
Very Rev. Frank Rose, V.F.

Rev. John J. Paladino, K.H.S.
908.322.5192 ext. 114 
frpaladino@stbartholomewchurch.org

In Residence

Dcn. Matthew Gonzalez
Dcn. Robert Gurske
Dcn. Donald Hessemer

SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER | APRIL 24, 2022

Rev. Roberto Ortiz

We, the Roman Catholic Community 
of St. Bartholomew the Apostle, are 
brought together by Jesus, as we 
recognize His presence among us 
in Word, Sacrament and each other. 
Through the grace of the Holy Spirit 
and the intercession of the Blessed 
Mother, we accept Jesus’ invitation to 
be His disciples by using our time, tal-
ent and treasure for the benefit of all. 

SATURDAY, APRIL 30
4:00pm Confessions
5:00pm Vigil Mass - Fr. Paladino

SUNDAY, MAY 1
7:30am - Fr. Paladino
9:00am - Fr. Rose
10:30am - Fr. Paladino
NooN - Fr. Rose

Pastor

Weekend Assistant

Deacons

Mass Schedule

Parish Mission

2032 WESTFIELD AVENUE, SCOTCH PLAINS, NJ 07076 (908) 322-5192
STBARTHOLOMEWCHURCH.ORG | STBARTSCHURCH.FLOCKNOTE.COM



In the Sacrament of Reconciliation,
we receive Christ's divine mercy and peace.

Fr. John PaladinoFROM THE DESK OF

Blessed Divine Mercy Sunday! Today, as we continue to celebrate the glorious resurrection of Christ, 
we remember in a special way his unimaginable gift of mercy. In today’s Gospel he appears to his 
disciples, offering them peace and showing them his wounds. Then he breathes on them, saying, 
Receive the Holy Spirit. Whose sins you forgive are forgiven them, and whose sins you retain are re-
tained. Through the gift of the Holy Spirit we are united to Christ; the Holy Spirit dwells among and 
within us, stirring us to faith and allowing the divine life to take root in us. What mercy this is – that 
despite our sinfulness, we are drawn to our Triune God by an overflowing, never-ending love.

We celebrate this mercy in particular on this special feast day, deriving from Jesus’ revelations to the 
Polish nun Saint Maria Faustina Kowalska as outlined in her Diary. In one revelation, our Lord says, 
“On that day the very depths of my tender mercy are open. I pour out a whole ocean of graces upon 
those souls who approach the fount of my mercy. The soul that will go to Confession and receive 
Holy Communion shall obtain complete forgiveness of sins and punishment” (Diary, 699).

We could all use some more grace! In his loving kindness, Jesus tells us exactly how to obtain these 
graces: by approaching the “fount of mercy,” going to confession, and receiving holy Communion. 
We know that only God forgives our sins – sins are, first and foremost, an offense against him – but 
we also see in today’s Gospel Jesus giving his Apostles the power to forgive sins in his name, in the 
sacrament of reconciliation.

When we approach the priest acting in persona Christi (in the person of Christ) for confession, we 
must first humble ourselves to speak aloud our sins and shortcomings. In doing this, we meet Jesus 
who is waiting to immerse us in the unfathomable depths of his mercy.

Through him and in his name, the priest says at the end of confession: “I absolve you.” Sins are not 
only forgiven, but the penitent is free. Free from those chains of sin that bind us and prevent us from 
loving God as we should.

Jesus gave the Apostles and their successors, our priests and bishops, that authority. Jesus knew our 
hearts long to hear those words: I forgive you. I absolve you.

The image of Divine Mercy, based on Saint Faustina’s visions, depicts Jesus with his left foot slightly 
in front of the other. He is stepping out toward us, to meet us wherever we are, just as he came to the 
Upper Room to meet the disciples, then returned later when Thomas was there. The disciples were 
afraid. The doors were locked. But Jesus came, bringing peace.

Whatever sin is locked in our hearts today – whatever sin is holding us down, binding us, and pre-
venting us from loving God as we should – we need to invite Jesus into that space. Let us allow him 
to come and say, “Peace be with you.” And let us meet him in the confessional, where he waits, long-
ing to immerse each of us in his divine mercy.

With sincere gratitude, we wish to thank all who assisted in making the liturgies of Holy Thursday, 
Good Friday, the Easter Vigil and Easter Sunday a glorious celebration of the Resurrection of Our 
Lord Jesus Christ! We could not have done it without you! Let us continue walking together in the 
light of our Risen Lord.

THANK YOU TO ALL OUR MINISTERS AND VOLUNTEERS!



ACADEMY CLOTHING DRIVE
Support the Class of 2023!

The SBA Class of 2023 looks forward to 
seeing you at our first fundraising event! 
The Clothing Drive will take place on Sun-
day, May 1st immediately after the 12pm 
Mass. Our donations will be shipped to 
developing countries, to those within the 
US in need, and also to Eastern European 
countries.

All items must be in plastic drawstring 
bags, approximately 13 gallon bags or larg-
er. Thank you!

Sunday, May 1st
1:00pm-4:00pm

Front Parking Lot

Items accepted for donation:
• Clothing for men, women and children
• Shoes
• Accessories: belts, hats, scarves, 

gloves, handbags, etc.
• Soft household items: towels, blan-

kets, bed sheets, pillows, curtains, etc.
• Stuffed animals, bikes and scooters
• Car seats (together with base) and 

strollers

For more information, or to arrange early 
pickup or drop-off, please email:

classof2023sba@gmail.com

Sunday, May 1st in the Cafeteria 
After Masses: 8:00am-12:00pm

Come join us and meet your fellow parishioners 
over coffee, tea and hot chocolate, along with 
donuts, bagels and more! See you there!

A LOT TO celebrate
Bishop Elias will celebrate the sacrament of 
Confirmation here at St. Bartholomew for 134 
of our candidates on Saturday, April 23rd.

This May, 124 children of the parish will receive 
their First Communion on Saturday, May 7th 
and Saturday, May 14th.

Chris Hughes, who has been a seminarian with 
us for the past 4 years, will be ordained to the 
Transitional Diaconate (the final "step" toward 
Priestly Ordination) and will preach his first 
homily on Saturday, May 28th at the 5pm Vigil 
Mass. Reception to follow.

Deacon Robert "Bob" Gurske will celebrate 
20 years of the Permanent Diaconate on May 
29th at the 12pm Noon Mass. Reception to fol-
low.

Deacon Matthew Gonzalez will be ordained a 
priest on Saturday, May 28th at 10:00am at the 
Cathedral Basilica of the Sacred Heart in New-
ark.

Matthew will celebrate his first Mass at St. Bar-
tholomew as a newly ordained priest on Sun-
day June 5th at the 12pm Noon Mass. Recep-
tion to follow.

AT ST. BARTHOLOMEW
THIS SPRING!

LETTER CARRIERS’ 
STAMP OUT HUNGER® 

FOOD DRIVE - MAY 14TH

Every second Saturday in May, letter carriers 
in more than 10,000 cities and towns across 
America participate in the Stamp Out Hunger 
National Food Drive — the largest one-day food 
drive in the nation. Scotch Plains Letter Carri-
ers will donate food collected to local area food 
banks including the St. Bartholomew Food 
Pantry. Please be generous to our neighbors in 
need and give to the Food Pantry so that we 
can participate in this great cause. Items can be 
dropped off in the basket in front of the rectory. 
Please no outdated or open items.  



FOR INFO, CONTACT JENNIFER RYAN
at yg@stbartholomewchurch.org

Our Youth Group members have been busy 
the last couple of weeks with plant deliver-
ies and rehearsing for the Living Stations. It 
was certainly worth it; the Good Friday Living 
Stations proved to be a beautiful time of re-
flect and examination of conscience. We look 
forward to meeting again on April 24, 6-8pm. 
If you are a local high student we would love 
for you to join us.

Please be assured that here at St. Bartholomew, 
we are committed to ensuring a safe environ-
ment for all children of our Academy and Parish. 
We view your children’s safety as our greatest 
responsibility and take that responsibility very 
seriously. Sandra Carroll, our Safe Environment 
Director, maintains and ensures that all St. Bar-
tholomew Parish and Academy staff, teachers 
and volunteers are fully compliant with all Arch-
diocesan and state requirements, including cur-
rent background checks and fingerprinting.

We encourage anyone with knowledge of ANY 
misconduct to report the abuse immediately. To 
report any sexual misconduct please contact:

Fr. John Paladino, Pastor 
(908) 322-5192 x114

Sandra Carroll, Safe Environment Director
(908) 322-5192 x135 or

pgc@stbartholomewchurch.org
NJ Division of Child Protection

1(877)652-2873 – 1(877) NJ ABUSE
Scotch Plains Police Department

(908) 322-7100 

PROTECTING GOD'S CHILDREN
AT ST. BARTHOLOMEW CHURCH

Our volunteers have worked on an assembly 
line to help fill boxes with needed food items 
and help sort food. In the pasta room we have 
filled hundreds of ziploc bags with pasta. Ev-
erything we do at the CFG gets distributed to 
our seniors, needy families that are struggling, 
food pantries that can't keep up with the de-
mand and soup kitchens throughout NJ.

Saturday Opportunities in May/June:
May 14th, 21st and June 4th and 11th

8:45-11:00am at CFB in Hillside, NJ

Anyone 12 years or older are welcome to join. 
This is a very rewarding, uplifting experience 
and also an opportunity to meet your fellow 
parishioners. At this time, even though the 
mandate has been lifted, masks will still be re-
quired as per the request of the CFB.

Please contact Viv Del Prete at 908-322-6912, 
or  email rvjdel@comcast.net by Tuesday May 
2nd.

WHAT WILL VOLUNTEERS BE DOING?

WHO CAN PARTICIPATE?

HOW DO I SIGN UP OR LEARN MORE?

COMMUNITY FOOD BANK 
SERVICE DAY

Monday, May 9, 2022
Maplewood Country Club

Carl was a 1962 graduate of Scotch Plains Fan-
wood High School, a Scotch Plains Police Offi-
cer for 27 years, a devout parishioner of St. Bar-
tholomew Church and a fierce supporter of St. 
Bartholomew Academy. Through this outing, we 
hope to honor Carl’s memory and dedication to 
his faith. We hope you will join us in doing so.  
Not a golfer? Not a problem! Join us for dinner, 
be a sponsor or buy a 50/50 ticket! 

Scan the QR code for information 
and registration, or contact Ted 
Schiller at (908) 490-0444 or Su-
san Hernandez at shernandez1297@
gmail.com.

We hope you can join us!

Around t he Communi ty

ST. BARTHOLOMEW ANNUAL 
CHARITY GOLF CLASSIC

CLOSING MASS OF THE 500TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF PHILIPPINE CHRISTIANITY

Sunday, May 1, 2022 at 2:00pm

Sacred Heart Cathedral in Newark

with His Eminence, Joseph Cardinal Tobin, and 
organized by the Filipino Apostolate of the 
Archdiocese of Newark



Mass Intentions

In the event of serious illness or hospitalization, the rectory 
should be notified. Visits to the sick and shut-ins are made 
by the priests, deacons and ministers of the Eucharist. It is 
not necessary for someone to be “gravely ill” to receive the 
Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick.

Please Note:
For privacy reasons and HIPAA regulations, names may only 
be added by members of the immediate family after they 
have received permission of the one who is sick.

Edilberto Agaton Jr.  Elizabeth Barker
Jacob Benedicto Francesca Cafolla 
Maritoni Caceres Padilla Kaitlyn Marie Cole
Rina Conti Terri DeVany
Kathleen "Kay" Duff Tami Eddy 
Palmiro Ferraro Emma Lara 
Nadine Martinson Peter Morgan 
James Pettit Richard Quigley 
Patricia Uber Maureen Vincent   
Dolores Waltsak Melinda Williams 
Franca Zingariello Joe Zingariello

Lord, hear our prayer.

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK

Celebrating the

We are excited to welcome your child into the Church, 
the family of God, through the Sacrament of Baptism!

Baptisms are celebrated throughout the month on 
Saturdays and Sundays. First-time parents are required 
to complete Baptismal Preparation, which provides a 
great opportunity to meet other young parents and 
to dive deeper into the beauty of this First Sacrament. 
Please register in advance by calling (908) 322-5192.

Archdiocesan policy requires that arrangements be 
made with a parish priest or deacon as soon as the 
engagement is announced. 

Reconciliation

Baptism

Marriage

SACRAMENTS

SUNDAY, APRIL 24
7:30am Larry Long
 req. by Larry & Linda Juelis
 Bob Kruthers
 req. by wife, Grace
9:00am Elena DiFiore
 req. by Nick & Angela DelNegro
 John Giordanella
 req.by Frank & Anne Rossi
10:30am Robert "Bob" Kruthers
 req. by Kathy & Paul Kobliska
 Elena DiFiore
 req. by the Peter & Maria DiNizo 
Noon Antonio & Anna DiFrancesco
 req. by Loving Family
 Josephine Macchia
 req. by Joanne Coons-Kosloff & Lorraine Coons
4:00pm Domenico Romeo
 req. by Nancy Romeo
MONDAY, APRIL 25
6:30am Ken Walsh
 req. by Bill & MaryAnn Degnan
8:30am Gianna Bambaci
 req. by the Verducci Family
TUESDAY, APRIL 26
6:30am Anita Tierney
 req. by the Tierney Family
8:30am John Carlin
 req. by the St. Bart's Adult Choir
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 27
6:30am Michael Persico
 req. by Nancy Leahy
8:30am Gilda & Jessie Sapaden
 req. by Gee Fontanilla & Tina Zarejko
THURSDAY, APRIL 28
6:30am People of the Parish
8:30am Joseph Fantini 
 req. by Loving Family
FRIDAY, APRIL 29
6:30am Dennis Surbrug
 req. by Loving Family
8:30am All who have no one to pray for them
 req. by a Friend
SATURDAY, APRIL 30
8:30am William Kovalcik, Sr.
 req. by JoAnn & Jack Kovalcik
 Anna Bender
 req. by JoAnn & Jack Kovalcik
5:00pm Elena DiFiore
 req. by Guido & Barbra Passucci
 Michael Bonner
 req. by Gene & Yolanda Schiller
SUNDAY, MAY 1
7:30am Susan Roberts
 req. by Cynthia & Daniel McLeavey
 Bob Talbot
 req. by Degnan Family
9:00am Adelina Pulice
 req. by Loving Daughters
 MaryBeth Driscoll
 req.by the Driscoll Family
10:30am Joseph Caliendo
 req. by Loving Family
 Agustin Galace, Sr.
 req. by the Potian Family 
Noon Catherine E. McCullough
 req. by the Calio Family
 Fannie & James Iozzi
 req. by son, James & Family

Reconciliation is an opportunity to receive the outpour-
ing of God's love and mercy. The Father waits for us 
with open arms! Confession is offered every Saturday 
at 4pm or call the rectory to schedule an appointment.

In Memory of Denny Natale Jr.
req. by the Fung-A-Fat Family

Sanctuary Lamp

Special Intentions



STEWARDSHIP of TREASURE | APR 17, 2022

Easter 2022 (to date)  $53,000
Easter 2021   $72,861
Deficit    $19,861

PARISH OFFICE DIRECTORY

STEVEN SERAFIN, D.Min
Pastoral Associate

sserafin@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 112
PAUL MILAN

Director of Liturgy & Music
pmilan@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 260

PATRICIA KREMA
Coordinator of Liturgy & Adult Faith Formation

pkrema@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 126
BRIANA QUIGLEY

Director of Communications
bquigley@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 130

CATHERINE ZIOBRO
Community Outreach Coordinator

cziobro@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 108
CARLA KELLY

Director of Confirmation
ckelly@stbartholomewchurch.org

JENNIFER RYAN
Director of Youth Ministry

yg@stbartholomewchurch.org
SANDRA CARROLL

Safe Environment Director
pgc@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 135

CINDY PITONZO
Business Manager

cpitonzo@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 129
KATHY KOBLISKA

Office Manager
kkobliska@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 100

DENNIS WEISS
Facilities Manager

dweiss@stbartholomewchurch.org
PAULETTE CORONATO | JOSEPH DILLON

Parish Trustees

If you are an individual, a couple or a family that is experi-
encing difficulties, there are counseling services available to 
you. All calls are confidential. Fees can be adjusted to one’s 
financial situation. Please note, that no one will be turned 
away for an inability to pay. Counselors available to you:

Barbara Stumm-Gray, Ed.S. | 908.232.0893
Joseph Ochs, LPC | 732.221.6673
Dina Brue, LCSW | 646.643.5345

Laura Otchy, MS, Ed.S. LPC | 973.580.5930

COUNSELING SERVICES AVAILABLE

MASS AVAILABLE ON TV & ONLINE!
For the home bound Parishioner, tune in on Sundays 
at 10am to watch Mass. Comcast channel 34 or Verizon 
channel 22. Watch the Mass livestream on our website and 
Facebook page on Saturdays at 5pm and Sundays at 9am.

Supporting Our Parish

Available Services

Stay Connected!

908.322.5192
Email: contact@stbartholomewchurch.org

Web: stbartholomewchurch.org

ACADEMY OFFICE: 
PRINCIPAL KIM HARRIGAN 

908.322.4265
admissions@stbacademy.org

RELIGIOUS ED OFFICE: 908.322.2359
religioused@stbartholomewchurch.org 

Office Hours:
Monday-Tuesday 8:30am-6:00pm

Wednesday-Friday: 8:30am-3:00pm

Saturday-Sunday: 9:00am-2:00pm

JOIN OUR FLOCKNOTE
Flocknote is a parish communication service through 
which we share news, updates, information on events, 
and more, all in one place! Flocknote makes it easy 

for you to stay plugged in to the parish 
groups and ministries that are important 
to you through mobile and email 
updates. Our weekly newsletter is also 
sent through Flocknote. Scan the QR 
code or visit stbartschurch.flocknote.
com to join!

ST. BARTHOLOMEW STAFF

Thank you for your support!

LEGAL CLINIC SERVICES
Do you live in Union County and need help with:

Housing insecurity?
Rental assistance?

Legal representation?
Credit counseling, and more?

Please contact Joe Correa immediately at:
 jcorrea@thewaterfrontproject.org

www.thewaterfrontproject.org
A nonprofit organization dedicated to assisting economi-
cally disadvantaged people - the working poor, seniors, 
veterans, and those living with disabilities - to address 
their civil legal issues and concerns.


