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We, the Roman Catholic Community of 
St. Bartholomew the Apostle, are brought 
together by Jesus, as we recognize His 
presence among us in Word, Sacrament and 
each other. Through the grace of the Holy 
Spirit and the intercession of the Blessed 
Mother, we accept Jesus’ invitation to be His 
disciples by using our time, talent and treasure 
for the benefit of all. 

OUR PARISH MISSION

MASS SCHEDULE
SATURDAY, JANUARY 8
4:00pm Confessions
5:00pm Vigil Mass - Fr. Rose

SUNDAY, JANUARY 9
7:30am - Fr. Rose
9:00am - Msgr. Guenther
10:30am - Fr. Ortiz
NooN - Fr. Guenther



Encountering Christ changes us 
and leads us to light and life.

Today, our continued celebration of the Nativity of the Lord 
(that is, Christmas) reaches new heights as Jesus is revealed 
as a king, the Christ, and a ruler to shepherd the people. The 
arrival of the Magi follows the same motif of light versus dark-
ness found in the prophecy of Isaiah – that people will come 
from afar, following the light of a star, bringing their treasures 
and finding the greatest treasure lying in the manger at Beth-
lehem.

The Scriptures do not name these men, but tradition refers to 
them as Gaspar, Melchior, and Balthasar. They are not Jews, 
but Gentiles who come to pay homage to the newborn king 
of the Jews. They come to Jerusalem, attempting to locate 
this king. Their arrival shows us, as Saint Paul will later write, 
that the Gentiles are coheirs, members of the same body, and 
copartners in the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel.

Now, Herod believes himself to be the king of the Jews. Not 
Jewish by birth, he paid the Roman Senate to give him this 
title when he assumed the kingship in this occupied outpost of 
the Roman Empire. With paranoia, he has preciously guarded 
this title and the power that comes with it, going so far as to 
have a brother and a son put to death and sending one of his 
wives into exile. He will stop at nothing to locate this newborn 
child and eliminate the threat he poses to Herod’s throne.

Matthew doesn’t tell us whether the Magi show respect to 
Herod as a king. We don’t know if they curtsy or bow, only 
that they have an audience with him and depart. This stands in 
stark contrast to their audience with the Holy Family at Beth-
lehem, where they lie face down on the dirty floor of the barn, 
realizing they are in the presence of the Word Made Flesh. 
They offer their treasures – gold for his kingship, frankincense 
to honor Jesus’ priesthood. These gifts were exactly as Isaiah 
foretold. But it is the gift of myrrh that stands out in this scene. 
It is an ointment for a dead body, suggesting that the crib and 
the cross are cut from the same piece of wood.

This encounter, this epiphany, reveals the Messiah in the flesh, 
as a Savior for Jew and Gentile. The Magi do not follow Herod’s 
instruction to bring him word of Jesus’ location. Instead, they 
depart for their homeland by a different path, and their lives 
are forever changed. The encounter with the Christ sets them 
on a new road, one in which – tradition holds – they returned 
to their homes to proclaim the Good News of Christ’s birth.

The encounter with Christ is meant to change all of us, and 
place each of us on a new path – one that will lead us to light 
and life. As disciples who still seek him, we follow the light of a 
star, coming from afar, from every walk of life. We do not have 
gold and frankincense. What will we offer the Child Jesus? We 
offer him devotion and dedication, lives of faith, service to our 
fellow human beings, even our faults, failings, and fears. He 
came for all of it. He came for all of us.

Fr. John Paladino
FROM THE DESK OF

The word Epiphany means “manifesta-
tion” or “showing forth.” Historically sev-
eral moments in Christ’s early life and 
ministry have been celebrated as “epiph-
anies,” including his birth in Bethlehem, 
the visit of the Magi, his baptism by John, 
and his first miracle at Cana.

We know little about the Magi. They 
come from the East and journey to Beth-
lehem, following an astrological sign, so 
we believe them to be astrologers. We 
assume that there were three Magi based 
upon the naming of their three gifts. The 
Gospel does not say how many Magi 
paid homage to Jesus. In Matthew’s Gos-
pel, they represent the Gentiles’ search 
for a savior. Because the Magi represent 
the entire world, they also represent our 
search for Jesus.

We have come to consider the gifts they 
bring as a foreshadowing of Jesus’ role 
in salvation. We believe the meaning of 
the gifts to be Christological. Gold is 
presented as representative of Jesus’ 
kingship. Frankincense is a symbol of his 
divinity because priests burned the sub-
stance in the Temple. Myrrh, which was 
used to prepare the dead for burial, is of-
fered in anticipation of Jesus’ death.

The tradition of giving gifts at Christmas 
is thought by some to be rooted in the 
gift giving of the Magi. In many cultures, 
gifts are not exchanged at Christmas, 
but rather on the feast of the Epiphany. 
Whenever you exchange your Christ-
mas gifts, take some time to reflect on 
this tradition of gift giving at Christmas. 
Think of the best gift you have received. 
What was it? What made it special? Was 
it the gift itself, the thought that went 
into it, or the person who gave it to you?

The gifts of the Magi—gold, frankincense, 
and myrrh—have come to be understood 
as symbols of Christ’s royalty, divinity, 
and eventual suffering and death. They 
are special because in giving them, the 
Magi acknowledge who Jesus was to be: 
our Savior. We pray that we will acknowl-
edge Jesus as Savior in all that we do 
and say. 

from loyolapress.com



St. Bartholomew is starting a new Small Group Min-
istry in January and we want you there! Don’t miss 
out on this great opportunity to meet as a faith com-
munity with people exploring their faith just like you!

Why Small Groups?
Small groups are a great way to meet others in a safe 
environment to explore and challenge your faith. The 
groups are no larger than 10 people each, which pro-
vides the ability for everyone to share, relationships 
to form and faith to deepen.

When and where will we meet?
We will meet once a week beginning January 24 in a 
variety of ways, including in homes, at the Church and 
online. Each group will follow the same study guide 
and conclude the study with a large group meeting 
on the final week

How can I get involved?
Contact Elaine Coupe at kecoupe@veri-
zon.net with any questions and for more 
information on joining a group, or scan 
the QR code to sign up.

Kick Off: Thursday, January 13th, 7-9pm

at Darby Road Pub in Scotch Plains

Join us for our Kick-off event to enjoy a drink/appe-
tizer, meet your leader, and pick up a book! Hope to 
see you there!

This month's Coffee Social will be held
NEXT Weekend, January 9th, 8am-12pm

Come join us and meet your fellow parishioners! Parish 
Life is hosting a coffee social from 8am-12pm in the Cafe-
teria (go through the side doors in the Church and down 
the stairs - you'll find us! We will have assorted drinks 
including coffee, tea and hot chocolate, along with do-
nuts, bagels and more. There's a little something for ev-
eryone! Hope to see you there!

STAYING SAFE AND HEALTHY

Please remember that, per our recent announce-
ment and for the health and safety of all who en-
ter our doors, masks are required at all Masses at 
St. Bartholomew until further notice. Please read 
the statement below from Fr. John:

After careful consideration and prayerful dis-
cernment, the Parish Staff has decided to require 
masks for all parishioners attending Mass at St. 
Bartholomew’s, beginning on Christmas Eve. We 
believe this is the safe and responsible course of 
action given the growing resurgence of COVID 
and the Omicron variant. Unfortunately, COVID 
is spreading rapidly across the nation but partic-
ularly in the NY/NJ region. Even those who are 
vaccinated and boosted have been impacted. In 
fact, I am currently recovering myself from it.

These are very trying times for our communi-
ty and nation. But we believe it is a matter of 
Christian Charity to protect our fellow citizens 
and parishioners. We do not want our masses to 
become “super spreader” events nor return to 
completely virtual programming.

This mask requirement will be in place until fur-
ther notice. If you forget to bring a mask we will 
have them available on site.

Rest assured we are monitoring the situation 
and will lift the requirement as soon as it is safe 
doing so. We kindly ask for your patience and 
cooperation during this period and to pray for all 
those impacted by this virus.

Happy New Year!
From all of us at St. Bartholomew, we wish you 
and your family a wonderful, safe and happy 
New Year!

A PRAYER FOR THE NEW YEAR:

Gracious God,

As a new year begins, we place our trust in 
you. May the year to come bring us closer to 
recognizing our need to love and cherish one 
another.

May those in power understand the impor-
tance of cultivating peace and bringing an 
end to war and division.

May those who struggle with sickness, loss, 
poverty, and despair find light in the midst of 
their struggles and suffering.

And may we grow stronger in our desire to 
imitate the love and compassion of Jesus 
Christ, your Son, in whom our hope abides.

Amen.



FOR INFO, CONTACT JENNIFER RYAN
at yg@stbartholomewchurch.org

Congrats to Katie who ended 2021 with an Ugly 
Sweater Competition gift card prize.  The YG 
members had many laughs with the “runway 
walks” and the “white elephant” variant that we 
played. At the leader meeting, the “white ele-
phant” was more intense, but still generated a 
laugh out of everyone. Welcome to 2022! God 
knows the plans he has for you, and the YG is 
praying for health and happiness for all of you. 
If you are a local high school student, join us at 
our first meeting of 2022 on Sunday, January 
9th at 6pm.

A parishioner of St. Bartholomew’s, 
Kevin Brady, has written a book 
called North End Boy, a mem-
oir set in Elizabeth, N.J. Proceeds 
from book sales will be donated to 
St. Benedict’s in Newark, which is 
featured in the book.

North End Boy tells the story of seven friends 
coming of age in 1978 against a backdrop of ur-
ban crime, abandoned factories and political cor-
ruption. Over a thirty-six hour period, the young 
friends struggle to find their place in a changing 
city and a changing nation. One gets into the fam-
ily business. One moves out. One finds redemption 
in the Catholic Church. Another 
doesn’t.

An intensely local book, North 
End Boy is also a larger medi-
tation on post-war America, as 
seen through the eyes of a first 
generation American with immi-
grant sensibilities and working-
class roots. It is also a story of 
Catholic conversion and redemp-
tion that takes place on the gritty 
streets of Elizabeth and Newark.

You can purchase North End Boy on 
Amazon or visit the book website at 
www.northendboy.com or scan the QR 
code with your smartphone or mobile 
device.

MEN'S CORNERSTONE RETREAT

MARCH 11TH and 12TH, 2022

WHAT IS CORNERSTONE?
Cornerstone is an opportunity to renew and strengthen your faith and grow 
in your experience as a Christian community. It is a retreat led by a team 
of parishioners from various backgrounds and ages who themselves have 

experienced an increased presence of Christ in their lives.

WHAT CAN I EXPECT CORNERSTONE TO BE LIKE?
It will begin Friday evening at 6pm and end on Saturday evening after Mass 
and dinner. There will be talks, followed by small group discussions, time 
for quiet personal reflection, Reconciliation and Eucharist. There will also 
be ample time to interact with others who are looking to grow spiritually.

WHO MAY PARTICIPATE?
Men of all ages are invited. In anticipation of a large response and limited 

space, please register early.

Scan the QR code for registration and for more information.
If you have any questions, please contact:

Michael Caramico at mjcjmc@aol.com
Liam Nobile at liamn71@yahoo.com

David Diken at dndiken@aol.com



SUNDAY, JANUARY 2
7:30am Marion Juelis
 req. by Linda & Larry Juelis
 Joan Ternyik
 req. by Tom & Mary Stachowiak
9:00am Camille & Rose Sigona
 req. by the Mital Family
 Franklin Bolletieri
 req. by the Pierson Family
10:30am Cheryl Noone
 req. by Laura, John & Jack Gallagher
 Alberto & Antonella Polidoni
 req. by Giovanni & Costanza Passucci
Noon June Wilson
 req. by the Monaco Family
 Biagio DiNoto
 req. by the Verducci Family
MONDAY, JANUARY 3
6:30am  John LaCugna
 Mike Fiore
8:30am Carol Rachko
 req. by Steve & Marianne Luongo
TUESDAY, JANUARY 4
6:30am Annie Niemec
 req. by the Nobile Family
8:30am Peter Delohery
 req. by Ann Rogalin
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 5
6:30am Gloria Mansfield
 req. by the Ditchko Family
8:30am Charles S. Mondelli
 req. by Sharon & Richard Pryor
THURSDAY, JANUARY 6
6:30am Mary DiSando
 req. by the Koch Family
8:30am Al Fantini
 req. by Lee & Joanna Fantini 
FRIDAY, JANUARY 7
6:30am Daniel Nutney
 req. by the Nobile Family
8:30am Angela DiNardo
 req. by Joanne & Carlo DiNizo
SATURDAY, JANUARY 8
9:00am William Kovalcik, Jr.
 req. by JoAnn & Jack Kovalcik
 Nancy Otchy
 req. by Tom Otchy
5:00pm Fr. David Santos (Living) 
 req. by Parishioners
 Bill Lawrence
 req. by cousin Guido & Barbara
SUNDAY, JANUARY 9
7:30am Jean DeTore
 req. by Barbara Riepe
 Tom Lilly
 req. by the LaCosta Family
9:00am Geraldine & Anthony Galantino
 req. by Jean & Tom McCarthy
 Peter & Lucy Capranola
 req. by Maria Novello & Family
10:30am Christopher Martaulis
 req. by Meredith & Matthew Ince
 Alphonse Fantini
 req. by Maria & Peter DiNizo
Noon Biagio DiNoto
 req. by the Skara Family
 Barbara Jean Faccone
 req. by Eleanor Percival
 Antimo Guardascione (1st Anniversary)
 req. by Giuseppina Guardascione
4:00pm Janice Barton
 req. by Billy & Maryann Degnan

In the event of serious illness or hospitalization, the rectory 
should be notified. Visits to the sick and shut-ins are made 
by the priests, deacons and ministers of the Eucharist. It is 
not necessary for someone to be “gravely ill” to receive the 
Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick.

Please Note:
For privacy reasons and HIPAA regulations, names may only 
be added by members of the immediate family after they 
have received permission of the one who is sick.

Edilberto Agaton Jr.  Elizabeth Barker
Jacob Benedicto Francesca Cafolla 
Rina Conti Kathleen "Kay" Duff 
Tami Eddy Palmiro Ferraro 
Emma Lara Nadine Martinson 
Peter Morgan Andrea Muñoz 
James Pettit Richard Quigley 
Patricia Uber Maureen Vincent   
Dolores Waltsak Melinda Williams 
Franca Zingariello Joe Zingariello

Lord, hear our prayer.

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK

CELEBRATING THE SACRAMENTS

Baptisms are celebrated throughout the month on 
Saturdays and Sundays. First-time parents are required 
to complete Baptismal Preparation. Please register in 
advance by calling (908) 322-5192.

Confession is offered every Saturday at 4pm or call the 
rectory to schedule an appointment.

Archdiocesan policy requires that arrangements be 
made with a parish priest or deacon as soon as the 
engagement is announced. 

Reconciliation

Baptism

Marriage

The Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults introduces 
adults to the Catholic faith and tradition, as well 
as prepares adults for the sacraments of Baptism, 
Confirmation, and Eucharist, If you would like to 
learn more about becoming Catholic or receiving the 
sacraments at our parish, please contact Pat Krema: 
pkrema@stbartholomewchurch.org. We are happy 
to accompany you on your journey of faith and help 
answer any questions you may have!

RCIA: RECEIVING THE SACRAMENTS 
AND BECOMING CATHOLIC

Mass Intentions



St. Bartholomew's has partnered with Amazon Smile. 
Please remember that while you shop consider using 
smile.amazon.com. The Amazon Smile Foundation will 
donate 0.5% of the price of eligible purchases to our 
church. It's no additional cost to you! Choose St. Bar-
tholomew Church via this link: https://smile.amazon.
com and start shopping! Thank you for your support.

STEWARDSHIP of TREASURE | DEC 19, 2021

Thank you for your support!

Envelope Collection   $7,032
Faith Direct   $11,081
Total    $18,113

PARISH OFFICE DIRECTORY

STEVEN SERAFIN
Pastoral Associate

sserafin@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 112
PAUL MILAN

Director of Liturgy & Music
pmilan@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 260

PATRICIA KREMA
Coordinator of Liturgy & Adult Faith Formation

pkrema@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 126
BRIANA QUIGLEY

Director of Communications
bquigley@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 130

CATHERINE ZIOBRO
Community Outreach Coordinator

cziobro@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 108
CARLA KELLY

Director of Confirmation
ckelly@stbartholomewchurch.org

JENNIFER RYAN
Director of Youth Ministry

yg@stbartholomewchurch.org
SANDRA CARROLL

Safe Environment Director
pgc@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 135

CINDY PITONZO
Business Manager

cpitonzo@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 129
KATHY KOBLISKA

Office Manager
kkobliska@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 100

DENNIS WEISS
Facilities Manager

dweiss@stbartholomewchurch.org
PAULETTE CORONATO | JOSEPH DILLON

Parish Trustees

If you are an individual, a couple or a family that is experi-
encing difficulties, there are counseling services available to 
you. All calls are confidential. Fees can be adjusted to one’s 
financial situation. Please note, that no one will be turned 
away for an inability to pay. Counselors available to you:

Barbara Stumm-Gray, Ed.S. | 908.232.0893
Joseph Ochs, LPC | 732.221.6673
Dina Brue, LCSW | 646.643.5345

Laura Otchy, MS, Ed.S. LPC | 973.580.5930

COUNSELING SERVICES AVAILABLE

MASS AVAILABLE ON TV & ONLINE!
For the home bound Parishioner, tune in on Sundays 
at 10am to watch Mass. Comcast channel 34 or Verizon 
channel 22. Watch the Mass livestream on our website and 
Facebook page on Saturdays at 5pm and Sundays at 9am.

Supporting Our Parish
Streamline your offertory and simplify your support for 
St. Bartholomew the Apostle as we continue serve our 
parishioners and those in need throughout the com-
munity. Now is a great time to make the switch to eGiv-
ing – you can sign up from your computer, smartphone 
or tablet, and set up a recurring donation or make a 
one-time gift. Sign up today by visiting faith.direct/
NJ844, or text ‘Enroll’ to 908-324-5627.Thank you for 
your continued support of our parish!

Available Services

EASY ONLINE GIVING WITH FAITH DIRECT

SUPPORT ST. BART'S 
WHEN YOU SHOP ON AMAZON!

Stay Connected!
FOLLOW US ON
SOCIAL MEDIA

for daily inspiration and 
all the latest parish news 
and updates!

908.322.5192
Email: contact@stbartholomewchurch.org

Web: www.stbartholomewchurch.org

ACADEMY OFFICE: 908.322.4265
admissions@stbacademy.org

RELIGIOUS ED OFFICE: 908.322.2359
religioused@stbartholomewchurch.org 

Office Hours:
Monday-Tuesday 8:30am-6:00pm

Wednesday-Friday: 8:30am-3:00pm

Saturday-Sunday: 9:00am-2:00pm

St. Bart Church

@stbartholomew_
church

JOIN OUR 
FLOCKNOTE

to receive our weekly 
newsletter & stay plugged 
in to all your favorite parish 
groups and ministries!

Scan the QR 
code or visit 
stbartschurch.
flocknote.com 
to join!

ST. BARTHOLOMEW STAFF


