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The parable of the Good Samaritan is a call to
authentic, genuine love.

FROM THE DESK OF

The Good Samaritan is one of those parables that has 
gained almost universal recognition even outside of Chris-
tian circles. This is understandable. The notion of radical 
generosity is one of those ideals that many religious tradi-
tions would propose to its followers. But that familiarity can 
dilute an even greater lesson Jesus is teaching here. Jesus 
is calling his followers not simply to radical generosity, but 
to love. And whom are we to love? Jesus emphasizes those 
“other” than our friends, families, and communities; those 
who have, by that “otherness,” been deemed “enemies.”

To appreciate that, we have to remember that Jews and Sa-
maritans didn’t get along, and hadn’t for almost a thousand 
years. Disputes over how they worshipped, to what was the 
proper relationship with pagans, had intensified over the 
centuries to the point that each side ended up doing ap-
palling things to the other. Jews had destroyed Samaritan 
cities; Samaritans would attack Jews as they made their pil-
grimage to and from Jerusalem – the “road to Jericho.” The 
animosity was so deep that they avoided each other at all 
costs. Jews would go through the much more difficult, chal-
lenging task of crossing the River Jordan to avoid walking 
through a Samaritan town in their travels. Calling someone 
a Samaritan was on the same level as saying they were pos-
sessed.

That’s how deep the bitterness was. So when Jesus is asked 
by this Jewish scholar, What must I do to inherit eternal life? 
his response is almost unthinkable to this Jewish audience. 
When Jesus describes a Samaritan selflessly serving and, in 
fact, saving a Jewish man, he is calling us not simply to radi-
cal generosity, but radical love. For Jesus, this means not 
simply extending a helping hand to, but giving preference 
to our enemies – loving in a way that transforms the other 
... into brother and sister.

As we look at our world today, many would agree that the 
polarization and division seem to intensify with each pass-
ing day. But the disputes and disagreements aren’t limited 
to nameless, faceless groups of people who remain distant 
from our lives and experience. Sadly, there are people in 
our own neighborhoods who fall into groups whose labels 
could just as easily be swapped for the Jew and the Samari-
tan in today’s story.

Jesus makes it clear: The path to eternal life begins when 
we decide not to cross the street, not to continue to ignore 
and disengage from the “others” in our midst, but to imitate 
his selfless sacrificial love.
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We, the Roman Catholic Community 
of St. Bartholomew the Apostle, are 
brought together by Jesus, as we 
recognize His presence among us 
in Word, Sacrament and each other. 
Through the grace of the Holy Spirit 
and the intercession of the Blessed 
Mother, we accept Jesus’ invitation to 
be His disciples by using our time, tal-
ent and treasure for the benefit of all. 
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Faith, Family & Friends. Those words were etched on a plaque given to me 
by my family when I began as Youth Minister at St. Bartholomew six years 
ago. It hung on the youth room wall as a reminder to all who entered that 
these are precious things in life. Footprints also lined this wall, symbolizing 
the “Footprints in the Sand” poem.  It was a reminder to the high school 
students that they are never alone; God is always walking beside them. 
Through games, prayer, family meals, group conversations, guest speak-
ers, home visits, service activities and retreats, the youth group members 
internalized the concept that their faith will always give them strength and 
family.  I believe these were great goals and, I do believe, accomplished 
goals during the last six years. But now, it is time for a change. As I step 

away from my role as Director of Youth Ministry, I recall with a great grin many of the Youth Group 
moments I have shared with my YG Family (tears too at times). Going into this position, I looked for-
ward to the ups and downs of the teen years; as a mother of four, the ride would not be new to me. 
On the rollercoaster that was these last six years, YG members and volunteer adults used our shared 
faith to connect, overcome, and grow as individuals.  What I did not anticipate was the blessings 
I have received during this journey. To witness such amazing faith, companionship, empathy, and 
leadership in our youth has been truly and unbelievably inspiring. To the members and leaders over 
my term, thank you. It takes a village to raise a child, and I want to thank you and your families for 
letting me be part of your village.  You have all made an imprint on my heart and faith. A very special 
thank you to the volunteer adults who have helped, especially Cyndi Spadaro and my husband, Dr. 
Todd Ryan, who started with me and will exit with me; it wouldn’t have been the same without you. 
I will forever have you all in my prayers. 

Stay healthy & God Bless!
Jennifer Ryan

A Fond Farewell to Pat Krema and Jennifer Ryan

With great gratitude and fondness, we wish the best to Pat Krema, Coordinator of Liturgy and Faith 
Formation, and Jennifer Ryan, Director of Youth Ministry, as they step down from their staff roles at 
St. Bartholomew and move into a new chapter of life. Please join us in thanking them for their many 
years of generous service to our parish community and for all the lives they touched through their 
ministries. Pat and Jennifer, we will miss you!

A MESSAGE FROM JENNIFER RYAN:

Dear Friends,

This summer I conclude my time as a member of the St. Bartholomew Pasto-
ral Staff. It has been a privilege and my greatest honor to serve this extraor-
dinary community for the past 17 years. Because of you, through our time 
together at Mass and in various ministries, I’ve experienced the many facets 
of a remarkable church (and the building is nice, too!). Please know of my 
sincere appreciation for your kindness, presence and friendship. I will indeed 
keep you in my prayers!

It is difficult to find appropriate words to thank Fr. Paladino for inviting me to join his first staff in 
2005, but we have been on quite a journey together and my gratitude for each and every day is 
eternal. To my colleagues – old and new – I thank you for your friendship and wish each of you the 
very best as you continue the mission of St. Bartholomew the Apostle Parish. I will never forget you!

Please keep Rich and me in your prayers as we prepare to move near our family in Georgia, and may 
God continue to bless the Parish Community of St. Bartholomew the Apostle Church.

Yours in Christ,
Pat Krema

A MESSAGE FROM PAT KREMA:

Staff Updates at S t. Bart holomew



Thanks to the generosity of the parish, we fundraised 
enough to cover the entire trip for our teens! Thank 
you! 

Please pray for us, our teens and adult chaperones, 
who are journeying out to Steubenville, Ohio for the 
conference this weekend, that God would open the 
hearts of all who attend to encounter Him in a new 
way.

YOUTH CONFERENCE THIS WEEKEND

The Sisters of Mary Immaculate of Nyeri is a women 
religious community that was founded in Kenya by 
Bishop Filipo Perlo and three founding members in 
1918. In founding the congregation, Bishop Perlo, an 
Italian missionary, believed that anyone who would 
become part of the new community would walk in 
the footsteps of Jesus Christ in caring for the poor, 
the needy, and the suffering. Today, more than 400 
sisters actively serve in teaching, healthcare, pastoral 
care, and a variety of social ministries in Kenya, Tan-
zania, Uganda, Zambia, Italy and the U.S.

In Kiamumbi — one of Nairobi’s outlying neighbor-
hoods — children live in squalid slum conditions and 
are often orphaned, neglected and abused. For this 
reason, Maria Immaculata Children’s Education Cen-
ter serves as a beacon of hope. Founded in 1997 by 
the Sisters of Mary Immaculate, this combined home 
and school helps the area’s neediest children grow 
into healthy, productive members of society. Its mis-
sion is to instill moral and spiritual values through 
care, encouragement, education and community in-
tervention. Maria Immaculata Children’s Education 
Center helps these deserving children realize their full 
potential and rise above the difficult socioeconomic 
circumstances from which they come. 

We appeal for your support so that we can continue 
with this mission for God's glory!

WELCOMING THE SISTERS OF MARY
TO OUR PARISH NEXT WEEKEND

Meet Alexandra "Alex" Cernick,
our new Youth Minister!

Please join us in offering a warm wel-
come to Alex Cernick, our new Director 
of Youth Ministry! We are excited to wel-
come her to our St. Bartholomew team! 

Where is your hometown?
Newtown, CT

Where did you go to college?
Fairleigh Dickinson University, Florham 
Campus

What brought you to St. Bartholomew? 
A love of working with young people, and 
the fact that St. Bart’s is such an amaz-
ing community. It felt like home when I 
walked in.

What do you enjoy most about working 
with young people?
My favorite thing is when young people 
experience “Aha” moments, when some-
thing just clicks, and they get a glimpse 
of how God is working in their lives. It’s 
instances like that that make working 
with them all the more powerful, and 
moves me in my own faith.

What has inspired you in your faith jour-
ney recently?
There’s a song called God is Love by Chris 
Renzema, that’s been a go-to of mine 
when I need a reminder of the strength 
of God’s love and mercy.

Who is your favorite saint?
It’s impossible for me to pick! So I have 
what I call my Saint Squad- St. JPII and 
St. Mary Magdalene are probably my top 
two though.

Fun fact about you? I have two Confir-
mation names. (Feel free to take a guess!)

Welcome Alex! July 16-17, 2022



In the event of serious illness or hospitalization, the rectory should 
be notified. Visits to the sick and shut-ins are made by the priests, 
deacons and ministers of the Eucharist. It is not necessary for some-
one to be “gravely ill” to receive the Sacrament of the Anointing of 
the Sick.

Please Note:
For privacy reasons and HIPAA regulations, names may only be add-
ed by members of the immediate family after they have received 
permission of the one who is sick.

Lord, hear our prayer.

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK

SUNDAY, JULY 10
7:30am Patricia Marie Montgomery
 req. by Tom & Mary Stachowiak
 Pietro Monaco
 req. by Zaida Patrone & Family
9:00am Carol Rachko
 req. by Richard & Linda Scannell
 Theresa Ginesi (9th Anniversary)
 req. by Daughter & Family
10:30am Elena DiFiore
 req. by Antonietta DiNizo
 Grace Caramico
 req. by Duthie Family
Noon Nancy Bonicioli
 req. by Joan & Steve Falloon
 Esterina Verducci
 req. by Swenson Family

MONDAY, JULY 11
6:30am People of the Parish
 
8:30am David P. Janssen, Sr.
 req. by Maryann Matteo

TUESDAY, JULY 12
6:30am People of the Parish
 
8:30am Frank Regan
 req. by Jennifer & Ed Butler

WEDNESDAY, JULY 13
6:30am Julius Andrew Potian (Living)
 req. by the Potian Family
8:30am Ryan Bennett
 req. by Mom & Dad

THURSDAY, JULY 14
6:30am Margaret Schneider
 req. by Bill & Maryann Degnan
8:30am Van Cummings
 req. by Joan Newmark-Glover

FRIDAY, JULY 15
6:30am Maria Daszyk
 req. by Son & Loving Family
8:30am Kay & Bill Connelly
 req. by Virginia Leone

SATURDAY, JULY 16
8:30am George Moran
 req. by JoAnn & Jack Kovalcik
5:00pm Anna DiFrancesco
 req. by Loving Family
 Patricia Thomas
 req. by Loving Family

SUNDAY, JULY 17
7:30am Judy DiFiore
 req. by David & Family
 Chiara Martone
 req. by Duane Family
9:00am Romano DelNegro
 req. by Vittorio & Rita Passucci
 Robert McCarthy
 req. by Albert Blom
10:30am Barbara Jean Faccone
 req. by Eleanor Percival
 Carmine Tropeano
 req. by the Rebuth Family
Noon Pietro Monaco
 req. by Barbara Fumosa
 and by Susan & Michael Buccola

Edilberto Agaton Jr, Santino Agosta, Elizabeth Barker, Jacob 
Benedicto, Francesca Cafolla, Maritoni Caceres Padilla, Kaitlyn 
Marie Cole, Rina Conti, Terri DeVany, Kathleen "Kay" Duff, 
Tami Eddy, Palmiro Ferraro, Emma Lara, Nadine Martinson, 
Arthur W. Morgan, Peter Morgan, Jennifer Munoz, James 
Pettit, Richard Quigley, Maureen Vincent, Dolores Waltsak, 
Melinda Williams, Franca Zingariello, Joe Zingariello, Lenore

We are excited to welcome your child into the Church, the family of 
God, through the Sacrament of Baptism! 

Baptisms are celebrated throughout the month on Saturdays and 
Sundays. First-time parents are required to complete Baptismal 
Preparation, which provides a great opportunity to meet other young 
parents and to dive deeper into the beauty of this First Sacrament. 
Please register in advance by calling (908) 322-5192.

Reconciliation

Baptism

Marriage

Reconciliation is an opportunity to receive the outpouring of God's 
love and mercy. The Father waits for us with open arms! Confession 
is offered every Saturday at 4pm or call the rectory to schedule an 
appointment.

Archdiocesan policy requires that arrangements be made with a 
parish priest or deacon as soon as the engagement is announced.

Celebrating the

SACRAMENTS

Prayer Intent ions & Sacraments
BREAD & WINE MEMORIAL
In Memory of Jennie & Ernest Drew
req. by Rose Cerminaro & Family



STEWARDSHIP of TREASURE | JULY 3, 2022
Envelope Collection   $   8,721
Faith Direct (online giving)  $ 10,555
Total     $ 19,276

Building Maintenance:  $  4,641

If you are an individual, a couple or a family that is experi-
encing difficulties, there are counseling services available to 
you. All calls are confidential. Fees can be adjusted to one’s 
financial situation. Please note, that no one will be turned 
away for an inability to pay. Counselors available to you:

Barbara Stumm-Gray, Ed.S. | 908.232.0893
Joseph Ochs, LPC | 732.221.6673
Dina Brue, LCSW | 646.643.5345

Laura Otchy, MS, Ed.S. LPC | 973.580.5930

COUNSELING SERVICES AVAILABLE

MASS AVAILABLE ON TV & ONLINE!
For the home bound Parishioner, tune in on Sundays at 10am 
to watch Mass. Comcast channel 34 or Verizon channel 22. 
Watch the Mass livestream on our website and Facebook 
page on Saturdays at 5pm and Sundays at 9am.

Supporting Our Parish

Available Services

Thank you for your support!

LEGAL CLINIC SERVICES
Do you live in Union County and need help with:

Housing insecurity?
Rental assistance?

Legal representation?
Credit counseling, and more?

Please contact Joe Correa immediately at:
 jcorrea@thewaterfrontproject.org

www.thewaterfrontproject.org
A nonprofit organization dedicated to assisting economically 
disadvantaged people - the working poor, seniors, veterans, 
and those living with disabilities - to address their civil legal 
issues and concerns.

We are streamlining and simplifying the giving process 
for our parishioners. Our giving platform is moving 
from FaithDirect to a service called PushPay. The new 
process will enable you to give with just a touch of a 
button from your smartphone or through an easy on-

line giving portal. Please visit our website 
stbartholomewchurch.org for more infor-
mation. If you would like to try out the 
new platform, simply text STBARTGIVE 
to (833) 921-6421 or scan the QR code 
here with your mobile device. Thank you 
for your support of our faith community!

ONLINE GIVING UPDATE
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STEVEN SERAFIN, D.Min
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PAUL MILAN
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BRIANA QUIGLEY
Director of Communications
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