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All Masses will be livestreamed.
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We are called to share the joy of Christ in our lives.

In today’s Gospel, three different groups approach John the Baptist and ask, What should we do? He is 
asked by crowds. He is asked by tax collectors. He is asked by soldiers. We hear it so much, the questions 
come across as a refrain as we listen to it.

All of these groups are united in their searching. They turn to John the Baptist for answers. Indeed, many 
of us today come to our liturgy asking that very question. As a sacred season of the liturgical year, Advent 
is a time when we put a special focus on what we should do. We ask this as a way of preparing our hearts 
for the Incarnation, the coming of the Lord.

Today’s Gospel sheds light for us on that question. John the Baptist has a clear answer for the three differ-
ent groups. He tells the crowds to share their possessions with those who have none. He tells the tax collec-
tors to stop their corrupt ways and collect only what they have to from others. He tells the soldiers to live 
justly. All of them are being asked to take steps to open their hearts. In this very preparation, there is joy. 
Their new practices will bring joy to those who are in need or have been victimized.

John the Baptist connects the announcement of the Good News with a call to action. Since the kingdom of 
God is at hand, it demands certain behaviors of us. Our acts should be just and show love to others. To live 
a life of discipleship like this can be a source of profound joy.

In our first reading from Zephaniah, we hear more about this source of joy. We are joyful because the Lord 
protects us from fear and anxiety. We are joyful because the Lord is in our midst. We are joyful because he 
has renewed us in his love. This joy is something we are called to constantly be true to in our lives. It takes 
practice to live this joy. That is what Advent calls us to and that is what we celebrate in particular this Third 
Sunday of Advent.

Now that we are more than halfway through our journey of Advent, the Lord gives us an opportunity to 
recommit ourselves in his joy, and to bring the joy of the Lord to practice in our lives. We must take courage 
to always ask the Lord “What should we do?” like the crowds did in the Gospel. The search for answers will 
always lead us closer to him.

Fr. John PaladinoFROM THE DESK OF

Pope Francis wants to hear from the whole Church 
about what is happening in local parishes. He and the 
bishops would like to know what individuals think we 
should all be doing to help make our parishes better. 
The way he has proposed doing this is through a syn-
odal process. Synod means “journeying together” and 
it involves listening to the Holy Spirit and to each other 
in order to discern the path we are called to walk to-
gether.

The information that is collected at our listening ses-
sions will have a deep impact on the St. Bart’s Commu-
nity and the Universal Church. 

Please come share your voice at 
one of our listening sessions on the 14th!

SYNOD ON SYNODALITY 2021
A Listening Church

Tuesday, December 14th
3:30-5:00pm or 7:00-8:30pm in the Cafeteria

Saturday, December 18th, 3-4pm 

Advent is a wonderful opportunity to take some 
intentional time away from the noise and busy-
ness of the holiday preparations to simply rest 
and worship in God's presence. It is also a great 
opportunity to make room in our hearts for his 
coming by making a Confession before Christ-
mas. Join us for a Holy Hour this Saturday, with 
live worship music and confessions offered 
throughout the hour. Come be refreshed and 
renewed in God's presence and love!

ADVENT HOLY HOUR
& CONFESSION

Peace I leave with you, my peace I give you. 
Not as the world gives do I give it to you.

John 14:27



Join us virtually for our final Advent evening of 
prayer, discussion, community and cups of holiday 
cheer as we explore INCARNATION – a Yale 
University Bible Study. All are welcome to attend. 
The meeting link, discussion guides - and recipes 
for holiday cheer – will be sent via email through 
Flocknote.  See you on the journey! 

ADVENT SCRIPTURE SERIES
Monday, December 13th 7:00pm

Simbang Gabi is a Filipino tradition of 
celebrating Mass on each of the nine days 
before Christmas. It was introduced by 
Spanish friars to allow farmers to hear Mass 
before going to work early in the morning.

In the Philippines, Simbang Gabi novena 
Masses were celebrated at dawn, when the 
roosters crow, hence the name Misa de Gal-
lo or “Mass of the rooster.” This was done 
for very practical reasons—Filipinos then 
were farmers or fishers who either began 
or ended their day at dawn.  Thus, at the 
first light of dawn, church bells rang, and 
a band played traditional Christmas carols 
throughout the town. Families would walk 
or ride their carabao (water buffalo) sleds 
to their local church. After Mass the cele-
bration continued with a variety of delica-
cies served in the churchyard, such as bib-
ingka (rice cakes), puto bumbong (sticky 
rice), roasted corn cobs, and ginger tea.

The tradition of Simbang Gabi continues in 
the United States, but it has been altered 
a bit from its original form. Most novena 
Masses are held indoors in the evening, 
not at the crack of dawn. In addition, not 
all parishes celebrate the full nine days. 
Sometimes neighboring parishes each 
take one of the nine nights, and people go 
from church to church for the novena.

Simbang Gabi Masses always have Filipino 
touches. Many parishes have families pro-
cess in with the traditional star lanterns 
fashioned of bamboo and paper, symbol-
izing that we are preparing our hearts and 
homes to welcome and receive Christ, our 
Light. These parols can also be seen in any 
Filipino home during the Advent season. 

The Filipino Apostolate of Union County 
Simbang Gabi 2021 celebrates 500 years 
of Christianity in the Philippines.  St. Bar-
tholomew the Apostle Church invites you 
to join us on Thursday, 16 December 2021 
at 8 pm as we host the second day of this 
year's 9-day novena of Masses.  All are wel-
come!

Thursday, December 16th 
at 8:00pm in the Church

Reception to Follow

St. Bartholomew is starting a new Small Group Minis-
try in January and we want you there! Don’t miss out 
on this great opportunity to meet as a faith commu-
nity with people exploring their faith just like you!

Small groups are a great way to meet others in a safe 
environment to explore and challenge your faith. The 
groups are no larger than 10 people each, which pro-
vides the ability for everyone to share, relationships to 
form and faith to deepen.

We will meet once a week beginning January 24 in a 
variety of ways, including in homes, at the Church and 
online. Each group will follow the same study guide 
and conclude the study with a large group meeting 
on the final week.

Contact Elaine Coupe at kecoupe@veri-
zon.net with any questions and for more 
information on joining a group, or scan the 
QR code to sign up.

Kick Off: Thursday, January 13th from 7-9pm

at Darby Road Pub in Scotch Plains

Join us for our Kick-off event to enjoy a drink/appe-
tizer, meet your leader, and pick up a book!

Virtual

FOR INFO, CONTACT PAT KREMA
at pkrema@stbartholomewchurch.org



FOR INFO, CONTACT JENNIFER RYAN
at yg@stbartholomewchurch.org

Youth Group was glad to assist a few parishio-
ners with their cellphone questions at the Tech 
Table during the Parish Coffee Social last week-
end. Thank you so much to the members and 
leaders that came to help. Especially since they 
came back that evening for our regular meet-
ing. It is a time of year for gifts and that was the 
theme of the evening. As we planned our Christ-
mas party, wrote Christmas and Holiday cards to 
be delivered to Chelsea and Center for Hope, we 
also talked about the gifts we have from God. A 
charism questionnaire was taken by each person, 
which they were able to discuss with their group. 
Though not always obvious, it was interesting to 
witness what our charisms may be according to 
this survey at least. Of course, prayers and games 
rounded out the evening. If you are a high school 
student and want to learn more about YG, reach 
out to the Youth Minister.

ACADEMY  IN  ACTION
Congratulations to the following Academy students 
who earned Honor Roll this last trimester!

PRINCIPAL'S LIST

Clarke Usarzewicz- 5th grade
Christopher Cabrera- 6th grade

Colleen Kennedy-8th grade
Diane-Jane Ngumah-8th grade

 
FIRST HONORS

Fifth Grade   Sixth Grade
Derion Amah   Luciana Aumenta
Christian Asciutto  Thomas Cassidy
Zoe Badilla   Alana Dutkin
Olivia Cope   Liviana Guarino
Sean Denney   Emily Lagemann
Avery Pacheco  

Seventh Grade   Eighth Grade
Erica Anselmo   Maria Gialanella
Amoriz Camino   Alexandria Landazabal
Charles Gilligan   Lola Martinson
Eliana Rotondo   Abigail Perreauly
Nathan Thomas   Joelle Ruccio
    Sophia Yalcin

SECOND HONORS

Fifth Grade   Sixth Grade
Damian Baez Feliciano  David Carmago
Delaney Dutkin   Kylie Kroeger
Dante Mariani   Amarachi Nwokike
Julianna Urs

Seventh Grade   Eighth Grade
Catherine Denney  Chetachi Akunna
Olivia Erbafina   Madelyn Byrne
Charlotte LaCosta  Diego Chacha
Maximilian Markho  Ben Fenandoe
Isabella Narciso   Charles Giuntini
Wilhelmina Stampfl  Maria Thomas

The Parish Pastoral Council considers matters 
relating to pastoral activity and formulates practical 
conclusions concerning these matters. The council 
is a think tank that looks to the future of the parish 
and recommends plans for tomorrow. It also acts as 
a liaison with the parish community to help support 
and promote the Pastoral Mission. 

We are currently looking to add dedicated 
parishioners to the Council. If you are interested 
in finding out more or just have questions about 
the Parish Pastoral Council, please contact: Sandra 
Carroll, President of Parish Pastoral Council, at 
eastsidesandy@msn.com or Fr. John Paladino, K.H.S., 
Pastor, at frpaladino@stbartholomewchurch.org. 

A parishioner of St. Bartholomew’s, 
Kevin Brady, has written a book 
called North End Boy, a mem-
oir set in Elizabeth, N.J. Proceeds 
from book sales will be donated to 
St. Benedict’s in Newark, which is 
featured in the book.

North End Boy tells the story of seven friends 
coming of age in 1978 against a backdrop of ur-
ban crime, abandoned factories and political cor-
ruption. Over a thirty-six hour period, the young 
friends struggle to find their place in a changing 
city and a changing nation. One gets into the fam-
ily business. One moves out. One finds redemption 
in the Catholic Church. Another 
doesn’t.

An intensely local book, North 
End Boy is also a larger medi-
tation on post-war America, as 
seen through the eyes of a first 
generation American with immi-
grant sensibilities and working-
class roots. It is also a story of 
Catholic conversion and redemp-
tion that takes place on the gritty 
streets of Elizabeth and Newark.

You can purchase North End Boy on 
Amazon or visit the book website at 
www.northendboy.com or scan the QR 
code with your smartphone or mobile 
device.

ST. BART'S PASTORAL COUNCIL



SUNDAY, DECEMBER 12
7:30am  Joseph LaCosta
 req. by Bob & Maureen LaCosta
 Joseph LaCosta
 and by Pat & Irene Bartels
9:00am Antionetta Di Francesco
 req. by Romano & Mary Del Rio
 Joseph Fantini
 req. by Peter & Maria DiNizo
10:30am Deceased Members of the 
 Domenicantonio Novelo Family
 req. by Paul, Evelyn & Family
 Marion Barrett
 req. by Jennifer Mongold & John Capeci
Noon June A. Harris
 req. by John & Theresa Cosmas
 Ernesto Del Negro
MONDAY, DECEMBER 13
6:30am  Dr. James P. Tierney
 req. by Mary Smith & Family
8:30am Joseph "Sully" Sullivan
 req. by Mary Smith & Family
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 14
6:30am Paul Holze
 req. by Daughter & Family
8:30am James Polon
 req. by the Swidersky Family
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 15
6:30am Mrs. Caruso
 req. by Charles & Ann Argila
8:30am Carol Rachko
 req. by Tom Otchy
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 16
6:30am Elizabeth Fiore
 req. by Husband Michael & Family
8:30am Albert Weber, Sr.
 req. by Madeline & Tom Rutkowski 
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 17
6:30am Raquel Martinez
 req. by Mayda & Vilma
8:30am Joseph Caliendo
 req. by Loving Children
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 18
8:30am Anna Rose Daniels
 req. by JoAnn & Jack Kovalcik
5:00pm Filomena & Daniel Iasello
 req. by Children
 Nancy Marra
 req. by Nieces, MaryAnn & Barbare
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 19
7:30am  Filomena & Daniel Iasello
 req. by Grandchildren
 Margaret & Mimi Sylvester
 and by Charlotte LaCosta
9:00am Marilou Walsh
 req. by Ramona Diaz
 Marilou Walsh
 req. by Loving Family
10:30am Kenneth Hochman
 req. by His Loving Family
 Philip Del Negro
 req. by Nick & Angela Del Negro
Noon Ken Vincent (1st Anniversary)
 req. by Maureen & James Vincent
 Donna & Al Fantini
 req. by Loving Family

Mass IntentionsMass Intentions

In the event of serious illness or hospitalization, the rectory 
should be notified. Visits to the sick and shut-ins are made 
by the priests, deacons and ministers of the Eucharist. It is 
not necessary for someone to be “gravely ill” to receive the 
Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick.

Please Note:
For privacy reasons and HIPAA regulations, names may only 
be added by members of the immediate family after they 
have received permission of the one who is sick.

Edilberto Agaton Jr.  Elizabeth Barker
Jacob Benedicto Francesca Cafolla 
Rina Conti Nancy DeCristofaro
Kathleen "Kay" Duff Tami Eddy 
Palmiro Ferraro Emma Lara 
Nadine Martinson Peter Morgan 
Andrea Muñoz James Pettit 
Kenneth Quigley Richard Quigley 
Patricia Uber Maureen Vincent   
Dolores Waltsak Melinda Williams 
Franca Zingariello Joe Zingariello

Lord, hear our prayer.

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK

CELEBRATING THE SACRAMENTS

Baptisms are celebrated throughout the month on 
Saturdays and Sundays. First-time parents are required 
to complete Baptismal Preparation. Please register in 
advance by calling (908) 322-5192.

Confession is offered every Saturday at 4pm or call the 
rectory to schedule an appointment.

Archdiocesan policy requires that arrangements be 
made with a parish priest or deacon as soon as the 
engagement is announced. 

Reconciliation

Baptism

Marriage

The Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults introduces 
adults to the Catholic faith and tradition, as well 
as prepares adults for the sacraments of Baptism, 
Confirmation, and Eucharist, If you would like to 
learn more about becoming Catholic or receiving the 
sacraments at our parish, please contact Pat Krema: 
pkrema@stbartholomewchurch.org. We are happy 
to accompany you on your journey of faith and help 
answer any questions you may have!

RCIA: RECEIVING THE SACRAMENTS 
AND BECOMING CATHOLIC

WELCOMED HOME BY GOD
Our sympathy and prayers are extended to the families of

Elena DiFiore
Wayne Short

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord.



St. Bartholomew's has partnered with Amazon Smile. 
Please remember that while you shop consider using 
smile.amazon.com. The Amazon Smile Foundation will 
donate 0.5% of the price of eligible purchases to our 
church. It's no additional cost to you! Choose St. Bar-
tholomew Church via this link: https://smile.amazon.
com and start shopping! Thank you for your support.

STEWARDSHIP of TREASURE | DEC 5, 2021

Thank you for your support!

Envelope Collection   $7,582
Faith Direct   $11,081
Total    $18,663
Bulding Maintenance   $5,641

PARISH OFFICE DIRECTORY

STEVEN SERAFIN
Pastoral Associate

sserafin@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 112
PAUL MILAN

Director of Liturgy & Music
pmilan@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 260

PATRICIA KREMA
Coordinator of Liturgy & Adult Faith Formation

pkrema@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 126
BRIANA QUIGLEY

Director of Communications
bquigley@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 130

CATHERINE ZIOBRO
Community Outreach Coordinator

cziobro@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 108
CARLA KELLY

Director of Confirmation
ckelly@stbartholomewchurch.org

JENNIFER RYAN
Director of Youth Ministry

yg@stbartholomewchurch.org
SANDRA CARROLL

Safe Environment Director
pgc@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 135

CINDY PITONZO
Business Manager

cpitonzo@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 129
KATHY KOBLISKA

Office Manager
kkobliska@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 100

DENNIS WEISS
Facilities Manager

dweiss@stbartholomewchurch.org
PAULETTE CORONATO | JOSEPH DILLON

Parish Trustees

If you are an individual, a couple or a family that is experi-
encing difficulties, there are counseling services available to 
you. All calls are confidential. Fees can be adjusted to one’s 
financial situation. Please note, that no one will be turned 
away for an inability to pay. Counselors available to you:

Barbara Stumm-Gray, Ed.S. | 908.232.0893
Joseph Ochs, LPC | 732.221.6673
Dina Brue, LCSW | 646.643.5345

Laura Otchy, MS, Ed.S. LPC | 973.580.5930

COUNSELING SERVICES AVAILABLE

MASS AVAILABLE ON TV & ONLINE!
For the home bound Parishioner, tune in on Sundays 
at 10am to watch Mass. Comcast channel 34 or Verizon 
channel 22. Watch the Mass livestream on our website and 
Facebook page on Saturdays at 5pm and Sundays at 9am.

Supporting Our Parish
Streamline your offertory and simplify your support for 
St. Bartholomew the Apostle as we continue serve our 
parishioners and those in need throughout the com-
munity. Now is a great time to make the switch to eGiv-
ing – you can sign up from your computer, smartphone 
or tablet, and set up a recurring donation or make a 
one-time gift. Sign up today by visiting faith.direct/
NJ844, or text ‘Enroll’ to 908-324-5627.Thank you for 
your continued support of our parish!

Available Services

EASY ONLINE GIVING WITH FAITH DIRECT

SUPPORT ST. BART'S 
WHEN YOU SHOP ON AMAZON!

Stay Connected!
FOLLOW US ON
SOCIAL MEDIA

for daily inspiration and 
all the latest parish news 
and updates!

908.322.5192
Email: contact@stbartholomewchurch.org

Web: www.stbartholomewchurch.org

ACADEMY OFFICE: 908.322.4265
admissions@stbacademy.org

RELIGIOUS ED OFFICE: 908.322.2359
religioused@stbartholomewchurch.org 

Office Hours:
Monday-Tuesday 8:30am-6:00pm

Wednesday-Friday: 8:30am-3:00pm

Saturday-Sunday: 9:00am-2:00pm

St. Bart Church

@stbartholomew_
church

JOIN OUR 
FLOCKNOTE

to receive our weekly 
newsletter & stay plugged 
in to all your favorite parish 
groups and ministries!

Scan the QR 
code or visit 
stbartschurch.
flocknote.com 
to join!

ST. BARTHOLOMEW STAFF


