
We, the Roman Catholic Community of 
St. Bartholomew the Apostle, are brought 
together by Jesus, as we recognize His 
presence among us in Word, Sacrament and 
each other. Through the grace of the Holy 
Spirit and the intercession of the Blessed 
Mother, we accept Jesus’ invitation to be His 
disciples by using our time, talent and treasure 
for the benefit of all. 

Rev. John J. Paladino, K.H.S.

Rev. Msgr. Donald E. Guenther
Rev. Michael A. Hanly

908.322.5192  ext. 114 
frpaladino@stbartholomewchurch.org
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IN RESIDENCE

Deacon Matthew Gonzalez
Deacon Robert Gurske

Deacon Donald Hessemer

DEACONS

NOVEMBER 21, 2021

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 27
4:00pm Confessions
5:00pm Vigil Mass - Fr. Paladino

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 28
7:30am - Fr. Paladino
9:00am - Fr. Ortiz
10:30am - Msgr. Guenther
NooN - Fr. Hanly



Christ's Kingdom does not belong to this world, but we belong to Him.

Royal titles seem outdated in our modern society as they tend to conflict with our democratic ideals – and 
yet today the Church celebrates the kingship of Christ. More specifically, today is the Solemnity of Our Lord 
Jesus Christ, King of the Universe. Claiming to be a king was considered a threat to the imperial power of 
Rome and punishable by death. And yet, in his exchange with Pilate in today’s Gospel, Jesus not only ac-
knowledges and embraces his kingly identity, but also the inevitable death that lies before him. So we have 
to ask, What does this feast day point to when we proclaim Christ as King, yet in fact he humbled himself 
to become one of us, and be put to death on a cross?

"I am the Alpha and the Omega, " says the Lord God, "the one who is and who was and who is to come, the 
almighty." This is a declaration that goes beyond any earthly principalities or powers – the things Pilate was 
concerned with. Christ’s kingdom is not of this world, but his kingship is. He is the firstborn of the dead and 
ruler of the kings of the earth. Through his humility and obedience to the Father, Jesus has taken his place 
at the head of, and obtained for us, the kingdom of heaven. He has received dominion, glory, and kingship; 
all peoples, nations, and languages serve him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion. 

Thus the death which he faces is one he will overcome and defeat. For Christ has a greater mission, greater 
than the threat of death itself. He has a mission to testify to the truth – the truth of the Father’s abundant 
love and mercy for all of creation – and to make that love and mercy available to all who hear and respond 
to his word. Jesus Christ is the faithful witness … who has made us into a kingdom, priests for his God and 
Father. We belong to him, we who have been baptized into his life and death. We belong to him, we who 
have professed our faith before God and others. We belong to him, and he commands us to love one an-
other and to bring others to him, that they may inherit the kingdom as well. 

Each time we say the “Our Father,” we not only invoke the kingdom but pray for its coming and fulfillment. 
These are not just mere words; they have meaning – both in that we are praying for something very specific, 
and in that Jesus gave us the very words to use. By our words and by our deeds, we have the power – with 
the help of the Holy Spirit – to proclaim Christ’s kingship to the world and to build a holy people.

Fr. John PaladinoFROM THE DESK OF

Third grade is a transition year from the early childhood years into the upper grammar 
school. It’s filled with change and new challenges for students, such as working inde-
pendently, and reading to learn instead of learning to read. Mrs. Maria Stetin, the Aca-
demy third grade teacher, incorporates these new challenges into engaging projects so 
the students are excited to learn these new skills. 

November is a traditional time to study the saints after celebrating All Saint’s Day. Each day the students 
learn about a different saint and create a page in a special notebook called the Catholic Saints Interactive 
Notebook. Each page contains a picture of the saint to color and a description card that includes a few 
facts about the saint, their feast day, a virtue associated with them, and what they are patron of. The stu-
dents will assemble the notebook themselves, which becomes a great keepsake. 

Currently, in Social Studies, the third grade is learning about the first Thanksgiving. They are research-
ing and discussing the pilgrims; who they were, why they came to America, and how they established a 
co-operative relationship with the Native Americans in those early years. After their research, they will 
perform in a Readers Theater, using a script about the first Thanksgiving. This type of reading allows the 
students to practice certain reading skills such as fluency, inflection, enunciation and public speaking. 

Third grade also recently completed a fun graphing activity in math. Each came up with a question for the 
class, such as “What’s Your Favorite Snack?”  and provided four to five answer choices. They then polled 
the class using a tally chart. After the poll, they created a poster complete with a frequency chart, bar 
graph, line plot and pictograph. All of these projects encourage development of the skills the students will 
need as they advance to the upper grades. 

ADVENTURES IN THIRD GRADEAcademy in Action



St. Bartholomew Church has partnered with Hallow 
this Advent to provide every parishioner FREE access 
to all Hallow content - including their Advent #pray25 
Challenge!

Hallow is the #1 Catholic app and includes over 2,000 
audio-guided sessions designed to help you grow 

closer to God. Their 
content includes Dai-
ly Gospel Readings, 
Daily Rosary, Daily 
Saint; Meditations on 
themes like Humility, 
Calm, and Gratitude; 
curated music ranging 
from Gregorian Chant 

to Instrumental to Contemporary; Mental Health con-
tent from Catholic experts; and much more! 

CONTACT PAT KREMA
at pkrema@stbartholomewchurch.org

From the comfort of your own home, join us this 
Advent for virtual evenings of prayer, discussion, 
community, and cups of holiday cheer as we explore 
INCARNATION – a Yale University Bible Study. All 
are welcome to attend. The meeting links, discussion 
guides – and recipes for holiday cheer - will be sent via 
email through Flocknote on each Sunday of Advent.  
See you on the journey! 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 29 at 7pm

Come Thou Unexpected Jesus
Fleshing Out Matthew’s Christmas Story

MONDAY, DECEMBER 6 at 7pm

Savior of the World
Luke’s Pageant on a Large Stage

MONDAY, DECEMBER 13 at 7pm

Love Came Down
Imagining Incarnation

ADVENT SCRIPTURE SERIES
Virtual

CHARITY BEGINS AT HOME 
DONATION FUND

with

Thanksgiving at 
St. Bart's

INTERFAITH THANKSGIVING 
PRAYER SERVICE

All are welcome to attend the Interfaith 
Thanksgiving Service, hosted by St. Bartholomew 
and organized by the Scotch Plains-Fanwood 
Ministerium: a Coalition of Faith and Community 
Leaders. The service will be livestreamed. 

Monday, November 22 at 7pm

at St. Bartholomew Church

Join us for Thanksgiving Mass

Every year at Thanksgiving, the parish takes 
up a special collection for the Charity Begins 
at Home Fund which allows us to help people 
within our community who are struggling finan-
cially especially during this pandemic. This year, 
needs have increased, and funds are extremely 
low.

This Thanksgiving, as you thank God for your 
many blessings, please consider making a dona-
tion to this special fund. Every penny helps, and 
your entire donation will support people in need 
right in our own backyards.

If you receive parish envelopes, there 
is a special envelope designated for 
this collection. If you use FAITH DI-
RECT, you can donate online or fol-
low the QR code to visit the St. Bart's 
Faith Direct page. You can also drop 

a check off at the rectory or in the collection 
basket anytime during the month, designating 
it for the Charity Begins at Home Fund. Thank 
you in advance for whatever you can do to help 
those in need.

Thanksgiving Day Mass will be held on November 
25th at 9am. This will be the only Mass of the day.



FOR INFO, CONTACT JENNIFER RYAN
at yg@stbartholomewchurch.org

It was dark, but the glow sticks and light up fris-
bees made for a fun and very interesting game 
of ultimate frisbee. Lesson learned- white clothes 
help in the dark but are prone to stains when 
the intense game lands you in the grass.  Who 
knew we would talk stain removal?  We are look-
ing forward to Cardinal Tobin at mass and our 
own Youth Group Family gathering afterward.  If 
you are a high school student, your family should 
have received an invitation.  Please reach out to 
the Youth Minister with any questions.

From our Youth Group Family to your family, 
Happy Thanksgiving and God Bless!

Colonel Michael 
Manning & 

Master Sergeant 
Michael Cutone

led by:

Saturday, December 11, 2021
8:30am - 12:00pm at

St. Bartholomew Church

Please RSVP to Keith Guarnuccio
at keithguarnuccio@yahoo.com
or by phone at (908) 447-0168

Sponsored by St. Bartholomew the Apostle
and St. James the Apostle Church

Using the principles learned while serving our 
country, such as planning, competency, humility and 
courage, Lt. Col. Manning and Msg. Cutone will talk 
about what leading from the front looks like with 
respect to continued faith formation, leadership 
and service to the Church and one another. There is 
no cost to attend the event, but a free-will offering 
will be accepted. Breakfast will be provided.

We are excited to be rolling out a brand new minis-
try whose sole mission is to bring you together with 
other parishioners to share and walk in faith!   We 
will be building small groups that will meet once a 
week to gather in a safe environment with the pur-
pose of taking you one step deeper in your faith 
journey. It will be an exciting way to meet other pa-
rishioners, dig deeper in your relationship with God 
and give you a chance to get out of your home and 
connect with the church in a unique way! Our kick 
off will be in January but we ask you to complete 
the following survey so that we can start building 
groups with common interests and time. If you are 

the least bit interested, complete the 
survey by scanning this QR code and 
then you can decide to join us when 
the time comes! We hope you will join 
this new ministry as we know it will 
give you that "connection" you have 
been longing for.

Visit the Connect Small Groups page on our website 
for more information!

Introducing...

The St. Bartholomew Food Pantry would like to 
thank the following for their thoughtfulness and 
generosity in making Thanksgiving special for many 
local families:

The Scouts and parents of Cub Scout Pack 34 with 
assistance from Troop 203 together collected 166 
bags of non-perishable food items during their 
annual “Scouting for Food” Drive.” The drive was so 
successful that donations were shared with IHM’s 
Food Pantry.
 
Viv Del Prete, Bernadette Hoyer, Anne Rogalin, Lu 
Fedeli, Harrison Rohman, Jen Rohman and Patti 
Vignola who unpacked, sorted and shelved these 
donations.

St. Bartholomew Academy (Student Council), who 
ran a successful Thanksgiving Food Drive which 
helped stock the pantry shelves.  

The Giving Tree is back! We are so excited to have 
our Giving Tree back up this year in the Narthex. 
Please feel free to grab a tag or two and fulfill the 
gift desire for someone in need from our various 
organizations. Gifts will be collected on Sunday, 
December 5th and Sunday, December 12th.
 
For anyone interested in helping organize the gifts 
we will be collecting or delivering them to the vari-
ous organizations, please contact Catherine.

CONTACT CATHERINE ZIOBRO
at cziobro@stbartholomewchurch.org



SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 21
7:30am  Anthony McLeavey
 req. by Daniel McLeavey
 Daniel Iasello
 req. by Grandchildren
9:00am Joseph Fantini
 req. by Maria & Peter DiNizo
 Matthew Haggerty
 req. by the Haggerty Family
10:30am Paolo Patti
 req. by Paul, Evelyn & the Novello Family
 Beatrice & John Mealia
 req. by Bill & Jo-Ann Mealia
Noon Michael Ruzek
 req. by Loving Family
 Donna & Al Fantini
 req. by Loving Family
4:00pm People of the Parish
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 22
6:30am  Marie Scarpa & Deceased Members  
 of Scarpa Family
 req. by Bernard Scarpa
8:30am Helen Campbell
 req. by Deacon Don & Joan Hessemer
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 23
6:30am Marie Scarpa & Deceased Members  
 of Scarpa Family
 req. by Bernard Scarpa
8:30am Elaine DeCuollo
 req. by Ernestine
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 24
6:30am James McDonald
 req. by Daughter, Nancy
8:30am Nancy McDonald
 req. by Daughter, Nancy
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 25
9:00am Robert "Bobby" Farina
 req. by Loing Wife, Mary
 Eileen & Mike Carter
 req. by Anne Marie Minelli
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 26
6:30am No 6:30am Mass
8:30am Msg. Thomas Kleissler
 req. by the McDevitt Family
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 27
8:30am Anna Kovalcik
 req. by JoAnn & Jack Kovalcik
5:00pm Janek Anthony Skutnik
 req. by Mary Jo Skutnik
 Frances O'Connor
 req. by Mary Smith & Family
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 28
7:30am  Dorothy Simpson
 req. by Linda & Jerry Juelis
 Theresa Berry
 req. by Flood Family
9:00am Joseph Fantini
 req. by Danny & Marissa Ferrara
 Josephine Dochych
 req. by the Nobile Family
10:30am Cindy D'Amato
 req. by Wendy & Tom Pirozzi
 Timothy R. Kennedy
 req. by Loving Brother- and Sister-in-Law, 
 John & Loretta
Noon Vincent Pellegrino
 req. by Anna Ruzek
 Sean O'Callaghan
 req. by Egenton Family

Mass IntentionsMass Intentions

In the event of serious illness or hospitalization, the rectory 
should be notified. Visits to the sick and shut-ins are made 
by the priests, deacons and ministers of the Eucharist. It is 
not necessary for someone to be “gravely ill” to receive the 
Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick.

Please Note:
For privacy reasons and HIPAA regulations, names may only 
be added by members of the immediate family after they 
have received permission of the one who is sick.

Edilberto Agaton Jr.  Elizabeth Barker
Jacob Benedicto Francesca Cafolla 
Rina Conti Nancy DeCristofaro
Kathleen "Kay" Duff Tami Eddy 
Palmiro Ferraro Emma Lara 
Nadine Martinson Peter Morgan 
Andrea Muñoz James Pettit 
Kenneth Quigley Richard Quigley 
Patricia Uber Maureen Vincent   
Dolores Waltsak Melinda Williams 
Franca Zingariello Joe Zingariello

Lord, hear our prayer.

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK

CELEBRATING THE SACRAMENTS

Baptisms are celebrated throughout the month on 
Saturdays and Sundays. First-time parents are required 
to complete Baptismal Preparation. Please register in 
advance by calling (908) 322-5192.

Confession is offered every Saturday at 4pm or call the 
rectory to schedule an appointment.

Archdiocesan policy requires that arrangements be 
made with a parish priest or deacon as soon as the 
engagement is announced. 

Reconciliation

Baptism

Marriage

The Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults introduces 
adults to the Catholic faith and tradition, as well 
as prepares adults for the sacraments of Baptism, 
Confirmation, and Eucharist, If you would like to 
learn more about becoming Catholic or receiving the 
sacraments at our parish, please contact Pat Krema: 
pkrema@stbartholomewchurch.org. We are happy 
to accompany you on your journey of faith and help 
answer any questions you may have!

RCIA: RECEIVING THE SACRAMENTS 
AND BECOMING CATHOLIC



St. Bartholomew's has partnered with Amazon Smile. 
Please remember that while you shop consider using 
smile.amazon.com. The Amazon Smile Foundation will 
donate 0.5% of the price of eligible purchases to our 
church. It's no additional cost to you! Choose St. Bar-
tholomew Church via this link: https://smile.amazon.
com and start shopping! Thank you for your support.

STEWARDSHIP of TREASURE | NOV 14, 2021

Thank you for your support!

Envelope Collection:   $ 8,446
Faith Direct:    $13,478
Total:     $21,924
Archdiocesan Assessment:   $2,347

PARISH OFFICE DIRECTORY

STEVEN SERAFIN
Pastoral Associate

sserafin@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 112
PAUL MILAN

Director of Liturgy & Music
pmilan@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 260

PATRICIA KREMA
Coordinator of Liturgy & Adult Faith Formation

pkrema@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 126
BRIANA QUIGLEY

Director of Communications
bquigley@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 130

CATHERINE ZIOBRO
Community Outreach Coordinator

cziobro@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 108
CARLA KELLY

Director of Confirmation
ckelly@stbartholomewchurch.org

JENNIFER RYAN
Director of Youth Ministry

yg@stbartholomewchurch.org
SANDRA CARROLL

Safe Environment Director
pgc@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 135

CINDY PITONZO
Business Manager

cpitonzo@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 129
KATHY KOBLISKA

Office Manager
kkobliska@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 100

DENNIS WEISS
Facilities Manager

dweiss@stbartholomewchurch.org
PAULETTE CORONATO | JOSEPH DILLON

Parish Trustees

If you are an individual, a couple or a family that is experi-
encing difficulties, there are counseling services available to 
you. All calls are confidential. Fees can be adjusted to one’s 
financial situation. Please note, that no one will be turned 
away for an inability to pay. Counselors available to you:

Barbara Stumm-Gray, Ed.S. | 908.232.0893
Joseph Ochs, LPC | 732.221.6673
Dina Brue, LCSW | 646.643.5345

Laura Otchy, MS, Ed.S. LPC | 973.580.5930

COUNSELING SERVICES AVAILABLE

MASS AVAILABLE ON TV & ONLINE!
For the home bound Parishioner, tune in on Sundays 
at 10am to watch Mass. Comcast channel 34 or Verizon 
channel 22. Watch the Mass livestream on our website and 
Facebook page on Saturdays at 5pm and Sundays at 9am.

Supporting Our Parish
Streamline your offertory and simplify your support for St. 
Bartholomew the Apostle as we continue serve our parish-
ioners and those in need throughout the community. Now 
is a great time to make the switch to eGiving – you can sign 
up from your computer, smartphone or tablet, and set up a 
recurring donation or make a one-time gift. Sign up today 
by visiting faith.direct/NJ844, or text ‘Enroll’ to 908-324-
5627.Thank you for your continued support of our parish!

Available Services

EASY ONLINE GIVING WITH FAITH DIRECT

SUPPORT ST. BART'S 
WHEN YOU SHOP ON AMAZON!

Stay Connected!
FOLLOW US ON
SOCIAL MEDIA

for daily inspiration and 
all the latest parish news 
and updates!

908.322.5192
Email: contact@stbartholomewchurch.org

Web: www.stbartholomewchurch.org

ACADEMY OFFICE: 908.322.4265
admissions@stbacademy.org

RELIGIOUS ED OFFICE: 908.322.2359
religioused@stbartholomewchurch.org 

Office Hours:
Monday-Tuesday 8:30am-6:00pm

Wednesday-Friday: 8:30am-3:00pm

Saturday-Sunday: 9:00am-2:00pm

St. Bart Church

@stbartholomew_
church

JOIN OUR 
FLOCKNOTE

to receive our weekly 
newsletter & stay plugged 
in to all your favorite parish 
groups and ministries!

Scan the QR 
code or visit 
stbartschurch.
flocknote.com 
to join!

ST. BARTHOLOMEW STAFF


