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Rev. Roberto Ortiz

We, the Roman Catholic Community 
of St. Bartholomew the Apostle, are 
brought together by Jesus, as we 
recognize His presence among us 
in Word, Sacrament and each other. 
Through the grace of the Holy Spirit 
and the intercession of the Blessed 
Mother, we accept Jesus’ invitation to 
be His disciples by using our time, tal-
ent and treasure for the benefit of all. 

SATURDAY, MARCH 19
3:00pm Holy Hour in the Church
4:00pm Confessions
5:00pm Vigil Mass - Fr. Rose

SUNDAY, MARCH 20
7:30am - Fr. Paladino
9:00am - Fr. Ortiz
10:30am - Fr. Paladino
NooN - Msgr. Guenther
4:00pm - Fr. Rose

Pastor

Weekend Assistant

Deacons

Mass Schedule

Parish Mission
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Gazing upon Jesus helps us engage, activate,
and purify our spiritual senses.

Fr. John Paladino
FROM THE DESK OF

On the second Sunday of Lent in 2014, in a homily dur-
ing his pastoral visit to the Roman parish of Santa Ma-
ria Dell'Orazione, Pope Francis prayed for the grace “to 
purify the eyes of our spirit, so that we might one day 
enjoy the vision of glory.” In other words, our Holy Father 
prayed for the gift to activate and engage our spiritual 
senses.

He went on to say:

“…by his Transfiguration [Jesus] invites us to gaze at him. 
And looking at Jesus purifies our eyes and prepares them 
for eternal life, for the vision of heaven.

Perhaps our eyes are a little sick because we see so 
many things that are not of Jesus, things that are even 
against Jesus: worldly things, things that do not benefit 
the light of the soul. And in this way, this light is slowly 
extinguished, and without knowing it, we end up in inte-
rior darkness, in spiritual darkness, in a darkened faith: 
darkness, because we are unaccustomed to looking and 
imagining the things of Jesus.”

In our first reading from Genesis, God takes Abram out-
side and asks him to look up at the sky to count the stars, 
if you can. Those last three words are important. It is not 
that God is being condescending toward Abram. God is 
stretching Abram to see with the eyes of faith. In other 
words, God is activating Abram’s spiritual senses so that 
he can enter into a relationship with him.

The same is true in our Gospel today. Jesus takes Peter, 
John, and James up the mountain to pray. While he was 
praying his face changed in appearance and his clothing 
became dazzling white. Notice that the three had fallen 
asleep – perhaps a metaphor for not being spiritually en-
gaged. When they awoke, they saw the glory of Jesus. 
Their spiritual senses had been activated and engaged 
and they saw Jesus for who he really was – the Messiah, 
the Savior, the Christ.

As we pray, let us ask the Lord to purify our spiritual 
senses. Let us ask the Lord to help us engage and acti-
vate them so we can navigate this world with eyes fixed 
on Jesus.

__________________________

Saturday, March 19th

Joseph saw Jesus grow daily “in wisdom 
and in years and in divine and human fa-
vour” (Lk 2:52). As the Lord had done 
with Israel, so Joseph did with Jesus: he 
taught him to walk, taking him by the 
hand; he was for him like a father who 
raises an infant to his cheeks, bending 
down to him and feeding him (cf. Hos 
11:3-4).

In Joseph, Jesus saw the tender love of 
God: “As a father has compassion for his 
children, so the Lord has compassion 
for those who fear him” (Ps 103:13) . . . 

The history of salvation is worked out 
“in hope against hope” (Rom 4:18), 
through our weaknesses. All too often, 
we think that God works only through 
our better parts, yet most of his plans 
are realized in and despite our frailty. 
Thus Saint Paul could say: “To keep me 
from being too elated, a thorn was giv-
en me in the flesh, a messenger of Satan 
to torment me, to keep me from being 
too elated. Three times I appealed to 
the Lord about this, that it would leave 
me, but he said to me: ‘My grace is suffi-
cient for you, for power is made perfect 
in weakness’” (2 Cor 12:7-9).

Even through Joseph’s fears, God’s will, 
his history and his plan were at work. 
Joseph, then, teaches us that faith in 
God includes believing that he can work 
even through our fears, our frailties and 
our weaknesses. He also teaches us 
that amid the tempests of life, we must 
never be afraid to let the Lord steer our 
course. At times, we want to be in com-
plete control, yet God always sees the 
bigger picture.

-Pope Francis, With the Heart of a Father

Join us for Mass in honor of
St. Joseph on Saturday, 
March 19th at 8:30am.



CELEBRATING OUR STUDENTS

CONNECT WITH US!
www.stbacademy.org

admissions@stbacademy.org
(908) 322-4265

Congratulations to Nathan Thomas, a seventh 
grader at the Academy. He was presented with 
the James and Margaret Shea Memorial Gift . 
The gift is given each year by the Shea Family in 
memory of their parents. The gift began in 2012 
as a way to give back to the school community. 
It is awarded to a student that shows academic 
integrity, practices their faith, and gives back to 
their church. Nathan is Altar Server and Student 
Council, as well as an Honor Roll Student.

Nathan was presented the award by Academy 
Principal Kim Harrigan after our First Friday 
Mass.

We are thankful to the Shea family for this op-
portunity and proud of Nathan.

Congratulations to our eighth grade Patriot's 
Pen contest winners

Diane-Jane Ngumah, Gracie Taylor, and Colleen 
Kennedy (not pictured)

A very special thank you to the Scotch Plains 
Veterans of Foreign Wars for sponsoring the 
contest, and to Joe McCourt for coming to our 
First Friday Mass to present the awards.

The Patriot’s Pen Writing Competition is spon-
sored by the VFW, and this year’s prompt is 
“How Can I be a Good American?” Students can 
win up to $5,000 in scholarship money. Thank 
you to Mrs. Mary Schoendorf, the Academy 
Middle School Writing teacher, for hosting this 
contest at our school each year!

GIVING BACK THIS LENT
Lent is an opportunity for us to pray, make sacrifices 
and give of our time and treasure in order to deepen 
our relationship with Christ. This year we will be col-
lecting baskets or bags of items for those in need.

GORYEB CHILDREN'S HOSPITAL
Serving children’s and families’ need in the areas of 
Neuroscience, Pediatric Surgery, Heart Care, Gastro-
enterology & Nutrition. Please supply gift cards to 
restaurants.

MERCY HOUSE
The Mission of the Mercy House is to offer a welcom-
ing space for individuals and families in need – and 
to provide emotional support and healing in a com-
fortable, faith-filled environment. Please fill a bag or 
basket of toiletries, towels, or bedding.

RAPHAEL'S LIFE HOUSE
While at RLH, new moms participate in a structure 
that promotes healthy parenting and equips them to 
support themselves and their children.

The resident moms receive skill building in the areas 
of parenting, education, career development, behav-
ioral health, and links to resources in the community.
Please fill a bag or basket of baby items (ex. diapers, 
wipes, baby outfits, teethers, bottles).

All items can be left in the box in the Narthex no 
later then April 10th. Thank you for your generous 
support of this project! Contact Catherine Ziobro at 
cziobro@stbartholomewchurch.org with any ques-
tions.

SATURDAY HOLY HOUR
This Saturday, March 19th at 3PM

Adoration, Confession, Worship Music

STATIONS OF THE CROSS
Every Friday in Lent at 7:00pm

Every Wednesday in Lent 
after the 8:30am Mass

For a full list of events and offerings during
the Lenten season at St. Bartholomew,
 visit stbartholomewchurch.org/lent.

PRAYER OPPORTUNITIES



FOR INFO, CONTACT JENNIFER RYAN
at yg@stbartholomewchurch.org

Pope Francis’s Lenten message of ‘not growing 
tired of doing good’ was a great topic of discus-
sion in our small group gathering. So was his ad-
vice on how not to criticize others. His answers 
to this problem are; 1. Prayer - pray for the per-
son of which you talk, pray that your mouth stays 
closed. Without prayer we cannot do anything.  
2. When you feel the desire to talk about some-
one, you bite your tongue - STRONG! Because 
this will swell your tongue and you will not be 
able to speak. After these discussions, there was 
little chatting as the group played a rapid mov-
ing game of Hungry Hungry Humans and a quick 
round of dodgeball. 

We are looking forward to dinner and our Lenten 
Evening of Reflection with the Franciscan Friars 
of the Renewal. If you are a local high school, you 
are welcome to any of your Sunday night gather-
ings. Reach out to the Youth Minister to get the 
most up to date information.

ST. BARTHOLOMEW
CHARITY GOLF CLASSIC

in Memory of Carl V. Sicola

SAVE THE DATE
Monday, May 9, 2022

Maplewood Country Club
Rain Date: Monday, August 15, 2022 

More info regarding sponsorship and golf op-
portunities to follow soon! Not a golfer? Not a 
problem! Join us for dinner, be a sponsor or buy 
a 50/50 ticket! For information, please contact 
Ted Schiller at (908) 490-0444 or Susan Her-
nandez at shernandez1297@gmail.com. Check 
back in the bulletin soon for a signup form.

St. Bartholomew's requires all volunteers and staff 
who work with children in any capacity to take a 
Protecting God's Children class, have a current 
background check on file and submit a volunteer 
application.

An in-person Protecting God's Children session will 
be offered at St. Bartholomew's:

Wednesday, March 16th, 2022
6:30pm in the Cafeteria
(Lower Level Church)

Preregistration is required for all Protecting God’s 
Children sessions. Please visit virtus.org or contact 
Sandra Carroll at PGC@stbartholomewchurch.org 
or 908-322-5192 x135 for more information and to 
register.

The Annual Appeal funds essential programs and minis-
tries at the heart of our Catholic mission: to proclaim the 
gospel, to pass on the faith to future generations, par-
ticularly through the celebration of the sacraments, and 
to care for the poor and those on the margins. Scan the 
QR code or visit rcan.org/sharing to give online.

We're one of the top parishes in the country 
transforming our communities through prayer 
with the Hallow app! We are very close to 500 
participants - help us reach the goal and see how 
Hallow can change your prayer life for the better!

Let us know if you need help acti-
vating your free subscription - we're 
happy to help! Contact Briana at 
bquigley@stbartholomewchurch.
org or (908) 322-5192 ext 130.

DID YOU KNOW?



SUNDAY, MARCH 13
7:30am Gary Stiffler
 req. by the Duthie Family
 Jean Vigani
 req. by Laura & Greg Swidersky
9:00am Noreen Dominguez
 req. by Tom & Mary Stachowiak
 Marie Giordanella
 req. by Steve Gartner
10:30am Angela DiNardo
 req. by Roberto & Rita Scarpone
 Elena DiFiore
 req. by Dave DiFiore & Family
 Giovina Appezzato (30th Anniversary)
 Paul & Evelyn & Family
Noon Georgette & Joseph Magrino
 req. by Cathy Hirschhorn
 Antimo Guardascione
 req. by wife, Giuseppina
MONDAY, MARCH 14
6:30am Rose Riccardo
 req. by Andrea Baglien
8:30am Gilda & Jessie Sapaden
 req. by Gee Fontarilla & Tina Zarejko
 William Kennedy
 req. by Loving Family
TUESDAY, MARCH 15
6:30am Mass for Healing for Fr. John (Living)
 req. by Amy Potian and Family
8:30am James Riccardo
 req. by Andrea Baglien
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 16
6:30am Diana Delgato
 req. by Fung-a-Fat Family
8:30am Ken Blom
 req. by father, Al
THURSDAY, MARCH 17
6:30am Patrick Henry
 req. by the Guarnuccio Family
8:30am Amalia G. Potian (Living)
 req. by the Potian Family
FRIDAY, MARCH 18
6:30am Kathleen Lynch
 req. by the Nobile Family
8:30am Jessica Wilcox Heydon
 req. by the Rohman Family
SATURDAY, MARCH 19
8:30am Isabele Pagan-Fraser
 req. by the Diaz Family
5:00pm Robert "Bobby" Farina
 req. by his loving wife, Mary
 Philip & Thereas Checchio 
 req. by daughter, Barbra & Guido
SUNDAY, MARCH 20
7:30am Anna Plachta
 req. by a Loving Friend
 Romano Del Negro
 req. by Lena Novella
9:00am Egonia Bonoan
 req. by the Skara Family
 Marie Genitempo
 req. by Jean & Tom McCarthy
10:30am Angela DiNardo
 req. by Laura Del Negro & Family
 Fr. William Halbing
 req. by Francine & John Schmatz
 William Joseph Villane
 req. by Joan Dietrich
Noon Josephine Macchia
 req. by Joanne Coons-Kosloff & Lorraine Coons
 Nicholas Silano, Sr.
 req. by Wife & Daughter
4:00pm Charles Basil
 req. by Claire & Pablo Streb

Mass Intentions

In the event of serious illness or hospitalization, the rectory 
should be notified. Visits to the sick and shut-ins are made 
by the priests, deacons and ministers of the Eucharist. It is 
not necessary for someone to be “gravely ill” to receive the 
Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick.

Please Note:
For privacy reasons and HIPAA regulations, names may only 
be added by members of the immediate family after they 
have received permission of the one who is sick.

Edilberto Agaton Jr.  Elizabeth Barker
Jacob Benedicto Francesca Cafolla 
Maritoni Caceres Padilla Kaitlyn Marie Cole
Rina Conti Kathleen "Kay" Duff 
Tami Eddy Palmiro Ferraro 
Emma Lara Nadine Martinson  
Peter Morgan James Pettit 
Richard Quigley Patricia Uber 
Maureen Vincent   Dolores Waltsak 
Melinda Williams Franca Zingariello 
Joe Zingariello

Lord, hear our prayer.

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK

CELEBRATING THE SACRAMENTS

Baptisms are celebrated throughout the month on 
Saturdays and Sundays. First-time parents are required 
to complete Baptismal Preparation. Please register in 
advance by calling (908) 322-5192.

Confession is offered every Saturday at 4pm or call the 
rectory to schedule an appointment.

Archdiocesan policy requires that arrangements be 
made with a parish priest or deacon as soon as the 
engagement is announced. 

Reconciliation

Baptism

Marriage

The Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults introduces 
adults to the Catholic faith and tradition, as well 
as prepares adults for the sacraments of Baptism, 
Confirmation, and Eucharist, If you would like to 
learn more about becoming Catholic or receiving the 
sacraments at our parish, please contact Pat Krema: 
pkrema@stbartholomewchurch.org. We are happy 
to accompany you on your journey of faith and help 
answer any questions you may have!

RCIA: RECEIVING THE SACRAMENTS 
AND BECOMING CATHOLIC



St. Bartholomew's has partnered with Amazon Smile. 
Please remember that while you shop consider using 
smile.amazon.com. The Amazon Smile Foundation will 
donate 0.5% of the price of eligible purchases to our 
church. It's no additional cost to you! Choose St. Bar-
tholomew Church via this link: https://smile.amazon.
com and start shopping! Thank you for your support.

STEWARDSHIP of TREASURE | MAR 6, 2022

Envelope Collection  $10,167
Faith Direct (online)  $11,476
Total    $21,644

PARISH OFFICE DIRECTORY

STEVEN SERAFIN
Pastoral Associate

sserafin@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 112
PAUL MILAN

Director of Liturgy & Music
pmilan@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 260

PATRICIA KREMA
Coordinator of Liturgy & Adult Faith Formation

pkrema@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 126
BRIANA QUIGLEY

Director of Communications
bquigley@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 130

CATHERINE ZIOBRO
Community Outreach Coordinator

cziobro@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 108
CARLA KELLY

Director of Confirmation
ckelly@stbartholomewchurch.org

JENNIFER RYAN
Director of Youth Ministry

yg@stbartholomewchurch.org
SANDRA CARROLL

Safe Environment Director
pgc@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 135

CINDY PITONZO
Business Manager

cpitonzo@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 129
KATHY KOBLISKA

Office Manager
kkobliska@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 100

DENNIS WEISS
Facilities Manager

dweiss@stbartholomewchurch.org
PAULETTE CORONATO | JOSEPH DILLON

Parish Trustees

If you are an individual, a couple or a family that is experi-
encing difficulties, there are counseling services available to 
you. All calls are confidential. Fees can be adjusted to one’s 
financial situation. Please note, that no one will be turned 
away for an inability to pay. Counselors available to you:

Barbara Stumm-Gray, Ed.S. | 908.232.0893
Joseph Ochs, LPC | 732.221.6673
Dina Brue, LCSW | 646.643.5345

Laura Otchy, MS, Ed.S. LPC | 973.580.5930

COUNSELING SERVICES AVAILABLE

MASS AVAILABLE ON TV & ONLINE!
For the home bound Parishioner, tune in on Sundays 
at 10am to watch Mass. Comcast channel 34 or Verizon 
channel 22. Watch the Mass livestream on our website and 
Facebook page on Saturdays at 5pm and Sundays at 9am.

Supporting Our Parish
Streamline your offertory and simplify your support for 
St. Bartholomew the Apostle as we continue serve our 
parishioners and those in need throughout the com-
munity. Now is a great time to make the switch to eGiv-
ing – you can sign up from your computer, smartphone 
or tablet, and set up a recurring donation or make a 
one-time gift. Sign up today by visiting faith.direct/
NJ844, or text ‘Enroll’ to 908-324-5627. Thank you for 
your continued support of our parish!

Available Services

EASY ONLINE GIVING WITH FAITH DIRECT

SUPPORT ST. BART'S 
WHEN YOU SHOP ON AMAZON!

Stay Connected!
FOLLOW US ON
SOCIAL MEDIA

for daily inspiration and 
all the latest parish news 
and updates!

908.322.5192
Email: contact@stbartholomewchurch.org

Web: stbartholomewchurch.org

ACADEMY OFFICE: 
PRINCIPAL KIM HARRIGAN 

908.322.4265
admissions@stbacademy.org

RELIGIOUS ED OFFICE: 908.322.2359
religioused@stbartholomewchurch.org 

Office Hours:
Monday-Tuesday 8:30am-6:00pm

Wednesday-Friday: 8:30am-3:00pm

Saturday-Sunday: 9:00am-2:00pm

St. Bart Church

@stbartholomew_
church

JOIN OUR 
FLOCKNOTE

to receive our weekly 
newsletter & stay plugged 
in to all your favorite parish 
groups and ministries!

Scan the QR 
code or visit 
stbartschurch.
flocknote.com 
to join!

ST. BARTHOLOMEW STAFF

Thank you for your support!


