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You will be my witnesses
TO THE ENDS OF THE EARTH



Jesus fulfilled His promise to send
the Spirit to dwell among us.

FROM THE DESK OF

Pentecost is celebrated as the birthday of the Church. 
When the Apostles were gathered together, the Holy Spirit 
came to them as a strong wind, descending upon them as 
tongues of fire. Inspired and empowered by the Spirit, Peter 
and the others began preaching the word. We are told later 
in this chapter, in Acts 2:41, that about three thousand per-
sons were baptized that day. The Church was born.

Over 2000 years later, Jesus is still alive in the world and the 
Spirit continues to work through us, his followers. It must 
have been something to be in that room when the Holy 
Spirit entered into the midst of the disciples gathered there! 
Though that must have been amazing, the truth is that the 
Spirit is still present today. He comes to us as well. You and 
I are ordinary people capable of extraordinary things be-
cause of the power of the Spirit in us and in the world. His 
grace inspires us to spread his word, care for those in need, 
comfort those who suffer, and to live as believers in this 
world in need of God’s love.

Birthdays are often an occasion for gift-giving. Pentecost 
is no exception. The Holy Spirit bestows abundant spiritual 
gifts on believers. These gifts may not come in a brightly 
wrapped box, but their worth is beyond measure. They give 
us strength when we are weak and courage when we are 
afraid. We are granted wisdom to inform our judgment and 
understanding to help us see God in what surrounds us. The 
gift of counsel allows us to be directed by God in matters 
necessary for our salvation. Fortitude and fear of the Lord 
give us a firmness of mind to do good and avoid evil, and 
help us understand God’s power as we hold him in awe and 
adoration. We are granted knowledge to correctly judge 
matters of faith and right action, and piety to devote our-
selves to God and open ourselves to his will.

These gifts are freely given and provide all we need to live 
as children of God. We are called to use these gifts to fortify 
our faith and serve the Father. If someone gave us a new 
phone, we would not keep it hidden in its box. A new bike 
would not be left unused in the garage. Instead, we would 
put them to good use and likely think of the person who 
gave them to us whenever we used them. In the same way, 
the Holy Spirit remains with us and wants us to use his gifts 
to help us grow in our faith and become closer to God. His 
gifts can also help us call others to join us on our journey. 
These gifts are not meant to be kept hidden or to be used 
only for our own needs. They are meant to be shared. They 
are meant to inspire others and invite them to join us in the 
family of God.
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OUR PARISH IS SERVED BY:

We, the Roman Catholic Community 
of St. Bartholomew the Apostle, are 
brought together by Jesus, as we 
recognize His presence among us 
in Word, Sacrament and each other. 
Through the grace of the Holy Spirit 
and the intercession of the Blessed 
Mother, we accept Jesus’ invitation to 
be His disciples by using our time, tal-
ent and treasure for the benefit of all. 

PARISH MISSION



WELCOME HOME FATHER MATTHEW!

With praise and thanksgiving to Almighty God and Cardinal 
Tobin, we joyfully announce that newly ordained priest, Fr. 
Matthew Gonzalez, has been assigned to our parish, St. Bar-
tholomew the Apostle! Welcome back, Fr. Matthew!

I am overwhelmed by the response 
of the parish at the 20th Anniver-
sary of my ordination to the Perma-
nent Diaconate. The good wishes 
from parishioners at the door, at the 
reception and in emails were truly 
heart-warming. I have always been 
proud and happy to serve the peo-
ple of St. Bartholomew the Apostle, 
and I pray that we will have many 
more years together.

The choir and the musicians under 
Paul’s outstanding leadership made 

the Mass all the more beautiful by their gifts of talent. We were 
at the very gates of heaven, don’t you think?

Thank you to the Parish Life Committee for working so hard 
on the reception downstairs after Mass. Your hard work was 
evident on the faces of everyone in the room. They had a great 
time, and it gave me the opportunity to speak with people I 
don’t normally see on Sunday. I appreciate all that you did for 
me.

I want to thank my family for surprising me by inviting friends 
who came from far (Maine and Florida) and near to celebrate 
with me. Thank you to my brother deacons for their participa-
tion in the Mass, as well as Fr. Frank Rose whose friendship has 
been a joy to me.

Finally, a huge “Thank You” to Fr. John Paladino for bringing 
me into the chaplain’s office at Muhlenberg Hospital and onto 
the staff of St. Bartholomew Church. Your faith, trust, guidance 
and assistance over the years has make me a better deacon 
than I could have imagined. I will always be grateful for that.

With love and gratitude,
Deacon Bob

A MESSAGE FROM DEACON BOB

Many thanks to the dedicated 
and very valuable volunteers 
who gave their time at the Com-
munity Food Bank on May 21st. 
Along with another group, to-
gether, we filled 420 boxes with 
nutritious food options that will 
be delivered to our seniors and 
veterans throughout New Jer-
sey. This program continues to 
provide Food, Help and Hope. 
Thank you to Elizabeth De An-
gelo, Isabella De Angelo, Jack 
De Angelo, Carrie Fuentes, Ryan 
Fuentes, Cindy Gaud, Sebastian 
& Fabian, Lou Sturniolo, Laura 
Watt, Patrick Watt and Viv Del 
Prete.

There are still volunteer slots 
open for June 4th and June 11th.  
Please contact Viv Del Prete at 
908-322-6912 or email rvjdel@
comcast.net.  Thank you!

THANK YOU
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July 11th – July 15th
9:00am -12:00pm Each Day

Registration for this summer's VBS is now 
open to all children entering PreK-4 to 
Grade 4 in September 2022. Scan the QR 
code below or visit our website to access 
the registration form. The cost is $25 for 
the first child or $50 per family.

Registration will be open 
until June 15th or until we 
reach 100 participants. We 
are grateful for Jen Delos 
Santos and Amy Beversluis 
for directing our VBS again 
this year. 

If you have any questions, please contact 
vbs.stbartholomew@gmail.com.

Register soon - space is limited!

Parish News & Events

FOR INFO, CONTACT JENNIFER RYAN
at yg@stbartholomewchurch.org

Our Youth Group Family has been strong 
this year; what better way to celebrate 
than with ice cream. YG leaders and a 
few future leaders, met at Dairy Queen to 
share laughs and treats. Part of the cele-
bration was the news that Fr. Matthew will 
be assigned to St. Bartholomew, so excit-
ed. Tonight, Sunday June 5th, is our last 
regular gathering for the year; if you are in 
high school and want to come meet fellow 
catholic peers, join us in the St. Nicholas 
prayer garden for hot dogs, smores, and 
prayer, 6-8pm. Don’t forget to bring a chair.

What's Next in the Process?

This new database will roll out in two phases. 
First, we will transition our online payment plat-
form from Faith Direct to Pushpay. Then, we will 
release our highly interactive St. Bartholomew 
app, hosted by Parishstaq. Both of these plat-
forms are under the same umbrella (parent com-
pany) - think of it as two branches of one system!

If you are not curently a recurring 
giver and would like to try out the 
new online giving system on Push-
pay, scan the QR code here with 
your mobile device. It only takes a 
few minutes!

If you have any questions about this transition, 
please feel free to reach out to Steven Serafin at 
sserafin@stbartholomewchurch.org.

Let us know how we can assist you through this 
transition! We are here to help!

As you may have heard, we have begun the 
transition to a new parish-wide database called 
Parishstaq and a payment processer called Push-
pay.

This new system combines several different sys-
tems we currently use. The new database will in-
clude....

- A Platform for Parish Groups
  and Ministries
- Event and Ministry Sign-ups
- Easy Online Giving
- Parishioner Registration
- Sacrament Records
- and more!

We are eager to offer parishioners this new 
and easier way to stay connected with St. Bar-
tholomew through one platform.



In the event of serious illness or hospitalization, the rectory should 
be notified. Visits to the sick and shut-ins are made by the priests, 
deacons and ministers of the Eucharist. It is not necessary for some-
one to be “gravely ill” to receive the Sacrament of the Anointing of 
the Sick.

Please Note:
For privacy reasons and HIPAA regulations, names may only be add-
ed by members of the immediate family after they have received 
permission of the one who is sick.

Lord, hear our prayer.

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK

We offer prayers and condolences to the families of:
Carlo Bravo
Norris Legue

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord.

WELCOMED HOME BY GOD

SUNDAY, JUNE 5
7:30am Pietro Monaco
 req. by Michael & Josephine Walsh
 Armand Galluccio
 req. by Tressa & Chuck Dombroski
9:00am John Giordanella
 req. by Richard & Linda Scannell
 Romano Del Negro
 req. by Danny & Marisa Ferrara
10:30am Elena Di Fiore
 req. by Loving Friends
 Josephine Munley
 req. by John & Mary Culch
Noon Maria Reina
 req. by Mr. Matthew Gonzalez
 Antimo Guardascione
 req. by wife, Giuseppina
 Pia DiFabio
 req. V. Leone and M. Baker
MONDAY, JUNE 6
6:30am Marie Bellomo
 req. by Christine Scillieri 
8:30am Stella Christiani
 req. by Kathryn Ciurczak
TUESDAY, JUNE 7
6:30am Anita Tierney
 req. by Tierney Family
8:30am Christian Scannell
 req. by Loving Parents
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 8
6:30am Gabriele Daddi
 req. by the Baglien Family
8:30am Gilda & Jessie Sapaden
 req. by Gee Fontanilla & Tina Zarejko
THURSDAY, JUNE 9
6:30am People of the Parish
 
8:30am Gini Dariani
 req. by Leone Family
FRIDAY, JUNE 10
6:30am Maria Daszyk
 req. by Loving Son & Family
8:30am Frances Fumosa
 req. by Barbara Mary
SATURDAY, JUNE 11
8:30am Nancy Bonicioli
 req. by JoAnn & Jack Kovalcik
5:00pm Rosa Chavez
 req. by Nancy & Family
 Richard Burton
 req. by Gene & Yolanda Schiller
SUNDAY, JUNE 12
7:30am Pietro Monaco
 req. by Don & Geri Diegnan
 Barbara Jean Faccone
 req. by Eleanor Percival
9:00am Sheila Blom
 req. by husband, Al
 Elena DiFiore
 req. by Maria Novello & Family
10:30am Daniel Chirichello
 req. by Uncle John &
 Aunt Loretta Screeton
 Grace Caramico
 req. by Rossi Family
Noon Esterina Verducci
 req. by Aagaard Family
 Romano Del Negro
 req. by Romano & Mary Del Rio

Edilberto Agaton Jr, Santino Agosta, Elizabeth Barker, Jacob 
Benedicto, Francesca Cafolla, Maritoni Caceres Padilla, Kaitlyn 
Marie Cole, Rina Conti, Terri DeVany, Kathleen "Kay" Duff, Tami 
Eddy, Palmiro Ferraro, Emma Lara, Nadine Martinson, Arthur 
W. Morgan, Peter Morgan, James Pettit, Richard Quigley, 
Maureen Vincent, Dolores Waltsak, Melinda Williams, Franca 
Zingariello, Joe Zingariello, Lenore

We are excited to welcome your child into the Church, the family of 
God, through the Sacrament of Baptism! 

Baptisms are celebrated throughout the month on Saturdays and 
Sundays. First-time parents are required to complete Baptismal 
Preparation, which provides a great opportunity to meet other young 
parents and to dive deeper into the beauty of this First Sacrament. 
Please register in advance by calling (908) 322-5192.

Congratulations to the Newly Baptized!

Lucas Nole, son of Timothy & Mariana Lynn
Connor, son of Killian & Kathleen Tiernan

Brinley Maria, daughter of Matthew & Justine Whyte
Lucia June & Angelo Raphael, children of Jason & Desirae Auriema

Beckham Vicente, son of Jeffrey & Christian Estevez
Leo Ignacio, son of Bryan & Carla Mendiola

Jake Lawrence, son of Michael & Caitlin Scarpa
Everett Joseph, son of James Henry & Lauren Oliverio

Lucas James, son of Nicholas & Jordan Hamel
Ryan James, son of Robert & Jennifer Felicetta

Charolette Rose, daughter of Chester & Colleen Baker
Antonio Michael, son of Khia & Christina Davis-Palmer

Reconciliation

Baptism

Marriage

Reconciliation is an opportunity to receive the outpouring of God's 
love and mercy. The Father waits for us with open arms! Confession 
is offered every Saturday at 4pm or call the rectory to schedule an 
appointment.

Archdiocesan policy requires that arrangements be made with a 
parish priest or deacon as soon as the engagement is announced.

Congratulations to the Newlyweds!
Anthony Grazioso & Erica Bonavitacola - May 20th, 2022

Prayer Intent ions & Sacraments



STEWARDSHIP of TREASURE | MAY 29, 2022
Envelope Collection   $6,417
Faith Direct (online giving)  $9,602
Total     $16,019

If you are an individual, a couple or a family that is experi-
encing difficulties, there are counseling services available to 
you. All calls are confidential. Fees can be adjusted to one’s 
financial situation. Please note, that no one will be turned 
away for an inability to pay. Counselors available to you:

Barbara Stumm-Gray, Ed.S. | 908.232.0893
Joseph Ochs, LPC | 732.221.6673
Dina Brue, LCSW | 646.643.5345

Laura Otchy, MS, Ed.S. LPC | 973.580.5930

COUNSELING SERVICES AVAILABLE

MASS AVAILABLE ON TV & ONLINE!
For the home bound Parishioner, tune in on Sundays at 10am to 
watch Mass. Comcast channel 34 or Verizon channel 22. Watch 
the Mass livestream on our website and Facebook page on 
Saturdays at 5pm and Sundays at 9am.

Supporting Our Parish

Available Services

Thank you for your support!

LEGAL CLINIC SERVICES
Do you live in Union County and need help with:

Housing insecurity?
Rental assistance?

Legal representation?
Credit counseling, and more?

Please contact Joe Correa immediately at:
 jcorrea@thewaterfrontproject.org

www.thewaterfrontproject.org
A nonprofit organization dedicated to assisting economically 
disadvantaged people - the working poor, seniors, veterans, and 
those living with disabilities - to address their civil legal issues 
and concerns.

We are streamlining and simplifying the giving process for 
our parishioners. Our giving platform is moving from Faith-
Direct to a service called PushPay. The new process will 
enable you to give with just a touch of a button from your 

smartphone or through an easy online giv-
ing portal. Please visit our website stbar-
tholomewchurch.org for more information. 
If you would like to try out the new plat-
form, simply text STBARTGIVE to (833) 
921-6421 or scan the QR code here with 
your mobile device. Thank you for your 
support of our faith community!

ONLINE GIVING UPDATE


