
We, the Roman Catholic Community of 
St. Bartholomew the Apostle, are brought 
together by Jesus, as we recognize His 
presence among us in Word, Sacrament and 
each other. Through the grace of the Holy 
Spirit and the intercession of the Blessed 
Mother, we accept Jesus’ invitation to be 
His disciples by using our time, talent and 
treasure for the benefit of all. 

Rev. John J. Paladino, K.H.S.

Rev. Msgr. Donald E. Guenther
Rev. Michael A. Hanly

908.322.5192  ext. 114 
frpaladino@stbartholomewchurch.org

OCTOBER 24, 2021

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 30
4:00pm Confessions
5:00pm Vigil Mass - Fr. Paladino

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 31
7:30am - Msgr. Guenther
9:00am - Fr. Paladino
10:30am - Fr. Hanly
NooN - Fr. Paladino
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Jesus invites us to follow Him
and make God's way our own.

Frank Sinatra famously sang: “I did it my way.” This song 
remains one of his greatest hits, not only because of how well 
he sang it, but because of its meaning. We would all like to do 
it our way – to have everything go according to our own plans, 
like the self-made person in charge of his or her own destiny.

We think this is possible because we’ve bought into two lies. 
The first is, “what we do, WE do,” rather than it being done 
through God’s grace and generosity. The second is that “self-
reliance is freedom.” And perhaps it is indeed true that we 
have ventured out on a career path and found success without 
the explicit assistance of others. Maybe we single-handedly 
completed business projects or maintained a household 
without another human being to really help us. But underlying 
these gains are the truths that God’s love is what sustains us 
and allows us to achieve goodness, and true freedom comes 
through communal life in Christ.  Faith is what allows us to 
align “our way” with what God desires for us.  

Through marriage we join our way to that of a spouse and 
perhaps children. Through religious vows or a commitment to 
worthy causes, we join with the way of a community. As we 
continue to surrender ourselves to others for the sake of those 
we love and the greater good, we become more free in relying 
on God to guide us. He guides us in the way of compassion 
and love, as revealed by Jesus, his Son.

Jesus reveals God’s way of love to us and invites us to join him. 
For some, this is straightforward; Jesus said to Peter: Come 
after me (Mt 4:19), and to Levi: Follow me (Mt 9:9). Others 
like Bartimaeus, the blind beggar, hear Jesus’ voice and cry 
out to him for pity. Our faith is a gift as we acknowledge our 
own need to see and follow Christ. Like Bartimaeus, we may 
not see clearly at first, but we can listen closely for Jesus, who 
never gives up on us. We, too, will find restoration, healing, and 
redemption.

Bartimaeus joined a sizable group of others following Jesus. 
It is not easy and takes courage to do so, but we, too, are 
surrounded and supported by others: the community of 
disciples known as the Church. Jesus continues to heal and 
guide us, especially through the Eucharist that unites us to 
him. We become more Christ-like in our compassionate caring 
for ourselves, others, and the world. Instead of being self-
made, we are Christ-made, and our destiny is our redemption 
in him as God’s way fully becomes our own.

Fr. John Paladino
FROM THE DESK OF

October 28

"Jesus does not drive us toward suffering, but shares it with us, 
wanting us to have life and to have it in abundance."

- Pope St. John Paul II

Saint Simon the Apostle is called the “Zealot” 
in Saint Luke’s Gospel. This may describe his 
zeal for the house of the Lord or denote his 
membership in a radical Jewish sect. Zeal is, 
in any case, a virtue. It must be joined with 
prudence to ensure that it does not offend 
for the sake of offending. A zealous soul will, 
however, lovingly provoke others to consider 
the things of God through his words, actions, 
and appropriate silences. While religious zeal 
has unfortunately come to be understood as 
a negative virtue, zeal for planet earth and 
various other more “acceptable” causes are 
now seen as positive. The intentional disci-
ple, however, understands zeal in its histori-
cal sense as a burning concern for perennial 
truths, not mere fads, and as a proactive form 
of love for all those things that lead mankind 
to God. God is a person, after all, and de-
pends on His friends to defend Him.

Today’s Saint Jude (or Judas) was often con-
fused with Judas the Betrayer. Since Judas 
Iscariot was so despised and ignored, and 
since he shared a name with the good Jude, 
a tradition gathered over the centuries of 
petitioning today’s saint only when all oth-
er saints had failed to answer one’s prayers. 
Saint Jude became the Patron Saint of Hope-
less Causes, then, probably because of the 
faithful’s reluctance to seek the intercession 
of one whose misfortune it was to share a 
name with Christ’s betrayer. Out of confusion 
or an abundance of caution, Saint Jude thus 
became a saint of last resort. When the dam 
was barely holding, when a pulse could no 
longer be felt, when the rains wouldn’t come, 
a candle was lit to Saint Jude, hoping against 
hope, that he would respond.

Saints Simon and Jude disappear from the 
pages of the Gospels after the brief men-
tions of their names. Nothing is known of 
either of them with any certainty, not even 
where they evangelized or where they met 
death. As Apostles, however, we know with 
certainty that they were key actors in laying 
the deep foundations of the Church. Today’s 
saints worked long ago to build the house-
hold we now enjoy. They dug the well so that 
we could pull up the water and drink. They 
planted so that we could reap. They lit the 
fire so that we could warm ourselves close to 
the flames, one universal family living in one 
universal household we call the Church.

Adapted from mycatholic.life/saints



ACADEMY  IN  ACTION

MIDDLE SCHOOL WRITING

Children's Liturgy of the World (CLOW) assists 
all 1st-4th graders during the 10:30am Mass to en-
counter Jesus through the Word of God through 
activities, music and materials that help the chil-
dren understand the Sunday gospel message.

We are looking for adult and youth volunteers to 
help make CLOW a great experience for the chil-
dren of St. Bart’s. Volunteers will be placed on a 
team that is responsible for one session a month.

We are also looking for volunteers for Pray and 
Play is a wonderful experience for all 3 to 5-year-
olds of the parish. Before the 10:30am Mass, chil-
dren are dropped off to play, sing religious songs, 
engage in activities, and hear the gospel at their 
level of understanding.  Pray and Play runs for the 
length of the 10:30 am Mass.

TO VOLUNTEER, CONTACT MARIA MOLONEY at
mmoloney@newlineprinting.com

TO VOLUNTEER, CONTACT STEVEN SERAFIN at
sserafin@stbartholomewchurch.org

Children's Ministry
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!

The Catholic Church sets aside the month of No-
vember to honor those who have gone before us. 
Traditionally, at St. Bartholomew the Apostle Parish, 
we have remembered our loved ones through the 
All Souls Service of Remembrance.  

To honor the memory of your loved one, the Parish 
of St. Bartholomew the Apostle invites you to join 
us for an All Soul’s Day Service of Remembrance 
on Tuesday, November 2, 2021 at 7:00pm in the 
Church.  The service will be livestreamed. We hope 
that coming together in prayer will help bring you 
comfort and peace. If you have lost a loved one over 
the past year (since October 2020) and would like 
them to be remembered at our All Souls memorial 
service, please email their name, date of death and 
a photo (if available) to Paul Milan at pmilan@
stbartholomewchurch.org

All Soul's Day Service
The ability to communicate effectively through 
writing is critical even in this digital age. Mrs. 
Schoendorf, the Academy’s middle school English 
teacher, works closely with our students in grades 
6-8 to ensure they are proficient in writing prior 
to moving on to high school. Each day all three 
grade start their writing class with a cross-curricu-
lar activity called “The 
Daily Fix It.” The stu-
dents watch a video 
clip about a topic and 
then have to correct 
sentences by finding 
the grammatical mis-
takes. It’s an interest-
ing way to transition 
into the class each 
day, to practice gram-
mar, punctuation and 
vocabulary, and to 
prepare for their writ-
ing projects. 

Sixth grade recently completed a project where 
they were challenged to write a definition poem 
where they used metaphors to describe the work 
they chose from their vocabulary book. Their next 
challenge to select a Christmas Carol and use the 
music from it to write a Halloween Carol. 

Seventh grade 
just completed 
a first person 
narrative with a 
twist. Each stu-
dent was asked 
to pick an object 
in the classroom, 
and then describe 

what a day in the life of that object would be like. 
They also learned how to write a persuasive busi-
ness letter by writing to a candy company with the 
idea of a new confection. 

Eighth graders are competing in several writing 
competitions. The Patriot’s Pen Writing Compe-
tition is sponsored by the Veterans of Foreign 
Wars, and this year’s prompt is “How Can I Be a 
Good American?” Students can win up to $5,000 
in scholarship money. The class is also competing 
in the “Unsolved” Creative Writing Contest spon-
sored by the Young Writers Association. The chal-
lenge in this contest is to write a complete mystery 
story in 100 words. 

These writing projects not only prepare the stu-
dents for success in high school, they spark the 
students’ imagination as they refine their writing 
skills. 



FOR INFO, CONTACT JENNIFER RYAN
at yg@stbartholomewchurch.org

After such a crazy year, it was so fun to return to an 
annual favorite activity. The Pumpkin Decorating 
Competition was a fierce competition…. Well, 
more of a fun one than fierce. Congrats to the 
winning team of Adam, Grace, and Isabella. We 
must also give a shout out to the runners up: 
Jackson, Robert, and Sabastian. Thank you to Mrs. 
Carla Kelly for introducing our group to the new 
Emmaus Faith Formation for our first through 
eighth graders.  The high school students had 
only positive expectations upon hearing about 
this exciting program. Thank you to all of the YG 
members who joined and took part in the fun. If 
you want to know more about YG, reach out to 
the Youth Minister.

We uniquely encounter the love of God in His 
Church. But there are so many negative views 
of the Church. It’s out of touch. It’s full of bad 
people. It’s just too boring. Maybe when we say 
“The Church” we mean a little more. The Church is 
the family of God that has been lovingly gathered 
through our entire story. It’s the place we were 
meant to encounter His grace that prepares us 
for every step of life. Join us as we dive in to the 
question: Why a Church?

We will meet on Monday, October 25 at 7pm in the 
St. Bartholomew cafeteria and Tuesday, October 
26 at 1pm in the Rectory Meeting Room 2. There is 
no cost to attend and all are welcome!

FOR INFO, CONTACT PAT KREMA
at pkrema@stbartholomewchurch.org

ADULT SMALL GROUP SERIES

Saturday, November 6th, 10am-3pm

St. Bartholomew Church

$20 Registration (Day of Show)

Please bring items for donation:
Socks, underwear, toothpaste, toothbrushes, 

personal care items, etc. 

Proceeds to benefit Veteran's Home.

Around the Community

VETERAN'S WEEKEND 
CAR SHOW

After this time of living through a pandemic, we 
are looking to provide more opportunities to re-
connect and re-invigorate our faith as a community.
One way we hope to do this is by gathering in 
small groups to share in fellowship and faith. We 
will begin the journey together by exploring the 
question Jesus asked his disciples and again asks 
us today: "Who do you say that I am?"

WHY SMALL GROUPS?

Small groups are a great way to come together in 
an informal setting to share experiences, question 
and discuss, and grow in faith among peers.

WHEN /WHERE WILL SMALL GROUPS MEET?

We hope to begin in November, once a week for 
one hour in a variety of ways: in homes, at the 
Church, on Zoom, or even through private study 
for those who prefer.

HOW CAN I LEARN MORE OR 
JOIN A SMALL GROUP?

Visit the Small Groups page in the 
Ministries section of our website or 
scan the QR code to sign up. Please 
reach out to Elaine Coupe at kecoupe@
verizon.net with any questions.

All are Welcome! We hope you can join us!



SUNDAY, OCTOBER 24
7:30am  Margaret Sylvester
 req. by Chris & Jaclyn Lacosta
 Barbara Germinder
 req. by Anita Schmidt
9:00am Silvio DiFrancesco
 req. by Laura & Roberto Sorge
 Joseph Fantini
 req. by Danny & Marisa Ferrara
10:30am Spadini Ferminia
 req. by Emilio & Ersilia DiFrancesco 
 Martin Waltsack
 req. by the Waltsack Family
Noon Anthony & Carole Scerbo
 req. by Loving Family
 Al & Donna Fantini 
 req. by Loving Family
MONDAY, OCTOBER 25
6:30am  Peter Kellett
  req. by Loving Family
8:30am Margaret Trigo
 req. by Richard, Dante & Dio
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 26
6:30am Margaret Rohs
 req. by Robert & Jean Hasiak
8:30am Lucy & Louis DeFrancesco
 req. by Loving Family
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 27 
6:30am Joan Gelber
 req. by a Friend
8:30am Thomas Lloyd
 req. by Don, Robert, Joe, 
 Paul & John Lamastra
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 28
6:30am Minh Stein (Living)
 req. by Loving Family
8:30am Patrick W. Flanagan, III
 req. by Gene & Yolanda Schiller
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 29
6:30am Lily & Burt Sese (Living)
 req. by Daughter
8:30am Angela McMichael
 req. by Elsa Lamastra & Family
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 30
8:30am Danny & Debbie Rajoppi
 req. by JoAnn & Jack Kovalcik
5:00pm Constance Doffy
 req. by Franca & Daniel Bianco
 Jorotea Rotondo
 req. by Nick, Camille, 
 Angela & Antonio DiNardo
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 31
7:30am  Alice DeStephen
 req. by daughter, Lu
 Geraldine McMahon
 req. by Loving Children
9:00am Maureen Stavrou
 req. by Mongold Family
 Joseph Fantini
 req. by Lena Novello
10:30am Frank Blue
 req. by the Vignola Family
 Cindy D'Amato
 req. by Delores Lestarchick
Noon Joseph Puzzo
 req. by Anna Ruzek
 Anthony DeSando, Sr. 
 req. by Janet McNally

Mass IntentionsMass Intentions

In the event of serious illness or hospitalization, the rectory 
should be notified. Visits to the sick and shut-ins are made 
by the priests, deacons and ministers of the Eucharist. It is 
not necessary for someone to be “gravely ill” to receive the 
Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick.

Please Note:
For privacy reasons and HIPAA regulations, names may only 
be added by members of the immediate family after they 
have received permission of the one who is sick.

Edilberto Agaton Jr.  Elizabeth Barker
Jacob Benedicto Francesca Cafolla 
Rina Conti Nancy DeCristofaro
Kathleen "Kay" Duff Tami Eddy 
Palmiro Ferraro Emma Lara 
Nadine Martinson Peter Morgan 
Andrea Muñoz James Pettit 
Kenneth Quigley Richard Quigley 
Patricia Uber Maureen Vincent   
Dolores Waltsak Melinda Williams 
Franca Zingariello Joe Zingariello

Lord, hear our prayer.

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK

CELEBRATING THE SACRAMENTS

Baptisms are celebrated throughout the month on 
Saturdays and Sundays. First-time parents are required 
to complete Baptismal Preparation. Registration in 
advance is required. Please call 908.322.5192.

Confession is offered every Saturday at 4pm or call the 
rectory to schedule an appointment.

Archdiocesan policy requires that arrangements be 
made with a parish priest or deacon as soon as the 
engagement is announced.

Reconciliation

Baptism

Marriage

The Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults introduces 
adults to the Catholic faith and tradition, as well 
as  prepares adults for the sacraments of Baptism, 
Confirmation, and Eucharist, If you would like to 
learn more about becoming Catholic or receiving the 
sacraments at our parish, please contact Pat Krema: 
pkrema@stbartholomewchurch.org. We are happy to 
accompany you on your journey of faith!

RCIA: RECEIVING THE SACRAMENTS 
AND BECOMING CATHOLIC



St. Bartholomew's has partnered with Amazon Smile. 
Please remember that while you shop consider using 
smile.amazon.com. The Amazon Smile Foundation will 
donate 0.5% of the price of eligible purchases to our 
church. It's no additional cost to you! Choose St. Bar-
tholomew Church via this link: https://smile.amazon.
com and start shopping! Thank you for your support.

STEWARDSHIP of TREASURE | OCT 17, 2021

Thank you for your support!

Envelope Collection:   $10,518
Faith Direct:    $ 9,449
Total:     $19,967

PARISH OFFICE DIRECTORY

STEVEN SERAFIN
Pastoral Associate

sserafin@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 112
PAUL MILAN

Director of Liturgy & Music
pmilan@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 260

PATRICIA KREMA
Coordinator of Liturgy & Adult Faith Formation

pkrema@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 126
BRIANA QUIGLEY

Director of Communications
bquigley@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 130

CATHERINE ZIOBRO
Community Outreach Coordinator

cziobro@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 108
CARLA KELLY

Director of Confirmation
ckelly@stbartholomewchurch.org

JENNIFER RYAN
Director of Youth Ministry

yg@stbartholomewchurch.org
SANDRA CARROLL

Safe Environment Director
pgc@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 135

CINDY PITONZO
Business Manager

cpitonzo@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 129
KATHY KOBLISKA

Office Manager
kkobliska@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 100

DENNIS WEISS
Facilities Manager

dweiss@stbartholomewchurch.org
PAULETTE CORONATO | JOSEPH DILLON

Parish Trustees

If you are an individual, a couple or a family that is experi-
encing difficulties, there are counseling services available to 
you. All calls are confidential. Fees can be adjusted to one’s 
financial situation. Please note, that no one will be turned 
away for an inability to pay. Counselors available to you:

Barbara Stumm-Gray, Ed.S. | 908.232.0893
Joseph Ochs, LPC | 732.221.6673
Dina Brue, LCSW | 646.643.5345

Laura Otchy, MS, Ed.S. LPC | 973.580.5930

COUNSELING SERVICES AVAILABLE

MASS AVAILABLE ON TV & ONLINE!

6

For the home bound Parishioner, tune in on Sundays 
at 10am to watch Mass. Comcast channel 34 or Verizon 
channel 22. Watch the Mass livestream on our website and 
Facebook page on Saturdays at 5pm and Sundays at 9am.

Supporting Our Parish
Streamline your offertory and simplify your support for St. 
Bartholomew the Apostle as we continue serve our parish-
ioners and those in need throughout the community. Now 
is a great time to make the switch to eGiving – you can sign 
up from your computer, smartphone or tablet, and set up a 
recurring donation or make a one-time gift. Sign up today 
by visiting faith.direct/NJ844, or text ‘Enroll’ to 908-324-
5627.Thank you for your continued support of our parish!

Available Services

EASY ONLINE GIVING WITH FAITH DIRECT

SUPPORT ST. BART'S 
WHEN YOU SHOP ON AMAZON!

Stay Connected!
FOLLOW US ON
SOCIAL MEDIA

for daily inspiration and 
all the latest parish news 
and updates!

908.322.5192
Email: contact@stbartholomewchurch.org

Web: www.stbartholomewchurch.org

ACADEMY OFFICE: 908.322.4265
admissions@stbacademy.org

RELIGIOUS ED OFFICE: 908.322.2359
religioused@stbartholomewchurch.org 

Office Hours:
Monday-Tuesday 8:30am-6:00pm

Wednesday-Friday: 8:30am-3:00pm

Saturday-Sunday: 9:00am-2:00pm

St. Bart Church

@stbartholomew_
church

JOIN OUR 
FLOCKNOTE

to receive our weekly 
newsletter & stay plugged 
in to all your favorite parish 
groups and ministries!

Scan the QR 
code or visit 
stbartschurch.
flocknote.com 
to join!

ST. BARTHOLOMEW STAFF


