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You will be my witnesses
TO THE ENDS OF THE EARTH



Once they were no longer afraid to die,
the Apostles became less afraid to live.

FROM THE DESK OF

The Ascension celebrates Jesus’ heavenly homecoming and his 
return to the Father’s house. It marks the completion of his earth-
ly mission. He returns to heaven as a Savior, having conquered hu-
manity’s greatest enemies – sin, Satan, and death – on the cross. 
During the 40 days between his resurrection and ascent into 
heaven, the risen Christ appeared to his Apostles in various forms 
and in various places to assure them that he is indeed truly risen. 
He is not a ghost. They are not being haunted or experiencing a 
hallucination. He is risen indeed.

As the ascending Christ gives his commission to the Apostles he 
leaves behind, their task is to convince and convict others of this 
same truth – that Jesus is risen and all who believe in him have the 
same opportunity to live again and forever.

As Jesus makes his journey home to heaven, he promises he will 
send his Apostles the Holy Spirit of God and that he will return, 
at the end of time. In our human experience, it is easier to say 
good-bye to someone when we believe we will see them again. 
It is even better when they leave something behind for us to re-
member them by. On the Ascension, Jesus does both.

News of the coming of the Spirit and the hope of Jesus’ return 
made it much easier for the Apostles to let go of Jesus as he re-
turns to heaven. Still, something was missing. The Apostles con-
verted no one to the faith between Easter and the Ascension. 
Indeed, it was not until they received the promised Holy Spirit of 
God that they finally found their faith and their voice. Up until that 
point, they were afraid they would be the next ones to die for the 
faith. Once the Spirit proved to them that Jesus was alive, never 
to die again, they, too, found themselves willing to go forth and 
risk their lives to spread the Gospel. Once they were no longer 
afraid to die, the Apostles became less afraid to live.

Jesus gave the prophetic promise of the coming of the Holy Spirit 
both at the Last Supper and as he ascended. In both cases, he 
also stated he would come back again at the end of time to bring 
this world to its end and the kingdom of God to its fulfillment. We 
hasten his return in as much as we carry on the work he gave to 
the Apostles – to be disciples and make disciples.

It is worth noting that Jesus ascended from the village of Bethany, 
two miles from Jerusalem. It is the same place where he raised his 
friend Lazarus from the tomb immediately prior to Palm Sunday 
and his passion. This location serves as a reminder that the Resur-
rection and the promise of eternal life are not just a reward given 
by God to Jesus for a job well done. Rather, the promise of eternal 
life is for any and all who profess that Jesus is Lord, who confess 
their sins and live for the kingdom and for the glory of God.

In the Acts of the Apostles, the angels ask the Apostles why they 
are standing around looking at the sky, as if to suggest that time 
is wasting, get busy, there is a Gospel to preach, a Church to build, 
and a kingdom to prepare. The task given to them is the task en-
trusted to us by our baptism – to be his witnesses to the ends of 
the earth until he comes again.
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OUR PARISH IS SERVED BY:

We, the Roman Catholic Community 
of St. Bartholomew the Apostle, are 
brought together by Jesus, as we 
recognize His presence among us 
in Word, Sacrament and each other. 
Through the grace of the Holy Spirit 
and the intercession of the Blessed 
Mother, we accept Jesus’ invitation to 
be His disciples by using our time, tal-
ent and treasure for the benefit of all. 

PARISH MISSION



MATTHEW GONZALEZ' 

JOURNEY TO THE 
PRIESTHOOD
We asked Deacon Matthew, who 
by the grace of God will be Father 
Matthew on Saturday, May 28th, to 
share about his journey.

What are you looking forward to 
most about the priesthood? 

MG: I am looking forward to serv-
ing the Lord and His people by 
bringing Christ's presence to them 
in word and sacrament. My core 
desire as a priest is to love the Peo-
ple of God with the heart of Christ, 
leading them to the true meaning 
of this life: finding the "Pearl of 
Great Price," which is Jesus Him-
self! In Him is found the answer to 
every question and longing of the 
human heart. 

Is there a Scripture verse or pas-
sage that has guided you through 
all these years of preparation? 

MG: The Scripture passage that 
has marked my time throughout 
seminary, and still resounds for me 
today, is Mark 10:45: "For the Son 
of Man came not to be served but
to serve, and to give his life as a

ransom for many.” This passage 
describes the image of the priest-
hood that has been on my heart 
since I first entered the seminary. 
The priesthood of Jesus Christ is 
always "other-oriented." Jesus as 
High Priest comes to serve and to 
lay down his life for the salvation 
of the world. This passage has kept 
me grounded upon the fact that 
the priesthood in which I will share 
is not about me, but about service 
and self-gift for the salvation of 
souls.

Can you tell us more about the 
artwork you chose for your ordi-
nation cards and what it means to 
you?

MG: When I first saw Adoration 
of the Mystic Lamb by Van Eyck 
I thought to myself, "This is the 
Mass!" The image leads the view-
er into the heavenly and invisible 
realities present at every Mass. In 
it, at the very center, one sees the 
Paschal Lamb upon the Altar. The 
Lamb is Christ Himself, who is for 
us both Priest and Sacrifice. He is 
the High Priest who offers His own 
Body and Blood in the Eucharist. 
The other facets of the image are 
also illustrative of its deep-
er meaning. The two that 
strike me the most are the 
images of the Baptismal 
Font and the Holy Spirit 
descending upon the Lamb 
and the Altar. Significantly, 
it is the eight-sided (the 
number of newness and re-
creation) Baptismal Font 
that orients one's view to 
the Altar. This is symbolic 
of our own re-birth in the 
waters of Baptism which 
makes us Beloved Sons and 
Daughters of the Father 
and Members of the Body, 
the Church. Baptism, draw-
ing us into the divine life of 
God, always leads us to the 
perfection of that divine 
life, which is found in the 
Eucharist! Finally, it is by 
the power of the Holy Spir-
it that Christ is made pres-
ent at every Mass by the 
priest through the words 
of consecration. It is the 
work of the Spirit in each 
of our lives that leads us to 
a fuller participation in this 
mystery and reality present 
at every Mass. My desire is 
to assist God's people to 

receive more fully the graces that 
the Lamb of God desires for each 
of us in the Eucharistic Feast.
 
How would you encourage a 
young person who is still in the 
process of discovering their voca-
tion and calling in life?

MG: Know that the God who made 
you and loves you is the God who 
calls you! While our vocation in this 
life is for the glory of God and for 
the good of others, it is also the 
path of our growth in holiness and 
deepest fulfillment. Simply, to dis-
cover our vocation we need to take 
a posture of listening and receptiv-
ity. God  communicates to us each 
day what His will is for us, all we 
need to do is listen. How can we 
do this? Begin by living the life of 
a disciple: pray daily, take time for 
silence, frequent the sacraments, 
especially Penance and the Eucha-
rist, and, lastly, speak to someone 
you trust! "Ask, and it will be given 
you; seek, and you will find; knock, 
and it will be opened to you. For 
every one who asks receives, and 
he who seeks finds, and to him 
who knocks it will be opened." 
(Matthew 7:7-8)

Fr. Matthew will celebrate his first Mass at Saint 
Bartholomew Church on Sunday, June 5th at 
the 12pm Noon Mass with a reception to follow.



Parish News & Events

FOR INFO, CONTACT JENNIFER RYAN
at yg@stbartholomewchurch.org

The Youth Group members were thrilled 
to have some of our newly confirmed 
students join our meeting last weekend. 
We began with the high energy videos 
of Steubenville, Ohio, youth conferenc-
es. Several of our members are looking 
into joining our parish there this summer. 
Please reach out if you are interested and 
are between eighth grade and high school 
graduation. The evening continued with 
small group discussions and games. Of 
course, a highlight is always shared prayer 
and family dinner. We hope you all have a 
wonderful Memorial Day weekend.

What's Next in the Process?
This new database will roll out in two phases. 
First, we will transition our online payment plat-
form from Faith Direct to Pushpay. Then, we will 
release our highly interactive St. Bartholomew 
app, hosted by Parishstaq. Both of these plat-
forms are under the same umbrella (parent com-
pany) - think of it as two branches of one system!

If you are not curently a recurring 
giver and would like to try out the 
new online giving system on Push-
pay, scan the QR code here with 
your mobile device. It only takes a 
few minutes!

If you have any questions about this transition, 
please feel free to reach out to Steven Serafin at 
sserafin@stbartholomewchurch.org.

Let us know how we can assist you through this 
transition! We are here to help!

As you may have heard, we have begun the 
transition to a new parish-wide database called 
Parishstaq and a payment processer called 
Pushpay.

This new system combines several different sys-
tems we currently use and provides more direct 
access to each of you. The new database will in-
clude....

- A Platform for Parish Groups
  and Ministries
- Event and Ministry Sign-ups
- Easy Online Giving
- Parishioner Registration
- Sacrament Records
- and more!

We are eager to offer parishioners this new 
and easier way to stay connected with St. Bar-
tholomew through one platform.

Gracious God, on this Memorial Day, we pray 
for those who courageously laid down their 
lives for the cause of freedom. May the ex-
amples of their sacrifice inspire in us the self-
less love of your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Bless the families of our fallen troops, and fill 
their homes and their lives with Your strength 
and peace. In union with people of goodwill 
of every nation, embolden us to answer the 
call to work for peace and justice, and thus, 
seek an end to violence and conflict around 
the globe. We ask all this in your name, Amen.

PRAYER FOR
Memorial Day

ST. BARTHOLOMEW ACADEMY
Baccalaureate Mass

On Sunday, June 5th at the 9am Mass, we will  
celebrate the 8th Grade Graduating Class of 
the St. Bartholomew Academy. Join us in cel-
ebrating them and sending them off to their 
next chapter of life with God's blessing and 
the love and support of our faith community!



In the event of serious illness or hospitalization, the rectory should 
be notified. Visits to the sick and shut-ins are made by the priests, 
deacons and ministers of the Eucharist. It is not necessary for some-
one to be “gravely ill” to receive the Sacrament of the Anointing of 
the Sick.

Please Note:
For privacy reasons and HIPAA regulations, names may only be add-
ed by members of the immediate family after they have received 
permission of the one who is sick.

Lord, hear our prayer.

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK

We offer prayers and condolences to the families of:
Florence Clark
Joseph Hludzik

Fernando Pineiro
Noralva Varona

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord.

WELCOMED HOME BY GOD

SUNDAY, MAY 29
7:30am Pia DiFabio
 req. by Tom & Colleen Prendergast
 Barbara Maria Talluto
 req. by the Duane Family
9:00am Mary Bush
 req. by the Pierson Family
 Robert DiAnno
 req. by Joan Dietrich
10:30am Elena DiFiore
 req. by Laura Del Negro
 and by Gisella & Antonio Appezzato
Noon Anthony Parenti
 req. by Loving Family
 Grace Caramico
 req. by the Duthie Family
MONDAY, MAY 30
6:30am John W. Dietrich, Jr.
 req. by Joan Dietrich & Family
8:30am Luis Jose deSouza
 req. by Loving Family
TUESDAY, MAY 31
6:30am Marie Scarpa & Deceased
 Members of the Scarpa Family
 req. by the Scarpa Family
8:30am Nora Elizabeth Bruther
 req. by Maureen & Ted Meylor
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 1
6:30am Stephen Conroy
 req. by Loving Family
8:30am Deacon Robert Gurske
 (20th Anniversary of Ordination)
 req. by Loving Family
THURSDAY, JUNE 2
6:30am People of the Parish
 
8:30am Catherine Kellett
 req. by Loving Family
FRIDAY, JUNE 3
6:30am John Iovino
 req. by Loving Family
8:30am Joe Cox
 req. by Wife & Loving Family
SATURDAY, JUNE 4
8:30am Jaccqueline Bassili
 req. by Capece Family
5:00pm Mr. and Mrs. Vincent Pierro
 req. by Loving Family
 Nancy Nagel
 req. by Gene & Yolanda Schiller
SUNDAY, JUNE 5
7:30am Pietro Monaco
 req. by Michael & Josephine Walsh
 Armand Galluccio
 req. by Tressa & Chuck Dombroski
9:00am John Giordanella
 req. by Richard & Linda Scannell
 Romano Del Negro
 req. by Danny & Marisa Ferrara
10:30am Elena Di Fiore
 req. by Loving Friends
 Josephine Munley
 req. by John & Mary Culch
Noon Maria Reina
 req. by Mr. Matthew Gonzalez
 Antimo Guardascione
 req. by wife, Giuseppina
 Pia DiFabio
 req. Leone M. Baker

Edilberto Agaton Jr, Santino Agosta, Elizabeth Barker, Jacob 
Benedicto, Francesca Cafolla, Maritoni Caceres Padilla, Kaitlyn 
Marie Cole, Rina Conti, Terri DeVany, Kathleen "Kay" Duff, Tami 
Eddy, Palmiro Ferraro, Emma Lara, Nadine Martinson, Arthur 
W. Morgan, Peter Morgan, James Pettit, Richard Quigley, 
Maureen Vincent, Dolores Waltsak, Melinda Williams, Franca 
Zingariello, Joe Zingariello, Lenore

We are excited to welcome your child into the Church, the 
family of God, through the Sacrament of Baptism! 

Baptisms are celebrated throughout the month on Saturdays 
and Sundays. First-time parents are required to complete 
Baptismal Preparation, which provides a great opportunity to 
meet other young parents and to dive deeper into the beauty 
of this First Sacrament. Please register in advance by calling 
(908) 322-5192.

Reconciliation

Baptism

Marriage

Reconciliation is an opportunity to receive the outpouring of 
God's love and mercy. The Father waits for us with open arms! 
Confession is offered every Saturday at 4pm or call the rectory 
to schedule an appointment.

Archdiocesan policy requires that arrangements be made 
with a parish priest or deacon as soon as the engagement is 
announced. 

Celebrating the

SACRAMENTS

Prayer Intent ions & Sacraments



STEWARDSHIP of TREASURE | MAY 22, 2022
Envelope Collection   $7,096
Faith Direct (online giving)  $9,602
Total     $16,698

Easter 2022 (to date)   $64,967
Easter 2021    $72,861
Deficit     $7,894

If you are an individual, a couple or a family that is experi-
encing difficulties, there are counseling services available to 
you. All calls are confidential. Fees can be adjusted to one’s 
financial situation. Please note, that no one will be turned 
away for an inability to pay. Counselors available to you:

Barbara Stumm-Gray, Ed.S. | 908.232.0893
Joseph Ochs, LPC | 732.221.6673
Dina Brue, LCSW | 646.643.5345

Laura Otchy, MS, Ed.S. LPC | 973.580.5930

COUNSELING SERVICES AVAILABLE

MASS AVAILABLE ON TV & ONLINE!
For the home bound Parishioner, tune in on Sundays at 10am to 
watch Mass. Comcast channel 34 or Verizon channel 22. Watch 
the Mass livestream on our website and Facebook page on 
Saturdays at 5pm and Sundays at 9am.

Supporting Our Parish

Available Services

Thank you for your support!

LEGAL CLINIC SERVICES
Do you live in Union County and need help with:

Housing insecurity?
Rental assistance?

Legal representation?
Credit counseling, and more?

Please contact Joe Correa immediately at:
 jcorrea@thewaterfrontproject.org

www.thewaterfrontproject.org
A nonprofit organization dedicated to assisting economically 
disadvantaged people - the working poor, seniors, veterans, and 
those living with disabilities - to address their civil legal issues 
and concerns.

We are streamlining and simplifying the giving process for our 
parishioners. Please stay tuned for more information coming 
soon over the summer. Our giving platform  will be moving from 
FaithDirect to a service called PushPay. The new process will en-
able you to give with just a touch of a button from your smart-
phone or through an easy online giving portal. More information 
to come this week. If you would like to check out the new plat-
form, simply text STBARTGIVE to (833) 921-6421. Thank you for 
your support of our faith community!

ONLINE GIVING UPDATE


