
Rev. John J. Paladino, K.H.S.

Rev. Msgr. Donald E. Guenther
Rev. Frank Rose

908.322.5192  ext. 114 
frpaladino@stbartholomewchurch.org

PASTOR

IN RESIDENCE

Deacon Matthew Gonzalez
Deacon Robert Gurske

Deacon Donald Hessemer

DEACONS

DECEMBER 26, 2021

WEEKEND ASSISTANT
Rev. Roberto Ortiz

2032 Westfield Avenue,
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

(908) 322-5192
www.stbartholomewchurch.org

www.stbartschurch.flocknote.com

We, the Roman Catholic Community of 
St. Bartholomew the Apostle, are brought 
together by Jesus, as we recognize His 
presence among us in Word, Sacrament and 
each other. Through the grace of the Holy 
Spirit and the intercession of the Blessed 
Mother, we accept Jesus’ invitation to be His 
disciples by using our time, talent and treasure 
for the benefit of all. 

OUR PARISH MISSION

MASS SCHEDULE
SATURDAY, JANUARY 1
9:00am Holy Day Mass - Fr. Rose
4:00pm Confessions
5:00pm Vigil Mass - Fr. Paladino

SUNDAY, JANUARY 2
7:30am - Msgr. Guenther
9:00am - Fr. Paladino
10:30am - Fr. Rose
NooN - Fr. Paladino



Our family life is enriched when we worship
the One who created and loves us.

Each year, as this feast of the Holy Family arises, we 
have the opportunity to reflect on their lives. What can 
we learn from these holy people? How might we imitate 
them? Perhaps the answer is clear. In an age when we 
are faced with relentless messaging from social media, 
television, and competing ideologies, modern families 
need to be grounded in prayer and religious traditions.

We know very little about Christ’s life between his birth 
and the beginning of his public ministry. We know that 
he was born in Bethlehem in a humble stable. Soon, his 
young life was threatened and his family escaped to 
Egypt. Eventually, they returned to Nazareth. We can 
only imagine Jesus growing up in a simple household 
with Mary, his loving Mother, and Saint Joseph, his pro-
tective guardian. We picture him in Mary’s lap or learn-
ing a carpenter’s trade at Joseph’s workbench. The ear-
ly years of Christ’s life are often identified by scholars as 
the “hidden life” of Jesus.

The beginning of today’s Gospel states that Mary and 
Joseph went to Jerusalem annually for Passover ac-
cording to festival custom. On one such occasion, when 
Christ was 12, he remained at the temple; his parents 
found him there, discussing Scriptures with the rabbis. 
Significantly, this story of finding him in the temple “is 
the only event that breaks the silence of the Gospels 
about the hidden years of Jesus” (CCC 534).

These visits to a house of worship are significant. The 
temple in Jerusalem was seen as God’s dwelling place. 
Even Jesus – God’s dwelling place among men – took 
the time to go there (CCC 586). The temple was a house 
of prayer, where sacrifices were offered and God’s prais-
es were sung. At the temple, in the synagogues, and in 
his home, a young Jesus would have learned the words 
and rhythms of his people’s prayers.

Like Jesus, Mary, and Joseph, we are part of a holy fam-
ily – we, too, are children of God. Just like Mary and Jo-
seph, our family life is enriched when we go to church 
to worship the One who created and loves us. Like Mary 
and Joseph, we must be attentive to the presence of 
Christ in our lives, to hold all he did and said in our 
hearts, and to willingly participate in God’s divine plan. 
By being attentive to God’s word and by keeping his 
commandments, we, too, will grow in wisdom and grace 
and favor.

Fr. John Paladino
FROM THE DESK OF

Acts of the Apostles says that Stephen 
was a man filled with grace and power, 
who worked great wonders among the 
people. Certain Jews, members of the 
Synagogue of Roman Freedmen, debat-
ed with Stephen, but proved no match 
for the wisdom and spirit with which he 
spoke. They persuaded others to make 
the charge of blasphemy against him. 
He was seized and carried before the 
Sanhedrin.

In his speech, Stephen recalled God’s 
guidance through Israel’s history, as well 
as Israel’s idolatry and disobedience. He 
then claimed that his persecutors were 
showing this same spirit. “…you always 
oppose the Holy Spirit; you are just like 
your ancestors” (Acts 7:51b).

Stephen’s speech brought anger from 
the crowd. “But he, filled with the holy 
Spirit, looked up intently to heaven and 
saw the glory of God and Jesus standing 
at the right hand of God, and he said, ‘Be-
hold, I see the heavens opened and the 
Son of Man standing at the right hand 
of God.’ …They threw him out of the city, 
and began to stone him. …As they were 
stoning Stephen, he called out, ‘Lord 
Jesus, receive my spirit.’ …‘Lord, do not 
hold this sin against them’” (Acts 7:55-
56, 58a, 59, 60b).

Stephen died as Jesus did: falsely ac-
cused, brought to unjust condemnation 
because he spoke the truth fearlessly. 
He died with his eyes trustfully fixed on 
God, and with a prayer of forgiveness 
on his lips. A “happy” death is one that 
finds us in the same spirit, whether our 
dying is as quiet as Joseph’s or as vio-
lent as Stephen’s: dying with courage, 
total trust and forgiving love.

DECEMBER 26
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SOLEMNITY OF 

Mary, Mother of God
On this day we honor Mary as the Mother of 
God. Come ring in the new year with us as we 
celebrate Mary.

VIGIL MASS:
Friday, December 31st, 5:00pm

HOLY DAY MASS:
Saturday, January 1st, 9:00am

TO ALL WHO PARTICIPATED 
IN THE GIVING TREE...

Thank you, thank you, thank you for your gen-
erosity towards the Giving Tree! From the over 
600 gifts fulfilled, the tags made, gifts orga-
nized, and gifts delivered, you all showed im-

mense support for 
those in need at our 
twelve different or-
ganizations. A spe-
cial thank you to the 
confirmation candi-
dates who made the 
tags and all the vol-
unteers who came 
out help organize 
and deliver the gifts. 
Your time and talent 
does not go unno-
ticed! Have a won-
derful Christmas 
season and a Happy 
New Year!

A HUGE THANK YOU

The St. Bartholomew Food Pantry would like 
to thank the following for their thoughtfulness 
and generosity in helping families in our com-
munity:

Maureen Reilly, Joanne Gurske, and the entire 
Prayer Shawl Ministry for their generous dona-
tion and for the beautiful homemade scarves 
and hats they lovingly made to keep our cli-
ents warm this winter. 

Family Investors Company made a tremen-
dous donation to the pantry. We thank them 
for helping out our neighbors in need. 

Parishioners who donated gift cards via the 
Advent Giving Tree – you’re making the holi-
days special for families in our community. 

Your generosity makes a great difference in 
our community. THANK YOU!

Thank You!
This Christmas, your generosity has made a 
huge difference in our parish and in the lives 
of those in need in our community. We extend 
a thank you to all who have contributed their 
time, talent, and treasure during this Christmas 
season.

St. Bartholomew is starting a new Small Group Min-
istry in January and we want you there! Don’t miss 
out on this great opportunity to meet as a faith com-
munity with people exploring their faith just like you!

Small groups are a great way to meet others in a safe 
environment to explore and challenge your faith. The 
groups are no larger than 10 people each, which pro-
vides the ability for everyone to share, relationships 
to form and faith to deepen.

We will meet once a week beginning January 24 in a 
variety of ways, including in homes, at the Church and 
online. Each group will follow the same study guide 
and conclude the study with a large group meeting 
on the final week.

Contact Elaine Coupe at kecoupe@ve-
rizon.net with any questions and for more 
information on joining a group, or scan the 
QR code to sign up.

Kick Off: Thursday, January 13th, 7-9pm

at Darby Road Pub in Scotch Plains

Join us for our Kick-off event to enjoy a drink/appe-
tizer, meet your leader, and pick up a book! Hope to 
see you there!



FOR INFO, CONTACT JENNIFER RYAN
at yg@stbartholomewchurch.org

So many of us have traditions that we experience 
or share as we prepare for Christmas. This year, the 
Youth Group once again helped the Tiny Tim Fund 
with their effort to help our own local kids in need. 
We also did our leader gathering and Christmas 
party with the entire YG Family. Each of us had an 
opportunity to talk about our personal family tradi-
tions this time of year as well. We hope everybody 
enjoyed their Christmas traditions and celebrations 
and offer prayers for a happy and healthy 2022.  
And remember to count your Blessings everyday! 
See you in the New Year!

The Parish Pastoral Council considers matters 
relating to pastoral activity and formulates practical 
conclusions concerning these matters. The council 
is a think tank that looks to the future of the parish 
and recommends plans for tomorrow. It also acts as a 
liaison with the parish community to help support and 
promote the Pastoral Mission. 

We are currently looking to add dedicated 
parishioners to the Council. If you are interested in 
finding out more or have any questions, please contact: 
Sandra Carroll, President of Parish Pastoral Council, at 
eastsidesandy@msn.com or Fr. John Paladino, K.H.S., 
Pastor, at frpaladino@stbartholomewchurch.org. 

A parishioner of St. Bartholomew’s, 
Kevin Brady, has written a book 
called North End Boy, a mem-
oir set in Elizabeth, N.J. Proceeds 
from book sales will be donated to 
St. Benedict’s in Newark, which is 
featured in the book.

North End Boy tells the story of seven friends 
coming of age in 1978 against a backdrop of ur-
ban crime, abandoned factories and political cor-
ruption. Over a thirty-six hour period, the young 
friends struggle to find their place in a changing 
city and a changing nation. One gets into the fam-
ily business. One moves out. One finds redemption 
in the Catholic Church. Another 
doesn’t.

An intensely local book, North 
End Boy is also a larger medi-
tation on post-war America, as 
seen through the eyes of a first 
generation American with immi-
grant sensibilities and working-
class roots. It is also a story of 
Catholic conversion and redemp-
tion that takes place on the gritty 
streets of Elizabeth and Newark.

You can purchase North End Boy on 
Amazon or visit the book website at 
www.northendboy.com or scan the QR 
code with your smartphone or mobile 
device.

ST. BART'S PASTORAL COUNCIL

MEN'S CORNERSTONE RETREAT

MARCH 11TH and 12TH, 2022

WHAT IS CORNERSTONE?
Cornerstone is an opportunity to renew and strengthen your faith and grow 
in your experience as a Christian community. It is a retreat led by a team 
of parishioners from various backgrounds and ages who themselves have 

experienced an increased presence of Christ in their lives.

WHAT CAN I EXPECT CORNERSTONE TO BE LIKE?
It will begin Friday evening at 6pm and end on Saturday evening after Mass 
and dinner. There will be talks, followed by small group discussions, time 
for quiet personal reflection, Reconciliation and Eucharist. There will also 
be ample time to interact with others who are looking to grow spiritually.

WHO MAY PARTICIPATE?
Men of all ages are invited. In anticipation of a large response and limited 

space, please register early.

Scan the QR code for registration and for more information.
If you have any questions, please contact:

Michael Caramico at mjcjmc@aol.com
Liam Nobile at liamn71@yahoo.com

David Diken at dndiken@aol.com



SUNDAY, DECEMBER 26
9:00am Joseph Fantini
 req. by Lena Novello
 Ava Finnerty
 req. by Paul & Kathy Kobliska
10:30am Melida Otero
 req. by Louis Otero & Sons
 Pasquale Saliola
 req. by Marisa & Danny Ferrara
Noon Arthur Schiller
 req. by Eugene & Yolanda Schiller
 Frank Cerminaro
 req. by Loving Family
MONDAY, DECEMBER 27
No 6:30am mass  
8:30am Ace Greco
 req. by Jill & Michael Rebuth
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 28
6:30am People of the Parish
8:30am Michael Cirrito
 req. by Mom & Dad
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 29
6:30am Robert Reimers
 req. by Joyce Nobile
8:30am Mary Ellen Lieder (Living)
 req. by Leone Family
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 30
6:30am People of the Parish
8:30am Edward Haggerty
 req. by Haggerty Family 
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 31
6:30am Anne Marie Minelli
 req. by Eileen Carter
8:30am Judy Cantillo
 req. by the Parenti/Fela Family
5:00pm People of the Parish
SATURDAY, JANUARY 1
SOLEMNITY OF MARY, MOTHER OF GOD
9:00am Anna Giorgio
 req. by Dr. & Mrs. Nicholas Santoriello
5:00pm Daniels & Skutnik Families
 req. by Mary Jo Skutnik
 Thomas Romagnoli
 req. by Mauro & Judy & Family
SUNDAY, JANUARY 2
7:30am Marion Juelis
 req. by Linda & Larry Juelis
 Joan Ternyik
 req. by Tom & Mary Stachowiak
9:00am Camille & Rose Sigona
 req. by the Mital Family
 Franklin Bolletieri
 req. by the Pierson Family
10:30am Cheryl Noone
 req. by Laura, John & Jack Gallagher
 Alberto & Antonella Polidoni
 req. by Giovanni & Costanza Passucci
Noon June Wilson
 req. by the Monaco Family
 Biagio DiNoto
 req. by the Verducci Family

In the event of serious illness or hospitalization, the rectory 
should be notified. Visits to the sick and shut-ins are made 
by the priests, deacons and ministers of the Eucharist. It is 
not necessary for someone to be “gravely ill” to receive the 
Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick.

Please Note:
For privacy reasons and HIPAA regulations, names may only 
be added by members of the immediate family after they 
have received permission of the one who is sick.

Edilberto Agaton Jr.  Elizabeth Barker
Jacob Benedicto Francesca Cafolla 
Rina Conti Kathleen "Kay" Duff 
Tami Eddy Palmiro Ferraro 
Emma Lara Nadine Martinson 
Peter Morgan Andrea Muñoz 
James Pettit Kenneth Quigley 
Richard Quigley Patricia Uber 
Maureen Vincent   Dolores Waltsak 
Melinda Williams Franca Zingariello 
Joe Zingariello

Lord, hear our prayer.

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK

CELEBRATING THE SACRAMENTS

Baptisms are celebrated throughout the month on 
Saturdays and Sundays. First-time parents are required 
to complete Baptismal Preparation. Please register in 
advance by calling (908) 322-5192.

Confession is offered every Saturday at 4pm or call the 
rectory to schedule an appointment.

Archdiocesan policy requires that arrangements be 
made with a parish priest or deacon as soon as the 
engagement is announced. 

Reconciliation

Baptism

Marriage

The Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults introduces 
adults to the Catholic faith and tradition, as well 
as prepares adults for the sacraments of Baptism, 
Confirmation, and Eucharist, If you would like to 
learn more about becoming Catholic or receiving the 
sacraments at our parish, please contact Pat Krema: 
pkrema@stbartholomewchurch.org. We are happy 
to accompany you on your journey of faith and help 
answer any questions you may have!

RCIA: RECEIVING THE SACRAMENTS 
AND BECOMING CATHOLIC

Mass Intentions

WELCOMED HOME BY GOD
Our sympathy and prayers are extended to the families of

Karen Lang
Nancy DeCristofaro

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord.



St. Bartholomew's has partnered with Amazon Smile. 
Please remember that while you shop consider using 
smile.amazon.com. The Amazon Smile Foundation will 
donate 0.5% of the price of eligible purchases to our 
church. It's no additional cost to you! Choose St. Bar-
tholomew Church via this link: https://smile.amazon.
com and start shopping! Thank you for your support.

STEWARDSHIP of TREASURE | DEC 12, 2021

Thank you for your support!

Envelope Collection   $7,984
Faith Direct   $11,081
Total    $19,065
Archdiocesan Assessment  $3,830

PARISH OFFICE DIRECTORY

STEVEN SERAFIN
Pastoral Associate

sserafin@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 112
PAUL MILAN

Director of Liturgy & Music
pmilan@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 260

PATRICIA KREMA
Coordinator of Liturgy & Adult Faith Formation

pkrema@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 126
BRIANA QUIGLEY

Director of Communications
bquigley@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 130

CATHERINE ZIOBRO
Community Outreach Coordinator

cziobro@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 108
CARLA KELLY

Director of Confirmation
ckelly@stbartholomewchurch.org

JENNIFER RYAN
Director of Youth Ministry

yg@stbartholomewchurch.org
SANDRA CARROLL

Safe Environment Director
pgc@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 135

CINDY PITONZO
Business Manager

cpitonzo@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 129
KATHY KOBLISKA

Office Manager
kkobliska@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 100

DENNIS WEISS
Facilities Manager

dweiss@stbartholomewchurch.org
PAULETTE CORONATO | JOSEPH DILLON

Parish Trustees

If you are an individual, a couple or a family that is experi-
encing difficulties, there are counseling services available to 
you. All calls are confidential. Fees can be adjusted to one’s 
financial situation. Please note, that no one will be turned 
away for an inability to pay. Counselors available to you:

Barbara Stumm-Gray, Ed.S. | 908.232.0893
Joseph Ochs, LPC | 732.221.6673
Dina Brue, LCSW | 646.643.5345

Laura Otchy, MS, Ed.S. LPC | 973.580.5930

COUNSELING SERVICES AVAILABLE

MASS AVAILABLE ON TV & ONLINE!
For the home bound Parishioner, tune in on Sundays 
at 10am to watch Mass. Comcast channel 34 or Verizon 
channel 22. Watch the Mass livestream on our website and 
Facebook page on Saturdays at 5pm and Sundays at 9am.

Supporting Our Parish
Streamline your offertory and simplify your support for 
St. Bartholomew the Apostle as we continue serve our 
parishioners and those in need throughout the com-
munity. Now is a great time to make the switch to eGiv-
ing – you can sign up from your computer, smartphone 
or tablet, and set up a recurring donation or make a 
one-time gift. Sign up today by visiting faith.direct/
NJ844, or text ‘Enroll’ to 908-324-5627.Thank you for 
your continued support of our parish!

Available Services

EASY ONLINE GIVING WITH FAITH DIRECT

SUPPORT ST. BART'S 
WHEN YOU SHOP ON AMAZON!

Stay Connected!
FOLLOW US ON
SOCIAL MEDIA

for daily inspiration and 
all the latest parish news 
and updates!

908.322.5192
Email: contact@stbartholomewchurch.org

Web: www.stbartholomewchurch.org

ACADEMY OFFICE: 908.322.4265
admissions@stbacademy.org

RELIGIOUS ED OFFICE: 908.322.2359
religioused@stbartholomewchurch.org 

Office Hours:
Monday-Tuesday 8:30am-6:00pm

Wednesday-Friday: 8:30am-3:00pm

Saturday-Sunday: 9:00am-2:00pm

St. Bart Church

@stbartholomew_
church

JOIN OUR 
FLOCKNOTE

to receive our weekly 
newsletter & stay plugged 
in to all your favorite parish 
groups and ministries!

Scan the QR 
code or visit 
stbartschurch.
flocknote.com 
to join!

ST. BARTHOLOMEW STAFF


