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Rev. Roberto Ortiz

We, the Roman Catholic Community 
of St. Bartholomew the Apostle, are 
brought together by Jesus, as we 
recognize His presence among us 
in Word, Sacrament and each other. 
Through the grace of the Holy Spirit 
and the intercession of the Blessed 
Mother, we accept Jesus’ invitation to 
be His disciples by using our time, tal-
ent and treasure for the benefit of all. 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 19
4:00pm Confessions
5:00pm Vigil Mass - Fr. Rose

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 20
7:30am - Fr. Rose
9:00am - Fr. Rose
10:30am - Fr. Paladino
NooN - Fr. Ortiz

Pastor

Weekend Assistant

Deacons

Mass Schedule

Parish Mission
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Blessed are they who hope in the Lord.

Fr. John PaladinoFROM THE DESK OF

To hope for something is to have the desire for something and the expectation of receiving it. To 
have hope as a theological virtue is to “desire the kingdom of heaven and eternal life as our happi-
ness, placing our trust in Christ's promises and relying not on our own strength, but on the help of 
the grace of the Holy Spirit” (CCC 1817). The question that lies before us in today’s readings then, is, 
“Where am I placing my hope?”

In the first reading, the prophet Jeremiah minces no words: Cursed is the one who trusts in human 
beings, who seeks his strength in flesh, whose heart turns away from the Lord. Jeremiah is saying 
that those who turn away from God and seek hope in mere humanity will endure negative conse-
quences, because we cannot, on our own, truly fulfill our deepest needs and desires.

Jeremiah is being honest. He understands our fallen human nature. All too often we end up relying 
only on ourselves and on others. When things are going well, we often fall into the thinking that it’s 
because of our intelligence, our skills, our know-how, or the result of something we did. But ultimate-
ly, our life and everything in it is dependent on our relationship with the Lord because only he can 
offer us salvation and eternal life. Only he can save us. We cannot save ourselves from sin and death, 
nor can anybody else. Only God can save, and he has, through the merits of his Son, Jesus Christ.

Today’s Gospel is a bit of a small treatise on hope, at least in the sense of shining light on how our 
hope can become misplaced. We so often think to ourselves that if we place our hope in this person 
or that thing, then we will avoid suffering. But the Christian life is not about avoiding suffering. The 
Christian life includes finding meaning in suffering through the hope we have in Christ Jesus. The 
redemption found in Christ turns cultural norms on their head. Those who are suffering – the poor, 
the hungry, the weeping, and the persecuted – are much richer spiritually because they have nothing 
left other than the Lord. In a certain sense, the more we have stripped away from us in this life, the 
richer we become as we rely more and more on the Lord.

As we pray with the readings today, let us ask ourselves, “Where am I placing my hope? Am I placing 
my hope solely in the Lord or is my hope being placed in people or things?”

Blessed are they who hope in the Lord … For the Lord watches over the way of the just, but the way 
of the wicked vanishes.

Love Endures All Things...With A Little Help!

Starting this spring, St. Bartholomew will host a 
six-week marriage enrichment initiative that was 
designed by our Pastoral Associate Steven Serafin 
to help strengthen marriages. The six weeks will ac-
company couples in further developing key marital 
skills and proven strategies that will enrich their mar-
riage. Each skill is founded on best practices devel-
oped by renowned marital counselors from around 
the country.

We are looking to see how many cou-
ples might be interested in participat-
ing. If you are interested, please sign up 
through the QR code and we will reach 
out with more information.

Almighty and Eternal God, you blessed the 
union of married couples so that they might 
reflect the union of Christ with his Church: look 
with kindness on them. Renew their marriage 
covenant, increase your love in them, and 
strengthen their bond of peace so that they 
may always rejoice in the gift of your blessing.

We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

PRAYER FOR 
MARRIED COUPLES



Congratulations to St. Bartholomew 
Academy 8th grader, Diane Jane Ngumah, 
who was selected as ‘Outstanding 
Catholic School Graduate’. This award 
is given annually to one eighth grader 

from each Catholic 
elementary school 
in the Archdiocese 
of Newark. To earn 
the award, the eighth 
grader must exemplify 
Catholic values in word 
and deed, display 
superior academic 
achievement, and be 
enrolled in his or her 

school for at least two years. Diane-Jane 
embodies all that and more. Miss Ngumah 
and the other Outstanding Catholic School 
graduates will be recognized by the 
Archdiocese at a special Mass and reception 
this spring. We are so proud of her!

CELEBRATING DR. KING

Academy students 
kicked off Black 
History Month by 
making posters 
depicting the life 
of Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Students 
could draw or 
use digital art to 
illustrate a Dr. King 
quote. This project 
was also a contest! 
Teachers chose 
one winning poster 

from three grade groups (K-2, 3-5, and 6-8). 
The winners were awarded a gift card.

Congratulations to Avery Messiah, Lucia De 
Jesus and Charles Gilligan for winning the 
school Martin Luther King Poster Contest in 
their respective grade groups!

OUTSTANDING CATHOLIC 
SCHOOL GRADUATE

CONNECT WITH US!
www.stbacademy.org

admissions@stbacademy.org
(908) 322-4265

Cornerstone is an opportunity to renew and 
strengthen your faith and grow in your experience 
as a Christian community. It is a retreat led by a team 
of parishioners from various backgrounds and ages 
who themselves have experienced an increased 

presence of Christ in their lives.

Scan the QR code here with your 
mobile device for registration 
and for more information. If you 
have any further questions, please 

contact:

Michael Caramico at mjcjmc98@aol.com
Liam Nobile at liamn71@yahoo.com

David Diken at dndiken@aol.com

MEN'S CORNERSTONE RETREAT
March 11TH and 12TH 2022



FOR INFO, CONTACT JENNIFER RYAN
at yg@stbartholomewchurch.org

Prayer and board games started off our 
meeting last weekend. Then we moved 
into our fundraiser during February. 
If you see hearts on your front lawn, it 
means that somebody thought of you 
when they saw the hearts on their own 
lawn. “Cupid’s Messengers” will be mov-
ing the hearts around house to house as 
requested with donation. In the mean-
time, the youth group retreat leaders 
are looking for candidates for our March 
20th Retreat Day at the Deserted Village. 
If you are a local HS student, learn more 
by reaching out to the Youth Minister. 
Remember, no previous participation in 
YG is necessary. You can also join us on 
Superbowl Sunday for an outdoor ulti-
mate frisbee game, 3-4pm! Hope to see 
you soon!

Have you ever had a longing to better know Je-
sus? Have you questioned his presence in the 
Eucharist? Have you ever wondered what hap-
pens after we receive?

Join our Lenten reflection se-
ries to dive deeper into these 
questions and more. We tend 
to live much (perhaps most) 
of our lives on the surface of 
things. We would like to invite 
you to journey with us each 
day during Lent through daily 
email reflections and a weekly 
presentation from Sr. Loret-
ta Fernandez based on Henri 
Nouwen’s little book, With 
Burning Hearts. 

The daily reflections will be emailed to you each 
morning and our in-person weekly reflections 
will take place on Thursdays during Lent at 1pm 
and 7pm, beginning March 3rd.

This life-changing book anchors us to the One 
who is the most intimate to each and all of us – 
Jesus. Come, not only to hear and to share but 
to open yourself to an experience of a deepen-
ing and enriching encounter of Christ in your ev-
eryday life. 

If you are interested in receiving the 
reflection and/or attending our in 
person sessions please sign up by 
scanning the QR code with your mo-
bile device.

ASH WEDNESDAY
March 2nd

LENTEN REFLECTION SERIES

ASH SERVICE: 
3:30pm

6:15pm

MASS: 
6:30am

8:30am

12:15pm

STATIONS OF
THE CROSS:

Wednesdays in Lent after 
the 8:30am Mass

Fridays in Lent at 7:00pm

March 4th, 2022
Drive Thru Style: 5:30-7:30pm

If you would like to help and and be a part 
of the Fish Fry Committee, please contact 
Rich DeBonis at richdebonis@verizon.net.

The Annual Appeal funds essential programs and 
ministries at the heart of our Catholic mission in 
our four counties – namely to proclaim the gospel, 
to pass on the faith to future generations, particu-
larly through the celebration of the sacraments, 
and to care for the poor and those on the margins.

Visit rcan.org/areas-support to see 
a full breakdown of the ministries 
that will be supported through this 
campaign. Scan the QR code to 
give online. Thank you for prayer-
fully considering supporting this 
year's Appeal!



SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 13
7:30am Mary Erbafina
 req. by Maureen & Bob LaCosta
 Kenneth Detlet
 req. by a Friend
9:00am Angela DiNardo
 req. by Roberto & Laura Sorge
 Noreen Dominguez
 req. by Tom & Mary Stachowiak
10:30am Patrick Henry
 req. by Guarnuccio Family
 Alfonso Fantini
 req. by Lauren & Roberto Sorge
Noon Thomas Romagnoli
 req. by Mauro & Judy & Family
 Therese Racanelli
 req. by Barbara & John Smith
4:00pm Anthony Oliviera
 req. Pat & Irene Bartels
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 14
6:30am  Nancy DeCristofaro
 req. by Jill & Mike Rebuth
8:30am Anthony LaCumera
 req. by Leanne Pishvanov
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 15
6:30am Claudette Triano
 req. by Frances Cirigliano
8:30am Michelina Gatto
 req. by Loving Family
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 16
6:30am Claudette Triano
 req. by Cynthia & Daniel McLeavey
8:30am Henry West
 req. by Carla Kelly
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 17
6:30am Constance Cummings
 req. by Bret & Lisa Cummings
8:30am Michael Cirrito
 req. by Mom & Dad
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 18
6:30am Michelle Stani
 req. by Mary Smith
8:30am Elena Lombardi-Benty
 req. by Charles & Ann Argila
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 19
8:30am Joseph Kovalcik
 req. by JoAnn & Jack Kovalcik
5:00pm Pasquale Saliola
 req. by Maria Saliola
 Angelo & Rosa Sanguilano
 req. by Rina & Vittorio Passucci
 Eric Halvorsen
 req. by Loving Family
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 20
7:30am Barbara Jean Faccone
 req. by Eleanor Percival
 Joseph Patrick Brennan
 req. by Michael & Minnelli DeMatos
9:00am Nice Novello
 req. by Maria Novello & Family
 Noreen Dominguez
 req. by Tom & Mary Stachowiak
10:30am Biagio DiNoto
 req. by Giovanni & Costanza Passucci
 James Hines
 req. by Deacon Bob & Joanne Gurske
Noon Josephine Macchia
 req. by Joanne Coons-Kosloff & Lorraine Coons
 Angela DiNardo
 req. by Rina & Vittorio Passucci

Mass Intentions

In the event of serious illness or hospitalization, the rectory 
should be notified. Visits to the sick and shut-ins are made 
by the priests, deacons and ministers of the Eucharist. It is 
not necessary for someone to be “gravely ill” to receive the 
Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick.

Please Note:
For privacy reasons and HIPAA regulations, names may only 
be added by members of the immediate family after they 
have received permission of the one who is sick.

Edilberto Agaton Jr.  Elizabeth Barker
Jacob Benedicto Francesca Cafolla 
Maritoni Caceres Padilla Kaitlyn Marie Cole
Rina Conti Kathleen "Kay" Duff 
Tami Eddy Palmiro Ferraro 
Emma Lara Nadine Martinson 
Pietro Monaco Peter Morgan 
James Pettit Richard Quigley 
Patricia Uber Maureen Vincent   
Dolores Waltsak Melinda Williams 
Franca Zingariello Joe Zingariello

Lord, hear our prayer.

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK

CELEBRATING THE SACRAMENTS

Baptisms are celebrated throughout the month on 
Saturdays and Sundays. First-time parents are required 
to complete Baptismal Preparation. Please register in 
advance by calling (908) 322-5192.

Confession is offered every Saturday at 4pm or call the 
rectory to schedule an appointment.

Archdiocesan policy requires that arrangements be 
made with a parish priest or deacon as soon as the 
engagement is announced. 

Reconciliation

Baptism

Marriage

WELCOMED HOME BY GOD
Our sympathy and prayers are extended to the families of:

Elvira Balcius
Patricia Ann Gambino

Eric Halvorsen
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord,

and may perpetual light shine upon them. Amen.

Emilie Brigid daughter of Frantz & Nicole Fouchard
Joseph Christopher, son of Christopher & Rebecca Esperon

Vivienne Wright, daughter of James & Kristen Galuchie
Clare Catherine, daughter of Thomas & Erin Moran

Nathan Oliver, son of Michael & Ana Lasher
Justin Thomas, son of Brian & Stephanie Piccola

Olivia Jo, daughter of Kristopher & Brittany Piccola
Samuel Rhett, son of Kristopher & Brittany Piccola

Congratulations to the Newly Baptized!



St. Bartholomew's has partnered with Amazon Smile. 
Please remember that while you shop consider using 
smile.amazon.com. The Amazon Smile Foundation will 
donate 0.5% of the price of eligible purchases to our 
church. It's no additional cost to you! Choose St. Bar-
tholomew Church via this link: https://smile.amazon.
com and start shopping! Thank you for your support.

STEWARDSHIP of TREASURE | FEB 6, 2022

Envelope Collection  $9,175
Faith Direct (online)  $12,921
Total    $22,096
Building Maintenance  $5,759

PARISH OFFICE DIRECTORY

STEVEN SERAFIN
Pastoral Associate

sserafin@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 112
PAUL MILAN

Director of Liturgy & Music
pmilan@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 260

PATRICIA KREMA
Coordinator of Liturgy & Adult Faith Formation

pkrema@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 126
BRIANA QUIGLEY

Director of Communications
bquigley@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 130

CATHERINE ZIOBRO
Community Outreach Coordinator

cziobro@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 108
CARLA KELLY

Director of Confirmation
ckelly@stbartholomewchurch.org

JENNIFER RYAN
Director of Youth Ministry

yg@stbartholomewchurch.org
SANDRA CARROLL

Safe Environment Director
pgc@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 135

CINDY PITONZO
Business Manager

cpitonzo@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 129
KATHY KOBLISKA

Office Manager
kkobliska@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 100

DENNIS WEISS
Facilities Manager

dweiss@stbartholomewchurch.org
PAULETTE CORONATO | JOSEPH DILLON

Parish Trustees

If you are an individual, a couple or a family that is experi-
encing difficulties, there are counseling services available to 
you. All calls are confidential. Fees can be adjusted to one’s 
financial situation. Please note, that no one will be turned 
away for an inability to pay. Counselors available to you:

Barbara Stumm-Gray, Ed.S. | 908.232.0893
Joseph Ochs, LPC | 732.221.6673
Dina Brue, LCSW | 646.643.5345

Laura Otchy, MS, Ed.S. LPC | 973.580.5930

COUNSELING SERVICES AVAILABLE

MASS AVAILABLE ON TV & ONLINE!
For the home bound Parishioner, tune in on Sundays 
at 10am to watch Mass. Comcast channel 34 or Verizon 
channel 22. Watch the Mass livestream on our website and 
Facebook page on Saturdays at 5pm and Sundays at 9am.

Supporting Our Parish
Streamline your offertory and simplify your support for 
St. Bartholomew the Apostle as we continue serve our 
parishioners and those in need throughout the com-
munity. Now is a great time to make the switch to eGiv-
ing – you can sign up from your computer, smartphone 
or tablet, and set up a recurring donation or make a 
one-time gift. Sign up today by visiting faith.direct/
NJ844, or text ‘Enroll’ to 908-324-5627. Thank you for 
your continued support of our parish!

Available Services

EASY ONLINE GIVING WITH FAITH DIRECT

SUPPORT ST. BART'S 
WHEN YOU SHOP ON AMAZON!

Stay Connected!
FOLLOW US ON
SOCIAL MEDIA

for daily inspiration and 
all the latest parish news 
and updates!

908.322.5192
Email: contact@stbartholomewchurch.org

Web: stbartholomewchurch.org

ACADEMY OFFICE: 
PRINCIPAL KIM HARRIGAN 

908.322.4265
admissions@stbacademy.org

RELIGIOUS ED OFFICE: 908.322.2359
religioused@stbartholomewchurch.org 

Office Hours:
Monday-Tuesday 8:30am-6:00pm

Wednesday-Friday: 8:30am-3:00pm

Saturday-Sunday: 9:00am-2:00pm

St. Bart Church

@stbartholomew_
church

JOIN OUR 
FLOCKNOTE

to receive our weekly 
newsletter & stay plugged 
in to all your favorite parish 
groups and ministries!

Scan the QR 
code or visit 
stbartschurch.
flocknote.com 
to join!

ST. BARTHOLOMEW STAFF

Thank you for your support!


