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 freedom



Let us trust in the Lord and follow Him.

FROM THE DESK OF

When God calls us to do his will, each person must answer that 
call with an act of faith. If we love the Lord with all our heart and 
wish to serve him well, then our obedience to his call should be 
given without delay or excuse.

This principle of discipleship is drawn out in the first reading. The 
voice of God tells Elijah that Elisha has been chosen to be his suc-
cessor. After Elijah bestows his cloak on him, Elisha asks if he may 
go and see his family one more time before departing. Elijah in 
essence gives him a blessing to do so, with the explicit command 
that he return.

Elisha realizes he must leave everything and go immediately, so 
he lays down the reigns to his father’s plow, then slaughters the 
oxen and feeds their flesh to his people. There is no turning back 
– Elisha leaves his home and follow[s] Elijah as his attendant. 
This interaction between Elijah and Elisha portends the call and 
response between Jesus and his Apostles, centuries later, when 
they would lay down their nets and follow him.

And follow him, they did! In the pivotal ninth chapter of Luke, 
from which we read today, there has been a lot of activity: Pre-
viously, Jesus sent the Twelve Apostles on their first missionary 
journey. Then, Jesus told his Apostles that he was going to be 
arrested and put to death. After that, he took Peter, James, and 
John up on Mount Tabor and they saw Jesus transfigured before 
them. Thus, as Jesus spoke of his coming passion, these chosen 
few were privileged to be given a glimpse of the risen Christ, a 
snapshot of the Resurrection. This was meant to remind them 
that Jesus’ story does not end in death. What appears to be his 
darkest hour will be his finest. The disciples have not yet fully 
understood what has been revealed to them, but still they follow.

And now, at the end of this chapter, Jesus meets increasing re-
sistance to his efforts to seek and save the lost. Fewer and fewer 
people wish to accompany him, for they now realize that Jesus 
is going to Jerusalem and die, and they are not sure they wish to 
follow him any further if it might mean suffering and death for 
them as well! But in the midst of this, there are some who declare 
they will follow Jesus, and there is another to whom Jesus calls, 
follow me.

In all of these interactions, as with Elisha, there are protestations 
of other duties needing to be fulfilled, and even Jesus points out 
the challenge of being his disciple, saying he has nowhere to rest 
his head. And, as with Elisha, the urgency is present. There is work 
to be done!

The Lord is calling all of us. He calls us to be prophets, Apostles, 
disciples, friends, to serve one another through love, as Paul en-
couraged the Galatians in today’s second reading. The time for 
excuses is long past.

Whether we feel unworthy, unwilling, or afraid, let us trust in the 
Lord and leave it all behind and follow him, that he might lead us 
to himself, to the Father, and to heaven.

Fr. John Paladino

Very Rev. Frank Rose, V.F.
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SATURDAY, JULY 2
4:00pm Confessions - Fr. Gonzalez
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9:00am - Fr. Gonzalez
10:30am - Fr. Rose
NooN - Fr. Gonzalez
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MASS SCHEDULE

CONTACT US

OUR PARISH IS SERVED BY:

We, the Roman Catholic Community 
of St. Bartholomew the Apostle, are 
brought together by Jesus, as we 
recognize His presence among us 
in Word, Sacrament and each other. 
Through the grace of the Holy Spirit 
and the intercession of the Blessed 
Mother, we accept Jesus’ invitation to 
be His disciples by using our time, tal-
ent and treasure for the benefit of all. 

PARISH MISSION

Parochial Vicar
Fr. Matthew Gonzalez
frgonzalez@stbartholomewchurch.org



What is the Eucharist
The Eucharist is the source and summit of the Christian life. 
The term “Eucharist” originates from the Greek word eu-
charistia, meaning thanksgiving.

In the celebration of the Eucharist, bread and wine become 
the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ through the power of 
the Holy Spirit and the instrumentality of the priest. The 
whole Christ is truly present -- body, blood, soul, and divin-
ity -- under the appearances of bread and wine, the glori-
fied Christ who rose from the dead. This is what the Church 
means when she speaks of the "Real Presence" of Christ in 
the Eucharist.

“Take; this is
my body”

—Mark 14:22
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The presence of 
Christ in the 
Eucharist is real, true, 
and substantial.

“It is called: Eucharist, 
because it is an action of 
thanksgiving to God.” 
(CCC, no. 1328)

Eucharist “makes 
present the one 
sacrifice of Christ the 
Savior.” (CCC, no. 1330)

“Jesus awaits us 
in this sacrament 
of love.” (St. John 
Paul II, Dominicae 
cenae, no. 3)

WHERE IS THE EUCHARIST 
MENTIONED IN THE BIBLE?

The Lord Jesus, on the night 
before he suffered on the cross, 
shared one last meal with his 
disciples. During this meal our 
Savior instituted the sacrament 
of his Body and Blood. He did 
this in order to perpetuate the 
sacrifice of the Cross through-
out the ages and to entrust to 
the Church a memorial of his 
death and resurrection. The In-
stitution of the Eucharist is writ-
ten down in the four Gospels 
below: 

• Matthew 26:26-30
• Mark 14:22-26
• Luke 22:14-20
• John 6:22-59

WHY DOES JESUS GIVE HIM-
SELF TO US AS FOOD AND 
DRINK?

Jesus gives himself to us in the 
Eucharist as spiritual nourish-
ment because he loves us. By 
eating the Body and drinking 
the Blood of Christ in the Eu-
charist, we become united to 
the person of Christ through 
his humanity. "Whoever eats 
my flesh and drinks my blood 
remains in me and I in him" (Jn 
6:56). In being united to the hu-
manity of Christ, we are at the 
same time united to his divinity. 
Our mortal and corruptible na-
tures are transformed by being 
joined to the source of life.

IS THE EUCHARIST A SYMBOL?

The transformed bread and wine 
are truly the Body and Blood of 
Christ and are not merely sym-
bols. When Christ said “This 
is my body” and “This is my 
blood,” the bread and wine are 
transubstantiated (meaning it 
"appears" to be bread and wine, 
but it "is" the body of Christ). 
Though the bread and wine ap-
pear the same to our human 
faculties, they are actually the 
real body and blood of Jesus.

ON FAITH: THE EUCHARISTSpot light



ST. BARTHOLOMEW ACADEMY
IS HIRING!

Preschool Aide (Part Time)
Work with our preschool teacher and as-
sist students during class and lunch time. 
Hours vary but are usually 9-2 or 8-1pm.

Must have or be willing to obtain a Protecting 
God's Children Certificate.

First Grade and PreK 3 Teachers (Part 
Time)
Teach students the Archdiocesan curricu-
lum of Math, ELA, Religion, Social Stud-
ies, and Spanish in a self-contained class-
room.  This is a full time position. 7:45am 
to 3:30pm.  

Must be NJ state certified and have or be will-
ing to obtain a Protecting God's Children Cer-
tificate.

Stream Teacher (Part Time)
It's STEM with an art and religion compo-
nent added to it! Teach students in grades 
Prek-5 in our new STEM lab. Collaborate 
with teachers to extend their curriculum.

Must have NJ State certification and have or 
be willing to obtain Protecting God's Children 
Certificate.

Send resume to: Kim Harrigan, Principal
at sbaprincipal@stbacademy.org

Dear Parishioners of St. Bart's Church:

I'd like to express my gratitude to the St. 
Bart's community for supporting me on my 
global outreach mission. Special thanks to 
the families of Keith Gilman and Hope Val-
era.
 
Best Regards,
Lucas Mackey

THANK YOU

This coming July, ten St. Bartholomew Youth 
Group members will be attending a Steubenville 
Youth Conference. It is a weekend-long event that 
features some of the best Catholic speakers from 
across the country, and it is designed to help high 
school students learn more about their faith and 
learn how to disciple their peers. This is truly a 
life-changing experience! The cost per participant 
is $300. 

Please prayerfully consider help-
ing partially sponsor one of the 
youth that will be attending. If 
you would like to make a dona-
tion, please scan the QR code.

YOUTH STEUBENVILLE TRIP

We hope that you enjoyed our parish 
subscription to the Hallow Catholic 
prayer app earlier this year. Our Holy 
Day Package has come to an end, 
but if you would like to continue us-
ing the app, we have been given a 
30% promotional code for anyone 

that is interested in signing up for the yearly sub-
scription.



In the event of serious illness or hospitalization, the rectory should 
be notified. Visits to the sick and shut-ins are made by the priests, 
deacons and ministers of the Eucharist. It is not necessary for some-
one to be “gravely ill” to receive the Sacrament of the Anointing of 
the Sick.

Please Note:
For privacy reasons and HIPAA regulations, names may only be add-
ed by members of the immediate family after they have received 
permission of the one who is sick.

Lord, hear our prayer.

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK

We offer prayers and condolences to the families of:
Ralph Anilo, Jr.

Kathleen Connelly
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord.

WELCOMED HOME BY GOD

SUNDAY, JUNE 26
7:30am James Roberts
 req. by Cynthia & Daniel McLeavey
 Brian Flynn
 req. by Duane Family
9:00am Romano Del Negro
 req. by Emil & Elsie DiFrancesco
 Esterina Verducci
 req. by the Porter Family
10:30am Anthony J. Racaniello
 req. by Mary Borucki
 Elena DiFiore
 req. by Lena Novello
Noon Robert Guenther, Sr. and
 Robert Guenther, Jr.
 req. by Msgr. Donald Guenther
 Josephine Macchia
 req. by Joanne Coons-Kosloff and
 Lorraine Coons
MONDAY, JUNE 27
6:30am Carl "Charlie" Dispoto
 req. by the Ramos Family 
8:30am Lois Spirko
 req. by the Ivanitz Family
TUESDAY, JUNE 28
6:30am Ralph Anilo
 req. by Donna & Joe Conforti
8:30am The Snyder Family
 req. by Amy Posyton
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 29
6:30am Robert Auer
 req. by Keith & Joanne Guarnuccio
8:30am Frank Fumosa, Jr.
 req. by Barbara Mary
THURSDAY, JUNE 30
6:30am People of the Parish
 
8:30am Gilda & Jessie Sapaden
 req. by Gee Fontanilla & Tina Zarejko
FRIDAY, JULY 1
6:30am People of the Parish
 
8:30am Edward Francis McGraw
 req. by his Parents
SATURDAY, JULY 2
8:30am People of the Parish
 
5:00pm Dorothy Lehlbach
 req. by Pat & Ed Kane
 In Honor of Richard Sowa
 req. by Duffy & Jackson Families
SUNDAY, JULY 3
7:30am Pietro Monaco
 req. by the Dugan Family
 Thomas F. Conniff
 req. by Joan & Steve Falloon
9:00am Nancy Myska
 req. by Kevin Lewis
 Pietro Monaco
 req. by Alfonso & Rosaria Isolda
10:30am Philip & Romano Del Negro
 req. by brother, Nick, Angela & Family
 Romano Del Negro
 req. by Giovanni & Costanza Passucci
Noon Barbara Germinder (1st Anniversary)
 req. by Dennis Blasi
 Nicholas Silano, Jr.
 req. by Mother & Sister

Edilberto Agaton Jr, Santino Agosta, Elizabeth Barker, Jacob 
Benedicto, Francesca Cafolla, Maritoni Caceres Padilla, Kaitlyn 
Marie Cole, Rina Conti, Terri DeVany, Kathleen "Kay" Duff, 
Tami Eddy, Palmiro Ferraro, Emma Lara, Nadine Martinson, 
Arthur W. Morgan, Peter Morgan, Jennifer Munoz, James 
Pettit, Richard Quigley, Maureen Vincent, Dolores Waltsak, 
Melinda Williams, Franca Zingariello, Joe Zingariello, Lenore

We are excited to welcome your child into the Church, the family of 
God, through the Sacrament of Baptism! 

Baptisms are celebrated throughout the month on Saturdays and 
Sundays. First-time parents are required to complete Baptismal 
Preparation, which provides a great opportunity to meet other young 
parents and to dive deeper into the beauty of this First Sacrament. 
Please register in advance by calling (908) 322-5192.

Reconciliation

Baptism

Marriage

Reconciliation is an opportunity to receive the outpouring of God's 
love and mercy. The Father waits for us with open arms! Confession 
is offered every Saturday at 4pm or call the rectory to schedule an 
appointment.

Archdiocesan policy requires that arrangements be made with a 
parish priest or deacon as soon as the engagement is announced.

Celebrating the

SACRAMENTS

Prayer Intent ions & Sacraments



STEWARDSHIP of TREASURE | JUNE 19, 2022

Envelope Collection   $  8,361
Faith Direct (online giving)  $ 12,735
Total     $21,095

If you are an individual, a couple or a family that is experi-
encing difficulties, there are counseling services available to 
you. All calls are confidential. Fees can be adjusted to one’s 
financial situation. Please note, that no one will be turned 
away for an inability to pay. Counselors available to you:

Barbara Stumm-Gray, Ed.S. | 908.232.0893
Joseph Ochs, LPC | 732.221.6673
Dina Brue, LCSW | 646.643.5345

Laura Otchy, MS, Ed.S. LPC | 973.580.5930

COUNSELING SERVICES AVAILABLE

MASS AVAILABLE ON TV & ONLINE!
For the home bound Parishioner, tune in on Sundays at 10am 
to watch Mass. Comcast channel 34 or Verizon channel 22. 
Watch the Mass livestream on our website and Facebook 
page on Saturdays at 5pm and Sundays at 9am.

Supporting Our Parish

Available Services

Thank you for your support!

LEGAL CLINIC SERVICES
Do you live in Union County and need help with:

Housing insecurity?
Rental assistance?

Legal representation?
Credit counseling, and more?

Please contact Joe Correa immediately at:
 jcorrea@thewaterfrontproject.org

www.thewaterfrontproject.org
A nonprofit organization dedicated to assisting economically 
disadvantaged people - the working poor, seniors, veterans, 
and those living with disabilities - to address their civil legal 
issues and concerns.

We are streamlining and simplifying the giving process 
for our parishioners. Our giving platform is moving 
from FaithDirect to a service called PushPay. The new 
process will enable you to give with just a touch of a 
button from your smartphone or through an easy on-

line giving portal. Please visit our website 
stbartholomewchurch.org for more infor-
mation. If you would like to try out the 
new platform, simply text STBARTGIVE 
to (833) 921-6421 or scan the QR code 
here with your mobile device. Thank you 
for your support of our faith community!

ONLINE GIVING UPDATE

OFFICE DIRECTORY

STEVEN SERAFIN, D.Min
Pastoral Associate

sserafin@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 112
PAUL MILAN

Director of Liturgy & Music
pmilan@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 260

PATRICIA KREMA
Coordinator of Liturgy & Adult Faith Formation

pkrema@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 126
BRIANA QUIGLEY

Director of Communications
bquigley@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 130

CATHERINE ZIOBRO
Community Outreach Coordinator

cziobro@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 108
CARLA KELLY

Director of Confirmation
ckelly@stbartholomewchurch.org

JENNIFER RYAN
Director of Youth Ministry

yg@stbartholomewchurch.org
SANDRA CARROLL

Safe Environment Director
pgc@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 135

CINDY PITONZO
Business Manager

cpitonzo@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 129
KATHY KOBLISKA

Office Manager
kkobliska@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 100

DENNIS WEISS
Facilities Manager

dweiss@stbartholomewchurch.org
PAULETTE CORONATO | JOSEPH DILLON

Parish Trustees

908.322.5192
Email: contact@stbartholomewchurch.org

Web: stbartholomewchurch.org

ACADEMY OFFICE: 
PRINCIPAL KIM HARRIGAN 

908.322.4265 | admissions@stbacademy.org

RELIGIOUS ED OFFICE: 908.322.2359
religioused@stbartholomewchurch.org 

Office Hours:
Monday-Tuesday 8:30am-6:00pm

Wednesday-Friday: 8:30am-3:00pm

Saturday-Sunday: 9:00am-2:00pm

PARISH STAFF


