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We, the Roman Catholic Community of 
St. Bartholomew the Apostle, are brought 
together by Jesus, as we recognize His 
presence among us in Word, Sacrament and 
each other. Through the grace of the Holy 
Spirit and the intercession of the Blessed 
Mother, we accept Jesus’ invitation to be His 
disciples by using our time, talent and treasure 
for the benefit of all. 

OUR PARISH MISSION

MASS SCHEDULE
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 5
4:00pm Confessions
5:00pm Vigil Mass - Fr. Rose

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 6
7:30am - Fr. Rose
9:00am - Fr. Ortiz
10:30am - Msgr. Guenther
NooN - Msgr. Guenther



Love never fails.

Fr. John PaladinoFROM THE DESK OF

Anyone who has been to a Catholic wedding has likely heard today’s second reading there. It is chosen, and 
appropriate, not just for its relevance to the couple about to embark on a sacramental life together, but for 
what it reveals about God – that God is love. Love is not just a sentiment, but an action. Therefore, when pa-
tience and kindness are extended; when one bears, hopes, believes, and endures all things; and when one is 
not pompous, or jealous, or rude … that is love. Anything else is not love. Saint Paul is not just “defining the 
love” that comes from God, he is confirming that all things good derive from love, and that authentic love 
produces goodness. This enduring reality of love is revealed in who God is for us, for no matter what we have 
done to and against him throughout our human history, he has never failed to love us.

One of the messages that can be gleaned from our Gospel today is similar to Paul’s. The setting of today’s 
passage is Jesus helping people in the synagogue understand how some of the old prophecies refer to him. 
Yet they find it difficult to believe that this poor, obscure, son of a carpenter could possibly be the one who 
is fulfilling this prophecy from Isaiah. Their familiarity with Jesus makes it particularly challenging for them to 
see him as more than simply a charismatic teacher. They want Jesus to work some miracles to prove he is who 
he claims to be.

Rather than working miracles, Jesus scandalizes them by suggesting that his saving ministry is not only for the 
Jewish people. Once Jesus insists that the love of God is large enough to save even the Gentiles, this draws 
anger and rejection from his hometown community. The fact that he would suggest that God would have love 
and mercy for unclean outsiders is too much for the people to accept. Their admiration of Jesus turns to indig-
nation very quickly. How could this possibly be the Anointed One if he suggests such shocking things?

Jesus is revealing a fuller and better understanding of God’s love. God is so loving and merciful that even those 
who began as his enemies could be brought into his friendship. Jesus’ mission was to make the way to heaven 
so that anyone who repents and believes in him could find the path home. Jesus would save Samaritans, Ro-
mans, and many other people that the Jewish crowd would view as enemies. This notion of God’s love was so 
generous that the people were scandalized by its depth and scope.

It is not hard to be challenged by the scope and depth of God’s love, and what that demands from us in return. 
It is difficult for us to truly grasp how the love of God can be so vast. We may even, at times, doubt that the 
Lord can truly love and forgive us, since we know the depths of our own sinfulness. Jesus rejects any limits on 
God’s love, and Paul gives us words of great hope: Love never fails. We can know this only partially, for we see 
indistinctly, as Paul says. But through Christ we get a glimpse of what we, one day, will know fully. For faith, 
hope, and love remain – and the greatest is love.

The Annual Appeal funds essential programs and min-
istries at the heart of our Catholic mission in our four 
counties – namely to proclaim the gospel, to pass on the 
faith to future generations, particularly through the cel-
ebration of the sacraments, and to care for the poor and 
those on the margins.

Visit rcan.org/areas-support to see a full 
breakdown of the ministries that will be 
supported through this campaign. Scan 
the QR code to give online. Thank you 
for prayerfully considering supporting 
this year's Appeal!



As Catholic School’s Week draws near, our 
school community focuses and reflects on why 
we teach at a Catholic School. Often, teachers 
say it is “because of the children, they’re great.” 
or “because I love working with the parents and 
kids.” And we do! But at our last faculty meeting 
one answer caught my attention. A teacher re-
plied, “I feel that I answer to a higher calling and 
I don’t have to be afraid to share my faith with 
my students.” Indeed, we do answer to a higher 
calling, we are guided by God!

When teachers, administration, and staff accept 
a position at St. Bartholomew Academy, they 
clearly understand what their commitment is: 
to integrate religious values into their students’ 
lives, not only by curriculum development, but 
by the presence of teachers who express an in-
tegrated approach of learning and living in their 
private and professional lives. Our school is 
called to be a community of living faith. It takes 
parents, teachers, administration, and students 
to form this community. We recognize that par-
ents are the first to educate and communicate 
faith to their children and Catholic school com-
munities help parents fulfill that duty.

Our teachers instill self-discipline and students 
take responsibility for their actions, make good 
decisions, and mature into Christ-like people 
who will then go out into their surrounding com-
munity having reverence for the human dignity 
of every person while seeing Christ in themselves 
and others. We need this in our world now more 
than ever!

Being a Catholic school educator is a calling. We 
serve our students, their families, and each other 
in an effort to keep Catholic education thriving 
so that all can witness its value. I can attest to 
this because I have been a proud Catholic edu-
cator for over 30 years who attended Catholic 
school from grammar school through college. I 
also chose a Catholic education for my own two 
boys from grammar school through high school. 
God willing, they will be able to pass down this 
legacy to their own children

Come and see what our school community at 
St. Bartholomew Academy can offer you. Our 
mission of encouraging children to strive for 
their maximum academic potential and spiritual 
growth is evident and thriving!

We look forward to meeting you!

Ms. Kimberly Harrigan, Principal

CATHOLIC EDUCATORS
MAKE A DIFFERENCE

This is for everyone who's
exhausted and burned out...

This is for everyone who's struggled through the 
past couple years and just needs a little time and 
space for rest. Come join us for an evening of 
peace, prayer, and renewal - no preparation or pre-
vious experience needed, and no strings attached! 
Gather with us in person or spiritually - the service 
will be livestreamed on our website and Facebook. 

SAVE THE DATE - March 4th, 2022
14th Annual Fish Fry (Drive Thru Style)

Dinner served 5:30pm until 7:30pm
More information to follow in the coming 

weeks!

We are always looking for enthusiastic 
parishioners to join our team! If you would 
like to help and and be a part of the Fish Fry 
Committee, please contact Rich DeBonis at 
richdebonis@verizon.net or (908) 346-3602.



FOR INFO, CONTACT JENNIFER RYAN
at yg@stbartholomewchurch.org

Our first couple of meetings this year, plus our 
weekly leader meetings, were virtual.  We also 
had an online gathering that included the high 
school seniors with many of our college fresh-
man and sophomore alumni.  Par for our course, 
we encourage peer interaction and guidance on 
faith and being a young adult in the world to-
day. The college students offered stories and ad-
vice on a range of topics including how to find 
school/life balance, time management, room-
mate controversy, practicing their faith, and how 
to manage loneliness and meet other people. Of 
course, all these virtual gatherings made for an 
extra special in-person gathering last weekend. 
Our young adults spent time decorating socks, 
to be donated, with words of encouragement. 
Praying together and playing a slideshow game 
of guessing the movie from a poorly described 
plot theme added to the enjoyment of the night. 
If you interested in learning more about our YG 
activities, please reach out to the Youth Minister.

WHAT IS CORNERSTONE?
Cornerstone is an opportunity to renew and 
strengthen your faith and grow in your experience 
as a Christian community. It is a retreat led by a 
team of parishioners from various backgrounds 
and ages who themselves have experienced an 

increased presence of Christ in their lives.

WHAT CAN I EXPECT CORNERSTONE
TO BE LIKE?

It will begin Friday evening at 6pm and end on 
Saturday evening after Mass and dinner. This 
year's retreat will not be a sleepover, as it has 
been in the past. We will be following all CDC 
recommendations to ensure everyone's safety. 
There will be talks, followed by small group 
discussions, time for quiet personal reflection, 
Reconciliation and Eucharist. There will also 
be ample time to interact with others who are 

looking to grow spiritually.

Scan the QR code here with your mobile 
device for registration and for 
more information. Info is also 
available on our website on the 
Cornerstone Retreats page. If 
you have any further questions, 

please contact:

Michael Caramico at mjcjmc98@aol.com
Liam Nobile at liamn71@yahoo.com

David Diken at dndiken@aol.com

MEN'S CORNERSTONE
March 11TH and 12TH 2022

Join us after Mass next Sunday, February 6th
for food and fellowship!

Come join us and meet your fellow parishioners! Par-
ish Life is hosting a coffee social next Sunday from 
8am-12pm in the Cafeteria (go through the side doors 
in the Church and down the stairs - you'll find us! We 
will have assorted drinks including coffee, tea and 
hot chocolate, along with donuts, bagels and more. 
There's a little something for everyone! Hope to see 
you there!



SUNDAY, JANUARY 30
7:30am Philip Del Negro
 req. by Nick & Angela Del Negro & Family
 Carmela Belfiore
 req. by the Bianco Family
9:00am The Guiseppe Family
 req. by Rocco & Maria DiFrancesco
 Carol Rachko
 req. by Deacon Bob & Joanne Gurske
10:30am James Polon
 req. by Rose Cerminaro & Family
 Alfonso Fantini
 req. by Angelo & Laura Appezzato
Noon Angela DiNardo
 req. by Giovanni & Costanza Passucci
 Paolo Patti
 req. by Tony, Pauline, Giulia & Alessandra
MONDAY, JANUARY 31
6:30am  James Jones
 req. by the Baglien Family
8:30am Frank Ferlazzo
 req. by Nancy Sturcke
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 1
6:30am Margaret Dinsmore
 req. by Louise Eyring
8:30am Jack Simonik
 req. by Ted Meylor
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 2
6:30am Special Intention (Living)
 req. by Sandra Novello
8:30am Benzie Dacquel
 req. by Jack & Emmie McWade
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 3
6:30am Special Intention (Living)
 req. by Krystana
8:30am Lori Wise
 req. by Alex Chelak
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 4
6:30am Special Intention (Living)
 req. by Krystana
8:30am Barbara Germinder
 req. by Dennis Blasi
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 5
8:30am Joseph Bender
 req. by JoAnn & Jack Kovalcik
5:00pm Joseph Tufaro, Jr.
 req. by the Walsh Family
 William Laurence
 req. by Giovanni & Costanza Passucci
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 6
7:30am Michael Scullin
 req. by Madeline & Tom McCarthy
 Marie Giordanella
 req. by the Huether Family
9:00am Mary & Tom McCarthy
 req. by Jean & Tom McCarthy
 Al Fantini
 req. by Antonio & Gisella Appezzato
10:30am Antoniette DiFrancesco
 req. by Peter & Maria DiNizo
 Carlotta Ianello
 req. by Susan & Michael Buccola
Noon Antonietta Romano
 req. by Nicola & Camille DiNardo & Family
 Anne Shea
 req. by Sharon & Mike LaForge

Mass Intentions

In the event of serious illness or hospitalization, the rectory 
should be notified. Visits to the sick and shut-ins are made 
by the priests, deacons and ministers of the Eucharist. It is 
not necessary for someone to be “gravely ill” to receive the 
Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick.

Please Note:
For privacy reasons and HIPAA regulations, names may only 
be added by members of the immediate family after they 
have received permission of the one who is sick.

Edilberto Agaton Jr.  Elizabeth Barker
Jacob Benedicto Francesca Cafolla 
Maritoni Caceres Padilla Rina Conti 
Kathleen "Kay" Duff Tami Eddy 
Palmiro Ferraro Emma Lara 
Nadine Martinson Peter Morgan 
James Pettit Richard Quigley 
Patricia Uber Maureen Vincent   
Dolores Waltsak Melinda Williams 
Franca Zingariello Joe Zingariello

Lord, hear our prayer.

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK

CELEBRATING THE SACRAMENTS

Baptisms are celebrated throughout the month on 
Saturdays and Sundays. First-time parents are required 
to complete Baptismal Preparation. Please register in 
advance by calling (908) 322-5192.

Confession is offered every Saturday at 4pm or call the 
rectory to schedule an appointment.

Archdiocesan policy requires that arrangements be 
made with a parish priest or deacon as soon as the 
engagement is announced. 

Reconciliation

Baptism

Marriage

The Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults introduces 
adults to the Catholic faith and tradition, as well 
as prepares adults for the sacraments of Baptism, 
Confirmation, and Eucharist, If you would like to 
learn more about becoming Catholic or receiving the 
sacraments at our parish, please contact Pat Krema: 
pkrema@stbartholomewchurch.org. We are happy 
to accompany you on your journey of faith and help 
answer any questions you may have!

RCIA: RECEIVING THE SACRAMENTS 
AND BECOMING CATHOLIC

WELCOMED HOME BY GOD
Our sympathy and prayers are extended to the families of:

Jean Bigani | Michael Margiotta
Andrea Munoz | Anna Plachta

Claudette Triano | Esterina Verducci

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord,
and may perpetual light shine upon them. Amen.



St. Bartholomew's has partnered with Amazon Smile. 
Please remember that while you shop consider using 
smile.amazon.com. The Amazon Smile Foundation will 
donate 0.5% of the price of eligible purchases to our 
church. It's no additional cost to you! Choose St. Bar-
tholomew Church via this link: https://smile.amazon.
com and start shopping! Thank you for your support.

STEWARDSHIP of TREASURE | JAN 23, 2022

Envelope Collection  $8,606
Faith Direct (online)  $9,286
Total    $17,892

PARISH OFFICE DIRECTORY

STEVEN SERAFIN
Pastoral Associate

sserafin@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 112
PAUL MILAN

Director of Liturgy & Music
pmilan@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 260

PATRICIA KREMA
Coordinator of Liturgy & Adult Faith Formation

pkrema@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 126
BRIANA QUIGLEY

Director of Communications
bquigley@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 130

CATHERINE ZIOBRO
Community Outreach Coordinator

cziobro@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 108
CARLA KELLY

Director of Confirmation
ckelly@stbartholomewchurch.org

JENNIFER RYAN
Director of Youth Ministry

yg@stbartholomewchurch.org
SANDRA CARROLL

Safe Environment Director
pgc@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 135

CINDY PITONZO
Business Manager

cpitonzo@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 129
KATHY KOBLISKA

Office Manager
kkobliska@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 100

DENNIS WEISS
Facilities Manager

dweiss@stbartholomewchurch.org
PAULETTE CORONATO | JOSEPH DILLON

Parish Trustees

If you are an individual, a couple or a family that is experi-
encing difficulties, there are counseling services available to 
you. All calls are confidential. Fees can be adjusted to one’s 
financial situation. Please note, that no one will be turned 
away for an inability to pay. Counselors available to you:

Barbara Stumm-Gray, Ed.S. | 908.232.0893
Joseph Ochs, LPC | 732.221.6673
Dina Brue, LCSW | 646.643.5345

Laura Otchy, MS, Ed.S. LPC | 973.580.5930

COUNSELING SERVICES AVAILABLE

MASS AVAILABLE ON TV & ONLINE!
For the home bound Parishioner, tune in on Sundays 
at 10am to watch Mass. Comcast channel 34 or Verizon 
channel 22. Watch the Mass livestream on our website and 
Facebook page on Saturdays at 5pm and Sundays at 9am.

Supporting Our Parish
Streamline your offertory and simplify your support for 
St. Bartholomew the Apostle as we continue serve our 
parishioners and those in need throughout the com-
munity. Now is a great time to make the switch to eGiv-
ing – you can sign up from your computer, smartphone 
or tablet, and set up a recurring donation or make a 
one-time gift. Sign up today by visiting faith.direct/
NJ844, or text ‘Enroll’ to 908-324-5627.Thank you for 
your continued support of our parish!

Available Services

EASY ONLINE GIVING WITH FAITH DIRECT

SUPPORT ST. BART'S 
WHEN YOU SHOP ON AMAZON!

Stay Connected!
FOLLOW US ON
SOCIAL MEDIA

for daily inspiration and 
all the latest parish news 
and updates!

908.322.5192
Email: contact@stbartholomewchurch.org

Web: www.stbartholomewchurch.org

ACADEMY OFFICE: 
PRINCIPAL KIM HARRIGAN 

908.322.4265
admissions@stbacademy.org

RELIGIOUS ED OFFICE: 908.322.2359
religioused@stbartholomewchurch.org 

Office Hours:
Monday-Tuesday 8:30am-6:00pm

Wednesday-Friday: 8:30am-3:00pm

Saturday-Sunday: 9:00am-2:00pm

St. Bart Church

@stbartholomew_
church

JOIN OUR 
FLOCKNOTE

to receive our weekly 
newsletter & stay plugged 
in to all your favorite parish 
groups and ministries!

Scan the QR 
code or visit 
stbartschurch.
flocknote.com 
to join!

ST. BARTHOLOMEW STAFF

Thank you for your support!


