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The greatest
love story of all time.



In the mystery of the Eucharist, we taste and experience
the presence and compassionate care of Christ.

FROM THE DESK OF

Found in all four Gospels, this event known as the Feeding of the 
Five (Four) Thousand takes place in what is described as a de-
serted place. It is clear that the crowd has followed Jesus into the 
countryside – but what were they looking for? It is important to 
note that in the previous chapter, Jesus had raised Jairus’ daugh-
ter from the dead and so he has shown himself to be mighty in 
word and deed.

Clearly this was enough to inspire some to follow him unprepared 
into this lonely place. Maybe others came in search of something 
more – to hear more about God’s kingdom and its promise of 
healing and new life, or to experience that healing in their own 
lives or in the lives of those they loved. This is one of those Gospel 
moments when it is hard to know if it was only the location that 
was lonely or the hearts of so many yearning for his holy touch.

So, they are willing to follow him – willing to risk the darkness, 
hunger, and even the long walk home just to be with this mighty 
prophet. And it is here that Jesus meets them and their deepest 
needs – not only their physical need for food, but their need for 
his compassionate care and concern.

As we celebrate this Solemnity of Corpus Christi, or the Most Holy 
Body and Blood of Christ, we are in many ways like the Gospel 
crowd. We, too, have come with our hopes and needs to encoun-
ter Jesus. Here Jesus creates a Eucharistic world where we can 
experience his real presence and the hope of something better – 
for here, too, no lonely heart goes hungry!

Today, and at every Mass, Jesus meets our needs by giving us 
his unconditional love, nourishing us both physically and spiritu-
ally. Here we see why the Church calls the Eucharist “the source 
and summit of the Christian life” (CCC 1324). It is source because 
Jesus is the source of our faith, and it is summit as our faith is ul-
timately about a sharing in his resurrection and life.

Here we truly receive the same Jesus – his body, blood, soul, and 
divinity, nourishing us for those lonely moments that are so often 
part of our human experience, reassuring us that God is always 
near.

As we prepare to receive holy Communion, we will repeat the 
words of another from the Gospel who, in a moment of crisis in 
his life, encountered that same Jesus: Lord, I am not worthy that 
you should enter under my roof, but only say the word and my 
soul shall be healed. Every time we receive this great gift from 
heaven, we should do so with fear and trembling, knowing as Paul 
reminds us that we are proclaiming Christ’s death and resurrec-
tion until he comes again in glory. Here we are joining the saints 
and angels in the worship of the One who has loved us without 
condition. Here in the signs of bread and wine, Christ truly and 
substantially present meets our most basic needs – to be loved 
and to be nourished.
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We, the Roman Catholic Community 
of St. Bartholomew the Apostle, are 
brought together by Jesus, as we 
recognize His presence among us 
in Word, Sacrament and each other. 
Through the grace of the Holy Spirit 
and the intercession of the Blessed 
Mother, we accept Jesus’ invitation to 
be His disciples by using our time, tal-
ent and treasure for the benefit of all. 

PARISH MISSION

Parochial Vicar
Fr. Matthew Gonzalez
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God and Father of all creation, we come 
before you with humble hearts. You are 
our model of a loving Father.
.
When we fail and fall short of your ex-
pectations, you are always there at the 
end of the day with open arms, ready 
to heal the cuts and scrapes of the day 
and to encourage us to try again and 
not to give up.

We give you thanks for the fathers and 
father figures in our lives; those who act 
in the world as fathers to their children 
or models of fathers for others.

Bless them in their moments of doubt 
and frustration. Give them warm and 
open hearts to forgive failures. Provide 
them with the words needed for en-
couragement and perseverance.

We pray for new fathers, newly embrac-
ing their vocation; may they find cour-
age and perseverance to balance work, 
family and faith in joy and sacrifice.

We pray for fathers around the world 
whose children are lost or suffering; 
may they know that the God of com-
passion walks with them in their sorrow.

We pray for all men who mentor and 
guide us with fatherly love and care.

We remember fathers, grandfathers, 
and great-grandfathers who are no lon-
ger with us but who live forever in our 
memory and nourish us with their love.

St. Joseph, patron of fathers and family 
life, pray for us. Amen.

This weekend, we're taking some time in Adoration be-
fore the Eucharist after each of our Masses. The ques-
tion is: what even is Adoration all about?

We believe that the Eucharist is Christ himself - God's 
presence truly among us. So when the bread and wine 
are consecrated at Mass, they become the body and 
blood of Jesus Christ. To our senses, the Eucharist 
doesn't look any different from bread and wine, but 
through the eyes of faith in what Jesus promised ("This 
IS my body, this IS my blood"), we know and believe 
that His real presence is here in the Eucharist. He has 
given his presence as a gift to us: Adoration is a way 
that we can give the gift of our presence back to Him. 
It is simply a practice of praying before the Eucharist 
and taking time to be with Jesus.

Perhaps that's all good and fine, but practically speak-
ing, what do we do in Adoration? St. Catherine La-
bouré offers us some good advice:

“Whenever I go to the chapel, I put myself in the pres-
ence of our good Lord, and I say to him, ‘Lord, I am 
here.  Tell me what you would have me to do’ . . . And 
then, I tell God everything that is in my heart. I tell him 
about my pains and my joys, and then I listen. If you lis-
ten, God will also speak to you, for with the good Lord, 
you have to both speak and listen. God always speaks 
to you when you approach him plainly and simply."

Some other ways to engage with God in Adoration:

• Speak to Jesus as a friend
• Read and reflect on a bible passage (if you don't 

know where to start, consider a Gospel passage, a 
Psalm, or the Mass readings of the day)

• Journal your thoughts and prayers
• Pray a Rosary, or even just a decade
• Be patient with yourself if you get distracted
• Allow a little time for silence to just BE in God's 

presence

Did you know - we have a Blessed Sacrament chapel 
that's open for prayer 24/7 in our prayer garden!  Stop 
by any time and visit Jesus!

CELEBRATING THE FEAST OF THE

Body & Blood of Christ

Chapel

HAPPY FATHER'S DAY!

Prayer and Blessing for
Fathers & Father Figures:



Registration for this summer's 
VBS is now open to all children 
entering PreK-4 to Grade 4 in 
September 2022. Scan the QR 
code below or visit our website 
to access the registration form. 
The cost is $25 for the first child 

or $50 per family. Register soon - space is lim-
ited!

July 11th to July 15th
9AM-12PM Each Day

FOR INFO, CONTACT JENNIFER RYAN
at yg@stbartholomewchurch.org

At Youth Group we always count our Bless-
ings, even the small ones; the rain held off 
for our Senior Prayer Service to take place 
in the St. Nicholas Prayer Garden.  After the 
seniors gathered in the chapel, their families 
and peers witnessed many Blessings over 
them on their new adventure.  To paraphrase 
St. Brendan: prayers to ‘journey beyond the 
familiar and into the unknown; giving faith to 
leave old ways and break fresh ground with 
God.” The celebration continued with a “fam-
ily” dinner and, of course, cake. Seniors and 
families all enjoyed the video montage of the 
last four years of Youth Group. It was a won-
derful celebration of faith, family and love. 
We pray for only the best for these college 
bound seniors and their peers; May the most 
they ask for, be the least that they receive. 
God Bless!

A very big thank you to the passionate and 
kind volunteers who gave their time at the 
Community Food Bank at Hillside on June 4th.  
Along with another group, we were busy sort-
ing, checking, and categorizing hundreds of 
donated food items for their expiration dates. 
We completed 95 boxes with every possible 
food category imaginable. These boxes are 
ready at a moments notice to answer the call 
for churches and/or school pantries in dire 
need of specific food items.  Soup kitchens are 
able to prepare more meals and keep up with 
the high demands of the new numbers of fam-
ilies in need.  Our shelters across New Jersey 
are especially in need of health and hygiene 
products that are distributed to them. 

Thank you - Cindy Gaud, Sebastian & Fabian, 
Charles Palian, Emma Palian, John Nolan, Mary 
Ann Nolan, Lou Sturnio and Viv Del Prete. To-
gether we continue to help those in need and 
profess our faith by our service to them.

THANK YOU

This coming July, ten St. Bartholomew Youth 
Group members will be attending a Steubenville 
Youth Conference. It is a weekend-long event 
that features some of the best Catholic speak-
ers from across the country, and it is designed 
to help high school students learn more about 
their faith and learn how to disciple their peers. 

This is truly a life-changing expe-
rience! The cost per participant 
is $300. Please prayerfully con-
sider helping partially sponsor 
one of the youth that will be 
attending. If you would like to 
make a donation, please scan 
the QR code.

YOUTH STEUBENVILLE TRIP

Jodi C., Grace R., Adam M., Anastasia R., Therese N

St. Bartholomew's food pantry is in need of 
napkins, tissues, individually wrapped tp and in-
dividually wrapped paper towels.  We are also in 
need of cleaning supplies such as Windex, dish 
detergent, sponges, etc. Please drop off at the 
basket in front of the Rectory office. Thank you 
for your support!

ST. BART'S FOOD PANTRY NEEDS



In the event of serious illness or hospitalization, the rectory should 
be notified. Visits to the sick and shut-ins are made by the priests, 
deacons and ministers of the Eucharist. It is not necessary for some-
one to be “gravely ill” to receive the Sacrament of the Anointing of 
the Sick.

Please Note:
For privacy reasons and HIPAA regulations, names may only be add-
ed by members of the immediate family after they have received 
permission of the one who is sick.

Lord, hear our prayer.

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK

We offer prayers and condolences to the families of:
Ralph Anilo, Jr.

Kathleen Connelly
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord.

WELCOMED HOME BY GOD

SUNDAY, JUNE 19
7:30am Father's Day Novena 
9:00am

10:30am  
Noon 

MONDAY, JUNE 20
6:30am Father's Day Novena 
8:30am

 
TUESDAY, JUNE 21
6:30am Father's Day Novena
8:30am 

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 22
6:30am Ryszard Wierzbichi
 req. by the Baglien Family
8:30am Gilda & Jesse Sapaden
 req. by Gee Fontanilla & Tina Zarejko

THURSDAY, JUNE 23
6:30am Janet Garchner
 req. by Camille, Nick, Angela
 & Antonio Di Nardo
8:30am James McDonald
 req. by Nancy Ross

FRIDAY, JUNE 24
6:30am Mass of Thanksgiving
 
8:30am Mary Hogh
 req. by daughter, Anne
 Henry Durkin
 req. by Loving Family

SATURDAY, JUNE 25
8:30am Adaline Silva
 req. by the Posyton Family
5:00pm Sr. Pauline Hebron
 req. by Anne Rogalin
 Raymond Holderried
 req. by Barbra Passucci

SUNDAY, JUNE 26
7:30am James Roberts
 req. by Cynthia & Daniel McLeavey
 Brian Flynn
 req. by Duane Family
9:00am Romano Del Negro
 req. by Emil & Elsie DiFrancesco
 Esterina Verducci
 req. by the Porter Family
10:30am Anthony J. Racaniello
 req. by Mary Borucki
 Elena DiFiore
 req. by Lena Novello
Noon Robert Guenther, Sr. and
 Robert Guenther, Jr.
 req. by Msgr. Donald Guenther
 Josephine Macchia
 req. by Joanne Coons-Kosloff and
 Lorraine Coons

Edilberto Agaton Jr, Santino Agosta, Elizabeth Barker, Jacob 
Benedicto, Francesca Cafolla, Maritoni Caceres Padilla, Kaitlyn 
Marie Cole, Rina Conti, Terri DeVany, Kathleen "Kay" Duff, 
Tami Eddy, Palmiro Ferraro, Emma Lara, Nadine Martinson, 
Arthur W. Morgan, Peter Morgan, Jennifer Munoz, James 
Pettit, Richard Quigley, Maureen Vincent, Dolores Waltsak, 
Melinda Williams, Franca Zingariello, Joe Zingariello, Lenore

We are excited to welcome your child into the Church, the family of 
God, through the Sacrament of Baptism! 

Baptisms are celebrated throughout the month on Saturdays and 
Sundays. First-time parents are required to complete Baptismal 
Preparation, which provides a great opportunity to meet other young 
parents and to dive deeper into the beauty of this First Sacrament. 
Please register in advance by calling (908) 322-5192.

Reconciliation

Baptism

Marriage

Reconciliation is an opportunity to receive the outpouring of God's 
love and mercy. The Father waits for us with open arms! Confession 
is offered every Saturday at 4pm or call the rectory to schedule an 
appointment.

Archdiocesan policy requires that arrangements be made with a 
parish priest or deacon as soon as the engagement is announced.

Celebrating the

SACRAMENTS

Prayer Intent ions & Sacraments

Special Intentions
Sanctuary Lamp in Memory of:
Victor Vecchione, req. by Vickie Steinbeck



STEWARDSHIP of TREASURE | JUNE 12, 2022

Envelope Collection   $  8,865
Faith Direct (online giving)  $ 12,735
Total     $21,600

Archdiocesan Assessment:   $2,369

If you are an individual, a couple or a family that is experi-
encing difficulties, there are counseling services available to 
you. All calls are confidential. Fees can be adjusted to one’s 
financial situation. Please note, that no one will be turned 
away for an inability to pay. Counselors available to you:

Barbara Stumm-Gray, Ed.S. | 908.232.0893
Joseph Ochs, LPC | 732.221.6673
Dina Brue, LCSW | 646.643.5345

Laura Otchy, MS, Ed.S. LPC | 973.580.5930

COUNSELING SERVICES AVAILABLE

MASS AVAILABLE ON TV & ONLINE!
For the home bound Parishioner, tune in on Sundays at 10am 
to watch Mass. Comcast channel 34 or Verizon channel 22. 
Watch the Mass livestream on our website and Facebook 
page on Saturdays at 5pm and Sundays at 9am.

Supporting Our Parish

Available Services

Thank you for your support!

LEGAL CLINIC SERVICES
Do you live in Union County and need help with:

Housing insecurity?
Rental assistance?

Legal representation?
Credit counseling, and more?

Please contact Joe Correa immediately at:
 jcorrea@thewaterfrontproject.org

www.thewaterfrontproject.org
A nonprofit organization dedicated to assisting economically 
disadvantaged people - the working poor, seniors, veterans, 
and those living with disabilities - to address their civil legal 
issues and concerns.

We are streamlining and simplifying the giving process 
for our parishioners. Our giving platform is moving 
from FaithDirect to a service called PushPay. The new 
process will enable you to give with just a touch of a 
button from your smartphone or through an easy on-

line giving portal. Please visit our website 
stbartholomewchurch.org for more infor-
mation. If you would like to try out the 
new platform, simply text STBARTGIVE 
to (833) 921-6421 or scan the QR code 
here with your mobile device. Thank you 
for your support of our faith community!

ONLINE GIVING UPDATE
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