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Rev. Roberto Ortiz

We, the Roman Catholic Community 
of St. Bartholomew the Apostle, are 
brought together by Jesus, as we 
recognize His presence among us 
in Word, Sacrament and each other. 
Through the grace of the Holy Spirit 
and the intercession of the Blessed 
Mother, we accept Jesus’ invitation to 
be His disciples by using our time, tal-
ent and treasure for the benefit of all. 

SATURDAY, MAY 14
4:00pm Confessions
5:00pm Vigil Mass - Fr. Rose 

SUNDAY, MAY 15
7:30am - Fr. Ortiz
9:00am - Fr. Paladino
10:30am - Fr. Rose
NooN - Fr. Rose

Pastor

Weekend Assistant

Deacons

Mass Schedule

Parish Mission
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A LOT TO celebrate
On Saturday, May 7th and May 14th, 
124 children of the parish will receive 
their First Communion.

Chris Hughes, who has been a semi-
narian with us for the past 4 years, will 
be ordained to the Transitional Dia-
conate (the final "step" toward Priest-
ly Ordination) and will preach his first 
homily on Saturday, May 28th at the 
5pm Vigil Mass. Reception to follow.

Deacon Matthew Gonzalez will be or-
dained a priest on Saturday, May 28th 
at 10:00am at the Cathedral Basilica of 
the Sacred Heart in Newark.

Matthew will celebrate his first Mass at 
St. Bartholomew as a newly ordained 
priest on Sunday June 5th at the 12pm 
Noon Mass. Reception to follow.

Deacon Robert "Bob" Gurske will cel-
ebrate 20 years of the Permanent Di-
aconate on Sunday, May 29th at the 
12pm Noon Mass. Reception to follow.

AT ST. BARTHOLOMEW
THIS SPRING!

Eternal life is not an abstract concept, but a 
concrete reality that we can joyfully anticipate.

FROM THE DESK OF

As Christians, we always have reason to celebrate the vic-
tory of Jesus Christ over sin and death. During the Easter 
season, this celebration is all the more emphasized. To-
day’s Gospel proclaims what we celebrate: Jesus Christ 
has given us eternal life. However, the phrase “eternal 
life” can get stuck in the limitations of our imagination. 
We need a vision that helps us to better anticipate the 
glory to come.

Our second reading describes a vision of a great mul-
titude from every nation, race, and language on earth 
standing before the throne of God. Wearing white robes 
and holding palm branches in their hands, they worship 
God day and night in his temple. They no longer suffer 
from hunger or thirst because the Lamb of God has led 
them to life-giving water. They no longer experience an-
guish or pain because God has wiped away every tear 
from their eyes. They no longer wander homeless be-
cause the Lord has given them shelter. They are victors 
over sin and death because they have washed their robes 
and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.

Is it any wonder why the great multitude worships God 
day and night? He has fulfilled all his promises. He has 
healed all of their wounds, lifted all of their burdens, and 
given them the fullness of joy forever. And not only that, 
but God has given them himself in his fullness. They see 
God face to face. One day we also will see him face to 
face. One day our sufferings will end, and our joy will be 
full. John’s vision in Revelation is a symbolic representa-
tion of what we can hardly begin to imagine: the very 
real and very beautiful eternal life that is to come.

Does this vision of eternal life mean that the Christian 
life is merely a waiting room for heaven? Certainly not. 
We are part of God’s creation, which he called into being 
from perfect love. And God is here! Through the Eucha-
rist, Christ’s body is united to our body now. Jesus Christ 
is shepherding us toward our eternal home. He has not 
left us orphans, but has given us the Holy Spirit to help 
us.

Even in the midst of great sufferings, nothing can take 
us out of the Father’s hand. Whether we are in heaven or 
on the earth, God’s hand holds us always. Therefore, let 
us celebrate the presence of God in our lives today while 
joyfully awaiting the eternal life that is to come.

Fr. John Paladino

HELP US REACH OUR GOAL!

We are very close to reaching our goal: 
92% out of 100! The Annual Appeal 
funds essential programs and minis-
tries at the heart of our Catholic mis-
sion: to proclaim the gospel, to pass 

on the faith and to 
care for the poor and 
those on the margins. 

Visit rcan.org/sharing 
or scan the QR code 
to give. Thank you for 
your support!



ALUMNI VISITS AT SBA
We love when alumni come back to visit 
the Academy. It’s such a great way to re-
connect, share memories, and see how our 
students have flourished in high school and 
beyond. We truly appreciate it when alumni 
come back to give back!

Ava LaLande, SBA class of 2018 and a se-
nior at Union County Vocational-Technical 
School spent a day recently at the Acad-
emy. This semester, Ava is taking a research 
and technology class at Kean University 
and chose the Academy to present her 
project and share her knowledge. Her proj-
ect focused on how using food can impact 
a students’ understanding of math top-
ics. She conducted a lesson with our third, 
fourth, and fifth grade students on food sci-
ence and budgeting. It was a very interac-
tive project and demonstrated how a cross-
curricular lesson can pique the students’ 
interest in a topic.

Nicholas Aumenta, Frankie Pitonzo, and 
Michael Markho, all SBA class of 2021 and 
Seton Hall Prep class of 2025, have been 
refreshing the baseball field at the back of 
the school and church as part of their ser-
vice hours with Seton Hall Prep. The boys 
have cleaned out all the weeds, filled in 
holes, and leveled the ground in prepara-
tion of new sand that has been donated. 
They were joined by Max Markho, SBA Class 
of 2023, and several other Seton Hall Prep 
students.

Thank you to these wonderful alumni who 
exhibit the call to service that is part of the 
Academy mission.

Interested in finding out more about St. 
Bartholomew Academy? We have a few 
class openings in grades 4-7. Email us at 
admissions@stbacademy.org or call us at 
908-322-4265.

May 15th after the 9am Mass

We especially invite our First Communion 
children to participate and wear their 
First Communion attire for the occassion.

May Crowning is a long-standing tradi-
tion in the Church where, in many Cath-
olic communities, a statue of Mary is 
crowned with flowers as a sign of the 
honor we give to her as the Mother of 
God and Queen of Heaven. 

May
CROWNING

July 11th – July 15th 9:00am -12:00pm

Registration for this summer's VBS is now open 
to all children entering PreK-4 to Grade 4 in Sep-
tember 2022. Scan the QR code below or visit 
our website to access the registration form. The 
cost is $25 for the first child or $50 per family.

Registration will be open until 
June 15th or until we reach 100 
participants. We are grateful for 
Jen Delos Santos and Amy Bever-
sluis for directing our VBS again 
this year. 

If you have any questions, please contact vbs.
stbartholomew@gmail.com.

Register soon - space is limited!



FOR INFO, CONTACT JENNIFER RYAN
at yg@stbartholomewchurch.org

We are looking forward to attending the NJ 
Catholic Youth Rally. Please keep us in your 
prayers. Our Youth Group Family mem-
bers wish all of our mother's, and yours, a 
blessed and beautiful Mother's Day.

Our volunteers have worked on an assembly 
line to help fill boxes with needed food items 
and help sort food. In the pasta room we have 
filled hundreds of ziploc bags with pasta. Ev-
erything we do at the CFG gets distributed to 
our seniors, needy families that are struggling, 
food pantries that can't keep up with the de-
mand and soup kitchens throughout NJ.

Saturday Opportunities in May/June:
May 14th, 21st and June 4th and 11th

8:45-11:00am at CFB in Hillside, NJ

Anyone 12 years or older are welcome to join. 
This is a very rewarding, uplifting experience 
and also an opportunity to meet your fellow 
parishioners. At this time, even though the 
mandate has been lifted, masks will still be re-
quired as per the request of the CFB.

Please contact Viv Del Prete at 908-322-6912, 
or  email rvjdel@comcast.net.

WHAT WILL VOLUNTEERS BE DOING?

WHO CAN PARTICIPATE?

HOW DO I SIGN UP OR LEARN MORE?

COMMUNITY FOOD BANK 
SERVICE DAY

We hope you can join us!

Around t he Communi ty
ADULT FAITH FORMATION SERIES: 
Explorations in Faith & Spirituality

Thursday, May 19th at 7:00pm

Little Flower Parish, Berkeley Heights, NJ

Find a space for respectful conversation that 
allows parents, family members and allies of 
LGBTQ Catholics can share their joys, concerns 
and faith. Contact youaremine.lf@gmail.com 
with any questions.

IN HIS IMAGE FAITH GROUP

Attend whichever session best fits your schedule:

TUESDAY SESSIONS:
May 10 and 17 at 12:45pm and 7:30pm

at St. Michael Church in Cranford
THURSDAY SESSIONS:

May 12 and 19 at 1pm and 7pm

at St. Bartholomew

The Life of St. Benedict
Perhaps more than any other, St. Benedict of 
Nursia contributed to the saving of the Chris-
tian culture of the West.  At a time when Ro-
man order had collapsed and barbarian invad-
ers were picking through the rubble of the 
once great civilization of the Roman Empire, 
Benedict founded the religious community 
that would, in time, preserve the best of the 
old and allow for the emergence of a particu-
larly Christian way of life.

Much like the present times, when the culture 
today appears to be making rubble out of so 
much of what was so dear to our recent an-
cestors.  Perhaps we need a new “Benedict” to 
help us “preserve the best of the old and allow 
for the emergence of a particularly Christian 
way of life.”

LETTER CARRIERS’ 
STAMP OUT HUNGER® 

FOOD DRIVE - MAY 14TH

Every second Saturday in May, letter carriers 
in more than 10,000 cities and towns across 
America participate in the Stamp Out Hunger 
National Food Drive — the largest one-day 
food drive in the nation. Scotch Plains Letter 
Carriers will donate food collected to local 
area food banks including the St. Bartholomew 
Food Pantry. Please be generous to our neigh-
bors in need and give to the Food Pantry so 
that we can participate in this great cause.

Place a bag of food to donate next to your  
mailbox on Saturday, May 14th and your mail 
carrier will handle the rest! (Please no expired 
or opened food.)



Mass Intentions

In the event of serious illness or hospitalization, the rectory 
should be notified. Visits to the sick and shut-ins are made 
by the priests, deacons and ministers of the Eucharist. It is 
not necessary for someone to be “gravely ill” to receive the 
Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick.

Please Note:
For privacy reasons and HIPAA regulations, names may only 
be added by members of the immediate family after they 
have received permission of the one who is sick.

Edilberto Agaton Jr.  Elizabeth Barker
Jacob Benedicto Francesca Cafolla 
Maritoni Caceres Padilla Kaitlyn Marie Cole
Rina Conti Terri DeVany
Kathleen "Kay" Duff Tami Eddy 
Palmiro Ferraro Emma Lara 
Nadine Martinson Peter Morgan 
James Pettit Richard Quigley 
Patricia Uber Maureen Vincent   
Dolores Waltsak Melinda Williams 
Franca Zingariello Joe Zingariello
Lenore

Lord, hear our prayer.

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK

Celebrating the

Congratulations to the Newly Baptized:
Matthew Joseph, son of Matthew & Ann Bryce

Violet Ann, daughter of Richard & Leanne Mulvihill
Kyle Nicholas, son of Marck & Sonovia Rohrmoser

Carter Michael, son of Jeffery & Logan Florek

Baptisms are celebrated throughout the month on 
Saturdays and Sundays. First-time parents are required 
to complete Baptismal Preparation, which provides a 
great opportunity to meet other young parents and 
to dive deeper into the beauty of this First Sacrament. 
Please register in advance by calling (908) 322-5192.

Congratulations to the newlyweds!
Robert Moran & Elizabeth DeSante, April 30, 2022

Reconciliation

Baptism

Marriage

SACRAMENTS

We offer prayers and condolences to the families of:
Fr. John Nelson

Marie Fernande Neptune
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord.

WELCOMED HOME BY GOD

SUNDAY, MAY 8
7:30am Mother's Day Novena

9:00am Mother's Day Novena 

10:30am Mother's Day Novena

Noon Mother's Day Novena

MONDAY, MAY 9
6:30am Mother's Day Novena
 
8:30am Mother's Day Novena

TUESDAY, MAY 10
6:30am Mother's Day Novena
  
8:30am Mother's Day Novena
  

WEDNESDAY, MAY 11
6:30am People of the Parish
  
8:30am Arthur Grace
 req. by the Potian Family

THURSDAY, MAY 12
6:30am People of the Parish
 
8:30am Sheila Blom
 req. by husband, Al

FRIDAY, MAY 13
6:30am Duncan A. McDonald
 req. by Andrew & Kathleen McDonald
8:30am Elena DiFiore
 req. by the DiFiore & Baranowski Families

SATURDAY, MAY 14
8:30am Thomas Daniels
 req. by JoAnn & Jack Kovalcik
5:00pm Frank Pulice
 req. by the Del Prete Family

SUNDAY, MAY 15
7:30am Philip & Romano Del Negro
 req. by brother Nick and Angela
 Pietro Monaco
 req. by the Fenandoe Family
9:00am Bob Talbot 
 req. by Jean & Tom McCarthy
 John Giordanella
 req. by the Huether Family
10:30am Joseph Howe
 req. by Len & Janice Brzozowski
 Elena DiFiore
 req. by Tom & Maria Iaione
Noon Barbara Jean Faccone
 req. by Eleanor Percival
 Jane Bennett
 req. by Barbara & John Smith

Reconciliation is an opportunity to receive the outpour-
ing of God's love and mercy. The Father waits for us 
with open arms! Confession is offered every Saturday 
at 4pm or call the rectory to schedule an appointment.



STEWARDSHIP of TREASURE | MAY 1, 2022
Envelope Collection  $8,539
Faith Direct (online giving) $9,602
Total    $18,141

Easter 2022 (to date)  $60,937
Easter 2021   $72,861
Deficit    $11,924PARISH OFFICE DIRECTORY

STEVEN SERAFIN, D.Min
Pastoral Associate

sserafin@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 112
PAUL MILAN

Director of Liturgy & Music
pmilan@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 260

PATRICIA KREMA
Coordinator of Liturgy & Adult Faith Formation

pkrema@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 126
BRIANA QUIGLEY

Director of Communications
bquigley@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 130

CATHERINE ZIOBRO
Community Outreach Coordinator

cziobro@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 108
CARLA KELLY

Director of Confirmation
ckelly@stbartholomewchurch.org

JENNIFER RYAN
Director of Youth Ministry

yg@stbartholomewchurch.org
SANDRA CARROLL

Safe Environment Director
pgc@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 135

CINDY PITONZO
Business Manager

cpitonzo@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 129
KATHY KOBLISKA

Office Manager
kkobliska@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 100

DENNIS WEISS
Facilities Manager

dweiss@stbartholomewchurch.org
PAULETTE CORONATO | JOSEPH DILLON

Parish Trustees

If you are an individual, a couple or a family that is experi-
encing difficulties, there are counseling services available to 
you. All calls are confidential. Fees can be adjusted to one’s 
financial situation. Please note, that no one will be turned 
away for an inability to pay. Counselors available to you:

Barbara Stumm-Gray, Ed.S. | 908.232.0893
Joseph Ochs, LPC | 732.221.6673
Dina Brue, LCSW | 646.643.5345

Laura Otchy, MS, Ed.S. LPC | 973.580.5930

COUNSELING SERVICES AVAILABLE

MASS AVAILABLE ON TV & ONLINE!
For the home bound Parishioner, tune in on Sundays 
at 10am to watch Mass. Comcast channel 34 or Verizon 
channel 22. Watch the Mass livestream on our website and 
Facebook page on Saturdays at 5pm and Sundays at 9am.

Supporting Our Parish

Available Services

Stay Connected!

908.322.5192
Email: contact@stbartholomewchurch.org

Web: stbartholomewchurch.org

ACADEMY OFFICE: 
PRINCIPAL KIM HARRIGAN 

908.322.4265
admissions@stbacademy.org

RELIGIOUS ED OFFICE: 908.322.2359
religioused@stbartholomewchurch.org 

Office Hours:
Monday-Tuesday 8:30am-6:00pm

Wednesday-Friday: 8:30am-3:00pm

Saturday-Sunday: 9:00am-2:00pm

JOIN OUR FLOCKNOTE
Flocknote is a parish communication service through 
which we share news, updates, information on events, 
and more, all in one place! Flocknote makes it easy 

for you to stay plugged in to the parish 
groups and ministries that are important 
to you through mobile and email 
updates. Our weekly newsletter is also 
sent through Flocknote. Scan the QR 
code or visit stbartschurch.flocknote.
com to join!

ST. BARTHOLOMEW STAFF

Thank you for your support!

LEGAL CLINIC SERVICES
Do you live in Union County and need help with:

Housing insecurity?
Rental assistance?

Legal representation?
Credit counseling, and more?

Please contact Joe Correa immediately at:
 jcorrea@thewaterfrontproject.org

www.thewaterfrontproject.org
A nonprofit organization dedicated to assisting economi-
cally disadvantaged people - the working poor, seniors, 
veterans, and those living with disabilities - to address 
their civil legal issues and concerns.


