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We, the Roman Catholic Community of 
St. Bartholomew the Apostle, are brought 
together by Jesus, as we recognize His 
presence among us in Word, Sacrament and 
each other. Through the grace of the Holy 
Spirit and the intercession of the Blessed 
Mother, we accept Jesus’ invitation to be His 
disciples by using our time, talent and treasure 
for the benefit of all. 

OUR PARISH MISSION

MASS SCHEDULE
SATURDAY, JANUARY 22
4:00pm Confessions
5:00pm Vigil Mass - Fr. Rose

SUNDAY, JANUARY 23
7:30am - Msgr. Guenther
9:00am - Fr. Rose
10:30am - Fr. Rose
NooN - Msgr. Guenther
4:00pm - Fr. Rose



Encountering Christ changes us and leads us to light and life.

Fr. John PaladinoFROM THE DESK OF

The context of the first reading today from the prophet Isaiah is the Israelites living once again 
in the land of Judah after having been in exile. Life is harsh, the economic situation is bad, and 
pagan rituals are very tempting. The leadership’s task at hand was to rebuild the once-great city, 
and the immensity of work and effort seemed daunting – near impossible. They were losing inter-
est. They were losing hope. They were losing any motivation to enter back into right worship of 
God.

So Isaiah’s words are really a rallying cry. The prophet Isaiah will not be silent. He will not be quiet. 
Why? Isaiah understands the importance of not only the city itself, but most importantly, the 
temple. For Jews, the temple was the pinnacle of right worship. It was the place where heaven 
met earth – the divine met humanity. God chose the Jewish people and he chose to dwell among 
them.

Everything we read in the Old Testament points us to Jesus Christ. In Jesus, the divine meets the 
human: The Word became flesh and dwelt among us (John 1:14). In the Son, God the Father com-
municates the depth and the abundance of his love for his chosen people – you and me.

In today’s Gospel, we see Jesus as he performs his first miracle while at the wedding in Cana. This 
is important because it communicates to us the Father’s intention. He intends, in a certain sense, 
to marry himself to his creation. He intends to bring us back into right relationship with him. As 
Isaiah prophesied, God would once again delight in his people, rejoicing in us as a bridegroom 
does his bride. Where once there was desolation, there would now be fruitfulness. From water 
would come the best wine.

Like the Jewish people who saw what seemed to be a hopeless situation, oftentimes we can see 
our circumstances from that same perspective. Our readings today, however, remind us that we 
have a God who delights in each one of us. We have a God who longs to marry us to himself so 
as to breathe his divine life into us to make us new and whole. Like Isaiah, let us never be silent. 
Rather, let us acknowledge God’s effort and action in our lives and proclaim his marvelous deeds 
to all the nations.

Ever wanted to explore or start reading the Bible, but not sure where to 
start? Looking for a way to rejuvenate your spiritual life this new year? St. 
Bartholomew's encourages everyone to sign up for the Bible in a Year 
Podcast with Fr. Mike Schmitz. Episodes are about 20-30 minutes a day 
(perfect for listening in the car, while doing daily chores, or getting ready 
for the day!) featuring a couple of bible passages followed by an engag-
ing reflection by Fr. Mike Schmitz guiding listeners through what was just 
read. You can access the podcast through the Hallow App, on Spotify or 
Apple podcasts, or on Youtube.  

We would also like to hold some in-person and virtual 
check-ins throughout the year with all those journeying 
through the Bible in a Year. This intentional community 
will further help break open the scriptures and help us 
stay connected throughout the year. Scan the QR code 
with your smartphone to answer a survey if you are inter-
ested in participating or learning more!

JOIN US ON THE BIBLE IN A YEAR JOURNEY



LAST CHANCE TO JOIN A GROUP! Don't miss out 
on this great opportunity to meet ant connect with 
people exploring their faith just like you!

Why Small Groups?
Small groups are a great way to meet others in a safe 
environment to explore and challenge your faith. The 
groups are no larger than 10 people each, which pro-
vides the ability for everyone to share, relationships 
to form and faith to deepen.

When and where will we meet?
We will meet once a week beginning January 24th. 
To start out, all groups will meet virtually. Going for-
ward, we hope to be able to meet in a variety of ways, 
including in homes, at the Church and online. Each 
group will follow the same study guide and conclude 
the study with a large group meeting on the final 
week. Check the Connect Small Groups page on our 
website for more information on each of the groups 
that are offered and to learn more about our leaders.

How can I get involved?
Contact Elaine Coupe at kecoupe@veri-
zon.net with any questions and for more 
information on joining a group, or scan the 
QR code to sign up.

Catholic Schools Week is just a few weeks away. 
What better way to celebrate and get to know 
the school than hearing why some of our teach-
ers love teaching at St. Bartholomew Academy!

Mary Schoendorf, Middle School English teach-
er

I have had the pleasure of being a teacher at 
SBA for over 25 years. The satisfaction of min-
istering as a catholic school educator has im-
measurably enriched my life. The students that 
have passed through the halls that come back to 
say “Thank you,” the parents who express such a 
grateful heart, and the joys of lasting friendships 
are treasured moments in my life. I feel blessed 
each and every day that I was given the oppor-
tunity to not only teach, but share a faith experi-
ence with children.

Maria Stetin, Third Grade teacher

SBA is a warm and welcoming place to work. 
The community of teachers and staff has creat-
ed a safe and nurturing learning environment for 
the many students that attend our school. I love 
that I am able to pray and share my faith with 
my students every day. I enjoy the wonderful 
families that I have had the pleasure of partner-
ing with over the years. Most of all, I am blessed 
to have spent my days with so many amazing 
students who have come through the doors of 
my classroom over the years. I hope that I have 
instilled in them a love of learning, the gift of 
strong faith and that they know what a blessing 
they are to me.

Susan D’Apuzzo, PreK-3 teacher 

As the Pre K 3 teacher, I feel blessed to welcome 
new students and families into our SBA family. 
It is such a joy to see our children strengthen 
their faith, academic abilities, and friendships 
throughout the years. I love seeing my former 
students in the hallways, and out in the com-
munity! At SBA we form a connection that will 
hopefully last a lifetime!

Join us for our Open House!
Sunday, January 30th 11:45am - 3:00pm

Sign up for a tour on our 
website: stbacademy.org, or 
scan the QR code with your 
mobile device to register!

OPEN POSITIONS AT THE ACADEMY

GETTING READY FOR
CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK

Preschool Aide - Part-time Position
8:30-3:00pm daily.  Assist pre-K 4 teacher with chil-
dren in the classroom setting

After Care Teacher - Part-Time Position
3:00-6:00pm daily.  Assist lead teacher with caring for 
students in grades prek-6 after school hours

Gym Teacher - Part Time Position
Thursday and Friday 8am-3pm

ALL POSITIONS: Must pass NJDOE criminal back-
ground check and obtain Protecting God's Children 
Certificate. These positions require standing, stairs 
and playing with children.

Send resume to: Kim Harrigan, Principal
at sbaprincipal@stbacademy.org



FOR INFO, CONTACT JENNIFER RYAN
at yg@stbartholomewchurch.org

Youth Group began the new year with an online 
meeting. The message from a New Year’s Day ser-
mon in Ireland was used to remind the members 
how important it is to allow ourselves to experi-
ence God in our everyday lives.  Breakout rooms 
served as a great opportunity for each of us to 
share our biggest challenge to accomplishing this. 
Of course, we came together for our own game of 
“Box of Lies”. It was fun to see who has the worst 
“poker face”.  The group opted for another online 
gathering over the long weekend; Sunday, Janu-
ary 16th, 6-7pm. If you are a local high school stu-
dent and want to join us, please reach out to the 
Youth Minister.

WHAT IS CORNERSTONE?
Cornerstone is an opportunity to renew and 
strengthen your faith and grow in your experience 
as a Christian community. It is a retreat led by a 
team of parishioners from various backgrounds 
and ages who themselves have experienced an 

increased presence of Christ in their lives.

WHY SHOULD I ATTEND CORNERSTONE?
You will have a unique opportunity to meet other 
men of the parish and together listen, reflect, 
and share real life experiences.  Taking the time 
to retreat from daily routine and stress is both a 

necessary and rewarding experience.

WHAT CAN I EXPECT CORNERSTONE
TO BE LIKE?

It will begin Friday evening at 6pm and end on 
Saturday evening after Mass and dinner. This 
year's retreat will not be a sleepover, as it has 
been in the past. We will be following all CDC 
recommendations to ensure everyone's safety. 
There will be talks, followed by small group 
discussions, time for quiet personal reflection, 
Reconciliation and Eucharist. There will also 
be ample time to interact with others who are 

looking to grow spiritually.

WHY THE NAME "CORNERSTONE"?

The word “Cornerstone” describes Christ as 
the main foundation (“the cornerstone”) of our 
lives.  His presence within us allows us to live, 
grow, and become more loving and vibrant 

people of God.

WHO MAY PARTICIPATE?
Men of all ages are invited. In anticipation of a 
large response and limited space, please register 

early.

Scan the QR code here with your 
mobile device for registration and 
for more information. Info is also 
available on our website on the 
Cornerstone Retreats page. If you 

have any further questions, please contact:

Michael Caramico at mjcjmc@aol.com
Liam Nobile at liamn71@yahoo.com

David Diken at dndiken@aol.com

MEN'S CORNERSTONE 
RETREAT

March 11TH and 12TH 2022

Day of Prayer for the Legal Protection
of Unborn Children - January 22, 2022

For it was you who formed my inward parts;
you knit me together in my mother’s womb.

I praise you, for I am fearfully
and wonderfully made.

Wonderful are your works; 
that I know very well.

– Psalm 139

God our Creator, we give thanks to you, who alone 
have the power to impart the breath of life as you 
form each of us in our mother's womb; grant that we, 
whom you have made stewards of creation, may re-
main faithful to this sacred trust and constant in safe-
guarding the dignity of every human life. Amen.



SUNDAY, JANUARY 16
7:30am Christina Bruder
 req. by Bob & Maureen LaCosta
 Anne Shea
 req. by Maryann & Billy Degnan
9:00am Biagio DiNoto
 req. by the Martucci Family
 Lucy DiFrancesco 
 req. by Loving Family
10:30am Joseph Tufaro
 req. by Scott & Rosemarie Lamperti & Family
 George Sydor
 req. by Loving Friends, Loretta & John Screefon
Noon Josephine Macchia
 req. by Joanne Coons-Kosloff & Lorraine Coons
 Joseph Fantini
 req. by Angela & Nick Del Negro
MONDAY, JANUARY 17
6:30am  No 6:30am Mass
8:30am Maria DiIorio
 req. by Ben & Linda DeIorio
TUESDAY, JANUARY 18
6:30am Corrine Hickey
 req. by Pablo & Claire Streb
8:30am Exequiel Leynes, Jr.
 req. by the Skara Family
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 19
6:30am Special Intention (Living)
 req. by Sandra Novello
8:30am Bohdan B Wasiczko
 req. by the Koch Family
THURSDAY, JANUARY 20
6:30am Special Intention (Living)
 req. by Krystyna
8:30am JoAnn Nolan
 req. by the Koch Family 
FRIDAY, JANUARY 21
6:30am Corrine Hickey
 req. by Ellen Basil
8:30am Arthur W. Galiardo
 req. by Joe Flammia
SATURDAY, JANUARY 22
8:30am Frances Pitonzo
 req. by JoAnn & Jack Kovalcik
5:00pm Thomas Breznitsky
 req. by Paul & Kathy Kobliska & Family
 Jeanette & Arthur Paladino
 req. by son, John
SUNDAY, JANUARY 23
7:30am Susan Thompson
 req. by Madeline & Tom Rutkowski
 Janice Barton
 req. by Jean & Yolanda Schiller
9:00am Henry V. Keck
 req. by Andrew & Kathleen MacDonald
 Frances Pitonzo
 req. by Keith & Joanne Guarnuccio
10:30am John Laezza, Jr.
 req. by Paul & Kathy Kobliska
 Christopher Martowlis
 req. by Judy & Tom Spera
Noon Joseph Magrino
 req. by Cathy Hirschorn
 Rosa & Vincent Fantini
 req. by Angela & Nick Del Negro

Mass Intentions

SPECIAL INTENTIONS:
 Sanctuary Lamp & Bread and Wine
 In Remembrance of Fr. Michael Cogliani
 req. by the Ditchko & Cullen Families

In the event of serious illness or hospitalization, the rectory 
should be notified. Visits to the sick and shut-ins are made 
by the priests, deacons and ministers of the Eucharist. It is 
not necessary for someone to be “gravely ill” to receive the 
Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick.

Please Note:
For privacy reasons and HIPAA regulations, names may only 
be added by members of the immediate family after they 
have received permission of the one who is sick.

Edilberto Agaton Jr.  Elizabeth Barker
Jacob Benedicto Francesca Cafolla 
Rina Conti Kathleen "Kay" Duff 
Tami Eddy Palmiro Ferraro 
Emma Lara Nadine Martinson 
Peter Morgan Andrea Muñoz 
James Pettit Richard Quigley 
Patricia Uber Maureen Vincent   
Dolores Waltsak Melinda Williams 
Franca Zingariello Joe Zingariello

Lord, hear our prayer.

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK

CELEBRATING THE SACRAMENTS

Baptisms are celebrated throughout the month on 
Saturdays and Sundays. First-time parents are required 
to complete Baptismal Preparation. Please register in 
advance by calling (908) 322-5192.

Confession is offered every Saturday at 4pm or call the 
rectory to schedule an appointment.

Archdiocesan policy requires that arrangements be 
made with a parish priest or deacon as soon as the 
engagement is announced. 

Reconciliation

Baptism

Marriage

The Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults introduces 
adults to the Catholic faith and tradition, as well 
as prepares adults for the sacraments of Baptism, 
Confirmation, and Eucharist, If you would like to 
learn more about becoming Catholic or receiving the 
sacraments at our parish, please contact Pat Krema: 
pkrema@stbartholomewchurch.org. We are happy 
to accompany you on your journey of faith and help 
answer any questions you may have!

RCIA: RECEIVING THE SACRAMENTS 
AND BECOMING CATHOLIC

WELCOMED HOME BY GOD
Our sympathy and prayers are extended to the family of

Gary Stiffler

Eternal rest grant unto him O Lord, and let perpetual light 
shine upon him. May the souls of all the faithfully departed, 
through the mercy of God, rest in peace.



St. Bartholomew's has partnered with Amazon Smile. 
Please remember that while you shop consider using 
smile.amazon.com. The Amazon Smile Foundation will 
donate 0.5% of the price of eligible purchases to our 
church. It's no additional cost to you! Choose St. Bar-
tholomew Church via this link: https://smile.amazon.
com and start shopping! Thank you for your support.

STEWARDSHIP of TREASURE | JAN 9, 2022

Christmas 2022   $108,459
Christmas 2021   $119,643
Deficit    $11,184

January 9th bulletin numbers not available at the 
time of publication.
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PAULETTE CORONATO | JOSEPH DILLON

Parish Trustees

If you are an individual, a couple or a family that is experi-
encing difficulties, there are counseling services available to 
you. All calls are confidential. Fees can be adjusted to one’s 
financial situation. Please note, that no one will be turned 
away for an inability to pay. Counselors available to you:

Barbara Stumm-Gray, Ed.S. | 908.232.0893
Joseph Ochs, LPC | 732.221.6673
Dina Brue, LCSW | 646.643.5345

Laura Otchy, MS, Ed.S. LPC | 973.580.5930

COUNSELING SERVICES AVAILABLE

MASS AVAILABLE ON TV & ONLINE!
For the home bound Parishioner, tune in on Sundays 
at 10am to watch Mass. Comcast channel 34 or Verizon 
channel 22. Watch the Mass livestream on our website and 
Facebook page on Saturdays at 5pm and Sundays at 9am.

Supporting Our Parish
Streamline your offertory and simplify your support for 
St. Bartholomew the Apostle as we continue serve our 
parishioners and those in need throughout the com-
munity. Now is a great time to make the switch to eGiv-
ing – you can sign up from your computer, smartphone 
or tablet, and set up a recurring donation or make a 
one-time gift. Sign up today by visiting faith.direct/
NJ844, or text ‘Enroll’ to 908-324-5627.Thank you for 
your continued support of our parish!

Available Services

EASY ONLINE GIVING WITH FAITH DIRECT

SUPPORT ST. BART'S 
WHEN YOU SHOP ON AMAZON!

Stay Connected!
FOLLOW US ON
SOCIAL MEDIA

for daily inspiration and 
all the latest parish news 
and updates!

908.322.5192
Email: contact@stbartholomewchurch.org

Web: www.stbartholomewchurch.org

ACADEMY OFFICE: 
PRINCIPAL KIM HARRIGAN 

908.322.4265
admissions@stbacademy.org

RELIGIOUS ED OFFICE: 908.322.2359
religioused@stbartholomewchurch.org 

Office Hours:
Monday-Tuesday 8:30am-6:00pm

Wednesday-Friday: 8:30am-3:00pm

Saturday-Sunday: 9:00am-2:00pm

St. Bart Church

@stbartholomew_
church

JOIN OUR 
FLOCKNOTE

to receive our weekly 
newsletter & stay plugged 
in to all your favorite parish 
groups and ministries!

Scan the QR 
code or visit 
stbartschurch.
flocknote.com 
to join!

ST. BARTHOLOMEW STAFF


