
SOLEMNITY OF THE MOST HOLY TRINITY | JUNE 12, 2022

2032 WESTFIELD AVENUE, SCOTCH PLAINS, NJ 07076 | (908) 322-5192
STBARTHOLOMEWCHURCH.ORG | STBARTSCHURCH.FLOCKNOTE.COM

Glory
TO THE  FATHER

A N D TO THE  SON
AN D  TO THE  HOLY  S P IR IT

Be



May the Spirit give us wisdom
to always see the truth.

FROM THE DESK OF

We are beings who think and freely act, which is how we 
participate in the divine nature – though as creatures. We 
have been created in God’s image and likeness, but our 
creaturely intelligence – our ability to think and to act – 
was corrupted by the Fall, when sin entered the world. We 
suffer from this condition called concupiscence – the part 
of us that finds sin fun and attractive. So we think things 
we sometimes do not want to think, and we do things we 
sometimes just do not want to do (Cf., Rom 7:15). But Jesus 
Christ came to rescue us from the wages of sin and death, 
and give us hope.

All of the readings today, on this Solemnity of the Most Holy 
Trinity, show us that hope. In Wisdom, first among all of 
God’s creations, we have knowledge of God, granted to us 
through the gift of the Holy Spirit, and manifested in the 
person of Jesus Christ. Wisdom is God’s delight – and we, 
in turn, are Wisdom’s delight. In all of creation, we alone are 
made in God’s image and likeness, and he desires to live 
with us in eternity. In Wisdom is hope – a gift originating 
with God and one that helps us return to him when we stray.

Hope abounds in the message from Paul to the Romans: 
Since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with 
God through our Lord Jesus Christ. We are no longer adver-
saries of God; we are no longer separated from him. Christ 
has taken upon himself all of our sin, and reconciled us to 
the Father such that nothing – other than our own free will 
in choosing so – can keep us from the Father’s love. Even 
our afflictions are a gift – a source of wisdom, one might 
say – for by our afflictions we gain endurance; through en-
durance, we gain character; and through character, we gain 
hope. And hope does not disappoint because the love of 
God has been poured out into our hearts through the Holy 
Spirit that has been given to us.

Hope is the entirety of the Gospel. Jesus did not abandon 
us, leaving us to our own strength and abilities. No! Jesus 
promised to send the Advocate – the Holy Spirit – to help 
us, to guide us, to communicate his grace as we navigate 
this sinful world. Christ has justified us and given us a share 
of his cross, and because of his cross the Holy Spirit is given 
to us to find strength in adversity. The Holy Spirit guides us 
into truth.

Jesus says, the Advocate will guide you to all truth. He will 
not speak on his own, but he will speak what he hears. Ev-
ery single day, as we navigate our lives, the Holy Spirit is 
offering us grace to be acted upon. Our prayer today, as we 
celebrate the fullness of divinity as a Trinity, is that we be 
aware of and act on the actual graces given to us through-
out our everyday lives; that the Spirit give us the Wisdom to 
always see the truth. For God is indeed our hope.
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OUR PARISH IS SERVED BY:

We, the Roman Catholic Community 
of St. Bartholomew the Apostle, are 
brought together by Jesus, as we 
recognize His presence among us 
in Word, Sacrament and each other. 
Through the grace of the Holy Spirit 
and the intercession of the Blessed 
Mother, we accept Jesus’ invitation to 
be His disciples by using our time, tal-
ent and treasure for the benefit of all. 
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Parochial Vicar
Fr. Matthew Gonzalez
frgonzalez@stbartholomewchurch.org



Humans of
Meet Lucas Mackey!

My name is Lucas Bryan Mackey, I 
am a rising sophomore at Virgin-
ia Tech University and a biology 
major in the honors college. My 
hometown is Fanwood, New Jer-
sey and I went to Brunner elemen-
tary school, Park Middle School, 
and Scotch Plains Fanwood High 
School. My family has been a part 
of the St. Bartholomew commu-
nity since 1999, where I received 
all my sacraments.

Can you tell us about the volunteer trip you are taking this 
summer? Starting July 19th, my team of pre-dental students 
and I will depart on a two-week trip that encompasses many 
parts of being a dentist. This trip will be located in Jarabo-
ca, Dominican Republic, a mountainous region of the island. 
One of the most exciting and vital parts of interning with 
VAW Global is bringing full dental clinics and primary care 
medical clinics to the less fortunate. One of the things that 
make our dental mobile clinics unique is that we are able to 
perform multiple procedures including fillings, restorations, 
cleanings, and extractions at the mobile clinic. Fundraising 
for supplies and medications is a huge part of creating a suc-
cessful mobile clinic to help the local communities with ef-
fective care.

Did your faith impact your decision to go on this mission? 
My faith impacted my decision to participate in this volun-
teer opportunity because it constantly encouraged me to 
build my own unique bridge to our father. I've always be-
lieved that we serve and volunteer confidently, knowing that 
God prepared the way for us.  Being in a situation as fortu-
nate as I am, it excites me to experience the polarity of cul-
tures through volunteering. 

What are you looking forward to most about your trip? 
Something I am passionate about is traveling to cultures that 
are contrasting to the United States. The Dominican Repub-
lic offers a rich history which I am excited to not only learn 
about but experience firsthand. Offering my service as a vol-
unteer is only a small part of this trip, as I look forward to 
uniting with those in the Dominican who accept me on their 
beautiful soil.  

Is there any way that the St. Bartholomew community 
can support your mission? A contribution to this trip can 
be made through the VAW website for the Clemson/Virgin-

ia Tech trip (scan the QR code here), to my 
team or myself specifically by searching ‘Lu-
cas Mackey” under volunteers. Your contribu-
tions go towards medical supplies, medicine, 
and unexpected travel expenses. Thank you 
in advance for your consideration and gen-
erosity!

ST. BARTHOLOMEW

"Miracles do happen, and wishes 
do come true!" God answered 
our prayers by sending us Fr. Mat-
thew Gonzalez to be Parochial 
Vicar here at St. Bartholomew! 
Fr. Matthew celebrated his first 
St. Bartholomew Mass on Sun-
day, June 5th, and it was a day of 
great celebration for the whole 
community. Please keep Fr. Mat-
thew in your prayers as he begins 
his priestly vocation here at our 
parish! In the photo above, you 
can see Fr. Matthew celebrating 
Mass here at St. Bart's alongside 
his father, who was recently or-
dained a Permanent Deacon.



FOR INFO, CONTACT JENNIFER RYAN
at yg@stbartholomewchurch.org

As has become the tradition, our Youth 
Group family gathered for our last meeting 
in the St. Nicholas Prayer Garden.  Though 
warm outside, fire-pit hot dogs and smores 
made for a great dinner. Prayer requests 
were offered as we circled around the fire 
before dinner. After dinner, a volleyball was 
spied and became the center of attention. 
Actually, it became the center of the air 
above as they counted their way through 
the alphabet keeping the ball in the air. What 
a pleasure to end the year with each other 
smiling, laughing, and praying together. 

Please keep our Youth Group family in your 
prayers, especially the seniors whom we 
celebrate on June 12th at their Senior Prayer 
Service.

This coming July, ten St. Bartholomew Youth 
Group members will be attending a Steubenville 
Youth Conference. It is a weekend-long event that 
features some of the best Catholic speakers from 
across the country, and it is designed to help high 
school students learn more about their faith and 
learn how to disciple their peers. This is truly a life-

changing experience! The cost per 
participant is $300. We ask that 
you prayerfully consider helping 
partially sponsor one of the youth 
that will be attending. If you would 
like to make a donation, please 
scan the QR code.

Yout h Ministries

ST. BART'S GOES TO STEUBENVILLE!

The faculty, staff, and students of St. Bartholomew Academy bid a fond farewell to our graduating 
Class of 2022.

CONGRATULATIONS
CLASS OF 2022!

Chetachi Akunna
Iyanna Ali
Steven Badilla
Madelyn Byrne
Diego Chacha
Kevin DeFreitas-Lee
Ben Fenandoe
Maria Gialanella
Charles Giuntini
Colleen Kennedy
Alexandria Landazabal
Lola Martinson
Diane-Jane Ngumah

Abigail Perreault
Jayla Presley-May
James Reagan
Joelle Ruccio
Andrew Saccento
Amanda Stanley
Grace Taylor
Maria Thomas
Natalia Thompson
Ryan Wooten
Maximus Yaeger
Sophia Yalcin

The students were accepted to the following schools: The Lawrenceville School, Delbarton School, 
Mother Seton Regional High School, Mount Saint Mary Academy, Pope John XXIII High School, Saint 
Joseph High School, Saint Peter’s Preparatory School, Saint Thomas Aquinas High School, Scotch 
Plains-Fanwood High School, Seton Hall Preparatory School, Oratory School of Summit, Seton Cath-
olic Central (NY), Union Catholic High School, Union Country Vocational-Technical High School, The 
Wardlaw-Hartridge School.

Thank you to all of the clergy and parishioners for your continued support. We hope you have a 
wonderful, relaxing, and blessed summer!



In the event of serious illness or hospitalization, the rectory should 
be notified. Visits to the sick and shut-ins are made by the priests, 
deacons and ministers of the Eucharist. It is not necessary for some-
one to be “gravely ill” to receive the Sacrament of the Anointing of 
the Sick.

Please Note:
For privacy reasons and HIPAA regulations, names may only be add-
ed by members of the immediate family after they have received 
permission of the one who is sick.

Lord, hear our prayer.

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK

We offer prayers and condolences to the families of:
Helen B. Davis

Philip Fromhertz
Arthur Lehlbach

Mary T. Reilly
Thomas Romagnoli

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord.

WELCOMED HOME BY GOD

SUNDAY, JUNE 12
7:30am Pietro Monaco
 req. by Don & Geri Diegnan
 Barbara Jean Faccone
 req. by Eleanor Percival
9:00am Sheila Blom
 req. by husband, Al
 Elena DiFiore
 req. by Maria Novello & Family
10:30am Daniel Chirichello
 req. by Uncle John &
 Aunt Loretta Screeton
 Grace Caramico
 req. by Rossi Family
Noon Esterina Verducci
 req. by Aagaard Family
 Romano Del Negro
 req. by Romano & Mary Del Rio

MONDAY, JUNE 13
6:30am Umberto Peloso
 req. by Passucci girls 
8:30am Joseph Fantini
 req. by Loving Family

TUESDAY, JUNE 14
6:30am James Wardius
 req. by Baglien Family
8:30am Devyn Baez
 req. by Valera Family

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 15
6:30am Special Intention
 
8:30am Gilda & Jessie Sapaden
 req. by Gee Fontanilla & Tina Zarejko

THURSDAY, JUNE 16
6:30am People of the Parish
 
8:30am Elsie Virelli
 req. by Rodar Family

FRIDAY, JUNE 17
6:30am Fathers of the Parish
 
8:30am Sara & Josef Korngruen
 req. by the Kennedy Family

SATURDAY, JUNE 18
8:30am Mr. & Mrs. George Moran
 req. by JoAnn & Jack Kovalcik
5:00pm Father's Day Novena Begins
 

SUNDAY, JUNE 19
7:30am Father's Day Novena
 
9:00am Father's Day Novena
 
10:30am Father's Day Novena
  
Noon Father's Day Novena

Edilberto Agaton Jr, Santino Agosta, Elizabeth Barker, Jacob 
Benedicto, Francesca Cafolla, Maritoni Caceres Padilla, Kaitlyn 
Marie Cole, Rina Conti, Terri DeVany, Kathleen "Kay" Duff, Tami 
Eddy, Palmiro Ferraro, Emma Lara, Nadine Martinson, Arthur 
W. Morgan, Peter Morgan, James Pettit, Richard Quigley, 
Maureen Vincent, Dolores Waltsak, Melinda Williams, Franca 
Zingariello, Joe Zingariello, Lenore

We are excited to welcome your child into the Church, the family of 
God, through the Sacrament of Baptism! 

Baptisms are celebrated throughout the month on Saturdays and 
Sundays. First-time parents are required to complete Baptismal 
Preparation, which provides a great opportunity to meet other young 
parents and to dive deeper into the beauty of this First Sacrament. 
Please register in advance by calling (908) 322-5192.

Reconciliation

Baptism

Marriage

Reconciliation is an opportunity to receive the outpouring of God's 
love and mercy. The Father waits for us with open arms! Confession 
is offered every Saturday at 4pm or call the rectory to schedule an 
appointment.

Archdiocesan policy requires that arrangements be made with a 
parish priest or deacon as soon as the engagement is announced.

Celebrating the

SACRAMENTS

Prayer Intent ions & Sacraments



STEWARDSHIP of TREASURE | JUNE 5, 2022

Envelope Collection   $10,376
Faith Direct (online giving)  $12,735
Total     $23,111

Building Maintenance:   $4,744

If you are an individual, a couple or a family that is experi-
encing difficulties, there are counseling services available to 
you. All calls are confidential. Fees can be adjusted to one’s 
financial situation. Please note, that no one will be turned 
away for an inability to pay. Counselors available to you:

Barbara Stumm-Gray, Ed.S. | 908.232.0893
Joseph Ochs, LPC | 732.221.6673
Dina Brue, LCSW | 646.643.5345

Laura Otchy, MS, Ed.S. LPC | 973.580.5930

COUNSELING SERVICES AVAILABLE

MASS AVAILABLE ON TV & ONLINE!
For the home bound Parishioner, tune in on Sundays at 10am 
to watch Mass. Comcast channel 34 or Verizon channel 22. 
Watch the Mass livestream on our website and Facebook 
page on Saturdays at 5pm and Sundays at 9am.

Supporting Our Parish

Available Services

Thank you for your support!

LEGAL CLINIC SERVICES
Do you live in Union County and need help with:

Housing insecurity?
Rental assistance?

Legal representation?
Credit counseling, and more?

Please contact Joe Correa immediately at:
 jcorrea@thewaterfrontproject.org

www.thewaterfrontproject.org
A nonprofit organization dedicated to assisting economically 
disadvantaged people - the working poor, seniors, veterans, 
and those living with disabilities - to address their civil legal 
issues and concerns.

We are streamlining and simplifying the giving process 
for our parishioners. Our giving platform is moving 
from FaithDirect to a service called PushPay. The new 
process will enable you to give with just a touch of a 
button from your smartphone or through an easy on-

line giving portal. Please visit our website 
stbartholomewchurch.org for more infor-
mation. If you would like to try out the 
new platform, simply text STBARTGIVE 
to (833) 921-6421 or scan the QR code 
here with your mobile device. Thank you 
for your support of our faith community!

ONLINE GIVING UPDATE
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