

MAKING MEMORIES THIS 
FIRST MONTH OF SCHOOL!

St. Bartholomew's requires all volunteers and staff 
who work with children in any capacity to take 
a Protecting God's Children class, have a current 
background check on file, and submit a volunteer 
application.

Wednesday, October 20th at 6:30pm
in the St. Bartholomew Gym

Preregistration is required. Please visit www.virtus.
org or see our Parish and Academy websites for 
more information.

CONTACT: SANDRA CARROLL
at pgc@stbartholomewchurch.org

PROTECTING GOD'S 
CHILDREN TRAINING

Children's Liturgy of the World (CLOW) assists 
all 1st-4th graders during the 10:30am Mass to en-
counter Jesus through the Word of God through 
activities and materials that help the children un-
derstand the Gospel message of the week. Chil-
dren will listen to the Sunday Mass readings, hear 
wonderful music, and participate in activities de-
signed to help them understand what they have 
heard. 

We are looking for adults and youth volunteers to 
help make CLOW a great experience for the youth 
of St. Bart’s. You will be placed on a team of vol-
unteers that is responsible for a session once a 
month.

We are also looking for volunteers for Pray and 
Play is a wonderful experience for all 3 to 5-year-
olds of the parish. Before the 10:30am Mass, chil-
dren are dropped off to play, sing religious songs, 
engage in activities, and hear the gospel at their 
level of understanding.  Pray and Play runs for the 
length of the 10:30 am Mass.

TO VOLUNTEER, CONTACT MARIA MOLONEY at
mmoloney@newlineprinting.com

TO VOLUNTEER, CONTACT STEVEN SERAFIN at
sserafin@stbartholomewchurch.org

Children's Ministry
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!



FOR INFO, CONTACT JENNIFER RYAN
at yg@stbartholomewchurch.org

Though we were small in number over the 
holiday weekend, we were mighty in smiles and 
laughs. Who would have ever guessed that one 
of our members has never climbed a tree or 
that one is from a family of seven? Well, those in 
attendance wonder no longer. We also know who 
got the furthest on the green light and won the 
prize. Did you miss it and want to know more? 
Follow us on Instagram @st.barts_youthgroup. If 
you are a local high school student come check 
us out: join us Sunday, October 17, 6-730pm in 
the cafeteria (lower level of the Church/school 
building). We will be enjoying one of our favorite 
annual traditions. Please reach out to the Youth 
Minister with any questions. We look forward to 
meeting you!

Join us as we dive in for our sixth week of The 
Search adult faith small group series. What Jesus 
did for us through his life, death and resurrection 
was the greatest act of love in history. He saved 
us. He did this for each one of us. Personally. But 
some might feel unworthy of this gift of love. 
Some might be surprised by how generous the 
love of God really is. We don’t deserve God’s love, 
but that’s the amazing reality of God’s mercy. This 
relationship with God isn’t all about our love for 
Him. It’s about His love for us that changes our lives 
forever. Join us as we explore this great mystery of 
our salvation. Whether you are a seasoned church-
goer or still questioning and searching, there's 
something here for everyone!

We will meet on Monday, October 18 at 7pm in the 
St. Bartholomew cafeteria and Tuesday, October 
12 at 1pm in the Rectory Meeting Room 2. There is 
no cost to attend and all are welcome!

FOR INFO, CONTACT PAT KREMA
at pkrema@stbartholomewchurch.org

THE GREAT PUMPKIN 
CARVING & DECORATING EVENT

Saturday, October 23, 2021 at 10:30am

in the St. Bartholomew Back Parking Lot

Fun for the whole family, sponsored by St. Bart's 
Noah's Ark Family Ministry and Parish Life. 
Pumpkins and decorations will be provided. Hope 
to see you there!

THE SEARCH CONTINUES . . .

Find a space for respectful conversation that al-
lows parents and family members of LGBTQ family 
members to share their concerns, joys, and strug-
gles. This year our You Are Mine group discussion 
will center on a series of Bible passages. The group 
meets on the 3rd Thursday each month at 7:00pm.

This month's meeting: October 21 at 7pm at 
Little Flower Church in Berkeley Heights 

(Lower Level - please park behind the Church)
Bible discussion on Genesis 45:1-5

Questions? Contact Margaret at 908-464-1585 or 
email pastoral110.lf@gmail.com.

The Catholic Church sets aside the month of Novem-
ber to honor those who have gone before us. Tradi-
tionally, at St. Bartholomew the Apostle Parish, we 
have remembered our loved ones through the All 
Souls Service of Remembrance.  

To honor the memory of your loved one, the Parish of 
St. Bartholomew the Apostle invites you to join us for 
an All Soul’s Day Service of Remembrance on Tues-
day, November 2, 2021 at 7:00pm in the Church.  The 
service will be livestreamed. We hope that coming 
together in prayer will help bring you comfort and 
peace.

QUESTIONS? CONTACT CHAS BERNTSON at 
noahsarkstbarts@gmail.com

All Soul's Day Service

Around the Community
YOU ARE MINE LGBTQ SUPPORT GROUP



SUNDAY, OCTOBER 17
7:30am  Margaret Merola
 req. by Larry & Linda Juelis
 Ava Finnenty
 req. by Maureen & Bob LaCosta
9:00am Agnese Ferrara
 req. by Ester & Emil Mancini
 Robert "Bob" Kruthers
 req. by Dcn. Bob & Joanne Gurske
10:30am Mary E. Howell
 req. by Bill & Jo-Anne Mealia 
 Oswaldo Melendez
 req. by Loving Family
Noon Mary Beth Driscoll
 req. by Barbara & John Smith
 John F. Laezza, Sr. 
 req. by the Profaci Family
MONDAY, OCTOBER 18
6:30am  Peggy Guenther
  req. by Barbara Tamborini
8:30am Robert (Bobby) Farina
 req. by Loving Wife, Mary
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 19
6:30am Peter McDede
 req. by Bill & Maryann Degnan
8:30am Alva Anderson
 req. by Oliver & Brenda Anderson
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 20 
6:30am Anthony Quaglieri
 req. by Loving Family
8:30am Barbara Germinder
 req. by Robert & June McCarthy
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 21
6:30am Robert Bennett
 req. by Meggie Smith
8:30am Patrick W. Flanagan
 req. by Bill & Maryann Degnan
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 22
6:30am Katherine "Kitty" Festa
 req. by Bernice Montagna & Family
8:30am Thomas Lloyd
 req. by the Mary Ellen Campbell
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 23
8:30am Dr. Alexander Aplasca
 req. by the Potian Family
5:00pm Maria Midrana
 req. by Franca Bianco
 Pasquale Saliola
 req. by the Swidersky Family
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 24
7:30am  Margaret Sylvester
 req. by Chris & Jaclyn Lacosta
 Barbara Germinder
 req. by Anita Schmidt
9:00am Silvio DiFrancesco
 req. by Laura & Roberto Sorge
 Joseph Fantini
 req. by Danny & Marisa Ferrara
10:30am Spadini Ferminia
 req. by Emilio & Ersilia DiFrancesco 
 Martin Waltsack
 req. by the Waltsack Family
Noon Anthony & Carole Scerbo
 req. by Loving Family
 Al & Donna Fantini 
 req. by Loving Family

Mass IntentionsMass Intentions

In the event of serious illness or hospitalization, the rectory 
should be notified. Visits to the sick and shut-ins are made 
by the priests, deacons and ministers of the Eucharist. It is 
not necessary for someone to be “gravely ill” to receive the 
Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick.

Please Note:
For privacy reasons and HIPAA regulations, names may only 
be added by members of the immediate family after they 
have received permission of the one who is sick.

Edilberto Agaton Jr.  Elizabeth Barker
Jacob Benedicto Francesca Cafolla 
Rina Conti Nancy DeCristofaro
Kathleen "Kay" Duff Tami Eddy 
Palmiro Ferraro Emma Lara 
Nadine Martinson Peter Morgan 
Andrea Muñoz James Pettit 
Kenneth Quigley Richard Quigley 
Patricia Uber Maureen Vincent   
Dolores Waltsak Melinda Williams 
Franca Zingariello Joe Zingariello

Lord, hear our prayer.

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK

WELCOMED HOME BY GOD
Our sympathy and prayers are extended to the family of

Thomas Climko

Eternal rest grant unto him, O Lord.

CELEBRATING THE SACRAMENTS

Baptisms are celebrated throughout the month on 
Saturdays and Sundays. First-time parents are required 
to complete Baptismal Preparation. Registration in 
advance is required. Please call 908.322.5192.

Confession is offered every Saturday at 4pm or call the 
rectory to schedule an appointment.

Archdiocesan policy requires that arrangements be 
made with a parish priest or deacon as soon as the 
engagement is announced.

Reconciliation

Baptism

Marriage

The Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults introduces 
adults to the Catholic faith and tradition, as well 
as  prepares adults for the sacraments of Baptism, 
Confirmation, and Eucharist, If you would like to 
learn more about becoming Catholic or receiving the 
sacraments at our parish, please contact Pat Krema: 
pkrema@stbartholomewchurch.org. We are happy to 
accompany you on your journey of faith!

RCIA: RECEIVING THE SACRAMENTS 
AND BECOMING CATHOLIC



St. Bartholomew's has partnered with Amazon Smile. 
Please remember that while you shop consider using 
smile.amazon.com. The Amazon Smile Foundation will 
donate 0.5% of the price of eligible purchases to our 
church. It's no additional cost to you! Choose St. Bar-
tholomew Church via this link: https://smile.amazon.
com and start shopping! Thank you for your support.

STEWARDSHIP of TREASURE | OCT 3, 2021

Thank you for your support!

Envelope Collection:   $ 9,926
Faith Direct:    $ 9,449
Total:     $19,375
Archdiocesan Assessment  $ 2,489

PARISH OFFICE DIRECTORY

STEVEN SERAFIN
Pastoral Associate

sserafin@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 112
PAUL MILAN

Director of Liturgy & Music
pmilan@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 260

PATRICIA KREMA
Coordinator of Liturgy & Adult Faith Formation

pkrema@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 126
BRIANA QUIGLEY

Director of Communications
bquigley@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 130

CATHERINE ZIOBRO
Community Outreach Coordinator

cziobro@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 108
CARLA KELLY

Director of Confirmation
ckelly@stbartholomewchurch.org

JENNIFER RYAN
Director of Youth Ministry

yg@stbartholomewchurch.org
SANDRA CARROLL

Safe Environment Director
pgc@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 135

CINDY PITONZO
Business Manager

cpitonzo@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 129
KATHY KOBLISKA

Office Manager
kkobliska@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 100

DENNIS WEISS
Facilities Manager

dweiss@stbartholomewchurch.org
PAULETTE CORONATO | JOSEPH DILLON

Parish Trustees

If you are an individual, a couple or a family that is experi-
encing difficulties, there are counseling services available to 
you. All calls are confidential. Fees can be adjusted to one’s 
financial situation. Please note, that no one will be turned 
away for an inability to pay. Counselors available to you:

Barbara Stumm-Gray, Ed.S. | 908.232.0893
Joseph Ochs, LPC | 732.221.6673
Dina Brue, LCSW | 646.643.5345

Laura Otchy, MS, Ed.S. LPC | 973.580.5930

COUNSELING SERVICES AVAILABLE

MASS AVAILABLE ON TV & ONLINE!

6

For the home bound Parishioner, tune in on Sundays 
at 10am to watch Mass. Comcast channel 34 or Verizon 
channel 22. Watch the Mass livestream on our website and 
Facebook page on Saturdays at 5pm and Sundays at 9am.

Supporting Our Parish
Streamline your offertory and simplify your support for St. 
Bartholomew the Apostle as we continue serve our parish-
ioners and those in need throughout the community. Now 
is a great time to make the switch to eGiving – you can sign 
up from your computer, smartphone or tablet, and set up a 
recurring donation or make a one-time gift. Sign up today 
by visiting faith.direct/NJ844, or text ‘Enroll’ to 908-324-
5627.Thank you for your continued support of our parish!

Available Services

EASY ONLINE GIVING WITH FAITH DIRECT

SUPPORT ST. BART'S 
WHEN YOU SHOP ON AMAZON!

Stay Connected!
FOLLOW US ON
SOCIAL MEDIA

for daily inspiration and 
all the latest parish news 
and updates!

908.322.5192
Email: contact@stbartholomewchurch.org

Web: www.stbartholomewchurch.org

ACADEMY OFFICE: 908.322.4265
admissions@stbacademy.org

RELIGIOUS ED OFFICE: 908.322.2359
religioused@stbartholomewchurch.org 

Office Hours:
Monday-Tuesday 8:30am-6:00pm

Wednesday-Friday: 8:30am-3:00pm

Saturday-Sunday: 9:00am-2:00pm

St. Bart Church

@stbartholomew_
church

JOIN OUR 
FLOCKNOTE

to receive our weekly 
newsletter & stay plugged 
in to all your favorite parish 
groups and ministries!

Scan the QR 
code or visit 
stbartschurch.
flocknote.com 
to join!

ST. BARTHOLOMEW STAFF


