
We, the Roman Catholic Community of 
St. Bartholomew the Apostle, are brought 
together by Jesus, as we recognize His 
presence among us in Word, Sacrament and 
each other. Through the grace of the Holy 
Spirit and the intercession of the Blessed 
Mother, we accept Jesus’ invitation to be His 
disciples by using our time, talent and treasure 
for the benefit of all. 

Rev. John J. Paladino, K.H.S.

Rev. Msgr. Donald E. Guenther
Rev. Michael A. Hanly

908.322.5192  ext. 114 
frpaladino@stbartholomewchurch.org

OUR PARISH MISSION

2032 WESTFIELD AVENUE, 
SCOTCH PLAINS, NJ 07076   

PHONE: (908) 322-5192   
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MASS SCHEDULE

PASTOR

IN RESIDENCE

Deacon Matthew Gonzalez
Deacon Robert Gurske

Deacon Donald Hessemer

DEACONS

DECEMBER 5, 2021

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 11
4:00pm Confessions
5:00pm Vigil Mass - Fr. Ortiz

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 12
7:30am - Fr. Paladino
9:00am - Msgr. Guenther
10:30am - Fr. Paladino
NooN - Fr. Hanly



We unite ourselves with the people who awaited the coming of Christ long ago.

The Advent season is the Church’s time of preparing for the coming of the Lord. We prepare our homes and 
we prepare our hearts. As God’s chosen people awaited the Messiah, we now look forward to celebrating 
that Messiah’s birth, and we also anticipate his return in glory.

In the first reading, the prophet Baruch proclaims to all of Israel that God is leading Israel in joy by the light 
of his glory, with his mercy and justice for company. The Lord has commanded that the gorges be filled and 
the mountains be laid low, that Israel may advance secure in the glory of God.

John the Baptist will proclaim similar words as he himself directly prepares the way of the Lord. The tra-
dition around John the Baptist is a rich one. John, son of Mary’s cousin Elizabeth, is the one destined to 
announce the coming of the Messiah. He proclaims Jesus’ coming and foretells of his importance. He is a 
powerful witness to the Son of God who came to take away our sins, calling out to all of us: Prepare the 
way of the Lord; he is coming.

God is faithful to his promises. The prophets foretold that God was sending a Savior to the world, and 
he did. God sent his Son, Jesus, born of Mary, just as he promised. Christ is the fulfillment of all of God’s 
promises. The Father has prepared the world for the coming of Christ, who came to save us from sin and to 
restore our relationship with God.

Jesus is the Savior of the world, and the new covenant. By his incarnation, he unites us to the Father and 
the Spirit. He has restored the relationship that was lost because of original sin.

This season helps us prepare for Christ’s birth at Christmas, while being filled with hope and a joyful expec-
tation of when he will come again. We are uniquely united to all those who awaited the coming of Christ 
long ago, and in the sleep of death now await his second coming, bringing the resurrection of the body and 
life everlasting. What a wondrous gift.

Fr. John PaladinoFROM THE DESK OF

Christmas Schedule
CHRISTMAS EVE - FRIDAY, DEC 24

CHRISTMAS DAY - SATURDAY, DEC 25

SUNDAY MASS - SUNDAY, DEC 26

Children's Mass - 2:00pm

Christmas Mass - 4:00pm, 6:00pm, 10:00pm

(Carols at 9:30pm prior to 10:00pm Mass)

8:00am, 10:00am, 12:00pm

9:00am, 10:30am, 12:00pm

All Masses will be livestreamed.

Join us after Mass this weekend for 
food and fellowship!

Come join us and meet your fellow parishioners! 
Parish Life is hosting a coffee social today (Sun-
day, December 5th) from 8am-12pm in the Cafe-
teria (go through the side doors in the Church 
and down the stairs - you'll find us! We will have 
assorted drinks including coffee, tea and hot 
chocolate, along with donuts, bagels and more. 
There's a little something for everyone! Hope to 
see you there!

Thank you to all who participated in the Charity Begins at Home donation campaign this year. 
Because of your generous support, we are able to help those in need in our own community!



Thanks to a generous donor, St. 
Bartholomew Church has part-
nered with the Hallow Catholic 
app this Advent to provide ev-
ery parishioner FREE access to 
all Hallow content!

Hallow is the #1 Catholic app and includes over 
2,000 audio-guided sessions designed to help you 
grow closer to God. Their content includes daily 
prayers and meditations, sleep and calm medita-
tions, reflective music, and mental health content 
from Catholic experts, and much more!

Visit hallow.com/holydaypackage 
or follow this QR code on your mo-
bile device to sign up for your free 
access to all Hallow content. Our par-
ish group code is WG18LJ.

Contact Pat Krema for more info at pkrema@stbartholomewchurch.org

From the comfort of your own home, join us this Advent for virtual evenings of prayer, 
discussion, community, and cups of holiday cheer as we explore INCARNATION – a 
Yale University Bible Study. All are welcome to attend. The meeting links, discussion 
guides – and recipes for holiday cheer - will be sent via email through Flocknote on 
each Sunday of Advent. See you on the journey! 

Advent Virtual Scripture Series: 
Savior of the World: The Gospel of Luke

The Giving Tree is up in the Narthex! Please grab a 
tag or two and fulfill the gift desire for someone in 
need from our various organizations. Gifts will be 
due back by Sunday, December 5th and Sunday, 

December 12th. Please wrap your 
gifts unless directed not to on 
the back of the ornament. Attach 
your tag to the gift (tape or 
staple) and leave the gift under 
the tree or on the bench in the 

Narthex.
 
We are looking for volunteers 
to help organize the gifts 
we will be collecting or 
delivering them to the 
various organizations on 
both Sundays, December 
5th and December 12th. 
Please contact Catherine if 
you would like to help.

CONTACT CATHERINE ZIOBRO
at cziobro@stbartholomewchurch.org

Please RSVP to Keith Guarnuccio at keithguarnuccio@yahoo.com

Led by Colonel Michael Manning & Master Sergeant Michael Cutone
Men of the parish are welcome to join us at St. Bartholomew Church for Mass, breakfast, 
and fellowship. Using the principles learned while serving our country, such as planning, 
competency, humility and courage, Col. Manning and Msg. Cutone will talk about what 
leading from the front looks like with respect to continued faith formation, leadership 
and service to the Church and one another. There is no cost to attend, but a free-will 
offering will be accepted. Breakfast will be provided.

THE GIVING TREE IS HERE!

Sign up and join the Advent 
#Pray25 Challenge!

Upcoming Events

Community Outreach

Servant Leadership: Men's Prayer Breakfast

SAT.
DEC 11th

8:30am to 
12:00pm

MON.
DEC 6th

7:00pm

WED.
DEC 8th

6:30am

8:30am

12:15pm

7:30pm

Holy Day of Obligation:
The Feast of the Immaculate Conception

On the feast of the Immaculate Conception of Mary, we honor celebrate Mary's role in 
the history of salvation and that God preserved her from original sin so that through 
her free acceptance of God's will, she could be the mother of our Savior, Jesus Christ. 
As Catholics, we are obligated to attend Mass and to treat this feast day as a day of 
celebration and rest to the extent that we are able. St. Bartholomew will offer four 
opportunities to attend Mass on this day.



FOR INFO, CONTACT JENNIFER RYAN
at yg@stbartholomewchurch.org

Youth Group will once again be at the Parish Social  
in the Cafeteria from 8am-12pm on December 5th 
to help parishioners with both the Flocknote and 
Hallow apps. Please stop by and let us try to help. 
Join us later at the Church at 6pm if you are a local 
high school student and want to learn more about 
Youth Group.

ACADEMY  IN  ACTION

VOLLEYBALL WRAP-UP
Last year, CYO sports were suspended due to Co-
vid. The Academy student athletes missed the ca-
maraderie and athletic challenges; and that pent-up 
energy was channeled into this fall’s CYO volleyball 
season.

This year’s JV team was coached by Shannon Pa-
checo, who took on the role having no previous vol-
leyball experience. This season, most of the players 
were also new to the game. But lack of experience 
did not stop these young ladies. In a mid-season 
match against St. Teresa, 6th grader Kylie Kroger 
scored 16 consecutive points; 4th grader Lucia 
DeJesus, who struggled with serving and hitting 
most of the season, scored the winning point. With 
an incredible amount of hard work, determination, 
and team work, the JV Lady Eagles made it all the 
way to the CYO Semi-Finals. With that kind of suc-
cess this year, we can expect an exciting season 
next fall!

Coached by Pamela Sa-
wicki and Mildred Stan-
ley, the Varsity Lady 
Eagles went undefeated 
14-0 on the season, and 
handily won the Union 
County CYO Champion-
ship. They then went on 
to win the CYO Tourna-

ment of Champions in an exciting match. The team 
was down 9-14 in Game 1 when 8th grader, Alexan-
dria Landazabal, served 16 straight points to win the 
game 25-14. This win capped off a tremendous sea-
son. The school celebrated the team by a round of 
applause as the team jogged through the hallways. 
We will miss our 8th graders Maddie Byrne, Maria 
Gialanella, Alexandria Landazabal, Diane Jane Ng-
umah, Joelle Ruccio, and Amanda Stanley. We wish 
them the best of luck as they continue onto high 
school.

We are the people of God who make up the Church 
of St. Bartholomew the Apostle in Scotch Plains, 
NJ. Our parish community is comprised of persons 
from varied ethnic backgrounds and from different 
walks of life. We come together to know, love, and 
serve God and each other in the best way we can. 

The Parish Pastoral Council considers matters re-
lating to pastoral activity and formulates practical 
conclusions concerning these matters. The council 
is a think tank that looks to the future of the parish 
and recommends plans for tomorrow. It also acts 
as a liaison with the parish community to help sup-
port and promote the Pastoral Mission. 

We are currently looking to add dedicated parish-
ioners to the Council. If you are interested in find-
ing out more or just have questions about the Par-
ish Pastoral Council, please contact: 

Sandra Carroll, President Parish Pastoral Council, 
at eastsidesandy@msn.com or 

Fr. John Paladino, K.H.S., Pastor, at 
frpaladino@stbartholomewchurch.org 

St. Bartholomew
Pastoral Council

Pope Francis wants to hear from the whole Church 
about what is happening in local parishes. He and 
the bishops would like to know what individuals 
think we should all be doing to help make our par-
ishes better. The way he has proposed doing this 
is a synodal process. Synod means “journeying to-
gether” and it involves listening to the Holy Spirit 
and to each other in order to discern the path we 
are called to walk together.

The synod "is intended to inspire people to dream 
about the Church we are called to be, to make peo-
ple's hopes flourish, to stimulate trust, to bind up 
wounds, to weave new and deeper relationships, 
to learn from one another, to build bridges, to en-
lighten minds, warm hearts, and restore strength to 
our hands for our common mission.”

The information that is collected at our listening 
sessions will have a deep impact on the St. Bart’s 
Community and the Universal Church. Please come 
share your voice at one of our Listening sessions 
on the 14th.

FOR INFO, CONTACT STEVEN SERAFIN
at sserafin@stbartholomewchurch.org

TECH & TUTOR CAFE



SUNDAY, DECEMBER 5
7:30am  Marjorie Pearson
 req. by Bob & Maureen LaCosta
 Mary H. Nollstadt
 req. by Gene & Yolanda Schiller
 Liborio Sanchez
 req. by Loving Family
9:00am MaryBeth Driscoll
 req. by Denise & Robert Howd
 Joseph Fantini
 req. by the Nick & Dina DiNizo
10:30am Anthony Della Ventura
 req. by Emil & Ersilia DiFrancesco & Family
 Cindy D'Amato
 req. by Ginger Rachko
Noon Donna & Al Fantini
 req. by Loving Family
 Joe Fantini
 req. by Laura Del Negro
MONDAY, DECEMBER 6
6:30am  Grace Thomas
 req. by Loving Family
8:30am Noah R. Potian (Living)
 req. by Amy Potian
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 7
6:30am Angela DiNardo
 req. by Mary Kaminski
8:30am Henry Durkin
 req. by Loving Family
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 8
6:30am Jeanette & Arthur Paladino
 req. by son, John
8:30am Nicholas Iosca
 req. by daughter, Theresa
12:15pm Thomas Brenner
 req. by Sal & Cathryn Iorio
7:30pm Margaret Hessemer
 req. by Deacon Don & Joan Hessemer
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 9
6:30am James Hines
 req. by Janice & Larry Naldi
8:30am Elaine Skotnicki
 req. by Carol Skotnicki 
 Kathleen & Harold Miler
 req. by Michael & Erin Miller
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 10
6:30am Arthur W. Morgan (Living)
 req. by wife, Anne
8:30am Anna Giorgio
 req. by Dr. & Mrs. Nicholas Santoriello
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 11
8:30am Gerard W. Murphy
 req. by Loving Wife & Family
5:00pm Karen Franzone
 req. by Mom & Dad
 Lina Soriano
 req. by brother Guido & Barbra
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 12
7:30am  Joseph LaCosta
 req. by Bob & Maureen LaCosta
 Joseph LaCosta
 and by Pat & Irene Bartels
9:00am Antionetta Di Francesco
 req. by Romano & Mary Del Rio
 Joseph Fantini
 req. by Peter & Maria DiNizo
10:30am Deceased Members of the 
 Domenicantonio Novelo Family
 req. by Paul, Evelyn & Family
 Marion Barrett
 req. by Jennifer Mongold & John Capeci
Noon June A. Harris
 req. by John & Theresa Cosmas
 Ernesto Del Negro
 req. by Nick & Angela Del Negro

Mass IntentionsMass Intentions

In the event of serious illness or hospitalization, the rectory 
should be notified. Visits to the sick and shut-ins are made 
by the priests, deacons and ministers of the Eucharist. It is 
not necessary for someone to be “gravely ill” to receive the 
Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick.

Please Note:
For privacy reasons and HIPAA regulations, names may only 
be added by members of the immediate family after they 
have received permission of the one who is sick.

Edilberto Agaton Jr.  Elizabeth Barker
Jacob Benedicto Francesca Cafolla 
Rina Conti Nancy DeCristofaro
Kathleen "Kay" Duff Tami Eddy 
Palmiro Ferraro Emma Lara 
Nadine Martinson Peter Morgan 
Andrea Muñoz James Pettit 
Kenneth Quigley Richard Quigley 
Patricia Uber Maureen Vincent   
Dolores Waltsak Melinda Williams 
Franca Zingariello Joe Zingariello

Lord, hear our prayer.

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK

CELEBRATING THE SACRAMENTS

Baptisms are celebrated throughout the month on 
Saturdays and Sundays. First-time parents are required 
to complete Baptismal Preparation. Please register in 
advance by calling (908) 322-5192.

Confession is offered every Saturday at 4pm or call the 
rectory to schedule an appointment.

Archdiocesan policy requires that arrangements be 
made with a parish priest or deacon as soon as the 
engagement is announced. 

Reconciliation

Baptism

Marriage

Adelina Esther, daughter of Stefon Smith & Karina Estepan
Henry Gerard, son of Ryan & Jennifer Sharkey

Timothy Mark, III, son of Timothy & Jenna Laverick, Jr.
Jackson James, son of Francis & Christina Daliani
Lyla June, daughter of Jason & Alyson Corveleyn

Travis William, son of Kyle & Randi Mihansky
Sutton Hope, daughter of Matthew & Marisa Rosenthal
Siena Claire, daughter of Jonathan & Kathryn LoPresti

Grayson Hunter, son of Sean & Karen Biddulph
Nicolas McGown, son of Michael & Elizabeth Melillo

Noah Oliver, son of Philip & Elaine Silva
Corinne Elizabeth, daughter of Drew & Elizabeth Tybus

Christian Felix, son of Daniel & Gabriel Ayotte
Anthony Chase, son of Justin & Alyssa Dinsmore

Sienna Natasha, daughter of Adrian & Nicole DoCampo
Kinsleigh Jane, daughter of Lawrence & Carla Kurz

Bode Christopher, son of Christopher & Joanna Weiss
Logan Eli, son of Aaron & Vanessa Bonilla

Theodore Robert, son of Robert & Melissa Clavin
Carson Michael, son of Colin & Christina Coogan
Grayson Bunting, son of Samuel & Morgan Finnel

Congratulations to the newly baptized:

SPECIAL INTENTION FOR ALTAR CANDLES
Michael Novello, req. by Maria Novello & Family



St. Bartholomew's has partnered with Amazon Smile. 
Please remember that while you shop consider using 
smile.amazon.com. The Amazon Smile Foundation will 
donate 0.5% of the price of eligible purchases to our 
church. It's no additional cost to you! Choose St. Bar-
tholomew Church via this link: https://smile.amazon.
com and start shopping! Thank you for your support.

STEWARDSHIP of TREASURE | NOV 28, 2021

Thank you for your support!

Envelope Collection   $7,086
Faith Direct   $13,478
Total    $20,564

PARISH OFFICE DIRECTORY

STEVEN SERAFIN
Pastoral Associate

sserafin@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 112
PAUL MILAN

Director of Liturgy & Music
pmilan@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 260

PATRICIA KREMA
Coordinator of Liturgy & Adult Faith Formation

pkrema@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 126
BRIANA QUIGLEY

Director of Communications
bquigley@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 130

CATHERINE ZIOBRO
Community Outreach Coordinator

cziobro@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 108
CARLA KELLY

Director of Confirmation
ckelly@stbartholomewchurch.org

JENNIFER RYAN
Director of Youth Ministry

yg@stbartholomewchurch.org
SANDRA CARROLL

Safe Environment Director
pgc@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 135

CINDY PITONZO
Business Manager

cpitonzo@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 129
KATHY KOBLISKA

Office Manager
kkobliska@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 100

DENNIS WEISS
Facilities Manager

dweiss@stbartholomewchurch.org
PAULETTE CORONATO | JOSEPH DILLON

Parish Trustees

If you are an individual, a couple or a family that is experi-
encing difficulties, there are counseling services available to 
you. All calls are confidential. Fees can be adjusted to one’s 
financial situation. Please note, that no one will be turned 
away for an inability to pay. Counselors available to you:

Barbara Stumm-Gray, Ed.S. | 908.232.0893
Joseph Ochs, LPC | 732.221.6673
Dina Brue, LCSW | 646.643.5345

Laura Otchy, MS, Ed.S. LPC | 973.580.5930

COUNSELING SERVICES AVAILABLE

MASS AVAILABLE ON TV & ONLINE!
For the home bound Parishioner, tune in on Sundays 
at 10am to watch Mass. Comcast channel 34 or Verizon 
channel 22. Watch the Mass livestream on our website and 
Facebook page on Saturdays at 5pm and Sundays at 9am.

Supporting Our Parish
Streamline your offertory and simplify your support for 
St. Bartholomew the Apostle as we continue serve our 
parishioners and those in need throughout the com-
munity. Now is a great time to make the switch to eGiv-
ing – you can sign up from your computer, smartphone 
or tablet, and set up a recurring donation or make a 
one-time gift. Sign up today by visiting faith.direct/
NJ844, or text ‘Enroll’ to 908-324-5627.Thank you for 
your continued support of our parish!

Available Services

EASY ONLINE GIVING WITH FAITH DIRECT

SUPPORT ST. BART'S 
WHEN YOU SHOP ON AMAZON!

Stay Connected!
FOLLOW US ON
SOCIAL MEDIA

for daily inspiration and 
all the latest parish news 
and updates!

908.322.5192
Email: contact@stbartholomewchurch.org

Web: www.stbartholomewchurch.org

ACADEMY OFFICE: 908.322.4265
admissions@stbacademy.org

RELIGIOUS ED OFFICE: 908.322.2359
religioused@stbartholomewchurch.org 

Office Hours:
Monday-Tuesday 8:30am-6:00pm

Wednesday-Friday: 8:30am-3:00pm

Saturday-Sunday: 9:00am-2:00pm

St. Bart Church

@stbartholomew_
church

JOIN OUR 
FLOCKNOTE

to receive our weekly 
newsletter & stay plugged 
in to all your favorite parish 
groups and ministries!

Scan the QR 
code or visit 
stbartschurch.
flocknote.com 
to join!

ST. BARTHOLOMEW STAFF


